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Society  prefents  to  the 
T  M  Public  another  volume  of 

Eft 


*&L 


Medical  Observations  and 


Inquiries;,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  ac- 
knowledges,  with  gratitude,  its  obli¬ 
gations  to  thofe  who  have  fo  generoufly 


contributed  to  this  collection. 


'H 


.  The  favourable  reception  which, 
the  former  volumes  have  met  with, 
allures  the  Society,  that  the  prefent 
will  be  treated  with  equal  candour. 

A  strict  impartiality,  in  feledt- 
ing  the  papers  for  publication,  is 

A  2  t  main- 


l 


iv 


PREFACE. 


maintained.  Some  ingenious  efTays 
are  at  prefent  with-held  from  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  to  give  the  refpeftive  authors  time 
to  make  them  more  complete.  This 
is  only  mentioned  to  prevent  thofe, 
who  may  not  fee  their  papers  in  this 
volume,  from  withdrawing  their  cor- 
refpondence. 

An  apology  is  neceflary  for  one 
article  in  this  collection,  as  it  has 
already  appeared  in  another  work. 
Before  this  was  known,  that  article 
had  been  printed  off.  The  Society 
therefore  hopes,  that  thofe  gentle¬ 
men  who  intend  to  publifh  their  works 
apart,  will,  for  the  future,  render  fuch  - 
apologies  unneceflary. 

In  the  preface  to  the  laft  volume,  it 

was  faid,  that  a  Paper  from  Dr.  Wade 
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of  Lifbon,  “  On  the  ufe  of  the  cicuta 
“  in  Portugal,  was  deferred  to  the 
<c  next  volume,  in  order  to  have  it 
“  more  complete  by  his  future  ob- 
“  fervations.”  Thefeobfervationshave 
not  been  yet  received,  and  therefore 
the  publication  of  that  paper  is  fuf- 
pended. 

The  intention  of  this  Society,  in 
publifhing  obfervations,  hath  thus  far 
been  happily  anfwered  ;  many  ufeful 
eflays  have  been  refcued  from  obli¬ 
vion,  and  many  able  practitioners 
incited  to  obferve  and  enquire.  Whilft 
tliefe  continue  to  communicate  the 
refult  of  their  experience,  the  Society 
will,  with  pleafure,  continue  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  ends  of  its  inftitution. 
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MEDICAL 


OBSERVATIONS 

AND 

I  N  Q^U  I  R  I  E  S. 

1.  Cafe  of  a  difeafed  Leg>  by  Mr *  Balfour, 
Surgeon  at  Edinburgh.  In  a  Letter  to  Df\ 
Hope,  F.  R.  S .  And  tranfmitted  by  him 
to  William  Watfon,  M.  D .  F .  R .  S . 
April  18.  1768. 


GIRL,  aged  fix  years,  lively 

^  A  ^  and  healthy,  but  of  a  {lender 

make,  received  at  fchool  a  flight 

hurt  on  the  outfide  of  the  left  leg,  three 

or  four  inches  below  the  knee,  in  the 

month  of  March  1767.  This  injury  was 

fo  flight,  that  (he  took  little  notice^  of  it 

at  the  time;  but  fome 

Yol.  IV.  B/  qS'  cpmplainc'1 
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2  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

complained  to  her  mother  of  a  pain  in  the 
part,  who  examined  it,  and  found  the  fkin 
not  difcoloured,  but  was  fenfible  of  a  fwel- 
ling  about  the  fize  of  a  nut,  which  (he 
hoped,  by  rubbing  and  warmth,  to  difcufs. 
As  it  continued  to  increafe,  and  at  times 
gave  confiderable  uneafinefs  to  the  child, 
the  mother,  by  the  advice  of  her  neigh¬ 
bours,  applied  foftening  poultices ;  but 
without  any  good  effect.  About  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  May,  Dr.  James  Hay,  a  fellow  of 
this  college,  and  Mr.  Balfour,  furgeon,  were 
called  to  vifit  the  child ;  and  found  the 
tumor  hard,  circumfcribed,  and  of  the  iize 
of  an  egg,  and  the  colour  of  the  fkin  ftill 
unaltered.  She  complained  at  times  of 
pain,  but  allowed  the  tumor  to  be  touched 
with  freedom.  From  the  fixed  hardnefs  of 
the  tumor,  we  fufpedted  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe  to  be  in  the  bone.  The  Dodtor 
ordered  a  courfe  of  sethiops  powders,  a 
laxative  infufion  of  fenna  once  a  week  or 
fortnight,  an  infufion  of  faflafras  for  her 
common  drink,  a  mild  diet;  that  fhe  fhould 
be  kept  from  much  walking,  and  have  her 
leg  placed  moftly  in  a  horizontal  pofture. 

Expedting 
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Expecting  little  advantage  from  external 
applications,  we  allowed  the  mother  to 
continue  the  ufe  of  the  emollient  poultices. 
The  tumor,  during  the  months  of  May 
and  June,  increafed  flowly,  fpreading  in  a 
circular  form  round  the  leg,  but  was  moft 
prominent  on  the  ridge  of  the  tibia. 
During  the  month  of  July,  her  pains  became 
more  conftant  and  violent,  and  her  pulfe 
more  frequent,  which  at  the  beginning  was 
little  affe&ed.  The  patient  became  thin, 
pale,  and  languid  ;  the  tumor  made  a 
quicker  progrefs  ;  the  colour  of  the  {kin 
began  to  alter,  and  the  veins  on  its  furface 
were  enlarged.  At  this  period  of  the 
difeafe,  emollient  fomentations  were  em¬ 
ployed,  as  they  gave  a  temporary  relief; 
and  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk,  with  fweet 
oil,  was  applied  to  the  part  twice  a  day^ 
with  a  view  of  promoting  the  fuppuration. 
The  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg  of  a  digeftive, 
compofed  of  gum  galbanum  diffolved  with 
the  yoke  of  an  egg,  to  which  was  added  fome 
yellow  bafilicon>  was  mixed  with  the  former 
poultice.  The  tumor,  which  was  now  as 
large  as  a  child’s  head,  appeared  to  the 
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touch,  in  fome  places,  foft  and  pappy,  in 
others,  hard  and  bony.  About  the  begin-* 
ning  of  Auguft,  by  the  advice  of  Dr.  Hay 
and  Mr.  James  RulTel,  furgeon  and  profef- 
for  of  natural  philofophy,  I  made  an  inci- 
fion  an  inch  in  length,  with  an  impofthume 
lancet,  into  the  foft  and  moft  depending  part 
of  the  tumor  ;  but  nothing  iffued  except  a 
bloody  ichor,  and  the  little  wound  foon 
put  on  a  livid  appearance.  It  was  dreffed 
with  warm  digeflive,  the  poultices  were  con¬ 
tinued,  and  the  bark  in  fubftance  was  given. 
The  tumor  was  not  diminifhed  by  the 
difcharge ;  and  being  now  moft  prominent 
and  foft  on  the  forepart  of  the  tibia,  we 
refolved  to  try  the  effect  of  an  incifion 
made  in  this  part  likewife.  I  accordingly 
pa{fed  a  lancet  above  an  inch  deep  almoft 
without  refiftance,  and  from  the  puncture 
a  bloody  ichor  was  difcharged.  Convinced, 
by  all  thefe  circumftances,  of  the  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  bone,  we  faw  no  other  remedy 
left  to  fave  the  patient,  but  the  amputation 
of  the  limb,  and  thought  it  better  to  try  a 
doubtful  remedy  than  none.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  we  propofed  confulting  with  Mr.  Robert 

Smith* 
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Smith,  an  experienced  furgeon  in  this  city, 
who  joined  us  in  opinion,  that  the  ampu¬ 
tation  of  the  limb  was  the  only  thing  left 
to  be  done.  The  parents,  though  informed 
of  the  uncertainty  of  fuccefs,  gave  their 
confent. 

As  the  upper  part  of  the  tumor  reached 
within  two  inches  of  the  knee,  we  appre¬ 
hended  that  the  bones  might  be  afFe&ed  as 
high  as  the  joint ;  and,  therefore,  refolved 
to  amputate  above  it. 

The  child  underwent  the  operation  at 
noon,  and  loft  only  a  fmall  quantity  of 
blood  :  as  foon  as  fhe  was  put  to  bed  fhe 
fell  a  vomiting,  and  had  a  few  drops  of 
laudanum  given  her;  notwithstanding  which 
the  vomiting  continued.  About  four  o’clock 
I  vifited  her  again,  and  found  that  the  vo¬ 
miting  had  ceafed.  She  was  eafy  and  dif- 
pofed  to  fleep,  her  pulfe  frequent  but  firm.' 
On  viewing  the  dreffings,  I  perceived  they 
were  moiftened  with  a  thin  ferous  difeharge, 
hardly  tinged  red  ;  but  which  feemed  in 
much  greater  quantity  than  ufual.  Betwixt 
five  and  fix  o’clock  fhe  was  difpofed  to  take 
fbme  food ;  and  raifing  herfelf  up  to  dip  a 
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piece  of  bread  in  a  difh  of  tea,  fainted  away* 
and  died. 

On  examining  the  difeafed  limb,  we 
found  no  appearance  of  bones,  but  a  few 
bony  lamelU  interfperfed  through  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  tumor,  which  exhibited  the 
appearance  of  a  fpunge,  with  its  cells 
diftended  with  coagulated  blood.  On 
differing  the  limb  up  towards  the  knee, 
we  found  the  fubftance  of  tibia  and  fibula 
diflolved  to  within  half  an  inch  of  the 
articulation.  On  differing  downwards, 
the  fame  appearance  continued  to  within 
an  inch  or  two  of  the  ankle  ;  and  the  whole 
appeared  one  confufed  mafs  of  coagulated 
blood  and  mucus,  without  diftin&ion  of 
bones,  membranes,  or  mufcles. 

The  circumference  of  the  tumor  meafured 
twenty-four  inches. 


II.  Expert 
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II.  Experiments  relative  to  the  Analyfis 
and  Virtues  of  Seltzer  Water.  By 
Richard  Brocklefby,  M.  D.  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society and  of  the  College  of 
Phyficians  of  London.  Read  July  5. 
1768. 

MY  view,  by  the  following  obfervations  ^ 
is  to  recommend  to  practitioners  in 
phyfick  a  more  extenfive  trial  of  Seltzer 
water  than  is  at  prefent  in  common  ufe ; 
for  though  Hoffman ,  and  other  German 
writers,  have  been  abundantly  lavifh  in 
praife  of  this  remedy,  and  though  feveral 
phyficians  of  London  have  long  thought 
favourably  of  its  good  effeCts  ;  yet  its  ufe 
appears,  in  my  opinion,  ftill  too  confined, 
confidering  the  real  efficacy  which  I  have 
thereby  often  experienced  in  the  cure  of 
feveral  acute,  as  well  as  chronical  difeafes. 
However,  before  I  proceed  to  the  medical 
part  of  my  fubjeft,  I  have  deemed  it  not 
altogether  unneceffary  to  premife  a  fketch 
of  the  natural  hiftory,  and  a  chemical  ana-* 
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lyfis  of  its  contents,  as  contributive,  though 
not  fully  to  afcertain  all  its  medicinal  virtues, 
yet,  at  ieaft,  to  flrike  out  fuch  lights,  as  may 
enable  the  judicious  reader  to  approach 
fome  way  on  towards  probability,  beyond 
which,  our  imperfedt  knowledge  of  nature, 
in  general,  is  feldom  able  to  advance  in 
any  fubjedh 

Seltzer  water,  imported  at  London,  is 
brought  from  the  ele&orate  of  Triers  in 
ftone-bottles,  clofe  corked  and  cemented, 
containing  about  three  Englifh  pints  each, 
by  which  this,  water,  as  long  as  it  is  con¬ 
fined  from  all  accefs  of  the  common  air,  will 

*  Mr.  Owen  in  Fleetftreet  gave  me  the  following  rela¬ 
tion  taken  on  the  fpot,  when  he  went  to  Germany  to  fettle 
his  correfpondence  for  importing  mineral  waters.  “  This 
“  village  is  called  Nieder  Seltzer,  or  Lower  Seltzer  ;  the 
country  where  it  is  fltuated  lying  low,  but  very  delight- 
“  ful  and  woody.  Seltzer  is  about  ten  miles  from  Franc* 
“  fort  on  the  Mayne,  and  thirty-fix  from  Coblentz.  The 
44  fpring  is  covered  over  with  boards  like  a  floor,  except 
two  places,  at  one  of  which  they  rinfe  the  bottles,  and 
“  at  the  other,  whence  the  water  iflues  with  great  rapidity, 
“  they  filb  cork,  and  cement  them  ;  then  they  are  packed 

**  ln  cafes,  and  lent  down  the  Rhine.  This  water  is  drank 

1 1  ■  *  * 

“  at  meals  in  many  parts  of  Germany  and  Holland,  and 
*i  is  in  great  efleem  in  thofe  parts,  both  as  a  conftant 
**  agreeable  drink  at  table,  ^nd  as  4  valuable  medicine.” 
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retain  moft  of  its  excellent  qualities  feveral 
months ;  but  fuch  a  caution  is  fo  neceflary, 
that,  if  too  large  an  empty  fpace  is  only  left 
in  the  neck  of  a  bottle,  its  water  fhortly  lofes 
the  greateft  part  of  that  brifk,  fmart,  pungent 
tafte,  which,  an  a  good  degree,  charac- 
terifes  its  excellence  ;  and  for  want  of  fuch 
precaution,  more  of  it  becomes  fpoiled  by 
keeping  a  fhort  time,  than  any  other  mineral 
water  that  I  am  acquainted  with. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  compared  the  effe&s 
of  certain  active  ingredients  thrown  into 
Seltzer  water,  with  the  appearances  which 
fucceeded  on  adding  the  like  fubftances  to 
pure  diftilled  water  in  equal  portions.  I 
dropped  twelve  drops  of  the  higheft  coloured 
fyrup  of  violets  I  could  get,  into  a  wine- 
glafs  of  Seltzer  water,  and  as  much  in¬ 
to  pure  diftilled  water  ;  the  fyrup  with 
Seltzer  water  at  firft,  and  till  intimately 
mixed,  feemed  to  take  a  purple  hue ;  but, 
on  their  intimate  union,  the  whole  changed 
to  a  beautiful  light  green :  whilft  the  like 
quantity  of  fyrup  mixed  with  diftilled  water 
only,  fuffered  no  obfervable  alteration  of 
colour ;  but  when  I  added  to  this  pure 
Water,  one  grain  of  fait  of  tartar,  it 

inftantly, 
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inftantly,  on  diffolution,  became  of  a  dark 
green  colour,  widely  different  from  the 
other  produced  in  the  Seltzer  water. 

Whilft  no  change  of  colour  followed  in 
pure  diftilled  water,  by  dropping  into  it  any 
vegetable  alkali  in  a  liquid  form,  the  fame 
quantity  of  oil  of  tartar  per  deliquiumy 
dropped  into  a  glafs  of  fparkling,  frefh, 
clear  Seltzer  water,  quickly  turned  the 
whole  milky,  and  after  duly  Handing,  a 
fine  pearl-coloured  powder  fell  to  the  fides 
and  bottom  of  the  glafs.  This  appearance 
feems  to  proceed  from  the  more  prevalent 
elective  attraction  of  an  acid,  letting  go  a 
calcarious  earth,  and  uniting  itfelf  prefer¬ 
ably  to  a  fixed  alkali . 

I  next  put  an  equal  number  of  drops  of 
pure  dephlegmated  fpirit  of  vitriol  into  two 
glaffes  ;  one  of  which  was  filled  with  pure 
diftilled  water,  and  the  other  with  Seltzer 
water.  No  alteration  enfued  in  the  firft 
when  ftirred  about:  but,  in  the  Seltzer 
water,  a  light  cloud  was  foon  fufpended 
towards  the  middle  of  the  glafs,  and 
numerous  air-bubbles  arofe  from  all  parts 
of  the  water;  and,  for  a  while,  when  the 

fparkling 
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fparkling  had  ceafed,  it  might  be  renewed , 
by  adding  one  or  more  drops  of  the 
'acid,  and  fhaking  the  glafs  till  the  cloud 
difappeared;  and  the  like  ebulition  was 
more  readily  produced  by  a  folution  of 
fugar  and  Rhenifh  wine,  or  vinegar,  with 
the  fame ;  and  indeed,  fimilar  appearances 
followed  on  the  mixture  of  all  other, 
whether  vegetable  or  mineral  acids,  drop¬ 
ped  into  Seltzer  water,  as  when  alkalis 
and  acids  are  mixed  together. 

Volatile  fpirits  of  hartfhorn  diftilled 
per  fey  produced  no  other  effedt  when 
mixed  with  Seltzer  water,  than  it  did  with 
diftilled  water  ;  yet  a  volatile  cauftic  alkali > 
in  half  an  hour  after  it  had  been  dropped 
into  Seltzer  water,  produced  a  cloud  at  firft, 
and  afterwards  a  precipitation  enfued  on 
the  fides  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  glafs. 

Lixivium  faponarium  wrought  no  change 
on  pure  water  ;  but  inftantly  fo  far  decom- 
pofed  a  glafs  of  Seltzer  water,  that  a  cloud 
appeared  in  the  midft,  and  the  air-bubbles 
emerging  from  the  under-part  of  it,  were 
flopped  fo  much  by  the  cloud,  that  very 
few  feemed  to  efcape  to  the  furface,  but 

rather 
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rather  all  to  be  abforbed  by  the  fmall  portion 
of  cauftic  alkali  in  the  glafs :  for  this  greedily 
imbibes  fixed  air,  wherever  it  comes  into 
contadl  with  it. 

It  may  not  be  unworthy  our  remark,  that 
good  Seltzer  water,  frefh,  poured  into  a 
glafs,  feparates  immediately  more  air- 
bubbles,  than  any  other  water  whatever 
that  I  have  tried,  and  continues  longer 
to  do  fo  in  the  open  air;  and  though  it 
thereby  lofes  much  of  its  brifknefs,  yet 
its  fparkling  may  partly  be  renewed,  by 
adding  any  fubacid  vegetable,  and  a  little 
fugar;  fuch  as  fharp  cyder,  or  Rhenifh 
wine  and  fugar  :  but  the  bell;  Seltzer  water 
here  will  not  perfectly  curdle  milk,  nor 
yet  lather  with  foap,  any  more  than  fome 
of  the  other  hard  acefcent  waters:  And 
with  powder  of  gall  nuts,  no  farther  change 
of  colour  appeared  in  Seltzer,  than  did  in 
pure  water  with  the  fame. 

I  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  fait  of 
Seltzer  water  produced  by  evaporating 
twenty-four  ounces  of  the  belt  fort,  from 
which  I  obtained  no  more  than  thirty-fix 
grain§  of  a  f aline  refiduunt :  on  other  expe¬ 
riments 
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riments  I  got  not  fo  much  in  proportion  ; 
for  I  find  the  ftrength  of  this  water  varies 
at  different  times,  and  none,  that  I  ever 
effayed,  produced  near  what  Dr.  Rutty 
obtained  in  his  experiments;  for,  inftead 
of  thirty-fix  grains,  according  to  the  Doctor, 
from  a  pint,  wine  meafure,  the  moft  I  ever 
could  get  was  fhort  of  thirty  grains,  from 
the  fame  quantity. 

Having  ufed  part  of  a  bottle  of  good 
Seltzer  water,  I  left  the  reft  expofed  to  the 
open  air,  till  it  became  vapid  and  almoft 
taftelefs,  and  then  evaporated  the  fame ;  but 
the  faline  refidue  was  diminifhed  by  this 
management.  This  obfervation  fuggefted 
an  experiment,  to  draw  off,  by  a  cold 
ftill,  three  pints  and  a  half  of  fome  of  this 
Water,  which  was  quite  fpoiled  by  keeping, 
till  it  became  putrid  :  the  firft  of  it  that 
came  into  the  recipient  feemed  to  give 
fyrup  of  violets  a  greenifh  hue,  whilft  the 
greateft  part  of  the  remainder  appeared  to  be 
no  other  than  infipid  pure  water ;  but  the 
remaining  faeces ,  at  the  bottom  of  the  ftill, 
being  elutriated  with  boiling  diftilled  water, 
the  fame  filtrated  and  evaporated,  produced 
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no  more  than  thirty-five  grains  of  fait, 
whilft  the  quantity  of  feparated  earth  that 
remained  on  the  whited-brown  paper  ufed 
for  filtrating,  amounted  to  near  a  drachm. 

But  in  another  experiment  with  frefh 
Seltzer  water,  I  could  not  obtain  more  earth 
than  three  grains  from  a  pound ;  eonfe- 
quently,  the  pure  fait  obtained  from  the 
beft  water  which  I  tried,  amounted  only  to 
the  rate  of  twenty-fix  grains  from  a  pint, 
wine  meafure,  by  the  experiment  now  men¬ 
tioned;  but  the  earth  of  the  putrid  Seltzer 
water  was  more  than  the  earth  of  the  pure 
water,  as  60:  io  ::  6  :  i.  Hence  then,  is  it 
not  probable,  that,  whatever  is  the  alteration 
of  the  component  ingredients  in  this  water, 
which  caufes  it  to  putrify,  at  the  fame  time 
it  extricates  the  aftive  faline  particles  from 
the  earth,  which,  fo  deprived  of  its  acid,  is 
left  in  much  larger  proportion  in  the  putrid 
water,  than  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  frefh, 
by  a  like  evaporation  ? 

Ten  drops  of  ftrong  fpirits  of  vitriol, 
poured  on  as  many  grains  of  fait  of  Seltzer 
water,  caufed  great  and  inftant  ebullition, 
and  foffocating  fleams,  which  tinged 
blackifh  a  filver  fpoon  held  in  them,  and 
2  i  the 
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the  poliflied  furface,  fo  attacked  by  the 
emitted  fumes,  was  of  bitter  tafte,  as  it 
always  is,  when  the  nitrous  acid  diffolves 
the  fmalleft  portion  of  filver ;  but  no  change 
of  colour  on  a  fpoon  enfued  on  dipping 
fuch  another  into  oil  of  vitriol  or  fpirit  of 
fea-falt. 

I  next  diffolved  fixty-fix  grains  of  pure 
white  fait,  obtained  from  Seltzer  water,  in 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  diftilled  water,  then 
filtrated  it,  and  thereby  obtained  feven 
grains  of  a  calcarious  earth,  perfectly  foluble 
in  all  weak  acids.  The  clear  filtrated  folu- 
tion  was  afterwards  evaporated  till  a  cruft 
gathered  on  the  furface,  when  about  one  third 
only  was  left ;  part  of  this  cruft,  and  other 
earthy  particles  foon  fubfided,  on  {landing  to 
cool  in  a  china  bowl.  But,  having  divided 
this  liquor  into  two  equal  parts,  I  poured 
refpeftively  as  much  oil  of  vitriol,  and  fpirit 
of  fea-falt,  as  diffolved  the  earth  precipitated 
in  each,  and  faturated  the  abforbent  or  alkali 
contained  in  each  water,  and  thus  becoming- 
pellucid  again,  they  were  evaporated  in  bal - 
neo-)  in  order  to  examine  each  fort  of  neutral 
fait  generated.  The  folution  containing 

the 
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the  oil  of  vitriol  kept  long  in  the  fame  heat 
with  the  other,  would  not  let  go  the  whole  of 
its  watry  particles,  but  refembled,  to  the  very 
laft,  that  f aline  liquid,  called  Bittern ,  which, 
when  furcharged  with  calcarious  partciles, 
will  fcarce  fhoot  at  all  into  regular  chryftals  : 
And  the  other  water,  being  foon  evaporated, 
exhibited  fpicula  of  fea-falt ;  which,  thrown 
on  burning  charcoal,  decrepitated  without 
any  nitrous  detonation. 

1  heated  ten  grains  of  fait  of  Seltzer 
water  on  red-hot  charcoal,  and  blew  the 
lighted  coal  long  before  it  made  the  fait  red- 
hot;  but  when  ignited,  it  kept  fo  with-* 
out  any  detonation,  though  there  was  fome 
decrepitation,  yet  it  was  fo  little,  that  a 
very  fmall  quantity  of  the  weight  of  the 
fait  was  loft  on  trial,  afterwards.  Then,  in 
order  to  try  whether  the  rejiduum  might 
contain  any  ferruginous  principle ,  I  rubbed 
down  into  powder  that  fait  which  had  been 
kept  long  ignited  on  burning  charcoal,  and 
applied  a  ftrong  magnet  to  the  faid  powder; 
but  no  particles  were  taken  up  by  it :  And 
J  alfo  tried  the  earth  obtained  in  fuch  large 
quantities,  as  formerly  mentioned,  from 
the  .putrid  water,  by  mixing  a  proper 

t  quantity 
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quantity  of  crude  fal  ammoniac  with  it,  and 
fublimed  the  fame  in  a  clofe  veflel ;  but  no 
martial  flowers  afcended  in  the  fublima- 

•  '  k  * 

tion,  though  chemifts  well  know  this  pro- 
cefs  is  a  more  certain  teft  of  the  exiftence 
of  the  principle  of  iron  than  any  other 
whatever,  even  the  loadftone  itfelf ;  for  the 
fcori<z  of  iron  are  not  attracted  by  the 
magnet,  but  the  fame  will  fublime  into 
yellow-coloured  martial  flowers,  by  the  aid 
of  fal  ammoniac  urged  in  a  fufficient  heat 
to  caufe  a  fublimation. 

The  light  earth  obtained  by  filtration  or 
precipitation  from  the  Seltzer  water,  was 
intirely  foluble  in  vinegar;  a  proof  of  fome 
vitriolic,  or  other  acid  having  been  formerly 
united  to  it  ;  when  in  its  felenitic  ftate, 
it  was  perfectly  fufpended  in  the  limpid 
frefh  mineral  water. 

Having  thus  far  analifed  Seltzer  water, 
fo  as  to  obtain  its  falts  and  earth,  and 
the  fame  being  apparently  too  inconfider- 
able  in  quantity  and  quality  .to  promife 
very  material  medicinal  effe&s  on  their 
account  only,  I  next  applied  myfelf  to 
inveftigate  what  might  be  aicribed  to  the 
Vol.  IV.  C  great 
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great  quantities  of  fixed  air,  which  we 
formerly  remarked  this  water  difcharges 
conftantly,  in  a  heat  not  exceeding -that  of 
the  human  body.  And,  in  order  to  eftimate 
the  quantity  of  the  fame,  I  covered  the 
mouth  of  a  common  frontiniac  wine-bottle, 
filled  with  frefh  Seltzer  water,  with  a  large 
piece  of  thin  hog’s-bladder,  firft  moiftened 
properly,  and  oiled  in  the  infide,  fo  as,  by 
twilling  it  elofe,  to  exclude  as  much  as 
poffible  all  the  common  air  :  and  thus  the 
greateft  part,  if  not  quite  all  of  it,  was 
difcharged  from  the  cavity  of  the  bladdery 
which,  as  before  mentioned,  was  tied  elofe 
over  the  neck  of  the  bottle,  containing 
exactly  14  oz.  7  dr.  of  water  for  the  expe¬ 
riment.  In  this  condition,  the  bottle* 
with  its  contents,  was  put  in  balneum 
maria ,  cautioufly  attending,  by  a  mercu¬ 
rial  gage  fixed  on  the  outfide,  that  the  heat 
of  the  water  in  the  bottle  fhould  never 
exceed  116  degrees  by  Farenheit’s  fcale* 
When  this  was  fo  done,  I  remarked,  that* 
from  firft  to  laft,  for  three  hours  in  this 
heat,  and  till  the  mercury  gradually  fell  to 
about  8o°,  the  water  in  the  bottle  emitted. 
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at  intervals,  air-bubbles  copioufly,  which, 
colledting  together,  filled  a  large  fpace  in 
the  bladder  ;  but  when  it  cooled,  fo  that  the 
mercury,  in  the  thermometer  fell  under  8o0, 
the  bladder,  which  was  tight  juft  before 
with  fa&itious  air,  grew  flaccid,  and  the 
fixed  air  was  manifeftly  reabforbed  into  the 
water. 

This  put  me  on  varying  the  experiment 
with  frefh  Seltzer  water ;  when  the  blad¬ 
der  was  moft  diftended  with  fixed  air,  I 
inftantly  inverted  the  bottle,  and  found 
that  the  water,  which,  on  firft  tying  the 
bladder,  made  no  way  into  it,  now,  by 
fo  much  air,  being  fet  loofe  from  the  con¬ 
tents  within,  flowed  readily  into  the  fame ; 
and  the  generated  air  mounted  in  the  bottle, 
fo  as  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  marking 
the  fpace  replete  with  the  fame,  and  of 
knowing  how  much  water  it  would  receive 
afterwards  :  and  thus  I  found  it  amount 
to  a  little  more  than  2  oz.  2~  dr.  Now 
admitting,  according  to  the  ingenious  Dr. 
Brownrigge,  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfac- 
tions,  (Vide  vol.  lxv.  p.  230.)  that,  as  265 
grains  of  common  water  is  nearly  equal  to 

C  2  a  cu~ 
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a  cubic  inch,  the  fame  weight  of  Seltzer 
water  may  be,  in  like  manner,  eftimated ; 
dividing  the  whole  weight  of  water,  or 
7140  grains,  by  265,  the  quotient  is  barely 
27  cubic  inches ;  but,  by  experiment,  the 

factitious  air  of  the  bottle,  at  its  greateft 
ftate  of  admeafurement,  occupied  a  fpace 
that  held  2  oz.  24  dr.  of  water,  which, 
reduced  as  above  into  cubic  inches, 
amounts  nearly  to  44th  ;  and  fo  large  a 
quantity  of  interftitial  air  was  generated  in 
a  heat  not  incompatible  with  life  in  any 
part  of  the  world,  as  the  fever-heats  in  all 
climates  tefiify,  and  fhort  of  that  heat 
which  is  often  experienced,  without  inftan- 
taneous  prejudice,  in  fome  tropical  climates. 

But,  as  I  foon  found  that  the  generated 
air  was  not  all  permanent,  but  that  part  of  it 
began  foon  to  be  reabforbed  into  the  body 
of  the  water,  I  left  the  veffel  expofed  to 
the  open  air,  with  its  bladder  diftended* 
till,  in  about  eight  hours,  it  had  collapfed 
fo  much,  that,  on  inverting  the  frontiniac 
bottle,  the  fpace  occupied  by  the  remaining 
air  did  not  exceed  one  fifth  of  what  it 
formerly  had  done. 

The 
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The  fame  quantity  of  New-river  water, 
treated  exadftly  in  a  like  procefs,  yielded,  in 
the  greateft  heat,  not  exceeding  1 1 6°,  much 
fewer  air-bubbles  than  the  former;  nor  did 
the  quantity  of  generated  air,  at  any  point 
of  time  in  this  experiment,  feem  to  exceed 
that  permanent  in  the  foregoing  ;  and  the 
greateft  part,  if  not  all,  difcharged  from 
common  water,  continued  three  days  with¬ 
out  any  manifeft  introfufception  again. 
Hence  then  we  find  an  eflential  difference 
between  the  elaftic  air  extricated  from  Selt¬ 
zer,  and  that  from  common  water. 

.  I  then  diffolved  20  grains  of  fait  of 
Seltzer  water  in  a  large  glafs  of  lime 
water,  and  a  calcarious  white  earth,  which, 
fermented  with  all  forts  of  acids,  was  preci¬ 
pitated;  but  it  weighed  no  more  than  4 
grains;  yet,  by  mixing  34  ounces  of 
Seltzer  water  with  1 2  ounces  of  lime  water, 
before  the  lime  water  tafte  was  quite  reco¬ 
vered,  and  until  it  ceafed  to  depofit  its 
magnefia,  I  obtained,  after  filtration,  7 
grains :  or  better,  of  a  white  powder  that 
did  ferment  with  every  kind  of  acid. 
Hence  it  is  manifeft,  that  fait  of  Seltzer 
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water  feems  to  have  let  go  much  the 
greateft  part  of  its  fixed  air,  and  pofiibly  * 
thereby  to  have  loft  moft  of  the  virtues 
inherent  in  the  pure  frefh  water  itfelf. 
And  this  obfervation  I  find  the  more  necef- 
fary  to  make,  as,  by  the  late  encourage¬ 
ment  given  by  the  faculty  to  the  trial  of 
Seltzer  water,  I  have  feen  a  fait  offered  to 
fale  in  London,  for  the  falts  of  Seltzer 
water,  which  the  venders  would  wifh  to 
impofe  on  the  credulous  public  as  the  con¬ 
centrated  virtue  of  this  mineral  water ;  but 
which,  from  the  foregoing  experiments, 
falls  infinitely  fhort,  in  my  opinion,  of  the 
water  itfelf,  and  is  therefore  undeferving 
the  encouragement  of  the  faculty. 

By  the  refult  then  of  the  foregoing 
experiments,  doth  it  not  feem  probable,  that 
Seltzer  mineral  water  contains,  befides  the 
mere  elementary  water,  a  very  fmall  quan«* 
tity  of  calcarious  earth,  and  a  much  greater 
portion  of  a  native  mineral  alkali ,  together 
with  fome  acid  retained  a  while  within 
the  water,  but  which  either  evaporates 
)ato  the  open  air,  or  elfe  is  combined  with 

2  th§ 
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the  mineral  alkali  ?  And  is  it  not  farther 
probable,  that  the  a&ive  virtues  of  Seltzer 
water  depend  more  on  this  elailic  matter  or 
fixed  air,  which  it  contains  in  fuch  uncom¬ 
mon  abundance  beyond  other  mineral  waters, 
than  on  any  combination  of  its  faline  and 

earthy  contents,  which  indeed  were  found 
in  fuch  fmall  quantities,  that  I  cannot  deem 

them  capable  of  any  material  fervice,  and 
yet,  from  experience,  I  am  fatisfied  this 
water  is  exceedingly  beneficial  ? 

To  the  truly  philofophical  labours  of  Dr* 
Black  and  Dr.  Macbride  we  owe  a  new 
Theory  of  the  effects  of  fixed  air  ad:ing 
upon  bodies,  and  of  its  quality  to  preferve 
animal  fubftances  from  diffolution,  and  to 
retard  putrefa&ion.  Now,  that  doctrine 
may  be  extended  fairly  to  account  for  the 
operation  of  this,  as  well  as  many  other 
mineral  waters,  which  lofe  all  their  virtues 
by  being  expofed  to  the  open  air. 

I  carefully  evaporated  a  pound  of  German 
Spa  water,  in  the  beft  condition  I  ever  tailed 
any,  and  got  no  more  than  eight  grains  of 
an  earthy  alkaline  refidue,  mixed  with 

C  4  much 
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mpeh  deep-coloured  ochre :  and,  on  trial  of 
the  fame  diffolved  in  pure  water,  I  did  not 
find  thofe  fenlible  qualities  in  the  folu- 
tion,  which  a  third  of  a  common  glafs  of 
Spa  water  would  have  yielded.  The 
virtues,  therefore,  of  Spa,  as  well,  as  of 
Seltzer  water,  feem  to  be  derived  from  the 
adivity  of  the  fixed  air,  which,  by  the 
decompofition  of  the  mineral  water,  and 
the  mutual  adion  of  its  falts,  earth,  and  air 
on  each  other,  is  fhaken  off,  and  fet  free 
on  the  accefs  of  the  external  air ;  and,  by 
the  adion  of  heat,  many  more  of  fuch  air- 
particles,  for  a  long  time,  continue  to 
efcape,  and  becoming  thus  elaftic,  they 
feem  to  be  the  main  fpring  of  all  the 

■i  * % 

powers,  and  chief  fource  of  the  virtues  in 

1  . 1 

this,  and  many  other  mineral  waters. 

And  as  Seltzer  water,  taken  into  our 

«  ‘  /  * 

ftomach,  is  fubjeded  to  a  degree  of  natural 
heat,  wherein  we  found  the  fixed  air  to  be 
nearly  equal  to  one-feventh  of  the  bulk  of 
the  water  ;  may  not  we  then  conclude,  that 
the  inert  and  almoft  extinguifhed  adion  of 
the  finer  veffels  and  animal  fibres,  in  many 

acute  as  well  as  chronical  difeafes,  may  be 

u,  .a  -  ■*  . 
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greatly  renewed  by  fuch  particles  of  fixed 
air  coming  immediately  into  adion  upon 
them,  yet  feebly  exerting  their  energy  on 
the  more  delicate  and  fineft  fibres,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  circulating  fluids  ? 

But,  as  a  narrative  of  a  few  fads  derived 
from  experience  will  carry  along  with  it 
ftronger  perfuafion,  than  any  arguments  a 
priori  whatever,  I  fhall  here  proceed  to 
fubjoin  the  hiftory  of  a  few  medical  cafes, 
wherein  the  ufe  of  Seltzer  water  completed 
:a  cure,  after  a  great  variety  of  other  remedies 
had  proved  infufficient. 

.« *  +  i  .  -  • 

»  i* 

CASE  I. 

9  s  r 

A  young  lady,  having  caught  cold  in  her 
lying-in,  was  attacked  with  a  flight  perip- 
neumonic  fever  and  cough,  which,  in  the 
country,  being  too  lightly  confidered,  and 
no  bleeding  at  firfl:  ordered,  fhe  foon  fell 
into  a  hedic  emaciated  ftate  ;  for  which 
fhe  drank  afles  milk,  and  took  the  ordinary 
balfamic  remedies  without  any  benefit,  for 
about  three  weeks  ;  till  one  morning,  being 

feized 
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feized  with  a  fit  of  coughing  more  violent 
than  common,  fhe  was  greatly  alarmed  at 
bringing  up  two  or  three  pieces  of  a  calca- 
rious  matter,  of  different  fizes,  from  a  pin’s 
head  to  a  fmall  pea.  Terrified  at  fuch 
appearances,  fhe  was  conveyed  to  London^ 
by  eafy  journeys,  for  farther  affiflance. 
The  day  after  her  arrival,  I  found  her 
with  a  quick  he£tie  pulfe,  night-fweats,  and 
a  difficulty  and  fhortnefs  of  breathing  on 
motion  up  flairs.  Thus  fhe  remained  three 
or  four  days,  when  another  fit  of  eafy 
coughing  brought  up,  one  morning,  three 
pieces  more  of  the  like  calcarious  matter, 
which,  nearly  examined,  refembled  the 
comi lienee  of  a  pumice  flone ;  and  one  of 
them  almofl  equalled,  in  magnitude,  the 
kernel  of  a  fmall  hazel-nut ;  and,  as  the 
firength  of  her  pulfe  feemed  capable  of 
bearing  it,  I  advifed  her  to  lofe  five  or  fix 
ounces  of  blood,  to  adhere  ftri&ly  to  a  vege¬ 
table  acefcent  diet  and  milk,  every  way  that 
her  flomach5  would  bear  it,  and  acquiefced 
in  her  eating  fome  white  of  a  chicken  once 
every  day.  Her  medicine  chiefly  confifled 
in  a  cold  infufion  of  Peruvian  bark  in  river 

water, 
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water,  with  fome  grains  of  fpennaceti ,  and 
a  few  drops  .of  the  vinous  tin&ure  of  ipeca - 
cuana,  with  intent  to  promote  a  glandular 
difcharge  from  the  lungs,  whilft  this  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  bark  was  expe&ed  to  amend 
the  whole  of  her  conftitution  ;  but  the  ipeca - 
cuana ,  even  in  the  fmalleft  dofes,  difagreed 
with  her  ftomach,  and  foon  after  ilie  grew 
weary  of  her  bark.  This  made  it  requifite 
to  devife  fome  medicine  not  ungrateful  to 
her  palate  :  therefore,  injoining  the  ftri&eft 
regularity  as  to  her  bedtime,  hours  of 
refrefhment,  and  affes  milk  twice  a  day,  I 
advifed  her  to  take  thirty  or  forty  drops  of 
dulcified  elixir  of  vitriol  in  every  glafs  of 
Seltzer  water,  which  was  to  become  her 
conftant  drink,  without  wine,  or  any  thing 
elfe  added.  By  this  method,  in  about 
three  weeks  time,  {he  began  to  recover  her 
ftrength  and  fpirits,  and  lofe  her  night- 
fweats,  cough,  and  every  other  bad  fymp- 
tom,  that  had  attended  her,  and  fire 
returned  home  feemingly  quite  recovered  ; 

but  there,  having  quite  difcontinued  drink¬ 
ing  Seltzer  water,  her  hedtic  heats  recurred 
jn  her  feet  and  hands,  and  alfo  her  trouble- 

fome 
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fome  feverifh  inquietudes  in  bed,  and  other 
bad  fymptoms,  which  formerly  had  worn 
her  down ;  fo  that,  by  letter,  I  advifed  riding 
on  horfeback,  and  the  conftant  ufe  of 
Seltzer  water  daily,  which,  in  two  months, 
perfectly  reftored  her  health;  and  fhe  has 
been  near  five  years  quite  well,  and  never 
fince  coughed  up  any  calcarious  fubftances. 

CASE  II. 

In  the  beginning  of  January  17 67,  I 
attended  a  lady,  attacked  at  firft  with  fo 
many  of  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  an  inflam¬ 
matory  fever,  that,  though  fhe  was  natu¬ 
rally  of  a  lax  habit  of  body,  I  ventured  to 
direct  a  frnall  quantity  of  blood  to  be  taken 
from  her  arm ;  but  though  it  had  a  thick 
bufry  lize  on  the  furface,  fhe  funk  furpri- 
fingly  by  the  lofs,  and  within  twenty-four 
hours  znanfea,  with  reaching,  became  fo  in¬ 
tolerable,  that  I  judged  a  gentle  emetic  necef- 
fary,  as  foon  as  ever  her  ftrength  feemed 
capable  of  the  fatigue  of  its  operation  ; 
wherefore  (as  I  moft  frequently  do)  I  here 

prefcribed 
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prefcribed  half  an  ounce  of  the  vinous 
tindture  of  ipecacuana ,  with  half  a  grain 
of  emetic  tartar \  I  have  long  obferved, 
that  a  cautious  ufe  of  this  antimonial  prepa¬ 
ration,  not  only  with  a  view  to  its  emetic 
powers,  but  alfo  when  joined,  in  a  fmaller 
dofe,  as  a  diaphoretic  with  the  common 
faline  neutral  draughts,  is  one  of  the  moft 
valuable  remedies  in  the  early  ftages  of  moft 
acute  diftempers,  and  the  ufe  of  fuch  anti- 
monials  at  thofe  times,  I  am  free  to  own,  I 
think  a  real  improvement  in  the  modern 
practice  of  phyfick.  In  the  cafe  before  us,, 
a  copious  diaphorejis ,  with  a  laxative  ftool 
or  two,  daily  followed,  though  nothing 
more  heating  than  the  neutralized  faline 
draughts,  fwallowed  in  the  a <ft  of  ebullition, 
were  adminiftered,  until  the  fifth  day, 
when  a  four  offenfive  fmell  in  the  fweat 
fignified  to  what  clafs  of  fevers  the  prefent 
was  to  be  referred  ;  for,  in  a  great  variety 
of  inftances,  on  firft  difcovering  this  pecu¬ 
liar  fweat,  I  have,  by  experience,  ventured 
to  prognofticate,  that,  within  two  or  three 
days  afterwards,  a  miliary  eruption  might 
be  expedted  ;  accordingly,  in  about  thirty- 
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fix  hours  after  this  fymptom  had  been 
obferved  here,  the  nurfe  found  her  lady’s 
neck,  and  all  about  her  wrifts,  quite  covered 
with  this  kind  of  ralh,  which,  within 
twenty-four  hours,  was  alfo  fpread  thick 
all  over  the  trunk  and  extremities  of  her 
body;  but,  univerfal  as  it  was,  it  certainly 
was  not  critical,  and  I  therefore  take  this 
occafion  to  fuggeft  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
miliary  eruptions  in  fevers  feldom  deferve 
to  be  reckoned  critical :  for,  on  the  twelfth 
day,  though  my  patient  had  endured  one 
entire  defquammation  of  large,  clear,  pellucid 
veficles,  yet  her  dejeCtion  of  fpirits,  invo¬ 
luntary  fighing,  pale  crude  urine,  and  a 
tedious  train  belides  of  thofe  nervous 
affections,  which  fometimes  happen  in 
fevers,  came  on  again,  or  increafed ;  and 
therefore  a  warmer  regimea  in  diet  and 
medicine  feemed  to  be  called  for  :  Blifters, 
therefore,  were  applied,  and  repeated  from 
time  to  time  ;  alfo,  wine  and  water,  and  a 
cordial  draught  of  the  decoCtion  of  Virginia 
fnakeroot,  with  gfs.  of  cordial  confe&ion, 
were  prefcribed,  and  repeated  as  often  as  her 
fymptoms  required,  or  her  ftomach  would 

endure 
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endure  it ;  yet,  though  all  that  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  was  done,  together  with  a  free  ufe 
of  the  Peruvian  bark,  ftill  fhe  feemed  unlikely 
to  conquer  this  obftinate  difeafe  :  and  though 
the  eruption  was  fo  copious  and  univerfal, 
yet  I  advifed  clean  bed-linen  and  that  my 
patient  might  be  taken  daily  out  of  bed,  or 
whenever  her  ftrength  and  fpirits  would  bear 
it,  and  to  change  whatever  about  her,  at 
any  time  became  naufeous  or  ungrateful  by 
the  fweat,  carefully  avoiding  too  much  heat 
from  the  fire  in  her  chamber,  or  a  load  [of 
bed-clothes;  and,  as  the  feafon  was  not 
fevere,  I  alfo  recommended  to  refrefh  the 
room,  by  opening  the  windows  at  inter¬ 
vals,  and  permitted  her  to  fuck  fweet  or 
four  oranges,  or  to  eat  roafted  apples, 
&c.  But  I  never  found  any  undue  check, 
or  fuppreffion,  from  this  regimen,  though 
I  have  learned  to  rely  011  this  manner  of 
treating  this  difeafe,  altogether  as  much 
as  on  medicines  ;  yet,  after  four  fucceflive 
crops  of  frefh  eruptions,  within  forty-fix 
days,  to  the  very  laft,  a  low  creeping 
pulfe,  and  proftration  of  ftrength  and  fpirits 
remained,  together  with  many  more  of  that 
horrid  train  of  nervous  ills,  which,  alike  in 

fevers 
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fevers  as  often  in  their  abfence,  renders 
life  a  wearifome  and  intolerable  burden. 
Having  juft  already  mentioned  the  bark,  I 
think  it  neceflary  to  add,  that  I  began  its 
ufe  early  in  this  fever ;  and  having  found 
the  cold  infufion  in  river  water,  after  four 
days,'  unaccompanied  with  either  good  or 
ill  effects,  I  proceeded  cautioufly  to  add  and 
increafe  a  quantity  of  powder  in  the  infu¬ 
fion,  to  as  much  as  her  ftomach  would 
endure  without  load  or  ficknefs  :  and  thus, 
by  the  end  of  the  fifth  week,  the  virtues 
of  full  fix  ounces  of  this  powerful  remedy, 
in  fubftance  and  infufion,  appear,  on  the 
apothecary’s  file,  to  have  been  fairly  tried: 
neverthelefs  a  frefh  eruption  fo  late  in  the 
difeafe  appeared ;  but  the  fweat  was  then 
not  fo  rank,  nor  the  teazing  incoherent  fan- 
cies,  which,  between  fleeping  and  waking, 
without  perfect  delirium  at  any  time,  had 
all  along  terrified  her,  now  ceafed  even 
without  an  opiate;  though,  having  no 
prejudices  againft  opiates  ufed  with  caution 
in  fome  ftages  of  nervous  fevers,  I  had  tried 
repeatedly  a  few  drops  of  TR.  Thebaic  : 
when  preffing  fymptoms  feemed  to  indicate, 

that 
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„  ,  .  f  f  •  -  ? 

that  they  might  be  ferviceable ;  yet,  under 
the  lateft  eruption,  hot  fweats,  extreme  pro- 
ftration  of  ftrength  and  fpirits,  and  defpair 
of  her  recovery,  excited  an  infuperable  aver- 
fion  to  the  ufe  of  every  other  drug  but  the 
cold  infufion  of  bark,  with  a  large  tea- 
fpoonful  of  dulcified  fpirits  of  vitriol  twice 
a  day i  About  half  a  pint  of  old  hock, 
diluted  with  water,  was  her  cordial.  But 
neither  this  courfe,  nor  afles  milk,  nor 
airing  daily  in  a  coach,  nor  femoving  from 
town  altogether  into  couiitry  air,  were 
able  to  remove  her  troublefome  inquietudes, 
ot  reftore  her  natural  fleep,  or  utterly  to 
carry  off  the  remains  of  her  wearifome 
and  long-continued  illnefs.  At  length 
I  prevailed  on  her  to  drink  daily  a  full 
quart  of  Seltzer  water;  by  which,  within 
three  days,  fhe  felt  a  remarkable  abatement 
of  all  her  obftinate  fymptoms,  and,  within 
the  week  after  the  trial,  flie  was  reftored 
to  perfect  health  and  fpirits,  and  thefe 
have  continued  unimpaired  ever  fince :  for, 
whenever  any  flight  feverifh  indifpofition 
attacks  her,  living  in  the  career  of  modifh 
life,  fhe  forthwith  recurs  to  Seltzer  water, 
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and  before  fhe  ufes  fix  or  eight  bottles  of 
it,  with  the  addition  of  a  drachm  of 
powder  of  Peruvian  bark,  fhe  feels  herfelf 
redored  to  health  and  good  fpirits  ;  and  by 
this  practice,  fhe  hath  enjoyed  more,  and 
better  health,  fince  that  time,  than  ever  fhe 
had  before.  All  this  happy  alteration  in 
her  conftitution,  fhe  declares,  by  experience, 
fire  derives  from  this  pleafant  remedy ;  the 
free  ufe  of  which  affuages  quickly  all  her 
irregular  feverifh  heats  and  hedic  flufhings, 
which  heretofore  preyed  upon  her  eafe,  and 
made  even  life  itfelf  almod  intolerable. 

’’  >  -  ' 


CASE  IIL 

A  middle-aged  woman,  labouring  with  a 
hard  quick  pulfe,  a  great  oppreiTion  on  her 
bread:,  and  a  violent  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
liver,  extending  to  the  right  pleura ,  called 
for  my  adiftance,  28th  July  1768.  On 
inquiry,  I  found  fhe  had  been  drooping 
near  three  weeks  before,  but  had  differed 
no  evacuation  either  by  bleeding  or  pur¬ 
ging  all  that  time.  In  thefe  ciccumdances, 
1  did  not  heutate  to  order  feven  ounces  of 

blood 
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blood  to  be  taken  from  her  arm ;  but 
notwithftanding  the  blood,  when  cold, 
exhibited  as  huffy  fize  on  the  furface  as 
ufually  happens  in  a  pleurify,  yet,  within 
twenty-four  hours  afterwards,  her  fpirits 
were  exceedingly  funk,  and  her  ftrength 
forfook  her  entirely,  though  fhe  confeffed 
fhe  was  greatly  relieved  of  the  excruciating 
pains  in  her  fide.  She,  however,  conftantly 
complained  of  fome  degree  of  utieafinefs 
in  her  throat  on  fwallowing;  and,  upon 
infpe£tion,  the  fornix  and  back  parts  of 
the  mouth  appeared  uncommonly  pale. 
Some  parts  were  dry,  whilft  others,  within 
twelve  hours,  difcharged  a  vifcous  flime; 
and  between  the  lower  parts  of  the 
fornix  and  the  tonfils ,  a  large  black  fpeck 
appeared  on  each  fide.  She  had,  moreover, 
an  eruption  and  fwelling  about  her  nofe 
and  lips,  and  a  rafh  all  over  her  neck  and 
body.  Thefe  appearances  induced  me  to 
order  the  bark,  half  a  drachm  of  which  was 
given  every  four  hours  for  feveral  days,  as 
her  ftomach  would  bear  it ;  but  within 
twelve  hours  the  difcharge  of  flitny  mucus 
increafed  to  near  three  quarts  a  day,  and 
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thus  continued  more  than  three  weeks 
afterwards.  This  difeharge  from  her  nofe 
as  well  as  mouth,  of  a  moft  intolerably 
foetid  Janies  and  mucus ,  appeared  to  me  no 
other  than  nature’s  effort  to  relieve  her ; 
for  it  was  not  brought  on  by  the  ufe  of  any 
ftimulating  gargles,  as  from  the  firft  fhe 
could  not  bear  the  mildeft  of  the  common 
forts,  with  only  a  little  vinegar ;  for  the  white 
of  a  new  laid  egg,  beat  up  with  about  fix 
ounces  of  rofe-water,  was  all  that  feemed 
to  help  her  to  any  eafe.  By  the  ufe  of  this, 
fhe  brought  away  furprifingly  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  folid  black  floughs,  fo  as  to  leave 
a  large  hole  in  that  part  where  the  blacknefs 
at  firft  appeared  in  her  throat.  Within  four¬ 
teen  days,  befides  four  ounces  of  Peruvian 
bark,  adminiftered  by  infufion  and  in 
fubftance,  I  had  alfo  tried  ferpentaria , 
<virginiana ,  and  confedlio  cardiaca ,  in  as 
large  dofes,  and  as  often  repeated,  as  her 
ftomach  would  bear ;  and  I  had  perfuaded 
her  to  take  fome  port-wine  in  mint-tea 
daily,'  to  fuch  quantities  as  her  languid 
ftomach  feemed  to  require.  A  flight  inci¬ 
pient  delirium  now  made  me  cautious 
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in  perfevering  in  the  infufion  of  bark  only ; 
o  that  I  fubftituted  decodion  of ferpentaria 
with  vinegar  and  anodynes,  fuch  as  TR. 
thebaic ,  3,  4,  or  5  drops  every  fix  or 
eight  hours,  or  volatile,  camphorated,  or 
mufk  juleps,  and  whatever  other  remedies 
are  ufually  tried  in  fuch  cafes;  yet  no 
medicine  feemed  fenfibly  to  counterad  the 
inveteracy  of  this  terrible  difeafe.  Having 
well  confidered  the  clofenefs  of  the  air  in 
her  chamber,  and  experienced  how  little 
ground  was  hitherto  gained  by  medicine  fo 
long  adminiftered,  and  in  no  trifling  quan¬ 
tities,  I  advifed  her,  even  under  the  fever, 
and  fpitting  as  much  as  ever,  to  be  carried 
above  three  miles  out  of  town.  After  the 
third  day,  I  had  ftill  the  mortification  to 
find  my  patient  funk  with  defpair  and  difeafe, 
and  her  ftomach,  at  length,  naufeated 
every  fpecies  of  medicine.  In  order,  there¬ 
fore,  to  adminifter  the  laft  relief  in  my 
power,  and  having  at  that  time  the  ana- 
lyfis  of  Seltzer  water  under  my  confidera- 
tion,  I  judged,  from  the  contents,  it  might 
not  be  unlikely  to  prove  ferviceable,  if  three 
pipts,  or  more,  were  drank  everyday,  in  the 
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inftant  of  pouring  it  from  the  bottle  ; 
expecting,  that  the  fixed  air  of  this  water, 
juft  ready  to  efcape,  might  be  imbibed  into 
her  putrefcent  folids,  whofe  elafticity  and 
power  of  reaction  might  thereby  come  to 
be  reftored.  Whatever  way  it  a&ed  is  not 
fo  much  to  the  purpofe,  as  that,  after  drink¬ 
ing  a  bottle,  or  3  pints,  a  day,  for  three  or 
four  days,  her  immoderate  fpitting  mani- 
feftly  abated ;  her  hot  difagreeable  fweats 
daily  lefiened,  till  by  degrees,  in  one  week 
more,  fhe  found  herfelf,  though  greatly 
weakened  and  emaciated  by  difeafe,  yet 
reftored  to  her  natural  fleep,  and  her  appe¬ 
tite  returned  without  any  remains  of  fever. 
In  fhort,  within  three  weeks  from  her  begin¬ 
ning  this  courfe,  and  drinking  afles  and 
cows  milk  freely,  her  health  was  tolerably 
reftored;  and  fhe  fo  continues  ever  fince, 
excepting  that  for  fix  months  afterwards 
flie  had  not  menftruated. 

I  have  now  fulfilled  my  firft  intention  of 
fubmitting  the  foregoing  fketch  of  the 
hiftory  of  Seltzer  water,  and  its  efficacy,  to 
the  confederation  of  this  fociety ;  and  I  fhall 
be  abundantly  recompenfed  for  the  pains 

I  have 
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I  have  taken,  if  what  hath  been  now  fug- 
gelled  in  this  paper,  tends  to  excite  the  at¬ 
tention  of  practitioners  in  general  through¬ 
out  the  Britilh  dominions,  to  the  trial  of 
this  water;  particularly  towards  the  end,  as 
well  as  often  in  other  ftages  of  feveral  acute 
and  fome  chronical  difeafes.  I  am  well 
convinced  it  might  at  leaf!  prove  of  fome 
utility,  by  offering  to  our  naufeating  and 
languid  patients,  at  proper  times,  a  new 
and  untried  pleafant  remedy,  by  which  that 
impatient  eagernefs  in  human  nature,  to 
fly,  in  extremities,  to  dangerous  and  enter- 
prifing  quacks,  might  be  diverted,  or  pro¬ 
perly  reftrained  :  for  thefe,  by  the  boldeft 
promifes,  and  fometimes  by  the  moft 
hazardous  expedients,  keep  up  their  deceit, 
to  the  unfpeakable  mifchief  and  prejudice 
of  mankind. 
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III.  Remarks  on  the  Hydrocephalus  interims, 

by  John  Fothergill,  M.D.  F .  R.  S,  Read 

Auguft  8. 1768. 

HAVE  for  a  long  time  propofed  to 

myfelf,  to  lay  before  you  fome  account 
of  a  difeafe  which  occurs  more  frequently, 
I  bdieve,  than  is  generally  apprehended, 
and  is  very  often  confounded  with  another, 
to  which,  in  many  refpeCts,  it  appears  not 
diflimilar  ;  yet  arifes  from  a  very  different 
caufe.  At  the  fame  time,  I  muft  own  to 
you,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  fuggeft  any 
probable  means  of  curing  the  difeafe  of 
which  I  treat :  it  has  baffled  all  my  attempts, 
both  when  confided  in  alone,  and  in  con- 
fill  fation  with  the  ableft  of  the  faculty. 
All  that  I  pretend  to  do  is,  to  exhibit  fuch 
an  idea  of  this  difeafe  as  may  ferve  to 
make  it  known  when  it  occurs  in  practice, 
and  to  form  fuch  a  prognoftic  of  its 
'  progrefs  and  event,  as  may  juftify  practi¬ 
tioners  to  themfelves,  and  to  the  families 
in  which  fuch  fatal  occurrences  may  prefent 
themfelves. 

1 7 1  .  •  *  *  * 
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I  have  juft  perufed  Dr.  Robert  Whytt’s 
hiftory  of  this  diftemper,  in  his  works, 
lately  publifhed,  in  a  trad:  at  the  end. 
The  Dodor  has  done  more  in  elucidating 
this  fubjed,  than  any  of  the  writers  I  have 
feen.  It  will  appear  from  what  I  have  to 
fay  on  this  fubjed,  that  we  pcrfedly  agree 
in  the  feat  of  the  diieafe,  in  moil  of  its 
fymptoms,  and  in  its  fatality.  Neverthelefs, 
in  fome  points,  our  obfervations  have  led 
us  to  make  different  concluuons. 

The  difeafes  to  which  this  I  am  treating 
of  bears  the  neareft  refembiance,  are  fuch 
as  are  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  worms ; 
and  what  increafes  the  refemblance  is,  that 
they  are,  for  the  moft  part,  difeafes  of  the 
fame  age.  I  have  feldom  met  with  the 
hydrocephalus  in  fubjeds  younger  than 
three  years ;  moft  frequently  it  has  hap¬ 
pened,  in  my  pradice,  from  five  to  ten ; 
two  or  three  from  ten  to  thirteen,  and  two 
cafes  between  feventeen  and  nineteen  vears 
of  age.  The  laft  four  were  girls ;  the 
former  moftly  boys ;  and  none  of  them 
peculiarly  unhealthy  before  they  were 
attacked  with  this  difeafe.  Moft  of  them 

had 
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had  gone  through  the  fmall-pox,  fome  the 
meafles  likewife;  but  without  any  reafon 
to  fufpeCt  that  thefe  had  left  any  founda¬ 
tion  for  this  terrible  complaint. 

It  happened,  that  feveral  of  tliofe  who 
firft  of  all  came  under  my  care  in.  this 
difeafe,  were  either  the  favourites  of  the 
family  or  the  foie  hopes  of  their  parents.  I 
do  riot  mention  this  as  having  any  thing  to 
do  with  the  difeafe  itfelf,  but  as  the  caufe 
of  my  not  being  able  to  learn  what  the 
diftempcr  really  was,  fo  foon  as  I  could  have 
wifhed.  It  was  difficult  to  alk,  and  ftill 
more  difficult  to  obtain  leave,  under  fuch 
tender  circumftances,  to  examine  the  fubjeCt. 
At  length,  however,  1  fucceeded,  and,  in 
feveral  diflfeCtions,  found  the  fame  caufe 
fubfifting  ;  viz.  a  collection  of  clear 
pellucid  lymph,  amounting  in  quantity,  by 
appearance,  to  2,  3,  or  4  ounces,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  ventricle  of  the  brain,  under 
the  corpus  callofum ,  from  whence  it  was 
impoffible  to  difcharge  it  by  any  medicine 
or  operation  hitherto  difcovered. 

The  firft  cafe  I  met  with  I  fufpeCted 
was  owing  to  worms,  and  thought  myfelf 

,  fully 
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fully  juftified  in  exhibiting  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  anthelminthics  I  was  acquainted  with, 
applying  fuch  other  remedies  as  parti¬ 
cular  exigencies  required.  When  another 
cafe  like  this  call  up,  I  early  took  the  alarm, 
and  requefted  affiftance  ;  but  we  were  as 
unfortunate  as  I  had  been  before.  Once, 
fometimes  twice  in  a  year,  for  federal 
fucceeding  years,  I  had  occafion  to  fee  thefe 
unhappy  objedis.  Of  late  years,  they  have 
not  occurred  to  me  quite  fo  frequently, 
though  I  am  now  lamenting  a  difafter  of 
this  fort,  which  has  deprived  a  large  and 
honourable  family  of  the  only  male  amongft 
them. 

Two  or  three  inftances  I  have  met  with, 
that  had  very  flrong  appearances  of  being 
entered  into  the  laft  flage  .of  this  diforder, 
but  were  happily  recovered  ;  they  wTere 
adtual  worm-cafes,  and  were  cured  by 
anthelminthicks.  I  had  been  led,  from 
thefe  appearances  that  were  fo  fimilar  to 
thofe  which  attend  the  hydrocephalus ,  to 
judge  it  was  the  fame,  and  to  form  an 
unfavourable  prognoftic. 
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Dr.  Whytt  fuppofes,  that  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  this  difeafe  is  obfcure ;  that  it  is 
generally  fome  months  in  forming;  that, 
after  fome  obvious  urgent  fymptoms  make 
affiftance  neceffary,  it  continues  fome  weeks 
before  it  ends  fatally.  This,  in  general, 
differs  from  what  I  have  hitherto  obferved. 
I  have  feen  children,  who,  from  all  appear¬ 
ance,  were  well,  healthy,  and  adtive,  feized 
with  this  diftemper,  and  carried  off  in 
about  fourteen  days.  I  have  feldom  been 
able  to  trace  the  commencement  of  it 
above  three  weeks.  We  know  very  well 
how  often  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with 
thefe  things  afcribe  the  beginning  of  difor- 
ders  to  wrong  caufes,  and  date  them  from 
acras  with  which  they  have  no  connection. 
Thus  every  malady  to  which  a  child  may 
be  incident  through  the  courfe  of  many 
years,  fhall  be  attributed  to  the  fmall-pox,  a 
worm  fever,  or  fome  other  difeafe,  that  has 
thoroughly  roufed  the  parents  fears,  though 
that  very  difeafe  may  have  been  happily 
terminated.  One  cannot  be  fufficiently 
upon  one’s  guard  in  afcribing  effedts  to 
caufes  that  exifted  at  a  remote  period. 


In 
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In  moft  of  thofe  whom  I  have  feen  in 
this  diftemper,  a  pain  in  fome  part  or  other 
below  the  head  was  the  firft  thing  they 
complained  of ;  moft  commonly  about  the 
nape  of  the  neck  and  fhoulders,  often  ifr 
the  legs,  fometimes  in  the  arms,  but  more 
rarely* 

This  pain  was  not  always  alike  acute, 
nor  always  fixed  to  one  place ;  fometimes 
it  feemed  not  to  affedt  any  of  the  limbs. 
In  thefe  cafes,  the  head  and  ftomach  feemed 
to  be  more  difordered  ;  and  indeed  were 
always  difordered  more  or  lefs  from  the 
beginning,  as  far  as  I  could  learn.  When 
the  pain  was  in  the  limbs,  the  ficknefs  or 
headach  was  lefs;  when  the  head  became 
the  feat  of  complaint,  the  pain  in  the  limbs 
was  feldom  or  ever  mentioned:  fome  had 
very  violent  ficknefles,  and  violent  headachs 
alternately. 

From  being  perfectly  well  and  fportive, 
fome  wTere  feized  with  thefe  pains  in  the 
limbs,  or  with  ficknefs,  or  headach  (lightly, 
in  a  few  hours,  commonly  after  dinner. 
Some  have  been  obferved  to  droop  a  few 
days  before  they  complained  of  any  part 

being 
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being  much  indilpofed.  In  this  manner 
they  continued  three,  four,  or  five  days, 
more  or  lefs,  as  the  cihldren  were  healthy 
and  vigorous,  when  the  diftemper  begins 
to  fhow  itfelf  in  an  alarming  manner. 

They  then  commonly  complain  of  a  moft 
acute  pain  in  the  head,  deep  feated,  and 
extending  acrofs  the  forehead  from  temple 
to  temple.  They  are  generally  very  fick 
between  whiles,  crying  out  in  the  moft 
affecting  manner,  Oh ,  my  head !  Oh ,  I  am 
fick  !  alternately,  and  with  fhort  intervals  : 
doling  a  little  in  thefe  intervals,  breathing 
irregularly,  and  fighing  much  while  awake. 
Sometimes  they  only  feem  to  breathe  in 
fighs  for  fome  minutes  together. 

The  pulfe,  from  being  regular  as  in 
healfh,  as  the  difeafe  creeps  on,  becomes  irre¬ 
gular  ;  flower,  for  the  moft  part,  at  firft  than 
it  ought  to  be  ;  it  grows  ftill  flower  as  the 
pain  increafes,  gradually  likewife  irregular, 
the  ftrokes  being  made  both  with  unequal 
force  and  in  unequal  times.  The  limbs, 
for  the  moft  part,  are  temperate,  in  refped: 
to  heat,  after  the  firft  accefs,  which  is  often 

attended 
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attended  with  feverifh  heats,  especially 
towards  evening  and  forepart  of  the  night* 
and  till  within  a  day  or  two  of  their  diflo- 
lution ;  the  pulfe  then  becomes  extremely 
quick,  the  breathing  deep,  irregular,  and 
laborious,  the  heat  exceflive  and  more 
general.  The  head  is  always  hot  from  the 
firft  attack,  and  the  preecordia  likewife. 

Almoft  every  fymptom  that  is  known 
to  attend  an  irritating  caufe  exifting  in  the 
brain,  appears  in  its  turn ;  firft,  pain  in 
the  limbs,  ficknefs,  and  headach. 

Short  difturbed  Sleeps,  ftartings,  irre¬ 
gular  pulfe,  watchfulnefs,  and  the  pupils 
of  the  eyes  much  dilated. 

They  are  unwilling  to  be  difturbed  for 
any  purpofe,  are  averfe  to  light,  take  things 
greedily,  and  cannot  bear  any  pofture  but 
that  of  lying  horizontally.  They  attend 
lefs  to  objedls  ;  when  afieep,  great  part  of 
the  whites  of  the  eyes  are  feen,  and  are 
undifturbed  by  any  thing  but  moving  them. 
Their  urine  comes  away  infenfibly,  and  their 
ftools  likewife.  They  often  feream  out 

»  (•  f.* 

mod  piercingly,  but  complain  of  nothing. 

One 
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One  or  both  hands  are  molt  common!/ 
about  their  heads.  At  length  the  eyelids 
become  paralytic,  the  iris  immoveable  :  it 
gives  them  no  apparent  uneafinefs,  if  one 
raifes  the  eyelids  with  one’s  finger  two  or 
three  days  before  they  die.  The  heat  of 
the  head  and  trunk  become  exceffive ;  a 
great  heat  and  fweat  fpreads  over  the  whole 
body,  refpiration  is  altogether  fufpirious, 
the  pulfe  trembling,  and  quick  beyond  the 
poffibility  of  counting,  and  the  patient 
goes  off  gradually  as  the  ftrength  fails ; 
fometimes  a  fpafin  finifhes  the  cataftrophe. 

One  fees,  in  this  recital,  many  fymptoms 
that  are  familiar  to  worm-cafes,  teeth,  and 
other  irritating  caufes.  Perhaps,  it  will 
be  difficult  to  point  out  any  that  fhall  parti¬ 
cularly  chara&erife  this  difeafe.  The  pains 
in  the  limbs,  and  incefiant  headach,  and 
ficknefs,  leem  to  me  the  inoft  certain 
intimations  of  the  danger.  Thefe  happen 
in  other  difeafes  of  children,  but  neither  fo 
uniformly  nor  fo  laftmgly. 

Another  circumffance  likewife  is  familiar, 
if  not  peculiar  to  this  difeafe  :  I  recoiled; 
not  one  inftance,  in  which  the  patient  was 

not 
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not  coftive,  and  in  which  likewife  it  was 
not  without  Angular  difficulty  that  ftools 

i*  •  , 

were  procured. 

The  ftools  are  moft  commonly  of  a  very 
dark  greenifh  colour,  with  an  oilinefs  or 
a  glafly  bile,  rather  than  the  flime  which 
accompanies  worms.  They  are,  for  the  moft 
part,  Angularly  offenAve0  The  urine  fhews 
nothing  to  be  depended  on  :  it  is  various 
both  in  colour  and  contents  in  different 
fubjefts ;  depending  chiefly  on  the  quantity 
of  liquids  they  get  down,  and  the  time 
between  the  difcharges  of  urine.  From 
their  unwillingnefs  to  be  moved,  they  often 

hold  their  water  a  long  time;  twelve  or 

•  % 

ftfteen  hours,  fometimes  longer ;  they 
feldom  complain  of  their  belly  :  indeed  when 
they  complain  of  Acknefs,  they  mention 
their  belly  ;  but,  if  one  deAres  them  to 
point  to  it,  they  always  lay  their  hand  on 
the  ftomach.  In  diforders  from  worms  this 
is  not  fo  generally  the  cafe.  In  thefe 
complaints,  and  thofe  attending  dentition, 
fpafms  are  more  frequent  than  in  the 
diftemper  I  am  defcribing.  Children  fubjeft 
to  fits,  are  fometimes  feized  with  them  a 
Von.  IV.  E  few 
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few  days  before  they  die  ;  fometimes  they 
continue  for  twenty-four  hours  inceffantly,, 
and  till  they  expire  ;  but  this  is  not 
conftant. 

The  moft  certain  chara&er  marks  itfelf 
indeed  but  too  evidently,  when  one  fees  all 
thofe  fymptoms  gradually  advancing  which* 
attend  a  violent  depreflion  of  the  fcull ; 
when  a  comatous  oppreffion  feizes  the  ^ 
brain,  and  diminifhes,  by  degrees,  all  the 
faculties,  till  they  are  at  length  totally 
extinguifhed,  either  by  fome  violent  fpaf-^ 
modic  efforts,  or  the  vires  vit<e  are  ex- 
haufted. 

With  Dr.  Whytt,  X  have  called  this< 
difeafe  the  Hydrocephalus  internus ,  or  dropfy 
of  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  till  fome1 
more  appofite  name  can  be  given  to  it- 
From  what  remote  caufes  it  may  proceed,. 
I  am  not  fo  well  fatisfied  as  to  decide 
on  this  point.  Whether  the  breach  of  a 
lymphatic  may  not  more  commonly  be  the 
proximate  caufe,  is  fubmitted  to  confidera- 
tion.  It  is  a  diforder  that  happens,  fo  far 
as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving,* 
more  commonly  to  healthy,  active,  lively 

children** 
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children,  than  to  fuch  in  whom,  from 
previous  indifpofition,  there  is  room  to 
fufpeCt  an  unequal  or  weakened  abforption. 

And  indeed,  if  we  confider  the  number- 

lefs  little  feats  of  activity  that  children  of 

* 

both  fexes  are  difpofed  to,  we  cannot  wonder 
that  a  veffel  of  flight  texture  fhould  give 
way  on  fome  occafion  or  other.  I  am 
the  more  inclined  to  be  of  this  opinion, 
from  the  progrefs  of  this  difeafe  in  many 
of  the  cafes  that  I  have  feen  of  it ;  from 
reflecting  on  the  juvantia  and  ledeniia ;  and, 
from  this  circumftance  being  generally  true, 
that  in  ftrong  vigorous  conftitutions,  the 
difeafe  is  fatal  in  a  fhorter  time,  than  in 
the  tender  and  difeafed,  though  perhaps 
not  lefs  a&ive  difpofitions.  Sometimes  I 
have  been  told,  that  the  difeafe  was  thought 
to  have  taken  its  rife  from  jumping  from 
a  confider  able  height  upon  a  hard  floor,  a 
fall,  or  fome  pretty  fmart  exercife :  but 
however  favourable  fuch  accounts  may  be 
to  the  opinion  already  mentioned,  yet  I 
offer  them  with  diffidence,  and  only  with  a 
view  to  promote  further  inquiry. 

E  a 
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Were  I  to  recite  the  different  attempts 

i  -  /  * 

to  cure  this  difeafe,  made  both  alone  and 
conjun&ly  with  fome  of  the  ableft  in  the 
profeflion,  it  would  carry  me  beyond  the 
bounds  you  have  a  right  to  preferibe.  It 
may  be  fufficient  to  mention,  that,  whenever 
I  am  called  to  a  patient  in  the  earlier  ftages 
of  this  diftemper,  I  proceed  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  if  the  difeafe  was  fuppofed  to 
arife  from  worms,  or  fome  caufe  of  irrita¬ 
tion  capable  of  being  removed. 

Three  or  four  grains  of  calomel \  or  more, 
according  to  the  age  and  habit  of  the  patient, 
with  rhubarb  and  the  pulv.  e  fcam .  co?npof. 
are  given  to  empty  the  bowels,  if  this  has 
not  been  done  before  fufficiently.  If  the 
ftomach  appears  to  be  loaded,  ^  or  2.  a  grain 
of  the  emet .  tartar,  may  be  joined  with  it, 
and  the  ftomach  wafhed  with  any  fuitable 
liquor. 

After  this,  it  feems  prudent  to  abate  the 
vomiting  by  the  faline,  abforbent  medicines, 
adding  a  few  drops  of  the  tinfl.  theb.  as 
occafion  requires,  giving  broth,  thin  decoc¬ 
tions  of  hartfhorn  fhavings,  and  other 
fuitable  fupport  as  may  be  neceflary. 

Anthel- 
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Anthelminthics  in  broth  are  thrown  up 
In  clyfters,  and  fmall  dofes  of  anodynes 
occafionally  exhibited.  A  decoCtion  of  fern, 
f ant  on.  with  30  or  40  drops  of  ol.  terebinth. 
in  3  or  4  ounces  of  broth ;  or  aloes  boiled 

in  milk.  All  heating  medicines  feem  to 

% 

increafe  the  malady ;  fo  does  much  warmth 
in  the  room. 

If  the  difeafe  actually  proceeds  from 
worms,  the  fymptoms  are  moft  commonly 
at  a  hand  after  this  procefs,  and,  by  a 
repetition,  at  proper  diftances,  it  foon 
gives  way  ;  but,  if  the  fymptoms  not  only 
continue,  but  increafe  after  a  prudent 
repetition  of  thefe  medicines,  or  fuch  as 
different  practitioners  may  have  found  to 
be  fuccefsful  in  worm  cafes,  there  is  too 
much  reafon  to  fear  that  the  diftemper  is 
of  a  more  fatal  kind,  and  that  the  moft 
ftrenuous  and  well-direCted  endeavours  will 
probably  afford  no  relief. 

One  ought  not,  however,  to  ceafe 
attempting  to  mitigate  the  moft  prefiing 
fymptoms,  by  all  the  means  in  our  power. 
The  application  of  blifters,  finapifms, 

E  3  embrocations, 
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embrocations  externally  ;  the  lefs  heating 
antifpafmodics,  internally;  and,  at  all  times,, 
taking  care  to  keep  the  bowels,  as  much  as 
may  be,  free  from  impurities,  will,  perhaps, 
afford  fufficient  means  to  anfwer  every 
reafonable  indication. 

I  need  fcareely  mention,  that  every 
opportunity  of  infpcfting  the  body  fhould 
be  fought  for  by  the  faculty.  Dangerous 
and  incurable  as  it  feems  to  be,  its  feat 
only  known,  and  its  fatal  iffue,  we  ought 
not  to  defpair  of  tracing  its  beginning  a 
little  higher,  afcertaining  the  caufes,  and 
fix  its  character  with  more  precifion.  By 
treating  the  complaint,  however,  in  the 
manner  above-mentioned,  we  lofe  no  ad¬ 
vantage  :  we  are  almofl  fare  to  fucceed  if 
the  cafe  be  only  worms ;  but  if  other  wife, 
we*  at  leaft  are  treating  it  in  the  moft 
rational  method,  increafing  all  the  fecre- 
tions,  and  thereby  preventing  any  addition 
to  the  quantity  of  extravafated  fluid,  to  the 
utmoft  of  our  power. 

From  the  preceding  defeription  of  this 

K 

cafe,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  account  for 
the  fymptoms  ;  nor  will  it  appear  furprifing, 

that 
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that  the  patients  go  off  in  the  fame  manner 
as  thofe  who  die  of  a  depreffion  of  the  fcull ; 
for  it  makes  very  little  difference  whether 
the  external  parts  of  the  brain  are  crouded 
on  the  more  central  parts,  or  a  fluid  is 
perpetually  preffed  into  the  cavities,  near 
the  center,  ftrongl'y  forcing  their  fides 
and  the  brain  itfelf  againfl:  the  fcull.  So 
far  as  one  can  learn  from  the  unhappy 
fubjedts  themfelves,  the  kind  of  pain  they 
feel,  is  not  quick  and  darting,  or  like  that 
of  a  boil  or  inflammation  ;  but,  though 
acute,  iS'  tenfive,  and  as  if  forcing  the  head 
afunder.  .-J...  :  ' 

I  .  ......  wJi.4  <  .  .  /  1  iJW  a*  '  »  t  »  l\  i  \ 

v_j  '  —  ».  "  r  \Jt-f 

When  this  paper  was  read  to  the  Medical 
Society,  Dr.  Huck  faid,  he  believed  that 
this  difeafe  was  not  confined  to  children,  or 
fuch  as  were  under  puberty  only ;  for  he 
imagined  that  he  had  feen  it  two  or  three 
times  in  adults,  and  gave  me  the  following 
cafe,  where  diffedlion  put  it  out  of  doubt. 

Hannah  Hargrave,  aged  30,  was  admit¬ 
ted  into  the  Middlefex  hofpital,  on  the 
25th  of  October  1768.  She  was  extremely 

E  4  languid, 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inq 


56  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries •. 

languid,  and  fo  opprefied,  that  fhe  could 
not  give  a  very  diftindt  account  of  her 
illnefs.  She  faid,  that  fhe  had  been  fick  a 
week ;  that  her  chief  complaint  was  a  moil 
excruciating  pain  in  her  head,  with  a 
vomiting  of  every  thing  fhe  took,  mixed 
with  green  fluff :  fhe  faid  fhe  was  coftive, 
giddy,  thirfty,  had  great  palpitations,  and 
could  get  no  fleep  :  her  heat  was  not  greater 
than  in  health:  her  pulfe  beat  78  flrokes  in 
a  minute ;  fhe  had  her  menfes  at  that  time. 
No  means  that  were  ufed  gave  her  any  relief: 
the  headach,  vomiting,  though  lefs  fre-?. 
quent,  and  watchfulnefs,  continued.  On 
the  4th  of  November  fhe  was  lightheaded, 
hghed  and  moaned  frequently ;  the  pupils 
of  her  eyes  were  greatly  dilated?  and  I 
thought  flie  could  not  fee.  On  the  5th,  I  firft 

obferved  a  Jlrabifihus  ;  Hie  gathered  up  the 

.  * 

bedclothes;  her  teeth  were  furred;  but  her 
tongue  was  not  very  dry;  her  pulfe  was 
almofl  like  to  that  of  a  perfon  in  health. 

On  the  6th,  fhe  feemed  every  way  worfe, 
continued  muttering,  moaning,  always 
without  fieep,  and  palled  her  urine  invo- 

6  luntarify. 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  57 

luntarily.  Her  pulfe  beat  88  ftrokes  in  a 
minute. 

She  died  on  the  7th,  and  her  body  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Tickel  houfe-furgeon,  the 
next  day,  in  prefence  of  fome  of  the  pupils 
and  myfelf.  Nothing  very  remarkable  was 
found,  except  about  four  ounces  of  water 
in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  and  a  larger 
quantity  than  ufual  in  the  theca  vertex 
brarum . 

I  have  likewife  feen  two  cafes  lately  of 
the  like  kind  to  appearance.  Both  were 
women:  the  firft  about  17,  unmarried;  the 
fecond  about  25  married ;  and  both  appa¬ 
rently  healthy,  till  they  were  feized  with 
fymptoms  much  refembling  thofe  defcribed 
by  Dr.  Huck.  Though  there  was  no 
opportunity  of  confirming  this  opinion  by 
diffe£tion ;  yet,  from  the  fimilarity  of  the 
fymptoms,  there  was  juft  ground  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  this  diftemper  is  not  folely 
confined  to  the  age  of  childhood. 


IV.  An 
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IV.  ^2.  Account  o  f  a  Rupture  of  the  Bladder 
from  a  fupprefion  of  urine  in  a  pregnant 
Woman ,  by  Mr .  Hey,  Surgeon  at  Leeds, 
communicated  by  \V<  Hunter*  .M,  £>• 

T.  8  Auguft  1 768. 

•  erfj  \r  •:  .rry/  ;  ;  »  1 

/~YN  Monday  morning,  March  7th  1768, 

^  I  was  defired  to  vifit  Mrs. - «  about 

38  years  of  age,  in  labour  of  her  ftrft  child. 
The  midwife,  who  was  attending  her, 
informed  me,  that  the  labour-pains  began 
on  Saturday  morning,  (the  5th)  the  mem¬ 
branes  being  then  broken,  and  the  head  of 
the  child  lying  low  in  the  pelvis  ;  that  the 
cs  tinece  had  been  fully  dilated  fince  Saturday 
night ;  and  that,  on  Sunday  noon,  the  head 
was  nearly  as  much  advanced  as  when  they 
fent  for  me. 

Upon  examination,  I  found  the  vertex 
pr  effing  upon  the  inferior  part  of  the  rettum* 
and  one  of  the  ears  contiguous  to  the 
fymphyjis  of  the  offa  pubis ;  but  there  was 
no  tumor  in  the  perineum*  The  pains 
were  moderately  ftrong  and  regular;  the 

pulfe 
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pulfe  very  good.  Finding  all  the  fymptoms 
£0  favourable,  I  left  my  patient  to  the  care 
of  her  midwife. 

In  the  evening  I  was  fent  for  again,  and 
found  every  thing  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate* 
only  the  head  was  more  advanced,  fa  that 
a  fmall  part  of  the  fcalp  remained  without 
the  o.s  externum ,  even  during  the  abfence  of 
the  pains.  As  the  chief  reafon  of  confult- 
ing  me  was,  to  know  whether  it  was  moft 
proper  to  deliver  immediately  by  art,  or 
wait  for  the  farther  effedt  of  the  natural 
pains,  I  again  left  her,  after  advifing  the 
latter  method. 

I  heard  no  more  from  her  till  the  Satur¬ 
day  following,  (12th),  when  I  was  requefted 
to  vifit  her  early  in  the  morning.  I  found 
her  fitting  up  in  bed,  and  complaining  of 
great  pain  in  the  abdomen ,  which  was  confix 
derably  diftended  :  her  refpiration  was 
fomewhat  quick  and  laborious  :  fhe  could 
not  bear  to  lie  down,  becaufe  both  the  pain 
and  difficulty  of  breathing  were  thereby 
much  increafed  :  fhe  had  much  oppreffion 
at  her  ftomach,  which  fhe  judged  to  arife 
from  flatulency,  and  was  almofl;  perpetu¬ 
ally 
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ally  belching,  though  nothing  feemed  to 
be  difcharged.  The  erudiations  refembled 
thofe  that  often  attend  the  iliac  paJfionr 
efpecially  in  the  laft  ftages,  when  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  ftomach  are  brought  up  into 
the  mouth  in  fmall  quantities.  She  was 
very  thirfty  :  her  pulfe  was  quick,  making 
1 24  ftrokes  in  a  minute,  fomewhat  full,  but 
oppreffed. 

I  inquired  concerning  her  date  from  the  . 
time  I  had  feen  her  in  labour,  and  received 
the  following  account :  That  fhe  was  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  dead  child  on  Tuefday  evening, 
the  day  after  I  faw  her ;  that  fhe  relied 
very  well  that  night,  and  the  next  day 
in  the  forenoon ;  but  in  the  afternoon 
began  to  be  uneafy,  and  to  complain  of  a 
pain  in  the  abdomen ,  which  particularly 
affedied  the  hypogajlrium ,  and  the  whole 
region  of  the  pelvis ;  that  fhe  became  very 
thirfty,  yet  could  not  bear  to  drink  much ; 
that  hie  had  fometimes  brought  up  a  little 
yellowifh  foetid  matter  with  a  kind  of 
belching,  which  die  had  alfo  done  in  labour; 
that  die  had  dept  very  little  fince  Wednefday 
forenoon ;  that  die  had  had  a  frequent 

motion 


Medical  O'bfervations  and  Inquiries .  61 

motion  to  make  water,  but  feldom  difcharged 
above  a  tea-cupful  at  once,  the  motions  being 
fometimes  fo  fudden,  that  fhe  was  obliged 
to  receive  her  urine  upon  clothes,  in  which 
manner  it  had  flowed  from  her  all  the 
preceding  (Friday)  night;  that  Ihe  had  gone 
to  ftool  once  every  day ;  that  her  breafts 
had  not  been  full  or  uneafy,  nor  had  the 
milk  yet  flowed  from  them ;  that  the 
lochial  difcharge  had  been  very  fmall,  and 
had  become  ferous  on  the  fecond  day;  that 
as  fhe  was  raifmg  herfelf  up,  about  an  hour 
before  I  vifited  her,  fhe  felt  fomething 
crack  (as  fhe  exprefled  it)  at  her  navel, 
and  the  pain  became  immediately  fevere 
about  that  part. 

I  took  five  ounces  of  blood  from  her 
arm,  applied  a  large  bladder  a  third-part 
full  of  warm  water  to  the  abdomen ,  and 
ordered  her  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  of  a  folu- 
tion  of fal  cathart .  amar.  frequently,  till  it 
fliould  begin  to  operate.  She  took  an 
ounce  and  half  of  the  fait  that  day,  and  had 
four  eafy  ftools.  She  became  eafier  foon 
after  the  bleeding,  breathed  with  more 

freedom, 
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t'  i 

freedom,  and  could  bear  to  lie  down  kt 
bed. 

In  the  evening  I  found  her  much  relieved ; 
her  pulfe  rifen,  and  her  {kin,  which  had 
before  been  dry,  covered  with  an  agreeable 
moifture.  I  obferved  the  crajfamentum  of 
the  blood  to  be  firm  and  fomewhat  fizy. 

Sunday  morning  (13th)  I  found  the 
unfavourable  fymptoms  returned.  She  had 
become  reftlefs  in  the  night ;  the  fweating 
was  gone  off,  and  the  pain  in  the  abdomen 
fomewhat  increafed,  though  not  fo  fevere 
as  yefterday  morning ;  her  pulfe  was  quicker 
and  more  oppreffed  ;  fhe  had  thrown  up 
fome  mutton-water  which  had  been  pre¬ 
ferred  for  common  drink,  and  had  the 
fame  frequent  belching  and  oppreffion  at 
her  ftomach. 

I  took  away  immediately  fix  ounces  of 
blood,  and  upon  obferving  that  it  had  a 
more  lizy  appearance  than  the  former,  and 
that  the  pulfe  was  not  weakened  by  the 
evacuation,  I  untied  the  arm  and  drew  off 
three  ounces  more :  I  advifed  the  ufe  of  a 
femicupium-t  and  ordered  her  to  drink 
fometimes  a  cupful  of  weak  coffee,  and 

fome- 
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fometimes  of  the  emuljio  communis ,  by  way 
of  common  drink.  The  bleeding  relieved 
her  again,  but  not  fo  much  as  before. 

At  noon  I  thought  it  proper  to  introduce 
the  catheter ,  as  fhe  had  then  made  no  water 
for  thirty  hours.  The  introduction  was*, 
performed  with  difficulty,  the  paflage  of 
the  inftrument  being  obftruCted  about  the 
middle  of  the  urethra ;  at  length  the  inftru¬ 
ment  pafling  into  the*  bladder,  about  fix 
ounces  only  of  dark-coloured  muddy  urine 
were  discharged. 

A  phyfician  was  confuked,  who  ordered 
the  application  of  a  large  blifter  to  the 
abdojnen ,  and  the  frequent  inje&ion  of 
broth-clyfters. 

Monday  (14th)  fhe  had  flept  very  little 
in  the  night ;  her  pulfe  beat  140  ftrokes  in 
a  minute,  and  was  weaker.  The  deten¬ 
tion  of  the  abdomen  was  the  fame ;  but  fhe 
rarely  complained  of  pain  in  it,  except 
upon  preffure  ;  her  anxiety,  however,  and 
oppreffion,  were  greater.  She  had  three  or 
four  ftools  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  :  her 
urine  was  difcharged  frequently  in  final! 
quantities  upon  the  clothes,  as  before. 

Tuefday 


I 
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Tuefday  (15th)  the  fame  fymptoms 
remained  ;  but  the  pulfe  was  becoiiie  more 
calm,  though  weak  :  fhe  did  riot  fpeak  fc 
diftindly,  and  took  lefs  notice  of  thofe 
about  hen 

Wednefday  (16th)  the  pulfe  ftill  flower, 
(118)  but  more  funk.  The  erudations, 

and  the  diflention  of  the  abdomen,  Conti- 

\  •  *  r  *  *  * 

nued  the  fame.  She  flill  complained  of 
thirft,  but  had  not  vomited  fince  Sunday. 
Her  fpeech  and  apprehenfion  were  very 
indiftind,  in  the  morning  when  l  vifited 
her :  fhe  did  not  fpeak  afterwards,  and  died 
about  eleven  at  night. 

I  was  permitted  to  infped  the  contents 
of  the  abdomen  the  day  after  her  death, 
which  I  did,  in  company  with  Mr.  Lucas,  a 
furgeon  of  this  place.  We  were  fenfible  of 
the  exiftence  of  fome  fluid  in  the  abdomen , 
by  patting  it  with  our  hands;  we  there¬ 
fore  opened  it  cautioufly,  and  took  out 
the  fluid  with  fpunges,  which,  by  the 
fmell,  foon  difcovered  itfelf  to  be  urine. 
Upon  looking  for  the  fource  of  this  extra- 
vafation,  we  perceived  an  aperture  in  the 

fuperior 
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fuperior  part  of  the  bladder,  large  enough 
to  admit  the  introduction  of  a  finger.  The 
edges  of  this  aperture  were  jagged,  and  of 
a  blackifh  colour ;  the  reft  of  the  bladder 
appeared  to  be  found.  None  of  the  inte- 
ftines  were  inflated ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
were  more  contracted  than  they  are  ufually 
found  to  be,  efpecially  the  colon:  their 
blood-veflels  were  turgid  in  forne  places; 
particularly  on  the  right  fide  of  the  mefo- 
colon;  but,  in  general,  the  inteftines,  and 

*  *  i  *  •  •  *  <• 

their  appendages,  had  a  very  found  appear¬ 
ance.  The  ftomach  was  confiderably 
inflated.  The  uterus  appeared  to  be  in  a 
found  ftate,  and  was  fufficiently  contracted, 
confidering  that  the  woman  died  the  ninth 
day  after  delivery.  There  were  two  fmall 
-tumors  on  its  pofterior  part,  which,  when 
cut  into,  feemed  to  be  only  an  enlargement 
of  its  fubfiance;  they  were  covered  with 
the  'peritonaeum ,  like  the  reft  of  the  uterus. 
Some  fmall  hydatids  lay  contiguous  to  the 
fallopian  tubes,  and  one  on  each  fide  was 
connected  with  the  broad  ligament  by  a 
long  pedicle. 

The  quantity  of  urine  contained  in  the 
abdominal  cavity  amounted  to  fourteen  pints. 
Vol.IV.  F  We 
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We  did  not  open  the  thorax. 

After  this  examination,  we  inquired 
of  the  nurfe,  and  fome  friends  of  the 
deceafed,  who  were  in  the  houfe,  and  had 
been  prefent  at  the  labour,  how  fhe  made 
water  before  delivery.  They  told  us,  fhe 
had  made  none  for  two  days  and  nights 
before  fhe  was  brought  to  bed.  But  the 
midwife  afterwards  allured  me,  that  al¬ 
though  fhe  had  difcharged  no  urine  with  a 
Jlream  during  the  time  mentioned,  yet  that 
it  was  continually  flowing  from  her  upon 
the  clothes  ;  and  that  fhe  did  not  complain- 
of  any  motion  to  make  water,  which  the 
affiftants  had  likewife  affirmed  to  us.  Both 
the  nurfe  and  midwife  had  obferved  an 
uncommon  fulnefs  in  the  abdomen ,  when 
they  put  her  to  bed  after  the  delivery  ;  but 
neither  of  them  examined  it  afterwards. 
The  midwife  told  me  farther,  that,  upon 
being  placed  in  an  ere£t  pofture  juft  before 
fhe  was  put  into  bed,  fhe  immediately 
complained  of  a  motion  to  make  water ; 
but  being  laid  down,  the  motion  went 
off  for  two  hours,  at  the  end  of  which 
fhe  voided  about  a  pint  of  urine.  She  had 

two- 
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1  r  1 

two  ftools  that  night,  and  made  water 
again,  but  in  fmall  quantity.  I  could  not 
learn,  that  (he  had  been  fubjeCt  to  any 
complaint  in  the  urinary  paflages  before 
pregnancy ;  nor  that,  during  pregnancy, 

fhe  had  been  afflided  with  a  fuppreffion  of 

• 

urine. 

If  the  bladder  was  ruptured  during  labour, 
(as  to  me  feems  moft  probable)  it  is  fur- 
prifing,  that  the  diftention,  which  it  mull 
have  fuffered  previous  to  that  fatal  accident, 
did  not  caufe  a  fevere  pain  in  the  hypoga - 
Jlrium ;  yet  the  midwife  did  not  remember 
that  the  woman  had  any  complaint  of  that 
kind  during  the  intervals  of  the  pains, 
which  were  always  regular  and  natural. 
I  do  not  fo  much  wonder  that  fhe  did  not 
complain  of  a  motion  to  make  v/ater, 
becaufe  I  have  known  the  bladder  fo  greatly 
diftended  with  urine  in  time  of  labour, 
as  to  form  a  large  painful  tumor  in  the 
hypogajlrium ;  and,  confequently,  reauire 
the  introduction  of  the  catheter ,  though 
the  patient  gave  no  intimation  of  that  ordi¬ 
nary  call  of  nature.  As  far  as  I  can  judge, 
the  ufe  of  this  inftrument  is  very  rarely 

F  3  necefiary 
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neceffary  during  labour;  but,  upon  this 
very  account,  there  is  greater  danger  of  not 
attending  to  the  fymptoms,  which  indicate 
the  neceflity  of  ufing  it,  when  that  necef- 
fity  really  occurs. 

Although  the  method  of  prevention  be 
the  grand  affair,  with  refpedf  to  the  difeafe 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  hiftory ;  yet  the 
diagnoftic  fymptoms  are  not  to  be  negleded, 
as  a  juft  knowledge  of  the  difeafe  may  be 
of  confequence,  when  the  prevention  is  out 
of  our  power.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
throw  all  the  light  I  could  on  this  matter, 
by  a  faithful  relation  of  all  the  circum- 
ftances  worth  notice,  which  I  became 
acquainted  with,  either  by  my  own  imme¬ 
diate  oblervation,  or  the  relation  of  others. 


v.o/ 

/  i 
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V.  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Sciatica,  by  John 
Fothergill,  M.  D.  F.R.  S.  Read  22 
Auguft,  1768. 

\  •  )  ,  ,  / 

TT  is  always  the  object  of  my  wifhes,  and 
A  endeavour,  in  the  duties  of  my  profef- 
lion,  to  reduce  the  cure  of  difeafes  to  all 
poflible  fimplicity :  and  nothing  affords 
me  fo  much  fatisfadtion,  as  when,  by 
repeated  cautious  trials,  a  method  occurs 
to  me,  of  curing  any  diftemper  with  fome 
degree  of  certainty,  eafe,  and  expedition. 

I  am  in  hopes,  that  the  method  now 
offered  to  your  confideration,  will  be 
found,  by  experience,  to  anfwer  the  end 
propofed,  and  affift  practitioners  in  remov¬ 
ing  an  obftinate  painful  difeafe  with  lefs 
difficulty,  than  by  the  methods  hitherto 
employed  for  the  purpofe. 

The  morbus  ifchiadicus ,  or,  as  it  is  called 
in  this  country,  the  J'ciatica ,  is  a  difeafe 
too  well  known  by  phyficians  to  need  any 
defcription  ;  too  painful  not  to  require  the 
fpeedieft  relief ;  and  fo  obflinate  as  to  refift 
many  powerful  remedies. 

F3 


In 
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In  the  courfe  of  my  bufinefs,  many  cafes 
of  this  nature  have  occurred  to  me,  and 
during  a  confiderable  part  of  my  time, 
whenever  they  occurred,  gave  me  much 
uneafmefs.  I  found  the  remedies  recom¬ 
mended  for  the  cure  of  this  diftemper 
often  infufficient,  always  flow  in  producing 
a  cure,  and  very  often  as  painful  almofl:  as 
the  difeafe  itfelf. 

It  is  at  leaf!  amufing  to  ourfelves,  if  not 
inftrudive  to  others,  to  mention  by  what 
means  we  become  acquainted  with  ufeful 
hints.  I  was  defired,  many  years  ago,  to 
vifit  a  man  fomewhat  above  forty  years  of 
age,  who  had  long  been  confined  to  his 
bed,  from  the  effects  of  a  lumbago  imper¬ 
fectly  cured.  The  violence  of  the  pain 
was  abated,  but  he  was  incapable  of  mov¬ 
ing,  or  being  moved,  from  the  place  he 
was  laid,  without  fuffering  grievous  torture. 
The  part  affeCted  was  the  lower  part  of 
the  lumbar  region,  from  fide  to  fide,  acrofs 
the  loins.  His  flefh  was  much  reduced, 
his  appetite  decayed,  and  a  feveriih  heat 
conftantly  attended  him,  the  confequence 
of  pain  and  inanition.  He  had  been  many 

weeks 
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weeks  under  the  care  of  a  very  able  phyfi- 
cian,  who  had  attended  with  much  dili¬ 
gence,  and  preferibed,  with  judgment,  very 
efficacious  medicines.  The  patient  was 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  taking  opiates 
to  procure  a  temporary  relief.  He  had 
taken  them  a  confiderable  time,  and  in 
dofes  rather  more  than  moderate,  though 
not  very  large  before  I  faw  him. 

Not  finding  any  reafon  to  fufpe<3:  either 
an  internal  abfeefs,  or  a  tendency  to  it  ;  but 

that  the  feat  of  the  pain  was  in  the  tendi¬ 
nous  parts  about  the  loins,  and  deep  feated, 

I  direfted  a  fmalldofe  of  calomel  to  be  given 
every  night. 

The  following  was  the  prefeription  : 

R  Calom-  levig.  gr .  x. 

Tereb .  e  chio .  q .  f.  f  pil.  x.  non  dean - 
randee .  Capiat .  j.  omni  nolle. 

A  laxative  mixture  was  provided,  to  be 
taken  in  the  morning,  to  procure  ftools,  if 
he  fhould  be  coftive.  The  opiate  was  gra¬ 
dually  omitted. 

Finding  a  grain  of  calomel  per  die?n  to 
have  no  effect,  I  ordered  him  to  take  two 
one  night,  one  the  next,  and  fo  to  proceed. 

F  4  Kis 
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His  pains  rather  grew  lefs  by  the  time 
thefe  pills  were  taken  ;  but  not  the  leaft 
appearance  of  £ny  effedt  from  the  calomel 
as  a  mercurial.  1  increafed  the  dofe,  till  he 
got  up  to  fix  grains  of  calomel  every  day, 

3  at  night,  and  3  in  the  morning ;  without 
ever  perceiving  any  tendency  to  a  plyalifm, 
purging,  remarkable  micturition,  ordiapho- 
refis.  The  pains,  however,  gradually  lef- 
fened ;  he  got  up  every  day,  recovered  his 
appetite,  got  ftrength,  and,  in  five  or  fix 
weeks  time,  was  able  to  go  abroad.  He 
halted  confiderably,  and  made  ufe  of  a 
walking-flick;  but  enjoyed  tolerable  health, 
and  has  not  fince  been  affiidted  with  any 
complaint  of  this  nature. 

Six  grains  of  calomel  per  diem ,  for  near 
a  fortnight  together,  may  feem  a  very 
large  dofe  to  be  taken  without  producing 
the  common  effedt  of  mercurials.  It 
furprifed  me  at  the  time ;  and  I  fhould  by 
no  means  have  proceeded  to  fuch  a  length, 
if  experiment,  condudred  with  fome  degree 
of  caution,  had  not  led  me  fo  far  in  this 
particular  inffance.  r 

A  gentle- 
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A  gentleman  of  great  eminence  in  chy- 
-miftry  had  affured  me,  that  he  had  found 
very  good  effects  from  calomel  given  in  the 
manner  above-mentioned,  with  the  chio 
turpentine ,  in  worm-cafes,  and  all  the  difeafes 
of  children.  Thinking  that  fmall  dofes  of 
calomel  would  be  as  likely  to  remove  a 
difeafe  fo  deeply  lituated  fooner  than  any 
other  remedy,  I  had  recourfe  to  this  medi¬ 
cine,  and  gave  it  in  the  manner  above-? 
deferibed. 

On  reflecting,  however,  on  its  effects,  I 
found  caufe  to  fufpeCt,  that  exhibiting 
calomel  in  the  manner  I  had  done,  was  ufmg 
it  in  the  moll  uncertain  method.  Moll 
kinds  of  turpentine ,  I  believe,  are  indi- 
geftible  in  the  human  ftomach ;  the  more 
folid  their  confiftence,  the  more  difficult 
they  are  to  bediflblved  in  the  human  body, 

fc. 

Great  part  of  the  calomel  might,  therefore, 
be  fo  effectually  wrapped  up  in  the  chio 
turpentine ,  the  hardeft  and  moft  indifloluble 
of  the  whole  clafs  that  are  ufed  in  medicine, 
that  I  apprehend  a  very  fmall  proportion  of 
the  calomel  ever  came  into  aCtion.  From 

this 
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this  confideration,  I  have  feldom  fince  given 
mercurials  made  into  pills  with  this  fub- 
fiance,  unlefs  where  I  wanted  to  give  the 
fmalleft  quantity  polfible ;  but  have  gene¬ 
rally  ordered  it  to  be  formed  into  pills,  with 
fome  fubftance  that  was  eafily  di  solvable  ; 
as  fome  conferve  or  confection.  From  the 
fuccefs  attending  this  cafe,  I  determined  to 
make  trial  of  a  fimilar  procefs  in  the  fcia - 
tica ,  and  the  event  has  generally  anfwered 
my  wifhes.  I  recolleCt  divers  cafes  of  both 
fexes,  and  different  ages,  in  which  a  procefs 
like  the  following,  has  been  of  fingular 
fervice,  after  various  other  medicines  and 
operations,  recommended  for  the  cure  of 
this  complaint,  had  been  ufed  to  very  little 
purpofe. 

R  Calom.  levig.  gr .  x. 

Con/.  Rof.  q.  f  f  pil.  x.  non  deaur . 

Capiat,  j.  omni  node  fuperbibendo  haujl.feq* 
R  Aq.  Alexit.fimp.  §ifs. 

Alexit.  Jpir.  gifs. 

Vin.  Antimon.  gut.  xxx. 

Tind.  Theb.  gut.  xxv. 

Syr.fimp.  3j.  m. 
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If  the  pain  does  not  abate  by  the  time 
this  quantity  is  taken,  I  increafe  the  dofe 
of  calomel  to  two  grains  one  night,  one  the 
next,  and  thus  proceed  alternately.  When 
the  pain  abates,  the  anodyne  and  antimonial 
are  gradually  leftened ;  perhaps  omitted 
every  other  night,  or  wholly  dropped.  I  „ 
have  feldom  met  with  a  genuine  fciatica 
but  has  yielded  to  this  procefs  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  weeks,  and  has  as  feldom 
returned. 

My  inducement  to  make  trial  of  this 
method  at  firft  was,  that  this  kind  of  pains 
are  deep  feated  in  the  moft  fleffiy  parts 
of  the  human  body,  and  to  which  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  convey  the  efficacy 
of  any  medicine  entire,  either  given  inter¬ 
nally,  or  applied  without. 

That  mercurials  of  all  the  medicines  we 
are  acquainted  with,  moft  certainly  pervade 
the  inmoft  recefies  of  the  mufcular  and 
tendinous  parts,  and  remove  difeafes  which 
we  know  have  in  them  their  refidence. 

That,  till  thefe  could  take  effeeft,  it  was 
neceflary  to  mitigate  the  pain  ;  for  all  pain¬ 
ful  diforders  increafe  in  proportion  to  the 

irritation 
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irritation  attending  them.  The  anodyne, 
above  directed,  has  other  properties  than 
that  of  an  opiate  merely.  Like  as  in 
Dover’s  famous  powder,  the  anodyne  in 
this  compofition,  when  duly  proportioned, 
reftrains  the  antimonial  from  exerting  its 
ufual  efficacy  on  the  ftomach  and  firft 
paflages,  and  eondu&s  it  to  the  remoteft 
parts  of  the  circulation,  rendering  it  an 
ufefui  and  efficacious  medicine  in  many 
painful  diforders. 

If  the  difeafe  does  not  yield  to  the  dofe 
above-mentioned,  I  gradually  increafe  it 
till  fome  little  tendernefs  is  perceived  in  the 
mouth;  but  I  have  feldom  had  occafion  to 
proceed  fo  far,  or  to  fubjeft  the  patient  to 
any  confinement,  unlefs  in  very  rigorous 
weather.  As  the  violence  of  the  pain  may 
fafely  be  mitigated  by  this  kind  of  anodyne, 
which  is  not  merely  a  palliative,  I  have 
•always  thought  it  better  to  proceed  with 
the  calomel ,  in  the  manner  above-men- 

i 

tioned,  as  an  alterative,  than  to  rifk  any 
thing  fo f  the  chance  only  of  a  few  days 
fpeedier  recovery.  Formerly  I  have  had 
•  recourfe  to  the  bark,  guaiacum ,  the  teve^ 

9  binthinate 
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binthinate  fpirits,  and  other  ufual  medicines  ; 
but  feldom  to  the  patient’s  benefit,  or  my 
own  fatisfaftion.  Fontanells,  blifters,  cau- 
ftics,  likewife;  but  with  as  little  advantage. 
Of  late  I  have  trufted  to  the  procefs  above 
deferibed,  and  have  very  feldom  been  difap- 
pointed. 

Bleeding  has  not  been  mentioned,  becaufe 
in  moftof  the  cafes  I  have  feen,  it  was  tmne- 
ceffary.  Phyficians  are  feldom  confulted 
on  thefe  cafes  in  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe.  In  plethoric  habits,  this  evacua¬ 
tion  may  be  neceflary  as  well  as  purging. 
Thofe  who  fee  the  patients  early,  will  be 
the  belt  judges  of  the  neceffity  of  thefe  eva¬ 
luations. 


VI.  01 - 
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VI.  Obfervations  on  the  Hydrocephalus 
internus,  by  W.  Watfon,  M.  D.  F *  22.  S* 
Read  22  Auguft,  1768. 

To  the  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Gentlemen, 

Lincoln's- Inn  Fields *  22  Auguft ,  176#. 

PRESUMING  that  a  few  obferva- 
^  tions,  tending  to  increafe  our  know¬ 
ledge  of  a  difeafe,  which  feems  to  have 
been  but  little  attended  to  by  phyficians  till 
very  lately,  would  be  acceptable  to  you,  I 
take  the  liberty  of  laying  the  following 
before  you. 

I  wras  lately  confulted  for  a  girl  of  fix 
years  old,  who,  as  the  parents  informed 
me,  had,  for  about  ten  days,  the  time  fhe 
had  been  brought  from  the  country,  been 
affli&ed  with  great  reftlefinefs,  and  a  confi- 
derable  degree  of  fever  at  times.  Her  nights 
had  palled  almoft  without  fleep,  and  fhe 
had  continually  a  pain  in  the  head.  She 
had,  during  her  illnefs,  complained  of  the 
uneafy  fenfation  occafioned  by  light,  on 
s  which 
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which  account,  thofe  about  her  kept  her 
chamber  generally  darkened. 

Upon  enquiring  what  had  preceded  this 
illnefs,  I  was  informed,  that  the  child  had 
been  very  healthy  ;  that,  about  nine  weeks 
ago,  {he  had  fallen  as  {he  was  running* 
and  ftruck  her  head  fmartly  againft  the 
floor;  that,  as  the  bruife  foon  difappeared, 
this  fall  was  very  little  thought  of,  and  fhe 
was  fent  to  a  board! ng-fchool  in  the  country. 
In  about  a  fortnight,  however,  {he  began 
to  complain  much  of  her  head,  which 
complaint  continued  and  increafed  for  about 
fix  weeks.  Upon  this  account,  her  parents 
fent  for  her  home,  and  the  perfon  who 
took  care  of  her  as  fhe  was  bringing  to 
London,  frequently  obferved  great  pale- 
nefs  in  her  face,  and  convulfive  motions  in 
her  eyes  and  eyelids. 

For  the  prefent  complaints,  fuppofing 
worms  to  have  had  a  confiderable  {hare  in 
producing  them,  her  apothecary  had  given 
her,  at  different  times,  calomel ,  tartarus 
emeticus ,  and  faline  draughts  with  nitre, 
by  which  her  bowels  had  been  kept  freely 
open.  A  blifter  to  the  back  had  been 

applied 
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applied,  which  had  difcharged  well ;  never-* 
thelefs,  her  complaints,  particularly  the 
reftleffnefs  and  diforder  in  the  head,  were 
not  relieved,  but  grew  daily  worfe. 

In  this  hate  I  firft  faw  her.  She  had  no 
fever.  Her  pulfe  was  feeble,  irregular,  and 
beat  about  eighty-four  ftrokes  in  a  minute# 
Her  eyes  looked  very  heavy,  the  pupils  were 
confiderably  dilated,  and  fhe  was  perpe¬ 
tually,  when  not  in  a  (late  of  ftupor,  crying 
out,  Oh ,  my  head!  She  had  frequent  fick 
fits,  and  brought  up,  at  times,  both  the  food 
and  medicines  which  were  given  her. 

Blifters  to  various  parts,  and  medicines 
of  different  kinds,  which  were  directed  for 
her,  availed  little.  The  before-mentioned 
fymptoms  increafed ;  fire  became  quite 
blind  ;  her  pulfe  quickened  to  a  very  great 
degree  ;  fhe  was  convulfed,  and  died  on 
the  fixth  day  after  my  firft  feeing  her. 

As  from  my  firft  vifiting  this  child,  I 
fufpeCted  the  difeafe  to  be  th z  hydrocephalus 
interims ,  at  my  requeft  the  head  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Hewfon.  We  found,  in  the 
cavities  of  the  brain,  between  four  and  five 
ounces  of  ,a  perfectly  clear  and  fcentlefs 

fluid, 
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fluid,  the  greateft  part  of  which  was  con¬ 
tained  in  the  ventricles*  The  brain  was 
otherwife  in  a  natural  date.  There  was  no 
fluid  between  the  fkull  and  the  membranes, 
between  the  membranes  themfelves,  or 
between  thefe  and  the  brain;  but  there 
wras  water  in  all  the  cavities,  and  not  lefs 
than  half  an  ounce  in  the  fourth.  This 
mull  be  regarded  as  a  confiderable  quantity, 
as,  in  a  found  ftate,  there  is  feldom  found 
more  than  as  many  tea-fpoonfuls  in  the 
whole  four  cavities. 

In  young  children,  labouring  under  a 
hydrocephalus ,  before  the  bones  of  the 
head  are  well  formed,  or  the  futures  clofed* 
a  much  greater  quantity  of  fluid  than  that 
here  mentioned  is  frequently  obferved. 
Then  indeed,  it  is  moft  generally  found 
on  the  outfide  of  the  brain.  But  when 
the  bones  of  the  cranium  are  complete,  and 
the  futures  well  clofed,  as  they  were  in 
the  child  who  is  the  fubjedt  of  this  inquiry, 
more  than  four  ounces  in  the  cavities 
muft  be  confidered  as  a  great  furcharge. 
That  portion  of  the  brain  which  is  inferted 
between  the  ventricles,  and  called  by  ana- 
Vo  Li  IV.  G  tomifti 
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tomifts feptum  lucidum ,  was  much  thickened, 
and  perfe&dy  opake. 

The  late  Dr.  Whytt,  not  long  fince, 
publiilied  feme  valuable  obfervations  on  the 

dropfy  of  the  brain .  According  to  the  cafe? 
therein  mentioned,  which  he  himfelf  had 
ieen  and  diligently  attended  to,  it  fhould 
feem,  that  I  firft  faw  the  child,  the  fubjeft 
of  this  paper,  at  the  end  of  what  he  calls 
the  fecond  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  Dr.  Whytt 
obferves,  befides  other  fymptoms,  that  there 
is  a  confiderable  degree  of  feverifh  heat, 
with  an  increafed  pulfe,  in  the  firft  ftage 
of  it.  In  the  fecond,  though  the  fever  is 
abated,  the  head  is  not  relieved ;  but  the 
pulfe  is  irregular,  and  much  reduced  in  its 
number  of  vibrations  in  a  given  time.  In 
the  third  ftage,  that  the  pulfe  rifes  again 
to  a  feverifh  quick nefs  ;  and  that  this 
change  is  obferved  five,  fix,  or  feven  days 
before  death.  This  correfponds  with  what 
I  obferved  in  this  child.  I  faw  her  firft 
feven  days  before  her  death.  Her  pulfe 
beat  then  84  ftrokes  only  in  a  minute.  The 
next  day,  though  (he  had  flept  all  night, 
her  pulfe  was  rifen  to  108,  and  continued 
npjt  lefs>  though  frequently  more,  until 

they 
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they  were  too  quick,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
too  irregular,  to  be  numbered  with  any 
degree  of  precifion.  Convulfions,  a  locked 
jaw*  and  death,  foon  put  an  end  to  her 
fufferings. 

I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  determine  what 
fhare  the  ftriking  her  head  againft  the  floor, 
by  the  fall  above-frientioned,  had  in  crea¬ 
ting  this  difeafe,  and  in  occafioniiig  the 
great  extravafation  of  fluid  in  the  ventricles 
and  cavities  of  the  brain,  which  was  too 
much  to  be  taken  up  by  the  abforbent 
veflels,  and  produced  a  difeafe  of  too  con-* 
fiderable  a  magnitude  to  admit  of  relief  by 
any  medical  procefs  that  I  am  acquainted 
with. 

Since  the  cafe  before-mentioned,  I  have 
feen  two  others  affedted  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner.  One  of  them  was  a  girl  of  nine 
years  old ;  the  other,  a  girl  of  fourteen. 
The  former,  after  having  laboured  under 
a  fever  of  a  very  uncertain  type,  during 
the  continuance  of  which  fhe  complained 
greatly  of  her  head,  became  comatofe,  in 
which  ftate  I  firft  faw  her.  She  was 
reftlefs,  coftive,  had  often  fick  fits,  and 

G  2  vomited 
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vomited  frequently.  In  general,  her  coun¬ 
tenance  was  pale,  but  flufhed  remarkably 
at  times.  She  fcarce  knew  the  byftanders, 
and  feldom  anfwered  pertinently  the  que¬ 
stions  propofed  to  her.  After  a  confiderable 
time,  not  being  able  to  bear  the  light,  her 
fight  became  very  imperfect :  her  pupils 
were  considerably  dilated,  and  her  eyes  and 
eyelids  frequently  convulfed.  Though  the 
heat  of  her  flefh  was  temperate,  the  pulfe 
was  quick  and  irregular.  Thefe  fymptoms 

increafed,  and  Ihe  died  convulfed.  Her 

•  -  » 

head  was  not  permitted  to  be  opened. 

The  other  girl  was  ^lmoft  in  every 
refpe£t  Similar  to  this  kft,  ixcept  that  after 
the  feverifh  heat  was  over,  though  both 
pupils  were  dilated,  and  at  times  fhe  could 
not  diftinguifh  objects,  her  left  eye  only 
was  affe&ed  by  a  Jlrabifmus ,  and  the 
mufcles  of  the  right  cheek  and  eyelid  con¬ 
vulfed.  She  died,  after  having  been  comatofe 
Several  days.  After  death  her  head  was 
opened.  A  Small  quantity  of  coagulated 
blood  was  found  between  the  fkull  and 
dura  mater.  The  left  ventricle  of  the 
brain  was  in  its  natural  ftate ;  but,  upon 

carefully 
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carefully  opening  the  right,  it  was  found  to 
contain  more  than  three  ounces  of  a  clear 
fluid. 

Neither  of  the  two  lad-mentioned  young 
perfons  had  any  fall,  or  received  any  blow, 
which  could  in  the  leaft  feem  to  contribute 
to  the  formation  of  this  diftemper. 

The  dropfy  of  the  brain  is  a  moft 
dangerous  difeafe.  Not  only  the  three 
cafes  above-mentioned,  but  feveral  others 
that  have  fallen  under  my  notice,  have  all 
been  fatal :  nor  has  better  fuccefs  attended 
other  phyficians,  both  here  and  elfewhere. 
The  late  eminent  Dr.  Whytt,  out  of  about 
twenty  patients  who  had  fallen  under  his 
obfervation,  freely  owns,  that  he  had  never 
been  fo  fortunate  as  to  cure  one  who  had 
thofe  fymptoms,  which  will  certainly  denote 
this  difeafe :  and  he  fufpetfts,  that  thofe 
who  imagine  they  have  been  more  fuccefs- 
ful,  have  miftaken  another  diftemper  for 
this.  Early  in  the  difeafe,  the  fymptoms 
are  fuch  as  render  it  difficult  to  the  phyfi- 
cian  to  diftinguifh  it  from  thofe  diforders 
wffiich  owe  their  rife  to  worms  or  foul 
bowels.  In  the  advanced  ftate  of  it  indeed, 

G  3  the 
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the  diagnoses  are  more  certain :  if,  there-* 
fore,  after  a  fever  of  an  anomalous  kind, 
attended  with  remarkable  impatience  of 
light  and  great  reftleffnefs,  in  which  the 
ftomach  is  affe&ed  with  fick  fits,  and  the 
head  with  unremitting  pains,  together  with 
a  fenfation  of  tightnefs  or  fulnefs  in  the 
upper  part  of  it,  the  patient  becomes 
comatofe,  with  confiderably  dilated  pupils, 
and  convulfive  motions  of  the  cheeks,  eyes, 
and  eyelids  ;  if  to  thefe  are  added  a  fre¬ 
quent  rolling  of  the  head  from  fide  to  fide, 
little  doubt  remains  of  the  difeafe  being 
a  dropfy  in  the  brain.  To  this  perfons 
under  the  age  of  puberty*  are  more  liable, 
than  thofe  who  have  paffed  that  period. 
Expectations  of  relief  from  the  medical 

*  Though  this  difeafe  is  moft  frequently  obferved  in 
children,  and  in  perfons  under  the  age  of  puberty,  it  is 
fometimes  feen  in  adults.  Above  twenty-five  years  ago, 
I  attended  the  difle&ion  of  a  ftrong  healthy  man  of  thirty, 
who,  after  having  continued  feveral  days  ih  a  lethargic 
Aupor,  died  convqlfed.  Upon  opening  the  head,  the 
ventricles  and  cavities  of  the  brain  were  found  dillended, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  colourlefs  fluid.  This,  by  thole 
who  attended  him,  was,  at  that  time,  confldered  as  merely 
accidental,  and  an  attendant  upon  his  difeafe,  and  by  no 
means  as  the  fource  of  it, 

art. 
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art,  fhould  be  indulged  only  when  the 
cavities  of  the  brain  have  their  fluid 
increafed  within  a  certain  degree.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  ftimulating  purges, 
directed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  reduce 
the  patient’s  ftrength  too  much  ;  diuretics, 
blifters,  and  fuch  remedies,  whofe  property 
is  to  carry  off  extravafate  fluids  in  dropfies 
of  other  parts,  promife  faireft  to  be  of  life. 
On  the  contrary,  when  the  contained  fluid 
is  in  quantity  fufficient  to  diftend  the 
.cavities  of  the  brain  beyond  a  certain  point? 
the  operation  of  the  abforbent  veffels  is 
impeded,  or,  perhaps,  totally  obftrudted, 
and  the  cure  is  hopelefs.  However  certain 
we  may  be  of  the  cavities  of  the  brain 
being  loaded  with  an  extravafate  fluid,  and 
confequently,  of  our  knowledge  of  the 
difeaie,  we  mu  ft  be  content  to  relign  the 
patient ;  as  any  operation  to  relieve  him,  by 
drawing  off  the  water,  cannot  but  be  fatal. 
Even  in  the  hydrocephalus  cxiermisy  and 
fpina  bifda ,  in  which  difeafes  the  diftending 
fluid  is  more  eafily  come  at.,  than  in  that  of 
which  we  are  now  treating,  whenever, 

G  4  through 
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through  ignorance  or  defign,  the  integu-? 
ments  have  been  divided,  and  the  contained 
fluid  evacuated,  life  has  continued  but  for  a 
fhort  time  after  the  operation. 
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VII.  A  Cafe  of  the  Locked  Jaw,  and  Opif- 
thotonos ;  Po  •which  are  added  Jome 
Remarks  on  the  UJe  of  the  Cicuta,  by 
William  Farr,  M*  D.  Phyfician  to  the 
Royal  Hofpital  at  Plymouth.  Commu¬ 
nicated  by  William  Watfon,  M.  Dm 
F.R.  S.  Read  17  O&ober,  1768. 


ALTHOUGH  opium  has  been  recom¬ 
mended  in  the  firft:  and  fucceeding 
volumes  of  the  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Inquiries ,  for  the  cure  of  the  locked  jaw 
and  opifthotonos\  yet,  as  many  who  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  making  trial  of 
it  in  this  difeafe,  may  be  fearful  of  giving 
it  in  fuch  very  large  dofes  as  are  neceflary, 
until,  by  repeated  obfervations,  the  fafety 
of  the  practice  becomes  more  and  more 
afeertained;  I  have  felefted  the  following, 
out  of  four  cafes  that  were  under  my  care ; 
in  the  two  firft  of  which,  I  have  now  fome 
reafon  to  think,  the  patients  might  have 
been  faved,  but  from  too  great  timidity  in 
this  refpeft. 

Thomas  Middleton ,  marine,  aged  26,  of 
a  thin  habit  and  healthy  conftitution,  having 

7  been 
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been  troubled  with  a  cough  and  pain  in  his 
t>reaft  for  fome  days,  perceived,  on  June  i, 
1764,  an  uncommon  fenfation  in  his 
mouth,  and  particularly  at  the  root  of  his 
tongue,  which  he  could  not  well  defcribe, 
together  with  a  flight  pain  in  his  back, 
which  increafed  through  the  day  ;  at  night 
a  purgative  was  ordered  for  him,  which 
operated  fmartly,  attended  with  fevere 
gripings.  The  above  fymptoms  continued 
till  the  4th,  when  his  cough  and  pain  of 
the  breaft  grew  more  violent,  with  a  pain 
in  his  right  fide,  that  yielded  to  bleeding, 
and  a  veficatory  applied  to  the  part. 

This  was  all  the  hiftory  I  was  able  to 
colled  of  the  man’s  cafe  before  the  6th, 
when  he  was  fent  to  the  royal  hofpital.  On 
examining  him,  I  immediately  perceived  a 
ftiffnefs  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  that  he  could 
not  open  it  wider  than  barely  to  admit  the 
end  of  one’s  little  finger ;  there  was  like- 
wife  a  great  rigidity  in  the  lower  extre¬ 
mities.  I  then  examined  him  very  parti¬ 
cularly,  to  fee  whether  he  had  received  any 
wound  or  hurt,  but  could  find  none,  except 
a  very  flight  fuperficial  cut  with  a  penknife, 

a  little 
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a  little  above  the  firft  joint  of  his  forefinger; 
this  was  now  nearly  healed,  and  was  fo 
very  trifling  at  firft,  that  it  could  not,  I 
think,  poflibly  have  occafioned  the  above 
fymptoms. 

While  I  was  Handing  by  the  bed,  he 
was  fei2ed  with  a  ftrong  con vul  five  fpafm. 
His  face  became  diftorted  as  in  the  fpafmus 
cynicus ,  his  nofe  and  forehead  deeply  fur¬ 
rowed,  and  his  cheeks  drawn  backwards, 
fo  that  his  teeth  were  quite  expofed  to 
view.  His  jaw  was  now  clofely  locked ;  his 
head  was  drawn  backwards  with  great 
force ;  the  neck,  fpine,  and  lower  extre¬ 
mities  became  totally  rigid  and  inflexible, 
and  the  abdomen  very  ftrongly  comprefied, 
from  the  violent  contraction  of  its  mufcles. 
In  this  ftate  he  remained  about  five  minutes, 
when  the  fymptoms  gradually  abated;  a 
fweat  enfued,  the  ftiffnefs  of  the  lower 
extremities,  in  a  good  meafure,  cealed,  and 
he  was  able  to  open  his  mouth  as  well  as 
before. 

Thefe  fpafm  s,  I  found,  had  ufually 
returned  ten  or  twelve  times  a  day  for  the 
two  preceding  days  :  he  told  me,  that  he 


was 
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was  fenfible  of  their  coming  on*  from  a 
pain  he  felt  ftriking  up  from  his  left  groin 
to  his  neck  ;  but,  on  examining  the  part, 
nothing  particular  could  be  feen  or  felt,  nor 
did  he  recoiled:  that  he  had  received  any 
hurt  there.  His  pulfe  was  quickened  confi- 
derably  during  the  fpafm ;  but  at  other  times 
tolerably  regular. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  fpafmus  cynicus 
had,  in  this  fhort  fpace  of  time,  fo  deeply 
impreffed  the  marks  of  age  upon  his  face, 
even  when  free  from  the  paroxyfm,  that 
when,  in  anfwer  to  the  queftions  I  put 
to  him,  he  repeatedly  affured  me,  that  he 
was  not  more  than  26  years  of  age,  I 
concluded  that  the  diforder  mu  ft  have 
affeded  his  fenfes ;  the  byflanders,  as  well 
as  myfelf,  judging  him  to  be  at  leaft  fixty* 

His  cough  was  now  very  troublefome ;  he 
fpit  up,  with  much  difficulty,  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  difcoHured  foetid  matter,  and 
his  breath  was  moft  intolerably  offenfive. 

As  he  had  been  coftive  fince  taking  the 
purgative  above-mentioned,  I  ordered  him 
a  gentle  laxative,  which  brought  away  a 
quantity  of  hardened  excrement.  Emol¬ 
lient 
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lient  fomentations  were  applied  to  the 
abdomen ,  and  he  was  directed  to  take,  once 
in  four  hours,  a  draught  made  up  with 
fperma  ceti^faL  corn .  cerv .  and  tincl .  thebaic . 

x. ;  for  his  common  drink,  a  peCtoral 
decoCtion  with  broth,  panada,  and  gruels, 
whenever  they  could  be  got  in. 

June  7.  He  was  this  morning  put  into 
the  warm  bath,- the  fame  medicines  conti¬ 
nued,  and  his  complaints  remained  nearly 
the  fame  as  yefterday. 

June  8.  The  violence  of  the  fpafms  was 
now  much  greater ;  his  abdomen  was  fo 
much  contracted,  as  to  be  as  incompreflible 
as  a  deal-board;  his  jaw  was  more  clofed, 
and  the  lower  extremities,  during  the 
fpafm,  as  rigid  and  inflexible  as  an  iron- 
bar.  He  was  frequently  feized  with  cold 
clammy  fweats,  and  was  better  in  no 
refpeCt  than  that  he  had  rather  more  reft 
laft  night  than  the  preceding. 

I  now  found  it  neceflary  to  have  imme¬ 
diate  recourfe  to  larger  dofes  of  opium  ; 
and  therefore  ordered  a  grain  of  opium  with 
confeli .  cardiac .  gr.  v.  to  be  given  every 
hour,  befides  an  emuluon  made  with  fper¬ 
ma 
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via  cel  l ,  oxy inelf cillitic .  and  elixir  paregoric* 
of  which  he  was  to  take  two  fpoonfuls 
occafionally,  when  his  cough  was  trouble- 
/  fome.  The  warm  bath  was  likewife 
repeated. 

June  9.  He  began  with  the  opiate  pill 
yefterday  at  3  p.  m .  and,  at  noon  this  day, 
had  taken  14  grains  of  opium  ;  is  now 
eafier  in  every  refpeT,  can  open  his  mouth 
wider,  and  bend  his  knees  a  little,  though 
on  the  firft  attempt  it  always  brings  on  the 
fpafmus  cynicusy  the  temion  and  hardnefs 
of  the  abdomen  are  hill  very  great ;  the 
cold  fweats,  which  he  had  yefterday,  have 
left  him,  and  are  fucceeded  by  a  warm  glow 
over  his  whole  body. 

J 

As  he  had  had  no  ftool  the  two  preceding 
days,  an  emollient  clyfter  was  diredled,  the 
opiate  pill  once  in  two  hours,  and  the 
emuifion  and  warm  bath  as  before. 

june  10.  The  clyfter  was  not  difeharged 
till  twelve  laft  night,  when  it  brought  off  a 
large  quantity  of  brown  foeees.  He  was 

t  '  v  .  „m  , .  •  .  y  ‘ 

much  refrefhed  after  having  been  in  the 
warm  bath,  and  was  able  to  get  out  of  the 
hath  with  left  aftiftance  than  before ;  has  had 

no 
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no  violent  fpafmodic  paroxyfm  fince.  There 
is  a  confiderable  ftiffnefs  on  the  mufculi 
majloidai ,  and  his  jaw  remains  much  in 
the  fame  fituation  as  yefterday,  viz.  open 
enough  to  receive  the  tip  of  one’s  little 
finger.  His  pulfe  is  fuller,  and  tolerably 
regular ;  his  fweats  are  pretty  confiderable, 
but  neither  cold  nor  clammy  ;  his  abdomen 
remains  equally  tenfe,  his  cough  very 
troublefome,  and  he  fpits  up  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  purulent  matter.  He  has  taken  12 
grains  of  opium  fince  yefterday  noon.  His 
medicines  and  the  warm  bath  were  ordered 
to  be  repeated  as  before. 

June  11.  He  had  a  ftoppage  in  making 
water  laft  night  about  nine  o’clock,  when 
his  jaw  became  more  locked :  both  thefe 
fymptoms,  however,  went  off  foon,  and 
he  refted  very  well  the  remainder  of  the 
night.  His  pulfe  is  now  quite  diftind  and 
firm  ;  the  tenfion  on  the  abdomen  leffened ; 
he  is  able  to  fit  up  in  bed  ;  can  move  his 
knees  without  pain,  and  eats  broth  and 
panada  very  heartily. 

His  cough  continues  ftill  very  trouble¬ 
fome  \  but  he  expedorates,  with  greater 

eafe, 
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eafe,  a  large  quantity  of  very  foetid,  difco- 
loured,  purulent  matter. 

Having  had  no  ftool  fince  the  gth  at 
night,  a  laxative  potion  was  ordered,  and 
the  warm  bath,  opiate,  and  emulfion,  as 
before.  He  has  taken  12  grains  of  opium 
fince  yefterday  noon. 

june  12.  I  found  him  this  day  much 
worfe ;  his  head  confiderably  retraced,  the 
mufcles  of  the  neck  extremely  rigid,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  the  abdomen  :  his  pulfe,  how¬ 
ever,  continued  regular,  and  his  appetite 
good.  A  miliary  eruption  began  to 
appear  on  the  breaft  and  abdomen . 

Having  had  no  ftool  from  the  laxative 
potion,  a  purging  clyfter  wTas  ordered,  -which 
had  the  defired  effect.  The  warm  bath 
and  medicines,  as  before  ;  except  that  the 
opiate  pill  wras  ordered  every  hour  till 
g.p.  m.  when  he  was  dire&ed  to  take  3 
grains  of  opium ,  and  after  that,  gr.  j. 
every  two  hours.  He  had  taken  12  grains 
fince  yefterday. 

June  13.  As  hefiept  feveral  hours  in  the 
night,  has  taken  no  more  than  13  grains 
of  opium .  His  pulfe  is  fuller  and  quicker ; 

he 
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he  can  open  his  mouth  father  wider;  the 
rigidity  of  the  mufcles  of  the  neck  is  left, 
and  the  head  not  fo  much  retracted ;  but 
upon  any  hidden  motion,  is  hill  feized  with 
a  return  of  the  fpafms,  and  the  tenhon  on 
the  abdomen  is  very  great.  His  cough  is 
eafier,  expectoration  freer,  and  the  miliary 
eruption  much  encreafed  on  his  breaft. 

Having  formerly  made  trial  of  mufk* 
together  with  opiates,  in  two  cafes  of  the 
locked  jaw,  at  the  royal  hofpital  at  Haflar 
near  Portfmouth,  without  experiencing  any 
good  effeCts  from  it,  or  indeed  any,  except 
that  it  feemed  to  occafion  a  remarkably  full 
pulfe ;  and  defirous  of  feeing  whether  the 
addition  of  other  antifpafmodic  medicines 
might  expedite  the  cure  ;  and  how  far  the 
benefit  already  received  might  fairly  be 
attributed  to  the  opium ;  in  its  room,  I 
ordered  the  following  bolus  to  be  given 
once  every  three  hours : 

R  Camphor .  ( c.  Mucilag .  G.  Arab,  q.  f. 
trit.J  gr.  v. 

Aff,  feet  id.  gr.^  iij . 

Co afe cl.  Cardiac,  q.f  m.  f  Bolus. 
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Three  grains  of  opium  were,  however, 
ordered  to  be  given  him  in  the  evening, 
and  the  warm  bath  continued,  as  before. 

June  14.  I  found  him  this  day  confider- 
ably  worfe,  and  much  difpirited.  He  took 
four  of  the  bolufes  and  3  grains  of  opium 
at  night.  About  four  in  the  morning  he 
complained  of  great  griping,  and  increafed 
tenfion  on  the  abdomen ;  upon  which  no 
more  were  given  him.  The  miliary  erup¬ 
tion  has  almoft  difappeared.  He  having 
had  no  ilool  fince  the  12th,  a  clyfter  was 
directed,  and,  inftead  of  the  warm  bath,  4 
anodyne  fomentations  to  be  applied  to  the 
abdomen  feveral  times  a  day.  (A  grain  of 
opium  every  hour,  and  gr.  iij.  in  the 
evening.  2  '  ■ 

June  15.  He  has  taken  20  grains  of 
opium  fince  yefterday  noon ;  finds  himfelf 
much  eafier ;  the  miliary  eruption  appears 
thick  again  all  over  his  body ;  there  is 
fill  a  great  tenfion  on  the  abdomen ,  but 
finds  cafe  from  the  fomentations.  When¬ 
ever  the  fpafrns  admit,  he  lies  with  his 
knees  quite  bent ;  and  as  foon  as  he  attempts 
to  11  retch  them  out,  a  violent  rigidity  of 

the 
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the  lower  extremities  enfues.  .His  cough 
is  much  the  fame,  and  he  continues  to  fpit 
up  a  confiderable  quantity  of  purulent 

X  »  « 

matter;  but  not  fo  black  nor  difcoloured  as 


before. 

v  ' 


Medicines,  &c.  the  fame  as  yefterday. 

June  i6i  He  has  taken  26  grains  of 
opium  fince  yefterday  noon,  is  in  good 
fpirits,  and  better  in  all  refpedts  than  he 
has  been  fince  the  firft  attack  :  can  open  his 

♦  rt 

mouth  much  wider  ;  had  a  large  natural 


ftooi  this  morning,  and  was  able  to  lift 
himfelf  upon  the  bedpan  without  affiftance ; 


-has  a ‘good  appetite,  his  puife  diftinCt  and 
firm.  One  grain  of  opium  was  ordered  to 

•  r 

be  given  every  two  hours,*  and  3  grains  at 
bedtime. 


June  17,  18.  He  has  taken  each  day  15 
grains  of  opium  :  tenfion  on  the  abdomen 
much  lefs.  The  greateft  rigidity  at  prefen t 
is  on  the  mufcles  on  the  back  of  the  neck  : 
in  cafe  he  attempts  to  bend  his  head 
forwards,  jx  fpafm  commonly  comes  on. 
His  expedtoration  is  very  free,  and  he  fpit  a 
up  much  purulent  fetid  matter  ftreaked 

II  2  *  with 
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with  blood.  Befides  the  medicines  before 
prefcribed,  he  was  directed  to  take  occa- 
fionally,  four  fpoonfuls  of  a  Julep,  e  Cam - 
phora  c.  Acet.ppt. 

June  19,  20,  21,  He  has  taken  each  day 
14  grains  of  opium.  As  his  complaints  are 
always  worfe  whenever  he  is  coftive,  he  has 
been  kept  open  by  means  of  clyfters.  His 
pulfe  has  been  quite  regular  for  many  days 
part  :  his  appetite  is  good  ;  but  he  is  yet 
fo  weak  as  to  be  barely  able  to  {land  alone. 
He  complains  ftill  of  much  pain  round  his 
neck  and  fhoulders,  which  were  ordered 
to  be  rubbed  with  the  following  liniment ; 

R  Camphor .  ^j. 

01.  olivar.  §ij ,f  Solutio. 

1  ~ » 

The  other  medicines  to  be  continued  as 
above. 

June  22,  23.  He  has  taken  each  day  14 
grains  of  opium ,  was  able  to  walk  a  little 
yefterday  afternoon  for  the  firft  time. 
There  ftill  remains  a  confiderable  rigidity 
on  the  mufcles  of  the  neck  and  abdomen  : 
as  he  is  rather  coftive,  although  a  ftool  has 
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been  procured  every  day  by  means  of 
a  clyfter,  a  lenitive  potion  was  directed, 
which  moved  him  four  or  live  times,  and 
relieved  him  greatly. 

June  24,  2j\  He  has  taken  14  grains 
of  opium  each  day;  is  able  to  walk  much 
better;  complains  of  great  pain  on  the 
right  fide  under  the  lower  ribs.  Repet . 
potio  lenitivamane ;  cetera  medicament  a,  ut 
antea . 

June  26.  He  had  five  or  fix  ftools 
this  day,  which  relieved  him  of  the  pain  ; 
and  is  better  in  every  refpefh 

June  27.  He  has  taken  this  and  the 
preceding  day  28  grains  of  opium ;  can 
walk  much  better ;  tenfion  on  the  abdomen 
and  rigidity  of  the  mufcles  of  the  neck 
confiderably  lefs  ;  his  cough,  on  the  whole, 
much  better,  though  he  Hill  fpits  up  a  good 
deal  of  purulent  matter.  Has  all  along 
felt  at  times  the  pain  he  complained  of  at 
firft.  in  his  right  groin.  The  part  was 
directed  to  be  rubbed  with  the  camphorated 
oil.  A  fwelling  appearing  above  the  fpine 
gf  the  ilium  on  the  fame  fide,  the  follow- 

H  3 


ing 


ros  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries. 

ing  plafter,  after  the  part  had  been  well 
embrocated,  was  ordered  to  be  applied. 


.  R  Empl.  e  Cymin.  jij. 

Camphor .  ('  oL  olivar.  q.J  Joint I)  §fs. 
m.f  emplafir. 


June  28,  29,  30.  He  continues  better  ; 
has  taken  this  and  the  two  preceding  days 
36  grains  of  opium .  The  quantity  of  opium 
was  now  leffened  to  one  grain  three  times 
a  day,  and  3  grains,  h .  f.  The  emulfion, 
with  the  oxymel fcillit .  &c.  as  before. 

July  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6.  He  has  taken  every 
day  6  grains  of  opium :  what  he  fpits  up  is 
of  a  better  colour,  and  lefs  in  quantity; 
walks  much  better,  and  gains  flelh.  As 
there  was  not  after  this  time  any  return, 
of  the  locked  jaw  or  opifthotonos ,  it  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  obferve,  that,  on  not  finding  him  fo 
well  on  the  omiffion  of  the  opiate,  I  thought 
it  right  to  continue  it  till  the  21ft,  having, 
for  the  laft  two  or  three  days,  given  only 
3  grains  hora  fomni . 

It  is  remarkable,  that  although,  in  the 
ipace  c.f  three  weeks,  this  man  had  taken 

more 
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more  than  five  drachms  of  opium ,  which 
amounted,  at  a  medium,  to  14  grains  a 
day ;  yet  it  never  produced  the  leaft  ftupor, 
nor  was  his  head  at  all  affeCted  through  the 
whole  of  the  difeafe,  or  his  expectoration 
obftruCted;  but  the  reverfe:  and  although 
the  above  was  more  than  I  have  ever  known 
given  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  yet  I  had 
no  reafon  to  think  but  that  the  quantity 
might  have  been  ftill  increafed  with  fafety, 
and  the  cure,  perhaps,  thereby  confider- 
ably  expedited.  In  thefe  cafes,  as  Dr. 
Chalmers  has  obferved,  the  quantity  of 
opium  neceffary  to  be  given,  cannot  by  any 
means  be  defined  ;  but  muft  be  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  violence  of  the  fpafms,  and 
the  effeCts  produced  by  the  medicine. 

Although  this  patient  had  no  return  of 
the  opifthotonos ,  yet,  on  account  of  other 
ailments,  he  did  not  recover  his  health  fo 
as  to  be  fit  for  duty  till  the  middle  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  Of  thefe  it  is  fufficient  to  fay  in 
general,  that  the  cough  and  fpitting  were 
relieved  by  G.  ammoniac ,  fquills  and  opiates  : 
For  great  weaknefs  in  the  ftbmach  and 
bowels,  accompanied  with  much  flatulence 

H  4  and 


104  Medical  Obfewations  and  Inquiries . 

and  diflention,  were  ordered  the  PiluL 
gutnmof.  ph.  L  to  which  wTere  added  foap, 
rhubarb,  and  tartar .  vitriolat.  ;  and  exter¬ 
nally,  theriac ,  andromach .  c.  ol.  mac . ;  and, 
towards  the  clofe,  the  cortex  peruvianus , 
with  valerian ,  completed  his  cure.  The 
complaint  which  proved  as  obftinate  as  any, 
was  the  fwelling  above  the  fpine  of  the 
ilium ;  and  which,  after  a  variety  of  appli¬ 
cations,  was  at  length  difeuffed  by  fre- 
quently  fomenting  the  part  with  ftrong 
decoctions  of  the  cicuta ,  and  afterwards 
applying  the  EmpL  e  cicuta  c .  ammoniaco 
pbarnu  Edinburg . 

i 

Having  had  occafion  to  mention  this 
inftance  of  the  efficacy  of  the  cicuta  exter¬ 
nally  applied  as  a  difeutient,  I  fhall  here 
fubjoin  a  brief  account  of  fuch  effects  as  I 
have  obferved  from  its  internal  ufe  in  a 
variety  of  complaints.  Asa  proof  of  its 
difeutient,  attenuating  and  refolving  powers, 
I  have  feleded  the  following  cafe,  as  moft 
remarkable,  from  fome  others,  in  Which 
its  good  effeds  were  likewife  manifeft. 
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Darby  Ryan,  marine,  was  received  into 
this  hofpital,  March,  26th,  1767,  much 
emaciated,  and  in  a  very  weak  condition, 
labouring  under  a  fevere  cough,  af cites , 
anafarca ,  and  Tertian  ague.  He  was  put 
under  a  cou-rfe  of  faponaceous  deobftment 
medicines,  with  cathartics  interpofed,  as 
his  ftrength  would  bear.  .The  afeites  not- 
withftanding  increafing,  fo  as  to  render 
refpiration  extremely  laborious,  it  was 
neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  tapping. 
Some  gallons  of  water  were  drawn  off; 
after  which  a  hard  tumor  on  the  region 
both  of  the  liver  and  fpleen  was  manifeft. 

He  was  now  fo  much  reduced,  as  to 
derive  his  chief  fupport  from  wine  and 
other  cordials ;  and,  in  fpite  of  medicine, 
the  afeites  increafed  to  that  degree,  as  to 
render  the  operation  again  neceffary  in  lefs 
than  two  months,  when  a  large  quantity 
of  water  was  a  fecond  time  drawn  off. 

The  urinary  fecretions,  however,  being 
now  more  free  than  before,  corroborants, 
joined  with  anodynes  occafionally,  had  a 
happier  effedt  than  could  well  have  been 
expected,  in  preventing  the  return  of  his 

hydropic 
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hydropic  complaints  :  his  cough  too  grew 
much  better;  the  expectoration  continued 
free,  well  digefted,  and  lefs  in  quantity, 
until  at  length  he  was  wholly  freed  of  this 
complaint. 

But  the  ague  ftill  continued  to  harafs 
him:  in  fuch  an  obftrudted  ftate  of  the 
* vifcera ,  and  with  the  fwellings  before- 
mentioned  becoming  more  enlarged  and 
painful,  I  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  admi- 
nifter  the  bark ;  but  every  other  medicine, 
celebrated  for  the  cure  of  intermittent^, 
was  tried,  and  tried  in  vain;  not  but  that 
intervals  were  obtained  fometimes  for  a 
fortnight  or  more,  when  the  fits  would 
return  with  redoubled  force,  and  at  once 
deprive  him  of  the  little  ftrength  he  had 
gained. 

Matters  being  in  this  lituation,  and 
defpairing  of  a  cure,  unlefs  the  abdominal 
obftru&ions  could  be,  in  fome  meafure, 
refolved,  I  was  inclined  to  make  trial  of 
the  cicuta  for  this  purpofe. 

The  belly  was  ordered  to  be  frequently 
fomented  with  ftrong  decodions  of  the 
plant,  after  which  emplaftra  e  cicuta  cum 
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ammoniac .  were  applied ;  and  ext  raid,  cicutte 
3j.  (afterwards  increafed  to  ^fs.)  was  given 
twice  a  day.  The  benefit  he  received  in 
lefs  than  three  weeks  from  this  courfe 
was  fuch,  as  to  encourage  me  to  perfifi  in 
it.  From  that  time  he  had  no  more  return 
of  his  ague  ;  the  fwellings  bee  ame  gradu¬ 
ally  lefs,  and  the  pain,  which  had  been 
confiderable,  (particularly  on  the  right  fide) 
much  abated  :  thefe  good  appearances  conti¬ 
nued  without  any  untoward  fymptoxn  inter¬ 
vening,  till,  in  about  three  months,  the 
tumor  on  the  region  of  the  liver  being 
wholly  gone,  and  that  on  the  left  fide  (or 
ague  cake ,  as  itris  fometimes  called)  being 
fo  flight,  and  attended  with  fo  little  pain, 
as  not  to  prevent  him  doing  his  duty,  he 
was  difeharged,  March  28  1768.  quite 
recruited  as  to  his  ffrength  and  flefh,  and 
perfe&ly  freed  in  all  refpe&s,  fave  that 
above-mentioned,  from  the  very  threatening 
and  complicated  complaints  under  which 
he  had  fo  long  laboured.  O11  meeting 
this  man  a  few  days  fince,  viz.  February 
1769,  and  enquiring  into  the  ffate  of  his 
health,  he  told  me,  that  the  fwelling  re¬ 
mained 
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mained  nearly  the  fame,  and  that  he  once 
or  twice  had  had  a  return  of  his  ague  ;  for 

which,  however,  he  took  no  medicine  ;  that 

*  • 

he  had  fuffered  no  other  interruption  in 
his  health,  except  when  he  had  been  more 

than  ordinarily  expofed  or  fatigued  in  the 
courfe  of  duty :  he  appeared  at  that  time 

■well  and  hearty. 

Of  the  efficacy  of  hemlock  in  diffolving 
fcrofulous  tumors,  I  have  had  many  in- 
ltances ;  but  as  I  never  had  occafion  to  try 
it  in  this  diforder,  except  on  hofpital 
patients,  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  being 
informed  how  far  the  cure  proved  radical. 
The  only  obfervation  worthy  of  remark 
on  this  article  is,  that  the  cicuta  fometimes 
proves  efficacious  here  in  fmaller  dofes,  than 
in  any  other  diforder,  in  which  I  have 
made  trial  of  it.  I  have  known  pretty 
large  glandular  fwellings  difperfed  in  a 
fortnight,  by  taking  no  more  than  io 
grains  a  day  of  the  extract. 

With  regard  to  its  good  effects  in  cancers, 
it  would  be  taking  up  room  to  no  purpofe 
in  your  very  ufeful  collection,  to  give  parti¬ 
cular  hiftories,  fince  the  refult  altogether 

correfponds 
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correfponds  with  what  has  been  already 
obferved  by  Dr.  Fothergill,  Dr.  Rutty,  and 
others.  I  have  never  met  with  a  fingle 
inftance  of  an  ulcerated  cancer  being  cured 
by  the  cicuta ,  although  many  have  given 
it  long  and  fair  trials ;  nor,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  I  feen  one  cafe  in  which  it  did 
not  produce  temporary  good,  and  in  fome 
uncommonly  flattering  effe£U. 


/ 1  1Xm  >  ’ 
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VIII.  Hemiplegia,  attended  •with uncom¬ 
mon  circumfiances ,  communicated .  by  a 
Member  of  the  Society.  Read  October 
31*  1768. ;  :  '  : 


rx  '*  *■ 

1  i.j  sj.i  it  i  y 


(  » 


the  27th  of  February*  1762*  M.  M. 
in-  the  68th  year  of  her  age,  was 
feized  with  a  palfy,  which  entirely  deprived 
her  of  the  ufe  of  her  right  fide,  and  of  her 
fpeech.  At  the  firft  attack  fhe  was  infen- 
fible,  and  then  fhe  had  all  the  afliftance 
that  an  able  phyfician  could  give  her ;  but 
as  foon  as  fine  recovered  her  fenfes,  all  his 
preferiptions  were  in  vain ;  fhe  perfevered 
with  obftinacy  to  refufe  taking  any  medi¬ 
cine,  or  to  {lifter  any  outward  application. 
All  the  time  of  her  helplefs  condition,  fhe 
was  conftantly  attended  by  two  nurfes  in 
the  night,  and  generally  by  two  likewife 
in  the  day-time,  befides  her  relations,  who 
would  frequently  fit  by  her,  both  to  com¬ 
fort  and  to  amufe  her.  She  lived  till  the 
5th  of  October,  1767. 

From  a  little  time  after  fhe  was  feized 
with  the  palfy,  till  about  five  weeks  before 
7  ‘  foe 
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the  died,  {he  eat  meat,  (more  heartily  and 
more  greedily  indeed,  than  in  her  former 
ftate  of  good  health)  and  by  choice,  rather 
the  high-feafoned  difhes,  both  for  dinner 
and  fupper;  but  drank  fparingly.  All  this 
time  Ihe  was  never  fick  at  her  ftomach, 
and  die  never  fweated.  Her  urine  was 
moderate  in  quantity  ;  but  neither  its 
quantity  nor  quality  could  be  afcertained, 
as  it  came  always  from  her  upon  clothes. 
She  had  frequently  moll  excruciating  pains 
in  the  urinary  paffages,  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  from  gravel,  and  Ihe  palled 
many  fmall  round  {tones  like  fhot.  She 
had  a  conftant  fpitting,  or  drivelling  of 
faliva .  She  was  coitive  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  her  illnefs :  and  this  complaint 
increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  a  little 
time,  the  feldom  had  a  {tool  in  lefs  than  a 
week ;  more  frequently  it  was  a  fortnight, 
fometimes  three  weeks,  and  fometimes 
four,  and  twice  together  only  once  in  thirty 
days  ;  that  is,  twice  in  two  months ,  while 
fhe  was  eating  heartily  all  the  time ,  and 
had  no  fenfible  excretion  bejides ;  except  the 
vfual  quantity  of  urine ,  and  the  faliva l 

difcharge 
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difcharge  above  mentioned .  And  both  times* 
the  evacuation  probably  would  have  been 
ftill  later,  if  4  or  5  grains  of  jalap  had  not 
been  daily  taken  (without  her  knowledge) 
in  the  beer  that  live  drank,  from  the  time 
that  fhe  had  been  a  fortnight  without  a 
Hook  After  this  the  coftivenefs  continued, 
though  not  to  fuch  a  degree,  while  fhe 
lived,  except  once,  that  fhe  was  taken  for  a 
fhort  time  with  a  violent  purging,  which 
threatened  her  immediate  diffolution. 

During  the  laft  four  or  five  weeks  of  her 
life,  her  appetite  to  food  declined  gradually. 
In  the  laft  eleven  days  fhe  fwallowed  nei¬ 
ther  food  nor  drink  of  any  kind  whatever. 
On  the  twelfth  day  five  had  been  prevailed 
upon  to  try  if  fhe  could  take  a  fip  of  her 
favourite  liquor,  fmall  beer,  with  a  little 
wine  in  it.  Whether  fhe  got  any  down 
or  not,  in  two  different  attempts,  was 
uncertain ;  but  it  could  not  have  been  more 
than  a  tea-fpoonful  each  time.  On  the 
thirteenth  day  before  her  death,  fhe  had 
taken  one  difh  of  chocolate,  which  we  may 

prefume,  was  the  laft  nourifhment  fhe  took. 

\ 

During 
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During  thefe  laft  twelve  days,  fhe  was 
perfedly  in  her  fenfes,  (till  within  a  few 
hours  of  her  death)  and  never  expreffed 
the  leaft  degree  of  hunger  or  thirft.  She 
made  rather  lefs  urine  than  before.  Her 
ftrength  funk,  or  failed,  in  the  moft  gradual 
way  that  could  be  conceived  ;  and  her 
breath  and  her  difcharges  became  fo  offen- 
five  before  death,  that  though  great  care 
was  taken,  the  room  could  not  be  kept 
tolerably  fweet. 

She  was  much  extenuated  in  the  courfe 
of  her  difeafe ;  and,  at  one  time,  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  a  mortification, 
from  preffure  in  the  region  of  the  os  facrum , 
was  prevented. 

This  account  was  drawn  up  by  a  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  patient,  who,  from  his  fitua- 
tion,  could  not  be  impofed  upon  with  regard 
to  any  of  the  fads  above  mentioned ;  and 
it  is  communicated  for  the  fake  of  thofe 
fads  only. 


Vol.  IV. 


I 


IX.  Of 
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IX.  Of  the  Ufe  of  Tapping  early  in  Dropfies , 
by  John  Fothergill,  M.  D.  F.  R .  S.  Read 
14  November,  1768. 


HERE  are  feveral  efficacious  reme- 
J.  dies  in  the  hands  of  phyficians, 
which  are  often  made  ufe  of  fo  late  in  the 
difeafe,  that  they  fall  into  difgrace,  from 
being  applied  when  nothing  could  fave  the 
patient  from  inevitable  deftrudtion.  Of 
this  kind,  perhaps,  are  birders  applied  to 
the  head.  The  fick  and  the  byftanders 
have  confented  to  this  application,  when 
nothing  could  be  of  ufe.  The  patient  dies, 
and  the  blifter  to  the  head  bears  the  blame, 
both  as  an  ill  omen  from  the  phyfician, 
and  as  a  barbarous  application,  when,  in 
fadt,  it  deferves  the  imputation  of  neither. 
The  phyfician  well  knowing  the  general 
prejudice  againft  the  application  of  blifters 
to  the  head,  drifts  off  the  propofal  longer 
than  is  right  in  his  own  judgment,  through 
fear  left  the  terror  excited  by  fuch  a  pre- 
fcription,  fhould  do  as  much  harm  as  the 


blifter  could  do  good. 


As  the  danger 


increafes,  this  very  blifter  is  then  often 

called 
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*  *  * 

called  for  by  the  patient’s  friends,  when 
neither  this  rior  any  thing  elfe  can  avail. 

With  what  difficulty  can  we  perfuade 
thofe  who  are  on  the  verge  of  a  con- 
fumption,  and  the  he&ic  fymptoms,  juft  in 
their  infancy,  to  leave  towns  for  a  purer 
air,  or  feek  the  aid  of  Briftol  waters  on  the 
fpot,  while  fuch  kind  of  remedies  afford 
almoft  a  certain  cure.  When  the  lungs  are 
inflamed  and  ulcerated,  an  incurable  heftic, 
with  all  its  wafting  confequences,  are  far 
advanced ;  then,  whether  the  phyfician 
thinks  any  benefit  can  be  received  or  not, 
they  fly  to  Briftol,  when  neither  the  water 
nor  any  other  means  can  prevent  their 
diflblution. 

Perhaps  the  operation  of  tapping  may 
have  undergone  the  fame  fate.  Few  drop- 
fical  patients  can  bear  the  name  without 
apprehenfions  of  terror;  and  indeed  not 
without  reafon  :  for,  of  the  many  who 
undergo  this  operation,  how  few  are  fur- 
viving  inftances  of  its  advantage  ? 

I  think  there  is  reafon  to  fufped;,  that 
tapping  has  incurred  fome  part  'of  its 
difgrace,  from  its  being  delayed  till  it 

I  2  *  could 
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could  have  no  other  effect  than  procuring 
a  very  fhort-lived  hope  to  the  patient,  at 
the  certain  expence  of  the  fmall  fhar'e  of 
ftrength  remaining. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  ftich 
patients  labouring  under  this  difeafe  as 
have  requefted  my  affiftance,  to  fubmit  to 
it  as  early  as  poftible,  after  I  found  that 
the  quantity  of  water  was  fuch  as  could 
not  be  removed  by  medicines,  without 
doing  great  violence  to  the  conftitutionf 
There  are  feveral  perfons  now  living,  whom 
I  prevailed  on  early  to  fubmit  to  this  opera¬ 
tion.  When  I  found  the  ufual  diuretics 
had  no  effed,  and  the  more  adive  purga¬ 
tives  did  as  much  prejudice  by  weakening 
the  whole  frame,  bringing  on  thirft,  lofs 
of  appetite,  debility,  and  fever,  as  they  did 
fervice  by  the  evacuation  they  produced  ;  I 
defifted  from  medicine,  allowed  them  to 
drink  as  much  as  thirft  required ;  and, 
when  the  fluduation  was  fo  evident  as  to 
render  the  operation  fafe,  it  was  performed. 
In  one  cafe,  one  operation  alone  fucceeded : 
for,  by  diuretics  and  corroborants,  proper 
diet  and  fuitable  exercife,  the  urine  pafled 

the 
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the  kidneys  freely,  and  the  patient  reco¬ 
vered  perfectly.  This  was  an  evident 
afcites ,  and  came  on  foon  after  a  lying- 
in  ;  apparently  from  the  power  of  abforp- 
tion  being  weakened  beyond  a  fpeedy  reco¬ 
very,  and  the  exhalant  veffels  being  relaxed 
immoderately  ;  the  balance  was  deflroyed 
and  a  vaft  quantity  of  water  was  collected 
in  a  fhorter  time  than  I  ever  faw.  All  the 
•vifcera  feemed  to  be  found,  and  none  of  the 
ufual  caufes  of  dropfies  from  intemperance 
had  preceded.  Had  we  perfevered  [with 
ftrong  purgatives  or  diuretics  much  longer, 
the  tone  of  the  abforbent  veffels  would 
perhaps  have  been  fo  far  weakened,  as  to 
have  rendered  tapping,  or  any  other  means 
ineffectual. 

Another  cafe  was,  in  a  Angle  woman  of 
about  thirty-five  years  of  age ;  the  difeafe 
fucceeded  a  tedious  lingering  fever,  attended 
with  great  thirft;  and  very  large  quantities 
of  thin  liquors  had  been  poured  down, 
without  difcretion. 

Apprehending  the  diftemper  proceeded 
from  the  diminiihed  power  of  the  abforbing 
veffels,  the  redundancy  of  fluid,  the  general 

I  3  .  debility 
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debility  of  the  whole  frame  ;  very  few 
medicines,  except  cordials,  were  given,  till 
ihe  was  full  enough  to  be  tapped.  This 
was  happily  performed  ;  but  fhe  foon  filled 
again.  The  operation,  was  repeated.  The 
medicines  ordered  for  her  now  began  to 
take  effedh  The  urine  was  increafed,  her 
ftrength  returned,  and  Ihe  left  the  town 
perfectly  recovered. 

If  we  confider,  that  this  operation  is  far 
from  being  one  of  the  moft  painful,  and 
that,  if  the  fiu&uation  is  fufficiently  evident, 
and  the  belly  moderately  tenfe,  it  is  one  of 
the  fafeft,  it  feems  to  me,  that  we  have 
nothing  to  fear,  either  in  refpect  to  ourfelves 
or  our  patients,  if  we  recommend  it  as 
early  as  poflible. 

If  I  am  called  to  a  patient  tending  to  a 
dropfy,  the  belly  beginning  to  fill,  the 
urine  paffing  in  finall  quantities,  and  high- 
coloured,  the  appetite  falling  and  thirft 
increafing,  with  the  lofs  of  flefli  in  the 
upper  parts  of  the  body  ;  I  have  recourfe 
to  fuch  diuretics,  purgatives,  and  corro¬ 
borants  intermixed,  as  the  ftate  of  the  cafe 
and  the  nature  of  its  caufes  indicate.  The 

prepa- 
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preparations  of  fquills,  the  neutral  and 
alkaline  falts,  the  terebinthinate  balfams, 
afford  many  efficacious  compofitions.  The 
purgatives  are  known  to  every  one.  If,  by 
a  reafonable  perfeverance  in  this  courfe,  no 
considerable  benefit  accrues  ;  if  the  'vifcera 
do  not  evidently  appear  to  be  obftruded 
and  unfit  for  the  future  purpofes  of  life ; 
if  the  complaints  have  not  been  brought  on 
by  a  long  habitual  train  of  intemperance, 
and  from  which  there  feems  little  hope  of 
reclaiming  the  patient ;  if  the  Strength  and 
time  of  life  are  not  altogether  againft  us  ; 
I  defift  from  medicine,  except  of  the  cordial 
reftorative  kind  ;  and  let  the  difeafe  pro¬ 
ceed  till  the  operation  becomes  fafely  prac¬ 
ticable  ;  when  this  is  done,  by  the  moderate 
life  of  the  warmer  diuretics,  chalybeates 
and  bitters,  allb  the  preparations  of  fquills 
in  dofes  below  that  point  at  which  the 
flomach  would  be  affected,  I  endeavour  to 
prevent  them  from  filling  again. 

If  we  recoiled;  what  happens  in  the  cure 
of  feveral  incyfted  dropfies,  we  Shall  find 
the  opinion  here  advanced  confirmed. 
Divers  of  thefe  are  cured  by  pundure; 

I  4  Some- 
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fometimes  once  only,  fometimes  the  ope-.- 
ration  is  neceffarily  repeated.  You  will 
remember  many  cafes,  I  doubt  not,  of  the 

dropfies  of  the  tejlis  or  tunica  vaginalis 

* 

particularly.  I  can  recoiled;  feveral  within 
my  own  knowledge  ;  fome  that  have  rer 
quired  but  once  tapping,  others  repeatedly, 
gnd  yet  at  laft  have  remained  perfedly 
cured. 

Should  you,  Gentlemen,  be  of  opinion, 
that  thefe  remarks  are  not  ill  founded,  J 
have  no  doubt  but,  from  the  fhare  of  bufi- 
nefs  which  paffes  through  your  hands,  the 
public  will  receive  fuch  confirmations  as 
may  tend  to  diffipate  that  dread  of  tapping 
which,  I  am  fatisfied,  is  one  great  caufe  of 
the  difgrace  under  which  it  labours,  and  is 
alike  injurious  to  our  art,  and  detrimental 
to  the  patient. 

Before  I  quit  this  fubjed:,  permit  me  to 
mention  a  method  of  fcarification  that  has 
often  fucceeded  in  anafarcous  fwellings  of 
ths  legs  and  thighs  ;  at  leaf]:,  it  has  fo  far 
fucceeded,  as  to  draw  off  large  quantities  of 
water,  without  either  fo  much  pain  or 
ffengef  in  the  common  way  by  incifions. 
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Thefe  are  always  painful,  and,  if  large, 
are  dangerous,  from  the  known  difficulty 
of  healing  wounds  in  anafarcous  habits. 

I  generally  order  this  operation  to  be 
performed  with  tlie  common  fcarificator 
ufed  in  cupping,  and  the  inftrument  to  be 
placed  fo  as  to  make  the  wounds  tranf-r 
verfely.  If  the  {kin  is  thick,  the  lancets 
may  be  fet  fo  as  to  make  deeper,  and  confe- 
quently  wider  incifions.  By  this  method, 
a  large  quantity  of  water  will  often  drain 
from  the  legs  and  thighs,  without  rifk  of 
inflammation,  or  deterring  the  patient  from 
a  repetition,  if  neceflary.  To  proceed  with 
as  much  fafety  as  poffible,  I  commonly 
order  the  inftrument  t  firft  to  be  applied 
about  the  middle  of  the  calf  on' each  fide  the 

4 

leg,  and  either  to  one  leg  only,  or  to  both, 

as  occafion  requires*  The  application  of 

glaffes,  either  tojraife  the  {kin,  or  promote 

the  difeharge  afterwards,  is  unneceflary. 

The  inftrument  is  gently  prefled  upon  the 

(kin  till  a  furface  is  formed  fufficiently  flat 

to  admit  the  lancets  in  the  fcarificator  to 

take  effect  equally.  By  making  thefe  little 

openings  in  the  {kin  tranverfely,  they  give 
* 

yent 
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vent  more  freely  to  the  fluid,  and  are  longer 
before  they  unite. 

*  >  *  * 

Should  it  be  alked,  in  what  cafes  this 
application  is  proper ;  it  is  anfwered,  that 
in  all  anafarcous  habits,  where  the  ferofa 
colluvies  gains  upon  us  faft,  and  the  fkin 
is  fo  ftretched  as  to  threaten  a  rupture,  or 
inflammation  and  gangrene,  much  mifchief 
may  be  prevented  by  thefe  means.  Like- 
wife,  where  the  breath  is  extremely  afFedted 
in  fuch  habits,  a  temporary  relief  may,  in 
this  manner,  often  be  obtained,  in  order  to 
give  a  fair  chance  to  remedies  adminiftered 
internally.  Your  own  experience,  Gentle¬ 
men,  will  fuggeft  to  you  many  other  ufes 
of  this  operation. 


I 


X.  On 


X 
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X.  On  painful  Confipation  from  indurated 

Foeces.  Read  14  November,  1768. 

•  •  '  . 

-qnrt  jri  .  oq';o  ih  .r .  ,r{.  •  0  i>t\l  •  V 

To- the  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

,  ,  ■  o  ■  ■  ■ 

Gentlemen,  • 

—  ,  r.i  •,  .  1S  ;  ±  *  ft 

Permit  me  to  plead  the  privilege  offered  in 
the  Preface  to  your  Firft  Volume,  of 
remaining,  if  a  writer  pleafes,  concealed. 

Your  fecretary  is  informed  to  whom  he 
may  apply,  if  any  of  the  faCts  are 
difputed,  I  am,  &c. 

I  KNOW  not  of  any  writer  who  has 
;  given  himfelf  the  trouble  to  acquaint 
young  practitioners  with  a  complaint  that 
frequently  occurs,  is  very  troublefome, 
may  eafily  be  miftaken,  and  the  miftake  be 
productive  of  very  ferious  confequences  to 
the  fufferer. 

You  who  praCtife  in  the  metropolis,  by 
daily  conference  with  one  another,  learn 
many  things  cafually,  as  if  it  were,  of  much 

importance 
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importance  to  yourfelves  and  to  pothers, 
that  make  their  way  more  flowly  to  the 
country. 

It  is  known,  that  from  many  caufes, 
from  the  ufe  of  the  bark  efpecially,  it  hap¬ 
pens,  fuch  quantities  of  hardened  faces  are 
fometimes  collefted  in  the  reSlum ,  as 
nature,  without  afjiftance,  is  unable  to 
expel.  Many  fuch  inftances  have  occur¬ 
red  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  a  moderate 
fhare  of  bufinefs;  and  I  doubt  not,  many 
more  to  you,  Gentlemen,  who  feem  to  take 
the  lead  fo  happily  in  practice,  as  well  as 
in  a  difpofition  to  communicate  the  refult  of 
your  extenfive  experience. 

I  fhall  relate  one  fingle  cafe  particularly, 
as  feme  ufeful  hints  may  be  colle&ed  from 
it,  as  well  as  from  fome  other  cafes  of  the 
like  tendency,  fufficient,  I  hope,  to  lead 
the  young  pra&itioner  into  a  method  of 
diflinguiihing  this  diforder  from  others, 
which,  though  in  fome  appearances  the 
fame,  are  diametrically  oppofite. 

Not  long  fince  I  was  defired  to  viflt  an 
elderly  gentleman,  labouring,  as  it  was 
fuppofed,  under  an  obftinate  diarrhoea .  He 
was  in  the  country,  under  the  care  of  a 

very 
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very  fenfible  and  experienced  apothecary, 
who,  from  the  patient’s  and  attendants 
complaints  and  informations,  was  induced 
to  believe  it  a  diarrhoea ,  and  had  treated  it 
as  fuch,  in  a  very  proper  manner. 

The  gentleman  had  very  frequent  mo¬ 
tions  to  ftool,  and  the  motions  extremely 
urgent.  Some  thin  excrement  was  always 
difcharged  on  thefe  occafions  :  the  pains 
gradually  leflened  for  a  time,  and  then 
returned  with  the  like  violence  and  the 
fame  effects. 

Rhubarb,  teftacea,  demulcents,  anodynes, 
had  been  occasionally  given ;  but  the 
diforder  ftill  continued,  and  the  pains  and 
difcharges,  though  rather  leSs  frequent, 
feemed  to  be  more  violent.  From  the 
violence  of  theSe  returns,  I  began  to  SuSpedt 
they  proceeded  from  Some  obftruftion  in 
the  reElum.  The  pains  were  previous  to 
the  discharge;  a  tenefmus  always  Succeeds 
it.  On  enquiry,  I  found  my  patient  was 
always  diSpoSed  to  be  coftive  ;  that  he  had 
been  So  many  days  preceding  this  diSeaSe  ; 
that  he  had  not  palled  a  figured  ftool  of  a 
fortnight  :  I  guefled  therefore,  that  the 

discharge 
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difcharge  of  thin  excrement  was  forced  by 
the  painful  throws  paft  the  obftruCting 
collection. 

I  requefted  the  apothecary’s  fervant,  who 
was  in  waiting,  to  dip  his  finger  in  oil, 
introduce  it  into  the  rectum ,  and  try  to 
difcover  if  my  fufpicions  were  well- 
founded  ;  and  if  they  were,  to  endeavour 
to  break  the  hardened  fcybala ,  and  bring 
them  away,  either  by  his  finger,  or  a 
narrow  fpoon,  the  beft  inftrument  we  could 
then  find. 

It  proved  as  I  had  fufpeCted,  and  the 
young  man  performed  his  part  fo  well  as 
to  bring  away  a  very  large  lump  of 
hardened  fceces,  which  could  not  *by  any 
other  means  have  been  difeharged.  Emol¬ 
lient  clyflers,  and  oily  relaxing  draughts, 
foon  brought  away  the  reft,  and  our  patient 
was  effectually  relieved  from  that  moment. 

Another  cafe,  not  altogether  diffimilar, 
may  be  worth  mentioning.  I  was  defired 
to  vifit  a  gentlewoman  near  fixty  years  of 
age,  of  a  conftitution  rather  plethoric,  and, 
to  appearance,  healthy,  except  from  the 
effeCts  of  the  prefent  indifpofition.  She 

complained 


3 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries.  127 

complained  of  very  fharp,  but  intermit¬ 
ting  pains  of  all  the  parts  about  th t  pelvis. 
She  compared  them  to  labour-pains  in 
refpedt  of  violence,  and  of  longer  duration  : 
juft,  fhe  faid,  as  if  the  womb,  bladder,  and 
all  within  her,  were  forcing  outwards  :  every 
half-hour  almoft  they  returned,  and  had 
fo  continued  near  a  month  before  I  was 
called  to  her. 

An  ingenious  apothecary,  converfant  in 
midwifery,  had  fufpe&ed  that  fome  hard¬ 
ened  faces  in  the  rettum  increafed  the 
malady,  if  they  were  not  the  foie  caufes  of 
it.  He  was  permitted  to  examine ;  but,  by 

introducing  the  finger  as  high  as  poflible, 

/ 

he  could  difcover  nothing  of  this  kind,  but 
found  the  uterus  much  enlarged  and  very 
hard,  comprefling  the  refium  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  any  thing  but  what 
was  in  a  very  liquid  ftate  from  pafling,  and 
fuch  kind  of  liquid  ftools  were  difcharged 
very  frequently,  fo  as  to  imitate  a  genuine 
diarrhcsa. 

The  uterus ,  when  examined,  was  exqui- 
fitely  painful  to  the  touch.  The  urine 
was  xlifeharged  with  much  difficulty. 


owing, 
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owing,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  to  the  increafed 
bulk  of  the  uterus . 

Upon  enquiry,  I  found  the  kind  of 
pain  was  fuch  as  is  above  defcribed. 
That  the  ftools  were  always  liquid,  and 
thefe  only  forced  away  by  pretty  a£tive' 
purgatives,  gentle  ones  having  no  effect, 
ivhich  never  failed,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
increafe  thefe  forcing  pains  immoderately. 
This  had  rendered  the  ufe  of  anodynes 
necellary  at  night,  to  allay  the  irritation 
produced  by  the  purgatives. 

Though  from  the  account  given  me, 
there  was  much  reafon  to  apprehend  the 
uterus  was  in  a  very  morbid  ftate,  probably 
verging  to  a  cancer,  as  feemed  afterwards  - 
to  be  more  evidently  the  cafe  ;  yet  that 
fome  hard  fasces  might  be  one  caufe  of  the 
prefen t  pain  feemed  to  me  not  improbable. 

The  apothecary,  at  my  requeft,  examined 
the  re  Hum  again  with  his  finger  ;  but 
found  no  fasces .  He  then  introduced  a 
fmall  tallow  candle,  and  pufhed  it  gently 
paft  the  comprefled  part.  Upon  drawing 
it  out,  he  obferved  fome  excrement  flicking 
to  it.  This  induced  him  to  pafs  it  again 

to 
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tb  the  obftru&ing  place,  and,  by  degrees, 
he  diflodged  a  very  large  mafs  of  hardened 
excrement,  which  fell  into  the  re  Hum ,  and 
being  there  broke  with  the  finger  and  the 
fcoop,  was  extracted.  An  emollient  clyfter 
brought  away  the  reft,  and  fhe  now  com¬ 
plained  of  nothing  but  fatigue  andforenefs. 

Gentle  laxatives  now  took  effect,  and 
her  fufferings  were  greatly  diminiflied. 
Thofe  arifing  from  the  morbid  uterus , 
neverthelefs,  continued,  as  I  was  informed 
afterwards. 

/ 

An  opinion  that  purgative,  or  even  laxa¬ 
tive  medicines  deftroy,  or,  in  fome  degree, 
fruftrate  the  efficacy  of  the  bark,  has 
contributed  not  a  little  to  produce  many 
troublefome  accidents  of  this  kind  :  for,  as 
a  large  quantity  of  bark  is  generally  ufed 
in  the  cure  of  an  ague,  and  as  the  bark 
is  indiffoluble  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
it  eafily  unites  with  the  faces ,  and  forms 
with  them  fuch  large,  hard,  compact  fcybala , 
as  can  by  no  means  pafs  the  fphinller  am , 
without  exquifite  pain  and  difficulty,  and 
fometimes  not  without  the  aid  of  in- 
ftruments. 

Von.  IV.  •  K 
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When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  patient  com-? 
plains  of  excruciating  forcing  pains  about 
the  amts ;  but  remitting.  Some  thin  excre¬ 
ment  is  difeharged,  and  the  pain  abates. 
A  frefh  fpafmodic  effort  fellows,  and  with 
the  like  fuccefs.  It  is  a  kind  of  fponta- 
neous  fpafm  of  all  the  parts  in,  or  connected 
immediately  with  the  pelvis^  for  the  cxclu- 

fion  of  this  irritating  iubftance.  Should 

/ 

inch  a  thin  difeharge,  attended  with  pain, 
lead  any  one  to  fuppofe  it  a  diarrhoea ,  and, 
in  confequence  of  fuch  a  fuppofition,  treat 
it  with  aftringents  and  opiates,  it  is  evident 
that  greater  mifehief  would  enfue. 

i  Cj 

Should  the  defeription  given  by  the 
patient,  and  the  preceding  circumftances  of 
the  cafe,  induce  one  to  doubt  whether  the 
difeafe.  is  -owing  to  conftipation,  a  trial 
attended  with  no  danger,  and,  in  mo  ft  cafes, 
with  little  difficulty,  will  foon  clear  up  the 
matter.  If  the  pain  remits,  and  returns 
with  violence  after  a  fhort  remiflion,  and 
the  patient  has  either  taken  the  bark,  or 
been  long  coftive,  there  is  rcalon  to  appre¬ 
hend  the  complaints  are  the  confequences 
of  conftipation,  and  can  probably  be 

relieved 
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relieved  by  no  other  means  fo  fafely  and 
fpeedily,  as  by  manual  operation. 

But  it  appears,  that  a  fearch  with  the 
finger  only,  is  not  in  all  cafes  fufficient : 
the  lodgment  may  be  above  its  reach.  A 
fmall  tallow  candle  may  be  paffed  lb  far  as 
to  put  the  affair  out  of  doubt,  and  fhould 
be  recommended  where,  from  concurrent 
evidence,  fuch  a  lodgment  is  fufpedted. 
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XL  ^  Account  of  the  Putrid  Meafes , 
they  zuere  obferved  at  London  zzz  the  years 
Jl 763  and  1768,  by  William  Watfon, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  Read  9  January,  1769. 

ONE  of  the  good  purpofes  expected 
from  the  inftitution  of  the  Medical 
Society  was,  to  record  obfervations  upon 
difeafes  which  did  not  very  often  occur,  or 
did  occur  under  particular  circumflances  ; 
in  order  that  phyficians  hereafter  might 
know  what  appearances  thofe  difeafes  were, 
at  fuch  a  period,  attended  with ;  as  well  as 
the  effects  of  the  then  medical  treatment  of 
them.  The  meafles  therefore,  having,  with-* 
in  thefe  few  years,  vifited  London  and  its 
neighbourhood,  attended  with,  fymptoms 
very  different  from  thofe,  which  have  been 
handed  down  to  us  by  the  more  early 
medical  writers,  is  the  occafion  of  this 
communication. 

The  meafles,  as  they  are  more  ufually 
feen,  are  an  eruptive  difeafe  of  a  limply 
inflammatory  nature,  which  the  judicious 

Sydenham 
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Sydenham  *  long  fince  obferved,  were 
totally  free  from  danger,  provided  they 
\vere  not  unfkilfully  treated.  This  obfer- 
vation,  however,  whatever  regard  may  be 
due  to  that  excellent  phyfician,  muft  not 
be  taken  in  too  Arid:  and  literal  a  fenfe  : 
becaufe,  according  to  this  affertion,  who¬ 
ever  died  during  the  courfe  of  the  mealies, 
their  deaths  were  owing,  not  to  the  difeafe, 
but  to  the  treatment,  which,  in  every  cafe, 
cannot  be  allowed. 

This  difeafe  however  appears  at  times 
under  circumftances,  very  different  from 
thofe  recorded  by  Sydenham  :  or,  to  adopt 
the  language  of  the  naturalifts,  what  we 
fometimes  fee,  though  of  the  fame  genus, 
fhould  be  confidered  as  a  different  fpecies" 
of  meafles.  They  feem  to  bear  the  fame 
relation  to  one  another,  as  the  diflinct 
fmall-pox  do  to  the  confluent. 

Of  this  more  dangerous  kind  feems  to 
have  been  the  meafles,  called  by  that  excel¬ 
lent  obferver  Morton,  in  his  j*  Appendix 
Morbilli  Kpidemii .  The  other  kind  he  calls 

*  De  Morbilli?,  anno  1670. 
f  Appendix,  page  241. 

K  *  Morbilli 
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Morbilli  genuini  et  benigni.  Of  the  former, 
or  malignant  kind,  was  the  difeafe,  which, 
according  to  Morton,  raged  fo  feverely  at 
London  during  the  autumnal  months  of  the 
year  1672,  that  near  three  hundred  died 
weekly  of  it.  This  number  of  deaths  he 
takes  notice  of,  both  in  the  Pyretologia*,  and 
in  his  Appendix  f;  and  adds  further,  that 
it  then  appeared  like  a  gentle  kind  of 
plague,  and  fpared  neither  age  nor  fex. 

Dr,  Sydenham  has  given  the  hiftory  of 
the  meafles  of  the  year  1670,  which  he 
confidered  as  the  moft  perfed  of  their  kind. 
He  mentions  alfo  the  meafles,  as  being 
frequent  in  fome  of  the  fubfequent  years : 
it  is  therefore  fomewhat  remarkable,  that 

*  Morbilli — maligni — lit  plurimum  more  pedis  ipdus 
exitiales  funt.  Hoc  morbo  poll  annum  1670,  Londini 
publice  graiTante,  tercentos  plus  minus,  fingulis  hebdo- 
niadis,  periiffe  memini.- - Pyretologia,  page  25,  26. 

f  At  locum  dedit  (Febris  'Lvvfxpl)  morbillis  epidemiis, 
qui  ad  indar  pedis  mitioris,  nulli  fexui  vcl  sctati  parcentes, 
aded  menlibus  anni  1672,  autumnalibus  Londini  faeviebant, 
ut  tercenti  plus  minus  inde  confedti,  quaque  hebdomada, 
ad  orcum  defcenderent. 

Mor’oillofa  autem  hac  conditutione,  pod  tyrannidem  ad 
fex  menfes  durantem,  jam  demum  Pub  finem  hyemis  fenfim 

declinante,  ac  tandem  penitus  exulante. - Mortoni 

Appendix,  page  241, 


he 
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he  takes  no  notice  of  the  mortality  occa- 
fioned  by  this  difeafe,  ■which  is  mentioned 
by  Morton  to  have  happened  in  the  year 
1672. 

My  late  much  valued  friend.  Dr.  Huxham, 
in  his  fecond  volume  De  Morris  epidemic!*  > 
mentions  the  epidemic  meafles  to  have 
attacked  at  Plymouth,  in  the  months  of 
July,  Auguft,  September,  and  Gdlober, 
174 5,  not  only  young  perfons,  but  adults  ; 
and  that  many  died.  Some  feemed  carried 
off  by  the  peripneumony,  others  by  a  flow 
hedtic  wafting.  Not  uncommonly  bloody 
llools  came  on,  but  more  frequently  a 
violent  mucous  diarrhoea .  He  fometimes 
faw  dreadful  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  which 
brought  on  a  caries  of  the  jawbones,  and 
a  miferable  death. 

By  fome  papers,  which  have  fallen  into 
my  hands  fince  the  death  of  Dn  Huxham* 
and  are  a  continuation  of  his  work  De  Acre 

1 

et  Morbis  epidemic!,  l  find,  that  the  putrid 
meafles,  attended  with  circumftances  fimilar 
to  thofe  juft  now  mentioned,  again  vifited 

^  Vol.  I[.  page  137,  t  39. 

K  4  Plymouth 


136  Medical  ObJervations  and  Inquiries 


Plymouth  and  its  neighbourhood,  in  the 
months  of  December  1749,  and  January 
and  February  1750.  Morbilliy  fays  Dr. 
Huxham,  hoc  tempore  maxime  funt  epide - 
mici,  imo  et  f<tpe  pejliferi. 

Not  unfrequently,  during  a  courfe  of 
many  years  practice,  I  have  feen  this 
difeafe,  to  which  Huxham,  as  well  as 
Morton,  has  given  the  appellation  of  Mor- 
billi  Epide?nici ;  but  I  never  obferved  it  in 
the  degree,  in  which  it  occurred  twice  at 
the  Foundling  Hofpital  fince  I  have  been 
phyfician  there.  The  fir  ft  time  was  in  the 
year  1763,  and  the  laft  in  the  fummer  of 
1768 ;  and  of  thefe  I  here  mean  to  give 
fome  account.  Between  thefe  two  periods,' 
in  the  year  1766,  we  had  a  confiderable 
number  attacked  by  the  M or  billi  genuini  ef 
benigni^  or  common  inflammatory  meafles ; 
infomuch  that  out  of  three  hundred  and’ 
feventy-eight  children,  who  were  then  in  the 
hofpital,  feventy-four  had  the  difeafe ;  but 
thefe  all  recovered,  and  are  therefore  here 
only  curforily  mentioned. 

In  the  year  1763,  the  firffc  perfon  feized 
with  the  epidemic  mealies  was  on  April-  the1 


A 


twenty- 
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twenty-firft ;  from  which  time,  to  May  the 
fourth,  two  others  only  were  affedted  by 
it.  From  this  time  to  the  ninth  of  June, 
which  was  the  laft  day  in  which  any  one 
was  feized  with  it,  out  of  three  hundred 
and  twelve  children  then  in  the  hofpital, 
one  hundred  and  eighty  were  attacked  by 
this  difeafe  :  and  of  thefe,  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  were  feized  before  the  end  of  the 
firft  fortnight.  To  this  number  the  before- 
mentioned  three  are  to  be  added,  to  com-* 
plete  the  number  of  thofe,  who  had  it  at 
this  period.  Of  this  number,  notwith- 
handing  the  bell  endeavours  of  my  learned 
eollegue,  Dr.  Morton,  and  myfelf,  fo  fevere 
was  the  difeafe,  that  nineteen  died  ;  and 
a  great  number,  though  they  ftruggled 
through  it,  were  fo  much  debilitated,  that 
after  fome  weeks,  their  ftrength  not  return¬ 
ing,  it  was  judged  necelfary  to  fend  them 
into  the  country,  where  they  all  recovered, 
though  very  (lowly. 

The  laft  time,  viz.  in  the  year  1768,  of 
four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  children  then 
in  the  hofpital,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  had  this  difeafe  5  but  of  thefe  fix  only 

died* 


,  < 
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died.  The  fir  ft  child  was  feized  on  May  thd 
ninth,  the  laft  on  June  the  feventh,  though 
ten  were  attacked  the  preceding  day.  The 
difeafe  at  this  time  was  more  mild  in  its 
lymptoms,  and  lefs  dangerous  in  the  event, 
than  that  of  1763.  In  that  year,  of  all 
attacked,  near  one  in  ten  died  ;  in  the  laft 
year,  one  was  loft  only  in  twenty-three; 
and  though  the  feafon  of  the  year  was  pre- 
cifely  the  fame,  the  convalefcents  recovered 
much  fafter. 

It  is  not  here  neceflary  to  recount  the 
hiftory  of  the  genuine,  or  common  meafles, 
not  only  as  it  is  already  done  by  Sydenham, 
Mead,  and  others  ;  but  as  the  difeafe  itfelf 
fo  frequently  occurs  to  the  obfervation  of 
every  practitioner.  I  Shall  only  mention, 
that  after  the  continuance  of  the  watry 
eyes,  fwelled  eyelids,  running  of  the  nofe, 
difficulty  of  breathing,  cough  and  feveral 
febrile  fymptoms,  for  three  or  four  days, 
the  eruption  appears,  which,  after  occu¬ 
pying  the  {kin  fucceffively  in  various,  and 
generally  in  moft  parts  of  the  body  for 
about  four  days  more,  goes  off,  and  leaves 
the  body  covered  with  light  branny  fcales. 

.  About 
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About  this  time  the  febrile  fymptoms, 
cough,  and  difficulty  of  breathing  grow 
worfe ;  efpecially  if  bleeding  and  gentle 
evacuations  have  been  negledted  in  the 
beginning :  but  thefe  fymptoms,  by  the 
treatment  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  generally 
fubfide  in  two  or  three  days  more  ;  fo  that 
the  whole  of  the  difeafe,  except  what 
remains  of  the  cough,  is  commonly  deter¬ 
mined  in,  and  very  rarely  exceeds  ten  days* 
or  at  moll  a  fortnight.  It  indeed  very 
feldom  continues  fo  long. 

In  the  malignant  mealies,  to  adopt  one 
of  Morton’s  appellations,  the  appearances 
are  very  different.  Watery  inflamed  eyes, 
a  cough,  and  an  univerfal  debility,  were  the 
frit  indications  of  a  perfon’s  being  attacked. 
To  thefe  generally  fucceeded  a  reftlefs 
night.  On  the  next  day  the  fever  ufually 
rofe  to  a  confiderable  height,  attended  with 
pain  and  heavinefs  in  the  head,  at  which 
time  the  eruptions  appeared  ;  fo  that  molt 
frequently,  on  the  fecond  day  the  mealies 
were  vifible  on  moft  parts  of  the  body. 
The  cough  and  inflamed  eyes  grew  worfe. 
The  patient  now  complained  of  great  heat, 

oppreffion 
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oppreffion  and  reftleflnefs.  The  breathing 
was  generally  difficult,  and  there  was  no 
expectoration.  The  fkin  was  ulually  dry ; 
the  fauces  were  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and 
the  tongue  1110ft  frequently  foul.  The  third: 
was  great.  The  pulfe  was  very  quick,  but 
feldom  full,  and  they  complained  of  great 
weaknefs.  The  eruption,  heat,  and  inflam¬ 
matory  fygiptoms  continued  in  the  manner 
juft  now  mentioned,  more  or  lefs,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  feverity  of  the  difeafe,  four  or 
five  days,  and  then  went  off.  In  fome 
inftances,  they  continued  a  few  days 
longer;  but,  in  the  greater  number,  the 
eruptions  were  gone  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  day.  This  I  confider  as  the  firft 
ftage  of  the  difeafe. 

The  fecond,  or  laft  ftage  of  the  malig- 
.  nant  mcafles,  began  after  the  febrile  heat 
was  over,  and  the  eruptions  had  difap- 
peared.  The  watery  eyes  in  many,  were 
now  turned  to  a  grievous  forenefs  in  that 
organ,  which  lafted  in  fome  a  conliderable 
time.  The  cough,  oppreffion,  and  diffi¬ 
culty  of  breathing  continued  equally  fevere, 
and  fometimes  more  fo  than  during  the 

eruption, 
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eruption,  attended  witli  great  reftleflnefs 
and  anxiety,  and  with  fcarce  any  expecto¬ 
ration.  The  third:  was  abated.  The  pulfe 
was  quick,  but  low,  and  frequently  irre¬ 
gular  ;  and  the  debility  in  many  was 
extreme,  efpecially  if,  at  this  period,  the 
patient  was  teazed  with  purging  ftools.  By 
this  time  they  were  greatly  reduced  in  their 
flefh.  If,  in  this  date,  a  delirium  came  on, 
it  generally  indicated  that  death  was  not 
far  off.  And  here  I  cannot  but  obferve, 
that  Dr.  Mead,  in  his  di{courfe  concerning 
the  meafles,  reprehends  Sydenham  for  not 
having  directed  bleeding  at  the  beginning 
of  this  difeafe ;  but  negleCted  this  material 
part  of  the  cure  fo  far,  that  he  only  ordered 
it  at  the  end,  when  a  hot  regimen  and  too 
warm  medicines  had  brought  upon  the 
patient  a  cough  and  fhortnefs  of  breath.  If 
Dr.  M$ad  had  feen  and  attended  to  the 
kind  of  meafles,  of  which  we  are  now 
treating,  he  would  have  obferved  a  cough 
and  fhortnefs  of  breath)  after  the  feverifh 
heat  and  eruptions  were  gone  off;  though 
bleeding,  and  even  a  repetition  of  it,  had 
not  been  omitted  in  the  beginning,  and  no 

wann 
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warm  medicines  during  the  febrile  ftate 

had  been  directed. 

If,  in  the  fecond  ftageof  the  difeafe,  the 
drynefs  of  the  fkin  went  off,  and  gentle 
perfpiration  returned  ;  if  the  reftleflhefs  and 
anxiety  were  abated;  if  the  cough  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  became  lefs  fevere ; 
and  if  the  patient  recovered  a  little  ftrength; 
thefe  were  favourable  appearances.  The 
reverfe  of  thefe  indicated  mifchief. 

Of  thofe  who  died,  we  loft  few  in  the 
firfl  ftage  of  the  difeafe  ;  feveral  on  the  two 
or  three  firfl  days  of  the  fecond  ;  more 
between  the  fecond  and  third  week.  Some 
indeed  died  even  more  than  a  month  after 
their  being  fir  ft  attacked.  Of  thofe  who 
died,  fome  funk  under  laborious  refpiration* 
more  from  a  dyfenteric  purging,  the  difeafe 
having  attacked  the  bowels ;  and  of  thefe 
one  died  of  a  mortification  in  the  redlum • 
'JBefides  this,  fix  others  died  fphacelated  in 
lome  one  or  more  parts  of  the  body.  The 
girls  who  died,  moft  ufually  became  morti¬ 
fied  in  the  pudendum .  Two  had  ulcers  iu 
*  their  mouth  and  cheek,  which  laft  was  fo 
corroded  by  them,  that  the  cheek,  from  the 

9  ulcers 
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ulcers  within,  fphacelated  externally  before 
they  died.  Of  thefe,  one  had  the  gums  and 
jawbone  corroded  to  fo  great  a  degree, 
that  moft  of  the  teeth  on  one  fide  came  out 
before  fhe  died.  The  lips  and  mouths  of 
many  who  recovered  were  ulcerated,  and 
continued  fo  a  long  time.  Symptoms  like 
thefe,  Dr.  Huxham  obferved  to  have  hap¬ 
pened  to  thofe,  who  were  attacked  by  the 
malignant  meafles  at  Plymouth  in  the  year 

I745* 

Befides  thefe,  after  the  cough,  difficulty 
of  breathing,  and  other  feemingly  threat- 
ning  fymptoms  were  gone  off,  feveral 
were  fo  debilitated,  that  they  refufed  to  take 
almoft  any  nourifhment,  and  funk  quite 
emaciated ;  one  fo  late  as  fix  weeks  after 
the  attack. 

Several  were  opened  who  died  under 
different  circumftances  attending  this  dif- 
eafe.  Of  fome  who  died  of  laborious 
refpiration  after  the  feverifh  heat  and  erup¬ 
tions  were  paffed,  the  bronchial  fyftem  was 
found  very  little  loaded  with  mucus ;  but 
the  fubftance  of  the  lungs  was  tender,  and 
£heir  blood-veffels  were  very  much  obflrud:- 


* 
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cd  and  diftended.  In  a  girl  who  died  ou 
the  nineteenth  day,  of  laborious  refpiratiom 
and  extreme  debility,  many  ftrong  adhe- 
lions  were  found  between  the  lungs  and 
pleura .  The  lungs  were  diftended  with 
blood,  and  the  left  lobe  had  begun  to  fpha- 
celate.  Part  of  the  jejunum  was  mueh 
inflamed,  and  contained  feveral  worms. 

Another  died  at  the  end  of  three  weeks, 
during  which  time  his  breathing  had  been 
very  difficult.  For  feveral  days  he  had  had 
a  colliquative  purging ;  but  when  he  was 
apparently  no  worfe  than  he  had  been  for 
feme  days  before,  he  died  fuddenly.  He 
had  complained  much  of  a  fharp  pain 
under  the  left  fcapula .  Upon  opening  the 
thorax ,  the  blood-veflels  of  the  lungs  were 
found  much  enlarged,  and  a  fphacelus  of 
confiderable  extent  in  the  left  lobe.  This, 
by  corroding  the  blood-veflels,  occafioned 
an  hemorrhage*  which  filled  almofl;  the  left 
cavity  of  the  cheft.  The  iphacelated  part 

t 

of  the  lungs  contained  a  confiderable  quan¬ 
tity  of  putrid,  dark  coloured,  highly  offen- 
five  Janies. 

Collections 
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Colle&ions  of  purulent  matter  were  ob- 
ferved  in  none ;  on  the  contrary,  in  this 
putrid  difeafe,  every  morbid  appearance 
indicated  a  fphacelus. 

In  the  year  1763,  the  firft  of  the  years 
mentioned  in  this  paper,  the  mealies  were 
very  frequent  in  London;  and,  as  appears 
by  the  bills  of  mortality,  very  fatal ;  no  left 
than  fix  hundred  and  ten  dying  in  that  year, 
of  this  diftemper.  This  is  much  more  than 
double  the  number  of  deaths  by  the  mealies 
in  the  year  preceding,  viz.  1762,  and  the  two 
fucceeding  years,  1764  and  1765.  In  thefe 
three  years  died  no  more  than  two  hundred 
and  forty-one.  In  the  year  176 6,  there 
died  four  hundred  and  eighty-two.  In  the 
year  1768,  the  fecond  time  that  the  Found¬ 
ling  Hofpital  was  attacked  by  the  difeafe 
in  quellion,  the  deaths  in  London  amounted 
to  four  hundred  and  nine. 

It  is  now  incumbent  upon  me  to  add  a 
few  words  in  relation  to  the  medical  treat¬ 
ment  of  this  difeafe :  but  here  permit  me 
to  premife,  that  every  experienced  practi¬ 
tioner  knows,  how  well  perfons  labouring 
under  the  common  mealies  bear  bleeding, 
Vol.IV.  L  and 
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and  what  advantages  accrue  from  it,  when 
the  fymptoms  run  high  in  every  period  of 
the  diftemper  ;  more  particularly  in  the 
beginning.  Morton,  taught,  as  he  informs 
us,  by  long  experience,  recommends  this 
operation  when  the  eruptions  are  fully 
come  forth,  if  there  Ihould  be  an  attendant 
peripneumony.  Sydenham,  as  I  before 
mentioned,  is  reprehended  by  Dr.  Mead 
for  not  direfling  bleeding  till  after  the 
eruptions  are  over  ;  and  this  laft  author 
mentions,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  the 
very  remarkable  fuccefs  that  attended  his 
pra&ice  in  this  difeafe.  But  here  it  muft 
be  obferved,  that  he  defcribes  and  treats  of 
the  genuine  or  common  mealies.  Whether 
Dr.  Mead  ever  faw  the  malignant  or  putrid 
meafles,  mentioned  by  Morton  and  Hux- 
ham,  and  which  are  the  fubjefl  of  thefe 
papers,  I  cannot  affirm.  He  certainly  is 
filent  in  relation  to  them  in  his  works,  and 
the  two  periods  in  which  they  appeared  at 
London,  were  fince  his  death.  But  to 
return  : 

.)  In  the  difeafe  in  queflion,  bleeding  wras 
very  feldom  omitted  very  early  5  and,  if 

•  the 
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the  cough  and  peripneumonic  fymptoms 
ran  high,  it  was  repeated  even  more  than 
once  during  the  firfl  ftage ;  but  the  patients 
did  not  feem  to  experience  the  fame  great 
benefit  from  it,  as  is  ufually  feen  in  the 
common  meafies.  If,  in  the  fecond  ftage, 
when  the  febrile  heat  and  eruptions  were 
gone  off,  the  difficulty  of  breathing  conti¬ 
nued,  bleeding,  fo  much  recommended  by 
Sydenham  in  this  ftate  of  the  common 
meafies,  and  which  was  tried  in  a  few  cafes, 
did  not  relieve  thefe  complaints,  but  in- 
creafed  rather  the  patient’s  debility :  it 
was,  therefore,  no  more  ventured  upon; 
but  in  this  ftate  of  this  truly  putrid 
difeafe,  the  relief  of  the  fick  was  attempted 
by  other  means.  This  is  inferted  as  a 
caution  not  to  be  too  liberal  of  bloodletting 
in  putrid  difeafe s  ;  efpecially  if  they  are  far 
advanced  :  a  caution  never  too  much  to  be 
inculcated  to  the  unexperienced  practitioner ; 
for  in  the  diforder  of  which  we  are  now 
treating,  though  it  was  evident  from  the 
fymptoms,  and  was  yet  more  evinced  by 
the  examination  of  fome  bodies  after  death, 
that,  fo  long  as  the  oppreffion  of  the  breaft, 
and  difficulty  of  breathing  continued,  the 

L  2  •  blood- 
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blood-veffels  of  the  lungs  were  obftru&ed 
and  diftended ;  and  confequently,  the  blood 
itfelf  much  retarded  in  its  progrefs  through 

t 

the  lungs ;  yet  the  general  plethora  was 
abated,  and  a  partial  one  only  of  the  pul¬ 
monary  blood-veffels  continued.  The  ob- 

ftru&ion  was  of  thofe  veffels  only,  which 

*  ,  « 

received  their  fluid  from  the  right  ventricle 
of  the  heart.  The  taking  away  blood, 
therefore,  from  any  veffel  furnifhed  with 
this  fluid  from  the  left  ventricle,  after  the 

1 

general  febrile  fymptoms  had  fubfided, 
relieved,  in  a  very  partial  manner,  the 
obftr lifted  veffels,  which  were  fituated 
between  the  right  and  left  ventricle  of  the 
heart.  The  patient  feemed  to  lofe  more 
by  the  debility  increafed  by  the  lofs  of 
blood,  than  was  gained  in  the  relief  of  the 
obflrufled  lungs. 

After  bloodletting  in  the  beginning  of 
the  difeafe,  the  cleanfing  the  ftomach  and 
bowels  with  fmall  dofes  of  emetic  tartar 

was  of  fignal  fervice,  as  it  generally  miti- 

. 

gated  the  fymptoms.  After  this,  cooling, 
mild  antifeptics  were  directed.  The 
chambers  where  the  flek  lay,  as  the  difeafe 
7  happened 
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happened  both  times  in  fummer,  were 
kept  cool.  If  they  had  no  purging,  their 
common  drink  was  pectoral  decodtion,  with 
a  due  mixture  of  fimple  oxymel ;  and  of 
this  they  were  directed  to  drink  plentifully. 
If  they  difliked  this,  barley-water  with 
vinegar,  or  balm-tea,  were  fubftituted.  In 
a  few  cafes,  where  the  fymptoms  ran  high, 
and  there  was  a  great  reftleffnefs,  attended 
with  a  drynefs  of  the  fkin,  tepid  bathing  of 
the  whole  body,  as  long  as  the  patient 
could  conveniently  bear  it,  was  of  great 
relief.  This  pradfice  was  chiefly  confined 
to  the  inflammatory  ftate  of  the  difeafe ;  as 
afterwards,  on  account  of  the  debility 
mold  ufually  attending  the  fick,  it  was  not 
thought  advifable.  The  ufe  of  blifters 
was  not  found  to  be  fo  extenfive  in  the 
firft  as  in  the  fecond  ftage. 

The  treatment  in  the  fecond  ftage  was 
not  only  widely  different  from  that  in  the 
firft,  but  was  different  to  different  perfons, 
and  even  to  the  fame  perfons,  as  fymptoms 
indicated.  Blifters,  as  I  juft  now  men¬ 
tioned,  relieved  many.  As  all  the  fick 
were  greatly  enfeebled,  wine  was  given 
them,  either  in  whey  or  in  their  common 

C3  drink. 
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drink.  If  griping  colliquative  (tools  came 
on,  which  often  happened,  an  infufion  of 
radix  ferpentariae  virgmianfi,  with  confedlio 
cardiac  a )  was  directed,  to  which  were  occ'a- 
fionally  added,  fome  drops  of  thebaic  tinc¬ 
ture  ;  which  tindture  alfo  was  fometimes 
given  with  fmall  mutton-broth  as  a  clyfter* 
Their  nourifhment  was  rice  gruel. 

If  the  cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing 
were  moderate,  their  debility  was  greatly 
relieved,  by  taking  liberally  of  decodtion 
of  Peruvian  bark.  Where,  I  fay,  the 
diforders  of  the  cheft  were  moderate,  this 
medicine  was  of  fignal  fervice.  But  it 
fometimes  happened,  which  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  the  breathing  became 
more  laborious  by  its  ufe;  and  in  feveral 
cafes,  it  was  much  to  be  lamented,  that 
when  ill-conditioned  ulcers  in  the  mouth, 
and  in  other  parts  of  the  body,  indicated 
the  highly  fphacelating  tendency  of  the 
habit  at  that  time,  and  the  neceffity  of 
adminiftering  the  moft  potent  antifeptics, 
this  noble  medicine  could  not  be  given  on 
account  of  its  effedt  upon  refpiration.  In 
any  putrid  difeafe^  more  efpecially  if  it  is 

far 
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far  advanced,  there  cannot  be  a  more  em- 
barraffing  fymptom  than  an  attendant 
peripneumony.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
radix  ferpentari<e  Virginian <z  was  gene¬ 
rally  fubftituted ;  but  its  effe&s  were  far 
lefs  beneficial  than  it  was  imagined  thofe 
of  the  cortex  would  have  been  under  fimi- 
lar  circumftances,  had  not  its  effed:s  upon 
refpiration  prevented  its  being  admini- 
ftered.  : 

Late  in  the  difeafe,  when  the  ftomach 
was  enfeebled  to  a  degree  that  the  patients 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  any 
nourifhment  of  the  more  folid  kind,  a 
draught  of  frefh  milk,  either  alone,  c*r 
mixed  with  water,  was  moft  grateful ;  and 
tended  much  to  the  alleviation  of  their  com¬ 
plaints,  as  well  as  recruiting  their  ftrength. 

To  what  I  have  already  faid,  permit  me 
to  fubjoin,  that  though,  efpecially  in  the  year 
1763,  of  the  whole  number  attacked,  near 
one  in  ten  died;  it  muft  be  remembered, 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  were  feverely  attacked ;  and  recovered, 
though  they  lay  long  in  very  dangerous 
circumftances. 

l4 
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Though  not  immediately  to  the  prefent 
fubjedt,  I  muft  add  a  few  words  in  relation 
to  an  opinion  vulgarly  received,  but  which 
feems  not  to  have  the  leaf!  foundation  in 
truth  :  This  is,  that  the  having  had  the 
mealies  a  few  weeks  before,  is  an  excellent 
preparatory  to  the  fmall-pox  ;  as  thereby 
this  latter  difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  be  rendered 
more  mild,  and  confequently,  lefs  dan¬ 
gerous.  How  far  the  having  had  the 
fimple  inflammatory  mealies  in  a  gentle 
manner  a  few  weeks  before  the  fmall-pox, 
will  make  the  latter  difeafe  worfe,  I  will 
not  take  upon  me  to  determine.  It  fhould 
feem,  that  any  one  would  be  enabled  to 
fuftain  an  acute  difeafe  the  better,  the  nearer 
the  conftitution  approached  to  the  ftandard 
of  health.  The  being  enfeebled  by  one 
difeafe,  renders  the  body  lefs  capable  of 
fupporting  a  fecond.  I  know  no  particular 
relation  between  the  mealies  and  the  fmall- 
pox.  They  are  both,  indeed,  eruptive  dif- 
eafes ;  and  though  I  am  perfuaded  that  the 
pufiules  of  the  latter  are  critical  difcharges 
of  the  variolous  matter,  yet  I  confider  the 
eruption  of  the  meafles,  not  as  a  critical 

and 
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and  depuratory  difcharge,  but  as  merely 
fymptomatic  ;  as  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
cough,  peripneumony,  and  other  febrile 
fymptoms,  are  not  relieved  by  the  eruption, 
but  mod  generally  continue  after  it  is  over. 

In  the  months  of  May  and  June  1763, 
when  there  was  in  the  Foundling  Hofpital 
a  great  number  of  children  recovering  from 
the  malignant  meafles,  which,  as  has  been 
mentioned,  had  been,  and  were  then,  very 
prevalent,  the  fmall-pox  attacked  many 
children ;  and  among  thefe  were  eighteen 
who  had  lately  gone  through  the  meafles. 
To  thofe  who  had  had  the  meafles,  (as  it 
happened  the  preceding  year  to  thofe  who 
were  recovering,  or  had  lately  paflfed 
through  the  dyfentery  or  dyfenteric  fever, 
which  were  then,  and  had  been  very  preva¬ 
lent,)  the  fmall-pox  was  much  worfe  than  to 

the  others  ;  'and  eleven  died.  This  aftonifh- 
ing  mortality  among  thefe  arofe  from  the 
dileafe  in  general  being  of  a  more  malignant 
and  confluent  kind  than  it  is  ufually  ob- 
ferved  to  be.  In  the  fix  laft  months  of  the 
preceding  year  1762,  out  of  fixty,  who, 
without  previous  ficknefs,  had  the  fmall- 

V  pox 


/  >  •  ' 

154  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

pox  in  the  natural  way,  under  the  fame 
care  and  direction  with  the  others  juft  now 
mentioned,  fifty-fix  recovered  and  four 
only  died.  A  remarkable  difference  ! 

Taught,  therefore,  by  experience,  I  have, 
fince  that  time,  refufed  being  concerned  in 
any  inoculation,  where  the  patient  had 
lately  had  the  meafles.  In  the  fummer 
1768,  when  the  putrid  meafles  were  again 
very  prevalent  in  the  Foundling  Hofpital, 
and  when  a  great  many  children  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  its  neighbourhood  were  likewife 
affedted  by  it,  I  was  confulted  in  relation  to 
a  child  then  dangeroufly  ill  of  this  bad  kind 
of  meafles,  but  who  afterwards  recovered. 
In  a  little  while  after  the  recovery  of  this 
child,  I  was  again  advifed  with  in  relation 
to  its  being  inoculated  with  fome  other 
children  of  the  fame  parents,  who  had 
lately  had  the  common  meafles  in  a  mild 
and  favourable  way.  I  refufed  my  con- 
fent  to  its  being  inoculated,  till  at  leaft 
fix  months  after  its  recovery  from  the 
former  illnefs.  This  advice  was  not  fol¬ 
lowed,  and  the  child  was  inoculated  by 
one  whofe  fears  were  lefs  than  mine.  The 
event  was,  that  though  the  others  had  the 

final  1- 
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fmall-pox  in  a  very  favourable  manner, 
this  child  had  the  confluent  kind,  was  in 
great  danger  both  before  and  after  the 
eruption,  and,  with  much  difficulty,  ftrug^ 
gled  through  the  difeafe. 

From  what  I  have  feei}  therefore,  I 
Hand  not  in  need  of  further  convidion  of 
the  danger  of  having  the  fmall-pox  in  any 
way  foon  after  the  mealies ;  efpecially  after 
the  more  malignant  kind,  fuch  as  are  the 

occalioji  of  this  paper, 

*  >  \ 

/  ■  v.  .  .  .1 .  .  t  ''i  : 4-  ‘  1  ~  f  .  4 

1  t  •  t  *  . 


XII.  Ob- 


356  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries. 

XII.  Obfervations  on  t he  Bilious  Fever  ufual 
in  Voyages  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  James 
Badenoch,  M.  D .  Communicated  by  Dr. 
Watfon.  Read  20  February,  1769. 

^pHE  great  affinity  of  this  fever  to 
A  thole  which  are  fo  frequent  in  all 
*he  warmer  climates,  renders  it  here  unne- 
ceffary  to  relate  its  hiftory  :  my  defign 
in  this  place  is,  only  to  mention  a  few 
practical  obfervations,  which  have  occurred 
to  me  during  thefe  voyages,  and  which 
feem  to  merit  fome  attention. 

The  pernicious  influence  of  the  night- 
air  upon  the  conftitutions  of  Europeans, 
tmfeafoned  to  the  torrid  zone,  who  fleep  in 
the  woods,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
marflies,  hath  been  taken  notice  of  by 
many  medical  authors,  but  particularly  by 
Dodtor  Lind  and  Dodtor  Rouppe ;  yet, 
however  clear  thefe  gentlemen  have  made 
this  fubjedt,  it  is  aftoniffiing  that  fo  little 
regard  hath  been  paid  to  their  obfervations, 
feemingly  of  fuch  importance,  efpecially  to 
fleets  flationed  abroad.— — The  following 

obfervations 
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obfervations  tend  evidently  to  confirm  their 
opinions. 

Mr.  Robert  Bruce,  Surgeon  of  the 
Ponfborne  Eaft-Indiaman,  favoured  me 
with  the  following  fads. — Auguft  25th, 
1765,  the  Ponfborne  anchored  to  leeward 
of  the  ifland  of  Mohila*.  They  immedi¬ 
ately  fent  their  Tick  afhore,  confifting  of 
about  fifty,  in  different  ftages  of  the  fcurvy. 
September  2d,  The  fcorbutics  being  reco¬ 
vered,  they  left  that  ifland  ;  but  they  were 
becalmed  till  the  5th  ;  upon  which  day 
above  forty  of  their  people  were  attacked 
with  bilious  vomiting,  proftration  of 
ftrength,  &c.  thefe  chiefly  confifted  of 
thole,  who  had  been  on  fhore  for  the  cure 
of  the  fcurvy. — Befide  thefe,  the  car  penters, 
coopers,  and  boats  crews,  who,  by  their 
necefliiry  avocations,  had  flept  on  fhore 
during  the  {hip’s  continuance  at  that  ifland, 
were  feized  with  this  fever,  moil  of  whom 
died. 


*  Mohiia  and  Joanna  are  two  i/lands  in  the  oriental 
ocean,  lituated  not  far  from  the  north  end  of  Madagafcar,  at 
which  the  Faft-lnclia  Company’s  fhips  ufually  call,  in  order 
to  wood  and  water. 

it 
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It  may  not  be  improper,  in  this  place* 
to  obferve,  that  the  carpenter  and  his  crew* 
confiding  of  nine  in  number,  by  their  all 
fleeping  on  fhore,  catched  the  fever  and 
died,  except  one,  who  was  a  negro*. 

I  made  the  following  remarks  on  board 

the  Nottingham  Eaft  Indiaman. - July 

16th,  1766,  we  came  to  an  anchor  to 
leeward  of  the  ifland  of  Joanna.  The  an¬ 
choring  ground  is  very  near  the  fhore,  and 
deeply  embayed.  The  lick,  chiefly  fcor- 
butics,  to  the  number  of  about  forty,  were 
fent  on  fhore  to  live  there  during  our  flay* 
The  carpenters,  coopers,  and  feveral  others* 

likewife  flept  on  fhore. - July  21ft,  we 

left  that  ifland,  molt  of  our  fcorbutics  being 
recovered.  During  the  remainder  of  that 
month  we  were  becalmed  in  fight  of  the 
ifland.  From  the  beginning  to  the  10th  of 
Auguft,  molt  of  thofe  who  had  flept  on 
fhore  were  attacked  with  bilious  and  remit¬ 
ting  fevers  of  a  bad  fort.  Few,  if  any  of 
the  other  people  of  the  fhip,  were  feized 

*  The  Ponlborne  buried,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  weeks 
after  they  left  Mohila » above  feventy  of  their  people,  of  this 
fever. 
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with  them,  from  which  it  did  not  appear 
to  be  infeitious. 

That  the  fcurvy  had  no  (hare  in  producing 
this  fever,  was  evident,  in  that  the  officers, 
who  were  healthy,  and  who  had  flept  on 
fhore,  fome  on  duty,  and  others  on 
pleafure,  were  equally  liable  to  the  attack 
of  this  difeafe,  with  the  fcorbutics. — Of 
nine  people  who  flept  in  a  tent,  chiefly 
officers,  feven  were  feized  with  this  fever, 
and  two  died  :  the  other  two  efcaped  ;  the 
one  by  fleeping  in  a  good  fea-coat  well 
protected  from  the  no&urnal  air;  and  the 
other,  who  was  a  recruit,  was  obferved  to 
be  for  the  moft  part  drunk. 

That  the  night-air  hath  a  very  powerful 
influence  in  occaftoning  thefe  fevers,  there 
is  not  the  leaft  doubt.  I  remember,  that, 
flaying  one  evening  on  fhore  till  about 
eleven  o’clock,  I  perceived  all  the  fymptom& 
of  an  approaching  fever ;  a  {hivering  Iaffi~ 
tude,  and  a  fort  of  confufion  in  the  head  ; 
but  by  going  on  board  immediately,  and 
keeping  warm  during  the  night*,  I  found 
myfelf  perfectly  well  next  morning. 

*  The  mean  height  of  Farenheit’s  thermometer  hung  up 
in  the  fhade  on  board  of  fhip,  was  about  8o°.  and  1  obferved 
it  funk  two  or  three  degrees  in  the  night. 


There 
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There  was,  during  our  ftay  at  the  ifland 
of  Joanna,  a  French  Eaft-Indiaman  in  the 
fame  bay.  It  was  cuftomary  with  them  to 
fend  their  people  on  fhore  every  morning, 
and  take  them  on  board  every  evening  a 

little  before  fun-fet;  and  in  this  they  cer¬ 
tainly  aded  very  judicioufly. 

In  what  manner  the  night-air,  in  the 
warmer  climates,  ads  fo  powerfully  in  occa- 
fioning  putrid  fevers,  whether  by  impeding 
perfpiration,  or  by  exciting  a  fpafmodic 
effedion  of  the  vafcular  fyftem*,  is  not  much 
to  our  prefent  purpofe  ;  it  is  fufficiently 
apparent,  that  the  guarding  againft  its  bad 
effeds,  is  a  matter  of  fome  confequence; 
and  it  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  thofe  who  have 
the  diredion  of  thefe  affairs,  would  pay 
fome  attention  to  this  particular,  and  give 
inftrudions  to  their  commanders,  never  to 

i 

allow  any  of  their  people  to  fleep  on  fhore, 
if  it  poffibly  can  be  prevented. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  CURE. 

To  exped  fuccefs  in  treating  thefe  fevers, 
it  appears  to  me  neceffary  to  pay  particular 
regard  to  their  different  degrees  of  violence, 

*  Vide,  An  1:  flay  on  Fevers,  by  Dr.  Chalmers. 
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if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion  :  For 
example,  the  bilious  fever  in  the  north  of 
Germany,  is  much  lefs  violent  than  the  fame 
fever  is  in  Minorca  ;  and  this  again,  than 
thofe  frequent  in  Africa  or  the  Eaft  Indies. 
The  appearances  and  method  of  treating 
of  bilious  fevers  in  voyages  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  tend  equally  to  confirm  this  ohferva- 
tion  ;  for  the  fevers  which  generally  pre¬ 
vail  on  board  Eaft  India  fhips  while  on  the 
ocean,  are  much  lefs  violent  than  thofe  on 
board  the  very  fame  fhips,  after  being  for 
fome  time  in  any  of  the  ports  in  the  torrid 
zone ;  and  it  is  abfolutely  necefiary,  that 
the  method  of  cure  fhould  be  adapted  to 
each  of  thefe  circumftances. 

For  the  cure  of  the  bilious  fever,  moft 
frequent  while  at  fea,  bleeding  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  efpecially  in  athletic  conftitutions, 
was  generally  necefiary  ;  after  which,  and 
the  ufe  of  antimonial  medicines,  and  faline 
mixtures  given  in  the  aft  of  effervefcence, 

.  »  V  '  « 

the  fever  fobn  came  to  intermit;  and  then 
the  cort .  Peruv .  being  adminiftered  for  a 
few  days,  completed  the  cure.  Although 
this  method  will,  in  general,  fucceed  for  the 

Vol.  IV.  M  cure 
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cure  of  this  fever  while  at  fea ;  yet  I  have 
obferved,  that  now  and  then  fome  of  thefe 
fevers  were  as  violent  as  thofe  ufual  in  a 
port ;  and  unlefs  the  fame  method  of  cure 
was  followed,  viz.  by  giving  the  bark, 
without  waiting  for  an  intermiffion,  the 
patient  was  carried  off  in  a  very  fhort  time. 
By  a  proper  regard  to  this  circumfiance, 
the  practitioner  hath  an  opportunity  of 
.(hewing  his  judgment. 

In  refpeCt  to  the  method  of  treating 
thefe  fevers,  which  are  moft  frequent  when 
fhips  are  in  the  ports  of  the  Eall  Indies,  I 
fhall  here  fubjoin,  in  a  fummary  manner, 
the  few  following  remarks. 

Even  though  the  fever  runs  high,  blood¬ 
letting  is  fo  far  from  being  advifable,  that 
I  believe  it  is  hurtful.  Of  the  patients 
violently  attacked  by  this  fever  at  Joanna, 
I  bled  only  two,  one  of  which  died  the 
day  following  ;  the  other,  Mr.  Thomfon, 
my  mate,  efcaped  by  foon  after  taking  the 

bark.  Mr.  Bruce,  for  the  cure  of  the  vio-, 

/ 

lent  fever,  which  carried  off  fo  many  of  the 
crew  after  leaving  Mohila,  alfo  bled  two  of 
Bis  patients,  one  of  which  expired  foon 

after. 
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x  '  1  n 

after,  the  other  recovered. - Dr.  James 

Lind,  in  his  Inaugural  Thefts  on  the  Bengal 

%  ’  ♦ 

fever,  obferves,  that  by  taking  away  only 
a  few  ounces  of  blood  in  the  interm  iflion, 
there  followed  luch  a  proftration  of  ftrength, 
that  they  funk  under  the  violence  of  the 
next  paroxyfm*. 

«  •  *  f  *  •  ?  >  •  f  '.  »  ? 

Having  found  that  bleeding  did  not 
anfwer,  I  began  with  a  vomit,  compofed 

t  \ 

of  two  grains  of  tartar  emetic ,  rubbed  with 
three  or  four  grains  of  the  powder  of  ipe- 
cacuan ;  when  this  a<fted  both  upwards 

1 

and  downwards,  it  was  the  more  ufeful ; 
and  frequently  feehied  to  check  the  future 
violence  of  the  fever. 

Soon  after  the  operation  of  the  vomit,  I 
gave  antimonials  in  different  forms  ;  the 

*  j  r  f  . 

in  oft  frequent  was  one  grain  of  tart*  emetic , 
with  five  of  the  pulv .  contray .  c .  and  this 
to  be  taken  in  a  fpoonful  of  water  every 
iecond  hour,  until  it  procured  a  vomiting, 

1 

purging,  and  fweating;  and  when  it  a&ed 
m  all  thefe  ways,  it  generally  had  the 
better  cffefL  It  appears  to  me,  however* 

*  Dlfiertatio  me.dica  inauguralis  ;  de  febrz  putrida  ia 
Bengalis,  1762. - —Eclinb.  1768. 
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a  more  convenient  form  of  adminiftering 
this  medicine  in  the  way  Dr.  Tiffot  recom¬ 
mends*.  With  the  fame  intention,  I  have 
given  many  papers  of  Dr.  James’s  powder 
with  great  benefit..  I  ufually  ordered  five 
grains  of  it  in  water  every  two  hours,  until 
it  had  the  defired  effect ;  and  miift  acknow¬ 
ledge  it  deferved  the  preference  to  the  other 
preparations  of  antimony. 

Having  ufed  thefe  medicines  for  fome 
days,  I  then  gave  the  faline  preparations, 
viz.  the  fpirit.  Minderer.  the  formula  of  Sir 
John  Pringle,  Riverius’s  antiemetic  mix- 
ture,  in  the  a£t  of  effervefcence ;  and  to 
have  this  effervefcence  the  more  complete 
in  the  ftomachj',  I  gave  to  feveral  patients 
from  twenty  to  thirty  grains  of  the  faL 
abfynth .  in  the  form  of  a  bolus  :  immedi¬ 
ately  after  which,  the  patient  fwallowed  a 
fpoonful  of  lemon-joice,  or  vinegar.  This 
I  ordered  feveral  times  in  the  day. 

With  regard  to  blifters  in  the  cure  of 
this  fever,  I  have  ufed  them  many  times, 
as  well  for  the  fevers  ufual  at  fea,  as  in 

1  • . 

*  Tiffot  on  Bilious  Fevers,  p.  46. 

■f  Er.  Macbride’s  Exper.  Eflays,  Eff.  III.  Exper.  25. 
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ports  ;  but  I  cannot  fay,  that  I  ever  faw 
any  manifeft  advantage  from  them. 

During  the  courfe  of  thefe  fevers,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  warmer  climates,  the  Tick  are 
to  be  fapplied  with  plenty  of  cool  antifeptic 
liquors ;  fuch  as  barley  or  rice  water,  aci¬ 
dulated  with  either  the  vegetable  or  mineral 
acid.  Cyder  and  water  mixed,  is  likewife 

a  very  agreeable  drink. - It  is  alfo  abfo- 

lutely  neceflary  to  allow  the  fick  to  lie  in 
fuch  places  of  the  fhip,  as  are  belt  aired  ; 
for  example,  thofe  on  the  lower  deck  are  to 
be  removed  up  to  the  gun  deck,  where,  by 
means  of  the  gun  ports,  the  air  may  be  as 
frefh  as  poflible :  to  be  careful  in  following 
this  cool  method ,  the  prefent  fuccefsful 
manner  of  treating  the  fmall-pox,  I  dare 
fay,  will  be  fufficient  encouragement . 

\ 

I  fhall  here  obferve,  that  whenever  thefe 
fevers  do  not  proceed  with  fuch  rapidity  as 
to  threaten  immediate  danger,  it  is,  no 
doubt,  advifable  to  begin  their  cure  by  the 
ufe  of  the  preceding  remedies ;  but  if,  on 
the  contrary,  the  pulfe  and  firength  fails, 
or  the  exacerbations  become  fevere,  with 
other  fymptoms  of  impending  danger,  the 

M  3  cortex 
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fortex  peruvianus  is  the  only  medicine  tq 
be  depended  on. 

During  the  rage  of  the  Joanna  fever,  I 
began  the  cure  with  evacuants,  &c.  in 

expe&ation  of  procuring  a  plain  remiflion 

/  *  ,  * 

or  intermiffion  :  but  I  found  myfelf  much 
deceived  ;  for  it  affumed  the  appearance  of 
a  continual,  with  now  and  then  violent  exa- 
cerbations,  under  which  feveral  funk.  Fear¬ 
ing  this  might  be  the  fate  of  the  greateft  part 
of  thofe  at  the  fame  time  ill  of  this  fever, 
I,  without  further  delay,  gave  between 
thirty  and  forty  patients  in  the  different 
flages  of  that  fever,  one  drachm  of  the 
pulv.  cort .  peruv .  in  wine,  or  in  wine  and 

water  ;  and  this  to  be  taken  hourly. - 

Several  were,  at  the  time  of  adminiftering 
this  remedy,  feemingly  within  a  few  hours 
of  their  end,  with  the  pulfe  funk,  and  an 
alrnofl  univerfal  coldnefs  of  the  body,  who 
yet,  after  a  few  dofes  of  the  bark,  were 
much  better,  and  by  continuing  it  for  a 
day  or  two,  recovered. 

I  obferved,  that  this  medicine  was  fo  far 
from  preventing  natural  evacuations,  that, 
pn  the  contrary,  it  promoted  them,  efpe- 
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"  cially  if  evacuants  had  not  been  given 
previous  to  its  adminiftration ;  and  further, 
that  thofe  who  took  this  remedy  earlieft, 
recovered  more  perfectly  than  thofe  who, 
by  evacuants,  and  the  feverity  of  the 
difeafe,  had  fuiTered  much  before  it  was 
ufed.  Which  obfervation,  when  joined  with 
this,  that  recoveries  in  the  torrid  zone  are 
flow  and  uncertain,  are  ftrong  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  early  adminiftration  of 
this  medicine.  And  as  for  the  dofe  of  it, 

/  the  practical  rule  of  Dr.  De  Haen,  I  believe,, 
is,  in  tliefe  fevers,  a  very  proper  one,  viz, 
“  Neque  pondus  hie  quidquam  aut  menfura 
u  determinat,  fed  morbi  levamen.” 

Since  Mr.  Cleghorn’s  publication/  feve-* 
r;al  practitioners  in  different  places  have 
favoured  the  public  with  their  obferva^ 
tions,  demonftrating  the  good  effects  of 
the  bark  when  given  early,  and  in  large 
dofes,  for  the  cure  of  the  worft  fpecie^  oft 
bilious  fev^rsf 


M  i 
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XIII.  ^  Account  of  a  nezu  Method  of  ampu¬ 
tating  the  Leg  a  little  above  the  Ancle 
Joint ,  with  a  Defcription  of  a  Machine 
particularly  adapted  to  the  Stump,  by  Mr. 
Charles  White,  Surgeon  to  the  Man- 
chefter  Infirmary. .  Communicated  to  Dr. 
Hunter.  Read  February  2 o,  1769. 

T  N  diforders  of  the  ancle  which  require 
A  amputation,  I  have  often,  with  regret, 
deprived  the  patient  of  a  great  deal  of 
the  found  part  of  the  limb,  by  conforming 
to  duftom  in  amputating  at  the  ufual  place, 
a  little  below  the  knee:'  for  though,  in  all 
other  amputations,  furgeons  endeavour  to 
preferve  as  much  of  the  limb  as  poffible  ; 
yet  the  difficulty  that  was  found  of  adapting 
artificial  legs  to  the  end,  of  the  tender  flump, 
and  the  inconvenience  that  attended  fo  long 
a  flump  when  they  were  fixed  to  the  bend¬ 
ed  knee,  made  this  pra&ice  very  general : 
not  that  there  have  been  wanting  furgeons 
who  have  performed  the  operation  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  limb,  and  contrived  arti¬ 
ficial  feet  to  walk  upon ;  particularly  in 

the 
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the  laft  century,  Verduin,  Solinger,  and 
Dionis  ;  but  no  wonder  it  fhoutd  fo  fo on 
fall  into  difrepute,  when  the  furgeons  of 
thofe  days  were  unacquainted  with  the 
double  incilion,  the  flap  operation  was  not 
brought  to  perfection,  and  their  machines 
were  complex,  rude,  and  heavy  in  compa¬ 
nion  with  ours. 

The  following  circumftance  fixed  my 
refolution  of  operating  in  this  part :  At  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1760,  I  happened  to 
fee  a  woman  who,  twenty  years  before, 
had  her  leg  taken  off  a  little  above  the 
ancle,  by  advice  of  her  brother,  who  was 
a  carpenter,  and  had  promifed  to  make  her 
a  wooden  leg  of  his  own  contrivance.  The 
furgeon  at  firft  refufed  to  amputate  it  in 
this  place  ;  but  being  told  if  he  would  not, 
they  would  apply  to  another,  he  confented 
to  do  it,  contrary  to  his  own  opinion.  The 
operation  was  performed  by  the  Angle  inci- 
fion  :  the  flump  was  twelve  months  in 
healing,  and  the  furgeon  died  before  the 

expiration  of  that  time.  Her  brother  made 
her  the  wooden  leg,  as  he  had  promifed, 

and  a  very  indifferent  one  it  really  was  ; 

but, 
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but,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  difad  vantages, 
fhe  declared  fhe  would  not  have  had  it 
taken  off  in  the  ufual  place,  upon  any 
account  whatfoever,  as  fhe  found  fhe  had 
fo  greatly  the  advantage  of  others  on  whom 
k  had  been  performed  in  the  common  way. 
Indeed,  fhe  herfelf  had,  for  a  little  while, 
worn  a  common  wooden  leg  fixed  to  her 
bended  knee  ;  but  foon  threw  it  afide  in 
favour  of  the  other,  which  gave  her  the 
free  ufe  of  her  knee-joint  in  flexion  and 
extenfion.  I  was  myfelf  fully  convinced  of 
the  utility  of  this  method,  from  her  great 
a&ivity  both  in  walking  upon  level  ground, 
and  in  going  up  and  down  flairs  ;  and  I 
had  no  doubt  but  a  better  flump  might  be 
made,  as  well  as  a  more  convenient  naa- 
chine  contrived. 

The  firft  opportunity  I  had  of  operating 
in  this  part  was  on  Auguft  ioth,  1761, 
upon  William  Slater,  whofe  cafe  I  have 
related  in  my  account  of  the  ufe  of  the 
fpunge  in  the  ftoppage  of  h<emorrhagesy 
(Cafe  IV.)  I  purpofely  omitted,  at  that 
time,  mentioning  any  thing  of  the  method 
pf  operating,  as  it  was  foreign  to  my 
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intent  in  that  publication,  and  I  fully  pro- 
pofed  giving  it  to  the  public,  as  foon  as 
experience  had  enabled  me  to  fpeak  with 
greater  certainty.  I  performed  it  by  the 
double  incifion,  beginning  the  firft  as  near 
the  ancle-joint  as  I  could,  in  order  to  make 
as  long  a  lever  as  poffible,  and  thereby 
give  him  a  greater  power  in  walking.  The 
ftump  was  healed  in  about  three  months, 
and  he  died  of  a  confumption  foon  after, 
fo  that  I  had  no  opportunity  of  trying  a 
machine  to  walk  with. 

The  next  leg  that  I  amputated  above  the 
ancle,  was  that  of  James  Oats,  a  patient 
in  the  infirmary,  on  September  iff,  1761, 
whfe  cafe  is  likewife  related  in  the  fame 
pamphlet,  (Cafe  IX.)  This  I  did  not  take 
off  quite  fo  low  as  the  former  ;  by  which  I 
thought  to  make  a  better  flump,  as  there 
would  be  rather  more  fubflance  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  mufcles  than  in  the  tendo  ach  'd - 
lis,  from  whence  granulations  of  fle^h 
would  be  more  likely  to  fprout  up.  This 
method  fully  anfwered  my  expeditions  ; 
the  flump  was  entirely  healed  in  ten  weeks, 
and  wTas  not  in  the  leaft  pointed,  but  per- 

fedly 
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fedly  flat  at  the  end  ;  when  he  was  fitted 
with  a  machine,  (fee  the  Fig.)  fimple  in 
its  contrivance,  and  of  an  eafy  expence. 
After  this,  I  took  off  fix  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  and  had  the  fatisfadion  to  fee  them 
all  fully  anfwer  my  expeditions.  I  after¬ 
wards  recommended  this  method  to  feverai 
gentlemen  both  in  London  and  in  the 
country,  and  found  with  pleafure,  that 
they  were  equally  fuccefsful  ;  nor  did  I 
fee  that  any  improvement  could  be  made 
in  this  operation,  till  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1765,  when  Mr.  O’Halloran,  afurgeon 
at  Limeric  in  Ireland,  publiihed  his  complete 
treatife  on  gangrene  and  fphacelns ,  with  a 
neiv  method  of  amputation ,  which  is  an 
improvement  of  the  flap  operation.  The 
flap  operation  was  originally  an  invention 
of  Lowdham  an  Englifhman,  and  publifhed 
by  J.  Young  in  1679,  Furrus  trium - 

phalis  ex  terebinth.  It  was  afterwards 
pradifed  by  feverai  French,  German,  and 
Dutch  furgeons ;  but  being,  from  many 
trials,  found  infufficient,  was  entirely  dif- 
ufed.  The  merit  of  bringing  the  flap  ope¬ 
ration  to  perfedion,  was  referved  for  Mr. 

O’Hal- 
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O’Halloran,  and  he  is  juftly  entitled  to 
the  thanks  of  the  public  for  it.  The 
chief  alteration  he  made,  was,  inftead  of 
uniting  the  flap  immediately,  to  defer  it  till 
the  10th,  1 2  th,  or  14th  day,  and  to  drefs 
the  extremity  of  the  flump  and  the  flap 
as  diftinft  and  feparate  fores  till  that  time, 
when  all  inflammation  will  have  fubfided, 
the  rough  edges  of  the  bone  will  be  covered, 
and  the  fuppuration  will  be  completely  efta- 
blilhed ;  and  on  this  circumftance  alone 
the  fuccefs  depends.  He  had  not,  when 
this  treatife  was  publifhed,  operated  in  this 
manner  more  than  three  times ;  and  thefe 
were  amputations  of  the  leg  in  the  ufual 
place  below  the  knee.  He,  indeed,  very 
ftrongly  recommends  it  in  amputating  the 
thigh,  arm,  and  forearm,  and  has  laid 
down  plans  for  the  operation.  He  more¬ 
over  fays,  (p.  266)  u  In  the  common 
<c  method,  a  diforder  even  of  the  foot 
iC  makes  amputation  near  the  knee  necef- 
<c  fary,  becaufe  here  the  wooden  leg  refts  ^ 
cC  but  in  this  you  may  cut  much  lower 
<c  down,  as  the  extremity  of  the  flump 
u  may  reft  in  the  hollow  of  an  artificial 

“  leg> 
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“  leg,  which  the  cufhion  of  flefh  enabled 
cc  it  to  do,  and  the  remains  of  the  limb  will 
u  have  the  power  of  bending  and  extend- 
<c  ing  as  freely  as  ever.’’ 

I  tried  the  flap  operation  in  the  firft  cafe 
I  had  (after  reading  Mr.  O’Halloran’s 
treatife),  in  which  amputation  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  leg  was  advifable.  I  began  my 
incifion  where  the  tendo  achillis  is  inferted 
into  the  os  calcis ,  and  with  one  ftroke  of  a 
ftreight  knife,  cutting  obliquely  upwards  for 
about  three  inches,  I  formed  the  flap  in 
which  the  tendon  was  included,  then,  with 
one  ftroke  more  of  the  fame  knife,  by  a 
femicircular  incifion,  I  cut  down  to  the 
bones  at  once.  After  the  operation  wa6 
finifhed,  the  flump  and  flap  were  drefled 
feparately.  The  flap  was  laid  gently  up  to 
the  end  of  the  flump;  but  kept  from 
coming  into  contadt  with  it  by  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  the  dreflings,  which  Were 
renewed  in  the  fame  manner  as  often  as 
was  necefiary,  to  prevent  its  being  cfFenfive, 
till  the  1 2th  day,  when  the  flap  wTas  laid 
up  to  the  bare  flump,  and  retained  there 
by  flips  of  good  flicking  plafler#  In  a  fe (V 

8  days* 
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days,  it  was  evident,  that  the  flap  began 

to  adhere,  and  the  flump  was  perfe&ly 

1  \ 

healed  in  lefs  than  two  months ;  but  he  was 
detained  a  little  longer  in  the  infirmary,  to 
have  a  machine  fitted  to  his  flump. 

When  I  firft  began  to  amputate  in  this 
part  in  the  year  1761,  and  for  fome  years 
after,  I  was  very  cautious  to  prevent  the 
end  of  the  flump  from  prefling  upon  the 
bottom  of  the  focket  that  contained  it ;  but 
after  performing  the  flap  operation,  I  found 
this  caution  unneceflary,  as  the  patients, 
before  they  left  the  infirmary,  could  put 
the  end  of  the  flump  to  the  ground,  and 
reft  their  whole  weight  upon  it. 


A  Lift  of  Perfons  upon 
ration  in  the  Ancle 
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Robert  Brierly,  26. 

Jlalph  Mort,  20. 
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March  26. 
May  16. 
July  26. 
Auguft  1. 
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May  12. 
June  17. 

Sept.  22. 


When 
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1766. 

June  2. 
Auguft  4. 
Oct.  20. 
Nov.  20. 

1768. 

Auguft  15. 
Auguft  22. 
Died  about 
a  month 
after. 

'  '  Mr. 
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Mr.  Jackfon  was  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a 
confumption  when  the  operation  wTas 
performed ;  but  as  we  often  fee  furprifing 
recoveries  when  the  diforder  is  occafioned 
by  abforption,  after  removing  the  caufe, 
we  wrere  willing  to  give  this  poor  gentle¬ 
man  all  the  chance  we  could :  Anceps  rente - 
diurn  fat  ins  ef  experiri  quam  nullum .  The 
cafe,  however,  certainly  turns  out  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  flap  operation  ;  for  the  flap 
was  perfe&ly  united  befoie  his  death, 
which  happened  in  a  month  after  ;  and  as 
he  might  be  faid  to  be  in  a  dying  condi¬ 
tion,  I  think  we  need  not  defpair  of  the 
union  of  the  flap  in  any  cafe  whatever. 

REMARK. 

Notwithftanding  the  very  great  improve¬ 
ments  that  have  been  made  in  lurgery 
within  thefe  few  years,  and  all  that  Mr. 
Bilguer  has  faid  in  his  treatife  on  the  inu¬ 
tility  of  amputation,  that  operation  ftill  is, 
and  I  am  afraid  always  will  be,  found  occa- 
fionally  neceflary.  Not  that  I  am  an  advo¬ 
cate  for  it  in  any  cafe  but  to  fave  the 
.patient’s  life;  and  I  muft  fo  far  join  with 

that 
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that  gentleman,  as  to  believe  it  is  fome- 
times  unneceffarily  performed ;  but  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  the  daily  improvements 
in  the  art,  will  remove  the  caufe  of  this 
reflection,  and  that  every  attempt  to 
leffen  the  inconveniences  neceffarily  at¬ 
tendant  upon  the  lofs  of  a  limb,  will  be 
well  received  by  the  public,  and  not  con- 
ftrued  into  a  defire  of  multiplying  opera¬ 
tions  for  a  fpecious  fhew  of  dexterity  ;  for 
it  certainly  redounds  more  to  the  honour  of 
a  furgeon,  to  fave  one  limb,  than  to  take 
off  a  hundred. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  all  the 
patients  here  mentioned  were  afflicted  with 
difeafed  joints  from  a  fcrophulous  habit* 
which  is  extremely  prevalent  in  this 
country,  and  renders  a  flump  more  tedious 
in  healing,  than  moft  of  the  diforders 
requiring  amputations 


YolsIV. 
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XIV.  A  Bubonocele,  attended  with  uncom - 
7 non  Circumjlances  ;  with  Remarks  on  the 
JJJe  of  Carrot  Poultice .  By  Mr.  Henry 
Gibfon,  Surgeon  at  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 
Communicated  by  Dr.  Hunter.  Read 
Ocftober  31,  1768. 

T  Was  fent  for  to  a  boy  about  fourteen 
years  of  age,  who  had  an  hernia  ingui - 
nails.  It  was  about  ten  o’clock  in  the 
forenoon  when  I  fir  ft  faw  him  ;  he  had 
vomited  and  complained  of  much  pain, 
from  fix  o’clock  the  preceding  evening; 
and  nowr  not  only  threw  up  every  thing  he 
took,  but  had  alfo  an  inceflant  hiccup,  great 
tenfion  of  the  abdomen ,  and  no  ftools.  I 
bled  him  largely,  ordered  him  purgative 
medicines  and  glyfters ;  none  of  which, 
however,  having  the  defired  effeeft,  I  intro¬ 
duced  a  fuppofitory  made  of  a  fmall  candle 

% 

rolled  in  foft  foap  and  fait ;  immediately 
after  bleeding  him,  I  attempted  theredudlion 
of  the  hernia  ;  it  was  fmall,  about  the  fize 
of  a  large  walnut ;  and  as  the  integuments 
over  it  were  lax,  and  not  in  the  leaft 

inflamed. 
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inflamed,  I  made  no  doubt  but  that  I  fhould 
fucceed  in  reducing  it.  1  was,  however, 
difappointed ;  I  tried  every  method  I 
could  think  of;  had  him  fufpended  over 
a  man’s  fhoulders,  with  his  heels  bent  upon 
them  ;  his  body  and  head  hanging  down 
but  raifed  a  little  from  the  man*s  back,  to 
leflen  the  tenfion  of  the  abdominal  mufcles ; 
a  method  by  which  I  had  fucceeded  feveral 
times,  in  cafes  apparently  much  more  dif¬ 
ficult,  but  all  in  vain  ! — The  fymptoms 
were  extremely  acute ;  he  rejected  the 
purgatives  as  foon  as  he  had  taken  them  ; 
the  glyfters  came  away  without  any  ftooi ; 
but  after  the  fuppofitory  had  been  intro¬ 
duced  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he  had 
a  copious  difeharge  of  faces  \  yet  neither 
the  vomiting,  hiccup,  nor  pain,  feemed  to 
abate  in  the  lead.  He  was  bled  a  fecond 

' .  i 

time  ;  the  part  itfelf  and  the  whole  belly 
fomented ;  and  then  I  attempted  to  reduce 
it,  in  all  the  various  pofitions  I  had  tried 
before,  or  could  think  of.  Thefe  efforts 
proving  alfo  unfuccefsful,  I  acquainted  the 
parents  with  the  eminent  danger  1  thought 
the  boy  was  in,  and  propofed  the  operation 

N  3  for 
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for  thd*  bubonocele ,  as  the  only  chance  to 
preferve  his  life,  which  they  by  no  means 
confenting  to,  I  ordered  the  glyfters  to  be 
repeated  every  hour,  with  the  fuppofitory 
between  each,  an  embrocation  to  the  part, 
telling  them  to  fend  for  me  in  two  or  three 
hours  time,  and  inftruCting  them  to  endea¬ 
vour,  in  the  mean  time,  to  replace  it  them- 
felves  ;  which  directions  indeed,  they  eafily 
comprehended  ;  for  I  found  then,  he  had 
been  fubjeCt  to  the  complaint  for  feven  or 
eight  years  before,  and  that  the  boy  had 
frequently  put  it  up  himfelf,  when  it  had 
appeared  much  larger  than  now.  I  went 
home,  and  about  three  or  four  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  they  fent  me  word  he  was 
dead.  I  acquainted  my  friend  Mr.  Lambert, 
a  very  eminent  furgeon,  with  the  cafe,  and 
expreffing  my  furprife  at  the  boy’s  dying 
fo  foon,  defired  the  favour  of  his  company 
to  go  with  me  to  examine  him ;  accordingly 
we  went,  and  found  the  following  appear¬ 
ances,  which  made  us  think,  this  hiftory 
would  not  be  unacceptable  to  your  Society. 

The  hernial  tumor  appeared  externally, 
pretty  much  in  the  fame  ftate  as  when  I 

’  fruitlefsly 
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fruitlefsly  attempted  the  reduction  ;  the 
integuments  and  hernial  fac  being  carefully 
divided,  we  found  a  fmall  portion  of 
omentum ,  and  a  lefs  portion  of  the  intc- 
ftine  engaged  in  the  ftrangulation.  After 
that,  we  opened  the  abdomen ,  when  the 
fmall  inteftines  were  found  fcarce  difcernihly 
inflamed,  and  the  large  ones  not  at  all ; 
we  difcovered  an  appendicula ,  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  expreffion)  dependent  from  the 
ileon ,  of  the  fize  and  form  of  the  little 
finger  of  an  adult's  glove  :  this  was  about 

two  inches  or  better  from  the  fmall  portion 

•  ,  % 

of  the  inteftine  concerned  in  the  ftrangu¬ 
lation  ;  which  fmall  part  was  nothing  more 
than  a  (hallow  Jinus ,  or  cavity  of  the  inte¬ 
ftine,  as  if  forming  another  appendicle, 
and  was  the  only  part  of  the  inteftine  in¬ 
volved  in  the  hernial  fac.  That  1  may  be 
better  underftood,  I  have  inclofed  a  draw¬ 
ing,  which,  though  but  indifferently  exe¬ 
cuted,  will  reprefent  the  thing  juftiy 
enough.  Vid.  plate  V.  fig.  2. 

That  fo  fmall  a  quantity  of  inteftine  and 
omentum  as  appeared  engaged  in  this 
ftrangulation  fhould  prove  fatal,  was  matter 

N  3  of 
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of  much  furprife  to  us !  The  only  obftacles 
to  redu&ion  feemed  to  be  the  following  :  the 
hernial  fac  adhered  to  the  integuments  ;  the 
inouth  of  it  was  rather  narrow,  and  the 
omentum  in  it  puckered  up  ;  yet  one  would 
have  thought  thefe  would  not  have  proved 
infurmountable  :  and  as  the  inteftines  conti¬ 
nued  pervious,  it  is  probable,  had  the 
entangled  part  of  the  omentum  only  been 
withdrawn,  the  boy  would  have  been 
relieved.  Might  not  the  inceflant  vomiting, 
hiccup,  &c.  in  this  cafe,  immediately  take 
their  rife  from  the  connection  of  the  omen¬ 
tum  with  the  fiomach ;  and  when  thefe 
fymptoms  are  fo  very  fevere,  is  it  .not  a  very 
ftrong  prefumption,  that  the  hernia  is  <ir* 
epiplocekr  or  at  leaft,  that  the  omentum 
has  a  fhare  in  the  diftemper  ?  At  the  fame 
time,  this  hiftory  indicates  to  us  the  great 
utility  and  propriety  of  the  operation  for 
ftrangulated  hernitf ,  which,  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity,  would  have  faved  this  boy. 

To  this  hiftory  I  fhall  fubjoin  fome  obfer- 
vations  I  have  made  on  the  malt  infiifion,  rz- 
commended  (for  the  fea-fcurvy)  by  the  inge¬ 
nious  and  benevolent  Dr.  Macbride,  and  on 
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the  carrot  poultice,  recommended  by  Mr. 

4  *  '  * 

Soultzer,  for  cancerous  complaints. 

William  Bell,  a  man  between  forty  and 
fifty  years  of  age,  was  admitted  a  patient 
into  our  infirmary,  November  36,  1767, 
with  a  cancered  penis ;  che  glans  and  pre- 
putium ,  which  indeed,  could  not  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  one  another,  were  monftru- 
oufly  enlarged ;  the  veins  on  the  dorfum penis 
varicofe  ;  the  pain  excruciating  ;  the  whole 
furface  of  the  tumor  ulcerated,  and  the 
ftench  fo  intolerable,  that  it  was  not  only 
difagreeable  to  the  patient  himfelf,  but  to 
the  whole  ward  where  he  was  put.  The 
poor  man  had  been  told,  and  came  with  a 
confident  opinion,  that  he  would  be  cured 
at  our  infirmary ;  and  therefore,  on  a 
confultation  with  my  brethren,  when  it  was 
propofed  to  extirpate  it,  he  would  by  no 
means  confent ;  we  therefore  gave  him  the 
extradl.  cicut <e  internally,  and  made  ufe  of 
emollient  anodyne  applications  to  the  part 
affe&ed.  This  courfe  was  purfued  about  a 
month  ;  but  the  diforder  increafed  upon 
us ;  the  fmell  was  become  fo  very  offenfive, 
that  it  was  even  perceptible  on  going  up 

N  4  flairs 
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flairs  to  the  wards.  About  this  time,  I 
happened  to  read  a  paper  in  a  magazine, 
written  by  Mr.  Soultzer,  which  recom¬ 
mended  a  carrot  poultice,  as  a  very  effica¬ 
cious  application  to  cancerous  ulcers ;  it 
appeared  lo  me  to  be  written  with  much 
candour ;  and  as  the  man  would  not  fubmit 
to  the  extirpation,  I  thought  I  would  make 
a  trial  of  it.  Accordingly,  I  ordered  fome 
carrots  [rad.  dauci  fativij  to  be  grated, 
and  moiftened  with  as  much  water  as  would 
bring  it  to  the  confiflence  of  a  cataplafm, 
to  be  applied  to  the  difeafed  penis  ;  at  the 
fame  time,  as  his  gums  were  loofe,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  bad  breath,  he  was  ordered 
to  drink  three  pints  at  leaft  of  the  malt 
infution  every  day ;  the  very  next  day  we: 
found  that  the  carrot  application  had  had  a 
wonderful  effedl ;  for  the  offenfive  fmell 
was  totally  removed;  the  famous  difcharge 
leffened  ;  a  foul  flough  came  off  with  the 
dreffing  ;  and  the  pain  was  confiderably 
mitigated.  I  was  much  pleafed  with  -  the 
change  occafioned  by  dais  cataplafm  ;  and 
therefore  ordered  it  to  be  applied  two  or 
three  times  every  day,  for  a  fortnight  or 
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three  weeks  ;  the  ulcer  apparently  grew 
better ;  the  tumor  fenfibly  decreafed  ;  the 
pain  was  more  tolerable,  and  the  profpedt 
much  lefs  unfavourable ;  for  about  this 
time,  the  fwelling  was  reduced  to  near  one- 
third  of  what  it  had  been  ;  it  was  alfo 
cleaner,  and  the  application  feemed  to  have 
greatly  reduced  the  cancerous  fore ;  for 
there  now  appeared  on  the  furface,  a  vaft 
number  of  fmall  warty  excrefcences,  with 
the  interftices  pretty  clean  and  ruddy.  But 
notwithftanding  this  promifing  appearance, 
from  this  time  forward  no  progrefs  was 
made  towards  a  cure.  Whether  this  was 
owing  to  the  carrots  not  being  fo  fucculent, 
or  in  fuch  perfection  as  at  the  firft,  I  cannot 
tell :  we  perfevered  in  this  method  near 
two  months  longer,  during  which  time, 
though  the  patient  was  tolerably  eafy,  and 
quite  free  from  any  naufeous  fmell,  yet 
the  cure  feemed  not  to  advance  in  the  leaf;; 
wherefore  the  patient  now  ftrongly  impor¬ 
tuned  me  himfelf  to  amputate,  which  I 
did,  at  about  an  inch  from  the  pubes.  It 

t 

healed  very  readily,  and  he  was  difcharged 
cured,  the  31ft  March,  1768. 
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The  fubfequent  cafe  was  attended  with 
more  fuccefs. 

Ann  Sandham,  a  woman  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  was  admitted  a  patient  of  the 
infirmary,  the  19th  January  1768.  She 
had  beenafflifled  during  two  or  three  years, 
with  a  large  phagedenic  ulcer  on  the  foot, 
extending  over  the  whole  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  metatarfus ,  and  about  two-thirds 
of  the  tarfus  ;  the  edges  of  the  ulcer  hard 
and  inflamed  ;  the  whole  foot  fwelled,  and 
the  inflammation  of  the  integuments  reach¬ 
ing  halfway  up  the  leg  ;  the  fore  very  foul, 
with  a  gangrenous  afpedf,  attended  with 
fiich  a  foetid  frnell  as  is  not  to  be  exprefled. 

This  miferable  creature,  weary  of  her 
life,  came  with  an  intention  to  have  her 
limb  taken  off.  She  had  been  my  patient 
five  years  before,  for  a  mortification  of  all 

the  toes  of  the  fame  foot,  which,  with 

»  __ 

much  difficulty,  after  their  feparating  had 
been  healed  ;  fo  that,  having  fome  reafon 
to  fufpedl,  that  the  toes  had  formerly  fpha- 
eelated  from  an  oflification  of  the  arteries, 
my  brethren  of  the  infirmary,  as  well  as 
myfelf,  on  confultation,  were  averfe  to 

amputation, 
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amputation,  though  much  folicited  to  it 
by  the  miferable  creature  herfelf;  her  blood 
alfo  appeared  to  be  in  a  putrid  dilfolved 
flate  ;  her  breath  very  foetid,  and  her 
whole  look  cadaverous.  Having  experi¬ 
enced,  in  a  late  cafe,  the  excellency  of  the 
carrot  poultice,  in  removing  the  naufeous 
fmell  of  an  ulcerated  cancer,  I  ordered  it 
to  be  applied  here,  with  an  intention  prin¬ 
cipally  to  get  the  better  of  that  difagree- 
able  fymptom,  which,  in  this  cafe,  was  to 
the  greateft  degree  that  the  reft  of  the 
furgeons  or  myfelf  had  ever  known  ;  and 
as  fhe  had  formerly,  while  her  toes  wrcre 
fphacelated,  taken  vaft  quantities  of  the 
cortex  and  wine,  yet  had  mended  very 
flowly,  fhe  was  ordered  to  drink  at  pleafure, 
from  a  quart  to  three  pints,1  of  the  infufion 
of  malt,  (according  to  Dr.Macbride)  daily; 
and  that  the  bad  fmell  might  not  be  inju¬ 
rious  to  any  of  the  other  patients,  fhe  was 
ordered  into  the  lazaretto.  The  very  next 
day,  the  poultice  had  entirely  fuppreiTed  the 
flench;  and  moreover,  had  fubftituted  its 
own  fweet  fmell ;  the  pain  was  considerably 
afluaged ;  the  inflammation  and  fwelling 

diminifhed; 
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diminifhed ;  {he  was  able  to  move  her  ancle* 
and  moft  thankfully  exprefied,  that  fhe  had 
had  a  better  night  than  for  a  year  and  a 
half  before  !  In  Ihort,  from  this  time,  the 
ichorous  difcharge  changed  for  the  better 
every  day  in  colour,  confidence,  and  quan¬ 
tity,  and  in  little  more  than  a  week,  became 
very  laudable;  the  hard  inflamed  lips  foft- 
ened  ;  the  furface  of  the  ulcer  put  on  a  heal¬ 
ing  appearance;  the  patient's  conftitution 
manifeftly  mended,  and  fhe  was  difcharged 
cured  the  twelfth  of  May  following ;  in 
which  time  fhe  had  taken  no  other  medi¬ 
cine  than  the  malt  infufion,  nor  had  any 
other  topical  application  befides  the  carrot 
poultice,  except  when  the  fore  was  eon- 
traffed  to  the  fize  of  a  {hilling ;  then 
edgings  of  cerat .  alb .  were  ufed  along  with 
it,  becaufe,  when  the  difcharge  was  become 
fmall,  I  thought  the  drynefs  of  the  poultice 
brought  off  with  it  fome  of  the  new  cicatrifed 
{kin.  In  faff,  this  application  agreed  fo 
well  with  this  ulcer,  that  what  was  meant 
at  firfl;  only  to  remove  the  bad  fmell, 
anfwered  .fully  every  curative  intention  ;  I 
mean  as  a  topic  :  and  I  have  great  reafon 
to  believe,  that  had  we  been  able  to  have 

i 

procured 
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procured  carrots  in  perfe&ion  during  the 
months  of  February  and  March,  this  cure 
would  have  been  performed  in  much  lefs 
time  ;  for  it  was  very  obfervable,  that  when  , 
none  but  the  old  full-grown  carrots  could/ 
be  bought,  which  were  become  lefs  fuccu- 
lent  by  keeping,  or  the  young  fpring  ones 
with  their  juices  lefs  exalted,  that  the  cure 
advanced  more  flowly ;  and  poffibly  that 
might  be  the  caufe  why  we  made  no  pro- 
grefs  the  laft  two  months,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
ulcerated  penis^  after  fuch  promifing  appear¬ 
ances. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  dare  not  pretend  to 
aflert,  that  a  cataplafm  of  carrots  will  cure 
an  ulcerated  cancer ;  but  I  dare  advance, 
that  it  will  fubdue  the  intolerable  flench 
frequently  attending  foul,  gangrenous, 
cancerous  ulcers,  which  has  heretofore  been 
no  inconfiderable  deflderatum  in  furgery, 
both  in  refpech  to  the  patients  themfelves, 
and  to  the  people  who  are  about  them. 

Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Keenlyfide,  Mr. 
Stodart,  my  worthy  friends  and  colleagues 
at  the  infirmary,  were  very  attentive  to  the 
progrefs  of  this  cure,  and  will  bear  tefii- 
mony  to  what  I  have  related  concerning  it. 

To 
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To  conclude,  it  appears  from  this  hiftory* 
that  the  fubduing  and  conquering  the  bad 
fmell,  and  abating  the  pain,  were  due  to 
the  carrot  poultice ;  but  that  the  correcting 
the  patient's  bad  habit,  may  be  attributed 
to  the  malt  infufion ;  and  indeed,  it  feemed 
to  agree  wonderfully  well  with  her ;  it  kept 
her  in  a  gentle  laxative  ftate,  ufually  pro¬ 
curing  her  daily  two  ftools.  She  wa9 
obftruCted  before  flic  was  admitted,  and  in 
the  coiirfe  of  her  recovery,  fhe  became 
regular.  In  fine,  flie  improved  in  health 
every  day  from  her  being  put  upon  this 
courfe,  though,  when  my  patient  before, 
Ihe  was  more  months  in  recovering  under  a 
courfe  of  the  cortex ,  &c.  than  weeks  at 
this  time* 

i  ' 

I  have,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year,  had 
three  or  four  other  fcorbutic  patients,  with 
foul  ulcers  of  long  handing,  under  this 
courfe  of  malt  infufion,  with  all  of  whom  it 
agreed  very  well ;  it  generally  kept  them 
in  a  gentle  laxative  ftate,  and  apparently 
did  them  fervice  ;  but  no  one  fo  clearly 
received  benefit  from  it  as  the  fubjeCt  of 
the  laft  related  cafe;  and  I  make  no  doubt, 

but 
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but  in  long  voyages  at  fea,  where  recent 
vegetables  cannot  be  had,  that  it  will 
prove  a  noble  fubftitute,  and  fully  anfwer 
the  intention  of  the  benevolent,  humane, 
original  propofer  of  it. 


■ 


An  objlinate  Cafe ,  'where  the  Carrot *  * 
Poultice  as  a  Topic ,  and  the  Malt  Infu~ 
Jton  as  a  Medicine ,  proved  very  effica¬ 
cious. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG,  about  36 
years  of  age,  was  admitted  into  our 
infirmary  the  ssd  of  December,  1768. 
There  appeared  in  his  right  groin  an  une¬ 
qually  hard  tumor,  about  the  fize  of  an 
hen’s  egg,  with  an  ulceration  upon  it, 
where,  he  told  us,  it  had  been  opened  by 
a  furgeon  in  the  country,  about  three  weeks 

*  In  the  infirmary,  we  title  this  the  cataplafm.  e  dauco 
fati'VOy  and  the  infufion,  infufum  brajii ,  for  this  reafon,  viz. 
to  prevent  the  patients  murmuring  or  harbouring  a  notion, 
that  we  order  them  merely  for  the  fake  of  frugality,  or  by 
way  of  trying  experiments  upon  them. 

before : 


1 


192  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries* 

before  :  the  circumjacent  parts  were  livid 

and  hard,  to  a  pretty  large  extent,  more 

, 

efpecially  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  and 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  on  that  fide; 
the  veins  were  varicofe,  both  on  the  tumor 
and  in  its  neighbourhood.  He  faid,  that 
when  the  furgeon  opened  it,  there  was  no 
difcharge  ;  but  at  prefent  there  was  a  large 
foetid  ichorous  one.  He  had  been  afflicted 
about  four  months ;  he  complained  of  much 
pain,  and  that  he  go  tlittle  or  no  deep  ;  and 
had  a  very  pallid  countenance.  In  fhort, 
it  had  a  very  bad  appearance,  and  did  not 
look  unlike  a  large  malignant  venereal  bubo, 
which  had  been  prematurely  opened. 

Upon  the  whole,  from  the  fnuation  of 
this  tumor,  &c.  we  were  led  to  fufpedt, 
and  indeed  to  hope,  that  it  might  be  vene¬ 
real  ;  though,  upon  queftioning  the  man 
very  ftri£tly,  he  folemnly  protefted,  he  had 
never  been  idly  given,  (that  was  his  expref- 
fion,)  for  that  he  had,  he  believed,  a  very 
good  wife,  and  fcveral  children.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  it  was  thought  advifable  to 
put  him  under  a  mercurial  courfe  ;  accor¬ 
dingly,  a  fpitting  was  raifed,  and  he  drank 

with 
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Freely  of  the  decodt.  farfae.  The  topical 
applications  were,  fometimes  the  common 
digeftive,  with  the  emollient  poultice  e  micis 
panis  alb .  at  other  times,  the  ungt.  album * 
with  the  fame  poultice  over  all.  This 
courfe,  and  thefe  drefiings,  were  continued 
about  two  months,  during  which  time,  the 
unfavourable  fymptoms  increafed  upon  us  ; 
the  tumor  put  on  a  carcinomatous  afpect ; 
the  ulcer  fpread  confiderably  ;  the  varicofe 
veins  enlarged  more  ;  the  pain  increafed, 
a'S  did  alfo  the  offenfive  fmell,  &c. 

Upon  a  confultation  with  my  colleagues 
at  the  infirmary,  viz.  Meflfs.  Lambert, 
Keenly  fide,  and  Stodart,  we  began  to  be  very 
apprehenfive  of  the  cafe  being  cancerous  ; 
and  as  the  difeafe  had  been  aggravated  by 
the  mercurials,  it  was  determined  to  change 
the  method.  The  extrachim  cicutae  was 
therefore  ordered  him,  night  and  morning, 
and  fome  of  the  leaves  added  to  the 

4 

poultice  ;  but  after  a  fortnight’s  trial,  as 
there  was  no  mitigation  of  pain,  nor  any 
alteration  to  the  better,  the  decoct .  cort. 
peruv r  cum  elixir  vitriol,  acid,  were  pre¬ 
ferred,  becaufe  the  fltrfacc  of  the  ulcer  was 

S.  x  ' 
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covered  with  a  loofe  flabby  fungus ;  and 
moreover,  it  bled  very  much ;  it  was 
exquifitely  fenfible,  fo  that  the  poor  man 
eould  fcarce  fuffer  it  to  be  touched.  At 
this  time  I  ordered  the  poultice  to  be  difcon- 
tinued,  and  tried  various  applications,  fuch 
as  edgings  of  ceratum  album ,  epulotic .  ung . 
tripharmacum,faturnin .  &c.  and  in  expecta¬ 
tion  of  fupprefling  the  bleeding,  and  check¬ 
ing  the  loofe  luxuriant  flefh,  the  whole  fore 
was  waflied  either  with  the  deco-ft.  cor  tic. 
cum  alumine ,  or  the  aq .  eg  rule  a  ( pharm. 
Loud.)  lowered  with  water,  with  lint  dip¬ 
ped  in  it,  and  applied  on  the  ulcer,  and 
fome  of  the  abovementioned  cerates  or 
ointments  over  the  whole.  This  courie 
was  purfued  about  ten  weeks,  without  any 
figns  of  amendment ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
difeafe  gained  ground  upon  us. 

At  this  time,  the  whole  groin,  from  the 
fpine  of  the  ilium  to  the  middle  of  the  pubes , 
was  one  continued  ulcer  ;  another  fmaller 
one  on  the  thigh,  about  two  inches  below  \ 
the  bloody  ichorous  difeharge  was  confi- 

derable  ;  the  pain  excruciating ;  the  flench 
intolerable ;  the  poor  man  quite  weary  of 

his 


5 


Medical  Obfenvations  and  Inquiries,  igq 

his  life.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  (every 
thing  which  had  been  taken  or  had  been 
applied  having  failed,)  he  was  directed  to 
drink  at  leaft  three  pints  of  the  malt  infu- 
fion  daily,  and  to  apply  to  the  part  itfelf 
nothing  but  the  carrot  poultice.  It  was 
equally  pleafmg  and  wonderful,  to  find  filch 
a  change  of  the  ulcer  for  the  better  in  twenty- 
four  hours  time,  folely  by  this  dreffing :  The 
very  difagreeable  fin  ell  was  totally  corrected ; 
the  man  had  palled  an  eafier  night  than 
fince  his  admiffion,  and  from  this  time  he 
grew  fenfibly  better  every  day,  though  the 
carrots  we  were  able  to  procure,  having 
been  kept  the  whole  winter,  were  not 
remarkably  good.  Every  fucceffive  dreffing, 
the  fore  put  on  a  better  completion  ;  in  a 
few  days  it  ceafed  bleeding  ;  the  difcharge 
leffened  in  quantity,  thickened,  and  became 
laudable  ;  the  loofe  fungus  fubfided  to 
ruddy  firm  granulations;  the  margin  turned 
white,  and  healed  moft  favourably.  After 
going  on  in  this  method  about  a  fortnight, 

Dr.  Lambert,  the  attending  phyfician,  re¬ 
commended  his  being  put  under  a*courfe  of 

*  He  was  ordered  one  meal  of  water  crefTes,  & c.  and 
generally  two  of  radifhes,  &c.  every  day. 
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frelh  vegetables,  and  then  indeed,  he  mended 
moft  rapidly  ;  for  the  cure  was  completed, 
after  adopti  ng  the  carrot  application  and  malt 
infufion,  in  about  fix  weeks,  as  the  patient 
was  difcharged  cured  the  29th  of  June. 

I  am  afraid  I  have  been  too  circumftantial 
and  too  prolix  in  the  hiftory  of  this  cafe; 
but  I  thought  it  in  fome  meafure  neceffary 
in  recommendation  of  this  new  practice,  to 
all  ill-fmelling  ulcers  with  large  furfaces , 
whether  venereal,  fcorbutic,  fcrophulous, 
or  cancerous,  in  which,  I  believe,  it  will 
feldom  difappoint  the  furgeon’s  expect¬ 
ations. 

I  dare  not  yet  fay,  that  the  carrot  poultice 
will  cure  an  ulcerated  cancer,  being  afraid 
that  that  formidable  difeafe  will  {fill  con¬ 
tinue  the  opprobrium  inedicorum ;  but  moft 
certainly,  until  it  put  on  an  healing  appear¬ 
ance  and  was  cured,  this  cafe  was  deemed* 
by  every  furgeon  who  faw  it,  an  ulcerated 
cancer.  In  fact,  its  having  fo  many 
difcriminating  charaCteriftic  fymptoms  of 
that  terrible  diftemper,  and  having  refilled 
fuch  powerful  medicines ,  &c.  fo  long, 
is  a  fufficient  excufe  for  forming  fuch  an 

opinion  5 
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opinion ;  but  granting  it  to  have  been  an 
obftinate  fcorbutic  ulcer,  which,  to  fpeak 
ingenuoufly,  I  now  believe ;  yet  ftill  the 
treatment  which  affedted  a  cure  after  our 
having  defpaired  of  one,  derives  not  a  little 
credit  from  it ;  for  which  reafon,  I  thought 
it  might  not  be  deemed  altogether  unworthy 
a  place  in  your  Medical  Obfervations ,  which 
are  fo  humanely  and  fo  happily  calculated 
to  communicate  inftru&ion  for  the  relief 
of  the  very  greateft  miferies  mankind  are 
incident  to. 

< 


o3 


XV, 


# 


(  ,  . 

i  p8  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries* 

XV.  Experiments  on  the  Cerumen  or  Ear- 
wax ,  in  order  to  dif cover  the  bejl  Method 
of  diffolving  it,  when  caujing  Deafnef$> 
by  Dr .  John  Haygarth,  at  Chefter ;  com- 
mimic  at  ed  by  Dr .  Watfon.  Read  Sept* 
4-  1769- 

j  '  J  ..  * .  .  * 1  \  '  !  > 

EVERY  one  knows,  that  the  ear-wax 
is  of  a  dark  brown  colour.  It  remark¬ 
ably  adheres  to  any  fubftance  with  which 
it  comes  in  contact :  this  property,  together 
with  a  great  number  of  fmall  hairs  which 
are  every  where  difperfed  through  its  fub- 
fiance,  renders  it  extremely  tenacious.  Its 
tafle  is  bitter.  A  dilute  fyrup  of  violets  is 
neither  changed  by  it  to  a  green  or  red 
colour;  fo  that  there  does  not  feem  to  be 
a  juft  foundation  for  the  opinion  of  fome 
authors,  that  it  is  of  an  alkaline  nature,  or 
of  others,  that  it  is  acid. 

♦  X 

Ear-wax,  if  put  upon  red-hot  iron,  or 
into  the  flame  of  a  candle,  will  burn, 
though  not  quickly  or  completely.  This 
experiment  feems  to  prove,  that  fome  oily 
or  fatty  fyhflancc  enters  into  its  compofi- 

*  tion, 
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tion,  as  no  other  inflammable  matter  has 
been  found  to  be  fecreted  in  that  ftate  by 
the  animal  body.  The  fatty  matter  feems, 
however,  to  be  in  very  fmall  proportion, 
from  feveral  of  the  following  experiments. 

Ear-wax,  when  firft  fecreted,  is  of  a  thin 
confidence ;  by  the  heat  of  the  body  its 
fluid  particles  evaporate,  and  the  remainder 
gradually  becomes  harder ;  fo  that  in  old 
people,  it  is  found  extremely  dry  and 
hard. 

Ear-wax  is  fpecifically  heavier  than 
water,  for  it  finks  to  the  bottom  when 
immerfed  in  that  fluid. 

It  is  well  known,  that  deafnefs  is  fre¬ 
quently  owing  to  the  ear-wax  obftruCting 
the  meatus  mditorius  externus.  Authors 
recommend  a  variety  of  injections,  in  order 
to  clear  the  pafiage  of  the  Wax ;  but  I  do  not 

4 

know  that  any  one  has  experimentally  deter¬ 
mined  which  kind  of  injections  are  the  belt. 
Du  Verney  recommends  dropping  oil  into 
the  ear,  injecting  warm  water,  hydromeU 
linfeed  oil  mixed  with  fome  drops  of  the 
fpirit  of  wine,  bile,  .&c.  &c.  He  fays, 
u  That  the  wax  fometimes  comes  away  in 

O  4  u  five 
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<c  five  days,  and  fometimes  in  fifteen,  which 
“  plainly  demonftrates,  that  we  ought  not 
i£  to  grow  weary  of  injections.”  Part  iii. 
page  120.  Now,  I  apprehend,  that  many 
patients  would  be  weary  of  injections  before 
the  fifteenth  day  ;  and  confequently,  that 
fome  cafes,  in  their  nature  curable  by  proper 
injections,  have  remained  without  relief 
through  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  procefs,  when 
improper  ones  were  ufed.  This  being  evi¬ 
dently  the  cafe,  a  method  of  diffolving  the 
ear-wax  mo  ft  perfectly  and  fafely  becomes 
an  enquiry  of  importance:  and  here  we 
are  happily  exempt  from  the  objetian 
com  ip  only  made  to  this  kind  of  experi¬ 
ments  ;  for  we  can  apply  the  diffolving 
liquor,  unlefs  it  be  of  an  acrid  nature,  to 
the  wax  itfelf  in  the  ear.  Hence  we  fhall 

V  % 

feldoin  be  difappointed  in  removing  the 
ear-wax,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  com* 
77ion  caufe  of  curable  deafnefs. 

In  the  following  experiments,  I  put  about 
half  a  grain  of  ear-wax  in  about  two  or 
three  tea-fpoonfuls  of  each  liquor,  immer-* 
fing  the  glafs  which  contained  it  into  water 

of 
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of  nearly  the  human  heat,  for  an  hour, 
unlefs  otherwife  mentioned. 

Water. 

4  1  ^  '■>  fs »  *•  *  K,  '*■  ^  V  >  y  w  *  -» 

Exper.  1.  The  wax  inftantly  became/ 
whiter,  as  foon  as  it  came  into  contact  with 
the  water,  and  foon  turned  perfectly  white. 
It  feparated  into  a  great  number  of  fmall 

particles,  entirely  unconnected  with  each 

* 

other  while  at  reft,  and  when  flightly  agi¬ 
tated,  were  uniformly  diffufed  through  the 
fluid. 

-*  *  »  »  v  W  ’  \  *  *  ..  ..  «  ,  M  .  .  . 

J 

Acids. 

*  F  •  ■  *  t  «  ^  f, 

Exper.  2.  Vinegar  did  not  change  the 
wax  to  a  pure  white,  nor  entirely  feparate 
it  into  diftinCt  particles,  they  being  ftill 
flightly  connected  by  a  flimy  adhefion. 
Exper.  3.  Vitriolic  acid ,  after  fame  days , 

diflolved  fo  much  of  the  ear-wax  as  to  be 

- 

changed  into  a  dark  brown  colour;  but  the 

greateft  part  of  the  wax  remained  harder 
than  before  immerfion. 

*>  -  J  V  ^  \  .  j  . 

Exper.  4.  Oxymel  neither  changed  the 
colour  nor  cohefion  of  the  wax. 


Alkalies, 
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\ 

»  ► 

V  ^  *  ■*  ■*>  *•  v 

Alkalies. 

Exper.  5.  Lime-ivater  had  nearly  the 
fame  effect  as  common  water. 

•  .  r  -• 

Exper.  6.  Water,  in  which  two  grains 
of  the  fait  of  tartar  had  been  diffolved, 
took  away  the  brown  colour  of  the  wax ;  it 
put  on  of  a  loofe  granulated  appearance,  the 
particles  being  fome  of  them  feparated,  but 
others  connected  by  a  kind  of  mucous  or 
fiimy  adhefion. 

Exper.  7.  In  the  lixivium  faponariutm 
though  perfectly  cauftic,  the  wax  remained 
in  a  compadl  form,  and  of  a  brownifh  caft ; 
upon  fhaking,  it  feparated  into  particles  ; 
but  of  a  larger  fize  than  thofe  in  common 
water. 

Exper.  8.  In  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  water 
mixed  with  one  of  the  fame  foap-ley ,  as 
was  ufed  in  the  laft  experiment,  the  wax 
appeared  white  and  diffolved  on  its  furface . 
but  there  remained  a  mucus  of  a  brownifh 
colour,  and  coherent,  though  lefs  fo  than 
that  in  pure  foap-ley. 


Neutral 
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Neutral  Salt. 

Exper.  9.  A  fcruple  of  nitre  was  diffolved 
in  three  tea-fpoonfuls  of  water.  The 
particles  of  wax  adhered  to  each  other  by 
a  little  flime  or  mucus . 

Saponaceous  Liquors. 

s 

Exper.  10.  About  two  grains  of  foap 
were  diffolved  in  about  three  tea-fpoonfuls 
of  water,  fo  that  it  became  white  and 
opaque.  The  wax  ftill  retained  fomething 
of  its  brown  colour.  The  particles,  as  in 
the  laft  experiment,  were  feme  of  them 
connected  by  a  mucous  fubftance. 

Exper.  11.  With  ox's  bile  the  wax  did 
not  change  its  brown  colour,  perhaps 
becaufe  the  bile  itfelf  is  brown.  There 
was  nearly  the  fame  appearance  of  mucus  as 
in  the  two  laft  experiments. 

Bile  may  be  efteemed  a  faponaceous 
liquor  from  its  chemical  qualities,  though 
not  from  its  chemical  compofition. 

Inflammables. 

Exper.  12.  Spirit  of  wine  rendered  the 
wax  white.  It  ftill  adhered  together  in  one 

piece. 
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piece,  but  feemed  more  friable  than  before 
immerfion.  ;;  | 

Exper.  is.  Oil  of  turpentine,'  of  olives, 
and  bitter  almonds,  were  feparately  tried. 
Neither  the  colour  or  tenacity  of  the  wax 
were  changed.  I  afterwards  increafed  the 
heat  of  the  water-bath  to  boiling,  without 
any  effect  The  wax  that  had  been  im- 
merfed  in  olive  oil,  was  put  into  water ; 
but  it  feemed  to  diffolve  it  more  flowly  than 
when  applied  to  wax  frefh  taken  out  of  the 
ear,  probably  becaufe  fome  particles  of  oil 
adhering  to  the  furface  of  the  wax  pre¬ 
vented  the  action  of  water. 

The  common  practice  of  dropping  oil 
into  the  ear,  before  fyringing  it  with  watery 
liquors,  appears,  from  this  experiment,  to 
be  particularly  improper. 

It  is  obfervable,  upon  comparing  the 
foregoing  experiments,  that  none  of  the 
menjlrua ,  except  water,  difTolved  that 
mucous  or  Jlimy  fubjlance ,  which  connects 
together  the  particles  of  ear-wax.  Water 
alfo  entirely  deftroys  its  browrn  colour, 
which  appears  to  exift  in  this  ?nucus ,  that 
is  the  caufe  of  its  adhefion  and  of  its  tena¬ 
city. 
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city.  Other  liquors  feem  to  poflefs  more 
of  thefe  effects,  the  nearer  they  approach 
to  pure  water. 

From  the  united  evidence  of  the  prece¬ 
ding  experiments,  it  appears,  that  water  is 
the  powerful  folvent  of  the  ear-wax  ;  and 
the  warmer  this  is  applied,  as  far  as  the 
ear  can  bear  it  without  injury,  the  more 
effectual  the  remedy. 

If  to  this  we  add,  that  if  larger  fyringes 
were  made  ufe  of,  a  little  more  forcibly 
applied,  and  longer  per  fevered  in,  the 
fuccefs  of  the  operation  would  probably  be 
more  evident. 
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XVI.  Obfervdtions  on  the  Cure  of  an 
Hasmoptoe,  and  upon  riding  on  Horfe~ 
back  for  the  Cure  of  a  Phthifis ;  by  Tho¬ 
mas  Dickfon,  M.  D.  Phyfician  to  the 
London  Hof  pit &U  in  a  Letter  to-  the 
Medical  Society. 

Gentlemen, 

A  SPITTING  of  blood  is  a  much 
more  common  complaint  in  this 
country,  than  I  believe  is  generally  ima¬ 
gined  ;  and  when  it  arrives  to  any  confi- 
derable  height,  and  is  long  continued, 
ufually  becomes  the  prelude  to  a  confump- 
tion,  from  which,  in  my  opinion,  very  few 
indeed  ever  recover.  I  am  not,  however, 
to  inform  you,  that  in  this  age  and  place, 
men  are  to  be  found  who  talk  of  their  cures 
of  a  confumption  with  the  utmoft  confi¬ 
dence  ;  and  which  they  performed  too  with 
much  eafe,  by  methods  only  known  to 
thcmfdves.  Is  it  not  to  be  lamented,  that 
thefe  cures  are  chiefly  imaginary,  and  only 

celebrated 
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celebrated  from  interefted  views,  to  impofe 
on  the  credulous  and  ignorant  ?  But  to  the 
point ;  a  fpitting  of  blood,  which  always 
greatly  alarms  the  patient  and  thofe  about 
him,  when  the  method  which  I  fhall  men¬ 
tion  is  early  purfued,  is,  in  general,  with 
little  difficulty  removed.  The  medicine, 
which  I  am  to  recommend,  is  neither  new 
or  uncommon;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  in 
moft  frequent  ufe  in  the  practice  of  phyfic, 
though  feldom,  as  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  there  is  much  ftrefs  laid  upon  it 
for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe.  But  in  this 
laft  point  I  may  eafily  be  miftaken.  How¬ 
ever,  though  phyficians  fhould  be  never  fo 
well  informed  of  this  method ;  yet,  as  the 
greateft  part  of  practitioners  have  only 
recourfe  to  ftyptics,  by  which  they  are  egre- 
gioufly  difappointed,  as  I  have  often  my- 
felf  experienced,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
turn  their  attention  to  what  they  will  find 
much  more  efficacious.  One  great  purpofe 
of  our  publications  being  to  communicate 
any  thing  found  ufeful  in  practice,  which, 
however  generally  adopted  here,  may  be 

unknown 
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unknown  in  remote  parts,  induces  me 
iikewife  to  give  you  this  paper. 

The  medicine  which  1  have  fpoken  of  in 
fuch  high  terms  of  praife,  is  only  nitrey  to 
the  ufe  of  which  I  was  directed  by  the  late 
very  learned  and  worthy  Dr.  Letherland, 
phyfician  to  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital.  I  had 
occafion  to  confult  him  for  a  hectic  patient, 
who  frequently  brought  up  large  quantities 
of  blood,  and  had  been  attended  along  with 
me,  by  the  late  Dr.  Schomberg,  where 
every  kind  of  reftringent  medicine  had 
been  tried  in  vain.  Dr.  Letherland,  upon 
this  confutation,  gave  me  a  very  particular 

detail  of  his  own  cafe  under  this  difeafe, 

\ 

and  faid,  that  he  had  experienced  no  benefit 
from  any  thing,  but  from  fmall  dofes  of 
nitre  very  frequently  repeated,  and  put  me 
in  mind  that  this  was  his  practice  at  the 
hofpital  when  I  attended  it ;  and  added,  that 
he  conftantly  found  the  belt  effects  from  its 
ufe. 

The  nitre  was  adminiftered  to  the  patient 
abovementioned  ;  but  though  I  thought  it 
did  fervice,  yet,  as  the  lungs  were  much 
affedted,  and  aconfumptionhad  made  agreat 

progrefs, 
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progrefs,  I  am  well  fatisfied  that  nothing 
could  have  faved  him.  He,  however,  did 
not  die  of  an  hemorrhages  which  both  Dr. 
Schomberg  and  I  apprehended,  from  the 
great  quantities  of  blood  brought  up  at 
particular  times.  Immediately  after  this 
confultation  with  Dr.  L'etheHand,  I  was 
determined  to  make  trials  of  nitre  in  this 
difeafe  at  the  hofpital;  and  as  the  moil  com¬ 
modious  form  of  uling  it,  I  ordered  an 
electuary  to  be  made  in  the  proportion  of 
four  ounces  of  confer ve  of  red  rofes,  and  a 
half  ounce  of  nitre >  of  which  the  bulk  of 
a  large  nutmeg  was  directed  to  be  giveif, 
four,  fix,  or  eight  times  a  day,  according  to 
the  urgency  of  the  cafe.  The  good  effects 
from  this  eledtuary  have  ado nilhed  me, 
and  in  fo  much,  that  wheii  given  early  in 
an.  hemoptoe\  I  can  aim  of:  equally  depend 
upon  it  as  upon  the  cortex  peruvianas  in  a 
genuine  intermittent.  I  tnuft,  however, 
obferve,  that  whenever  the  pulfe  is  full 
and  hard,  and  indeed  aim  oft  always  there 
is  fome  degree  of  hardnefs  in  the  pulfe  in 
this  malady,  fome  blood  is  ordered  to  be 
taken  away,  which,  in  fiich  circumftances, 
Vol.  IV.  ,  P  I  have 


$io  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

I  have  always  found  to  be  fizy.  The 
bloodletting  is  occafionally  repeated. 

In  my  confultation  with  Dr.  Letherland, 
I  obferved  to  him,  that  nitre  feemed  pofief- 
fed  of  the  power  of  abating  heat  and  the 
ftrength  and  frequency  of  the  pulfe,  be¬ 
yond  any  medicine  I  was  acquainted  with ; 
whence  I  inferred,  that  the  rarefaction  and 
momentum  of  the  blood  being  thereby  dimi- 
nilhed,  the  veflels  had  an  opportunity  of 
recovering  themfelves,  fo  as  to  flop  any 
further  haemorrhage.  But  to  this  the 
Doftor  made  anfwer,  it  might  be  fo  ;  but 
that  he  had  only  talked  from  experience. 

A  cool  regimen,  and  quiet  of  body  and 
mind,  are  certainly  as  ufeful  in  this  difeafe, 
as  in  any  whatfoever.  When  the  cough 
is  very  troublefome,  a  fmall  opiate  fre¬ 
quently  exhibited  is  abfolutely  neceffary. 

I  have  found  nitre  too  adminiftered  in 
this  manner,  of  fmgular  fervice  in  uterine 
hemorrhages ;  but  only  fo  far,  if  my 
obfervation  is  correCt,  where  there  was  a 
feverifhnefs  and  hardnefs  of  pulfe ;  for 
in  other  cafes,  the  elix.  vitr.  acid .  given 

in 
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in  fmall  quantities,  and  very  frequently 
repeated,  was  attended  with  much  greater 
benefit. 

Though  I  meant  at  my  firft  ordering 
the  forementioned  eledluary,  that  the  con- 
ferve  of  rofes  fhould  only  be  confidered  as 
a  vehicle  for  the  nitre;  yet  I  will  by  no 
means  pretend  to  fay  that  it  is  deftitute 
of  efficacy.  In  private  pradlice,  the  nitre 
joined  with  fp .  ceti ,  or  p.  e  trag .  c .  has 
produced  equally  good  effects. 

I  have  faid  that  nitre,  or  the  eleftuary 
already  mentioned,  is  almoft  as  efficacious 
in  an  hcsmoptoe  as  the  cart,  peruv .  is  againft 
intermittents  ;  but  notwithftanding  the 
vaft  number  of  inftances  of  good  fuccefs 
which  I  have  feen  ;  yet,  when  I  think  of 
•  the  great  Sydenham  talking  as  highly  of 
the  benefit  of  riding  on  horfeback  in  con- 
fumptions,  I  am  afraid  to  truft  myfelf  with 
making  a  fingle  obfervation  on  any  medicine 
• whatfoever  *  :  for,  if  I  can  judge  at  all, 

I  am 

*  Syd.  DifT.  epift.  p.  383  and  384..  Edit.  Lond.  1705. 

Verbo  dicam.  Quantumcunque  exitialis  Phthifis  et  fit 
etaudiat,  utpote  qua  intereunt  duo  fere  trientes  omnium 
quos  morbi  chronici  jugulant,  lioc  tamenfan&e  aftero,  quod 

P  2  neque 
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I  am  certain  that  riding  on  horfeback  in 
eonfumptive  cafes,  is  moil  commonly  hurt¬ 
ful,  without  fuch  regulations  as  in  general 
have  been  little  minded.  For  inftance,-  I 
have  known  a  perfon  who,  by  a  ride  of 
an  hour  or  two  in  the  morning,  was  won¬ 
derfully  recruited,  and  who,  at  another 
time,  in  the  afternoon  and  evening,  with¬ 
out  undergoing  more  bodily  motion,  has 
returned  faint  and  languid,  and  apparently 
worfc  ;  and  this  obfervation  on  the  fame 
perfon  has  been  fo  frequently  made,  as  to 
point  out  evidently  the  times  when  this 
exercife  fliall  not  do  hurt  in  eonfumptive 
cafes.  You  are  well  acquainted  how  the 
pulfe,  in  the  difeafe  juft  referred  to,  how¬ 
ever  calm  in  the  morning,  becomes  more 
frequent  in  the  afternoon  and  night* 
attended  with  heat,  and  other  feverifh 
fymptoms  ;  wherefore  exercife  can  only 
add  to  the  mifehief  of  the  fever.  I  would 


neqne  mercurius  in  hie  venerea,  neque  cortex  peruvianus 
in  intermittentibus  efficaciores  extent,  quam  in  phthifi 
curanda  exercitium  jam  laudatum,  modo  aeger  curet  ut 
linteamina  le£ti  probe  fuerint  arefafta,  atque  etiam  ut 
atis  longa  itinera  emetiantur,  &c. 

therefore 
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therefore  recommend  to  all  he&ic  perfons, 
and  efpecially  to  thofe  who  fhall  travel  to 
diftant  places  on  account  of  a  better  air, 
-or  the  benefit  expected  from  any  particular 
water,  that  their  travelling  fhould  be  flow, 
and  confined  to  a  very  few  hours,  and 
only  in  the  morning.  From  the  negledt  of 
this  precaution,  how  many  perfons  have 
gone  to  Briftol,  and  the  next  day,  or  in  a 
'few  days,  have  made  a  very  unexpected 
exit  ? 

If  you  fhould  approve  of  this  letter,  and 
think  it  worthy  of  publication,  I  hope  no¬ 
body  will,  from  the  reading  of  it,  draw  any 
conclufion  againft  me  for  want  of  deference 
and  refped:  to  Dr.  Sydenham,  whofe  fkill 
in  his  profeffion,  and  candour,  and  ele¬ 
gance  of  flile,  I  venerate.  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Thomas  Dickson. 


p  3 
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XVII.  Some  Remarks  on  the  Bills  of  Mart  a* 
lily  in  London,  •with  an  Account  of  a 
late  Attempt  to  efabliji)  an  annual  Bill 
for  this  Nation . 


To  the  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 


Gentlemen, 

HE  clerk  of  the  pariffuin  which  I 


refide,  having  left  at  my  houfe,  the 
other  day,  the  yearly  bill  of  mortality  for 
London,  I  perufed  it  immediately  with 
fome  attention. 

If  the  following  hiftory  and  reflections 
relative  to  this  fu bj eft,  fall  within  the 
compafs  of  your  defign,  you  may  publifh 
them  if  you  pleafe  :  and  although  they 
come  from  a  namelefs  writer,  you  may  be 
fatisficd  of  the  truth  of  the  fafts,  by  ap^ 
plying  to  your  feeretary,  who  will  be 
informed  from  whom  he  received  this 
^pmmunicatioa. 
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About  the  year  1 754,  a  phyfician  in  the 
city,  who  had  for  fome  time  employed  a 
part  of  his  time  in  obferving  the  ftate  of 
the  weather,  the  concomitant  difeafes,  and 
taken  fome  account  of  the  weekly  bills, 
applied  to  the  company  of  parifh-clerks  in 
London,  and  acquainted  them,  that  to  his 
certain  knowledge,  their  weekly  bills  were 
defective  in  many  refpedts  ;  that  the  lift 
of  difeafes  was  a  very  injudicious  one ; 
that  their  prefent  labours,  therefore,  an- 
fwered  very  little  ufeful  purpofe,  either  to 
themfelves  or  the  community.  How¬ 
ever,  that  it  feemed  practicable  to  form  a 
plan  that  would  alike  conduce  to  the 
advantage  of  their  company,  and  to  the 
intereft  and  fatisfadtion  of  the  nation  in 
general. 

A  memorial  on  this  fubjedt  was  delivered 
to  the  company  in  form,  fetting  forth  the 
particular  benefits  hence  to  be  expedted. 
That  in  refpedt  to  medicine,  the  increafe 
or  decreafe  of  certain  difeafes,  at  different 
times  and  places,  would  be  both  afcertained, 
not  only  in  this  city,  but  throughout  the 
kingdom^  from  whence  much  benefit  might 

P  4  be. 
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be  derived  to  the  art  of  healing,  as  well  as 
to  the  publ  ic. 

That  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the 
people  in  general  would  be  afcertained ; 
in  time  likewife  their  numbers. 

That  the  increafe  of  vice  or  virtue  might 
alfo  be  traced  by  obferving  what  propor¬ 
tion  the  difeafes  proceeding  from  intem¬ 
perance  annually  bore  to  the  reft ;  and 
likewife  in  what  particular  places  this  was 
obfervable. 

That  the  firmeft  bafts  of  political  arith¬ 
metic  mighty  be  railed  on  this  foundation, 
and  that  a  work  of  extreme  utility,  on  fo 
many  accounts,-  could  not  but  redound  to 
the  benefit  of  thofe  who  had  the  conduct 
of  it. 

The-  company,  on  considering  the 
affair,  thought  the  propofal  of  fo  much 
confequence,  as  to  apply  to  parliament  for 
powers  lufficient  to  carry  this  defign  into 

execution. 

The  bafts  of  this  plan  was,  that  not  only 
the  parishes  within  the  bills  of  mortality, 
but  all  the  parifhes  in  -England,  ftiould  be 
obliged  to  keep  exadt  registers  of  Births, 

Burials, 
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burials,  and  marriages,  inftead  of 
christenings  and  burials  only,  as  the  bills 
are  at  prefent.  And  that  from  the  feveral 
parifh  regifters,  an  annual  regifter  ihould 
be  formed  in  each  county,  and  tranfmitted 
to  the  capital,  early  enough  to  be  incorpo¬ 
rated  into  one  eeneral  bill. 

O  V- 

In  order  to  render  that  part  of  this 
account  which  related  to  difeafes  more 
advantageous,  fome  phyficians  of  emi¬ 
nence  met  together,  and  attentively  confi- 
dered  the  prefent  lift  of  diftempers,  rejected 
all  fynonymous  and  obfolete  terms,  and 
propofed  to  give  fuch  an  explanation  of 
thofe  that  were  retained,  as  might  enable 
thofe  whofe  duty  it  might  become  to  make 
report,  to  do  it  with  much  more  precifion 
than  it  has  been  done  hitherto. 

The  affair  was  brought  into  parliament, 

> 

and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
feemed  to  be  in  a  way  to  pafs  very  favour¬ 
ably.  : 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  gentle¬ 
man  *  who  undertook  the  conduit  of  this 

*  The  late  Thomas  Totter,  Efa; 

affair 
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affair  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  infilled 
on  a  claufe  being  inferred  in  the  bill  which 
totally  overthrew  the  defign,  and  was  the 
principal  caufe  of  its  being  rejected  by  a 
great  majority. 

One  motive  that  was  urged  by  thofe 
who  were  friends  to  the  bill  was,  that  it 
would  furnifh  the  molt  perfect  bafis  yet 
extant  for  political  calculations  refpe&ing 
infurances  on  lives,  and  other  eircumltances 
of  apparent  utility. 

It  was  evident,  that  could  the  number 
of  people  be  known,  the  foundation  of 
fuch  computations  would  be  laid  more 
Jpeedily  and  certainly. 

This  induced  the  gentleman  above- 
mentioned,  to  infill  on  a  claufe  for  num¬ 
bering  the  people  of  both  fexes  and  all 
ages,  before  the  a£t  took  place.  Thofe 
who  were  not  the  friends  of  adminiftra- 
tion  at  that  time,  laid  hold  of  this  claufe  ; 
nothing  but  the  fin  of  David  was  heard 
of,  till  the  bill  was  laid  afide. 

AH  this,  perhaps,  you  will  fay,  is  little 
to  the  purpofe  of  medical  knowledge  ;  but 
indulge  me  a  few  moments  longer,  and 

fhould 

\  )  '  » 
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fhould  you  ftill  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  I 
fhall  ceafe  to  urge  your  admitting  thefe 
remarks. 

I  know  of  nothing  that  would  more 
effe&ually  conduce  to  ftate  the  different 
degrees  of  healthinefs  or  unhealthinefs  in 
the  different  parts  of  this  nation  fo  clearly, 
as  a  proper  bill  of  mortality;  nor  fuggeft 
the  neceffity,  nor  perhaps  the  means  of 
fecuring  the  firft,  or  preventing  the  latter. 
The  records  of  the  feafons,  in  refpeCt  to  heat 
and  cold,  drinefs  and  moifture,  made  by 
ingenious  men  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  compared  with  fuch  annual  bills, 
would  afford  many  ufeful  reflections  to  the 
faculty,  much  benefit  to  the  community  in 
general. 

I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  not  impro¬ 
per  to  relate  what  fteps  have  been  taken  in 
this  affair,  and  by  what  means  they  were 
rendered  ineffectual.  Another  feafon  may 
be  more  propitious  ;  and  fhould  you,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  approve  the  plan,  your  opinion, 
and  afliftance,  I  am  perfuaded,  would  infure 
fuccefs. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps  it  will  excite  you  the  more 
readily  to  embark  in  this  affair,  when 
you  recoiled:,  that  our  country  fuffers 
much  in  the  efteem  of  foreigners  by  a 
grievous  negled  in  compofing  the  prefent 
bills  of  mortality.  If  you  will  pleafe  to 
cafl  an  eye  upon  the  article  of  confumption 
in  the  yearly  bill,  you  will  perceive,  that 
in  the  prefent  year,  no  lefs  than  4379 
out  of  23,639  are  faid  to  have  died  of 
this  difeafe.  From  whence  foreigners 
conclude,  that  the  climate  is  fo  much  dif- 
pofed  to  produce  confumptions,  that  it  may 
juftly  be  called  unhealthy ;  a  charader  it 
by  no  means  deferves. 

You  know  that  thefe  bills  are  framed 
from  the  reports  of  common  fearchers' 
appointed  to  view  the  dead  bodies,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  concealment  of  vio¬ 
lence.  Thefe  fearchers  are,  for  the  moft 
part,  ignorant  poor  women,  wrho,  if  they 
fee  the  body  emaciated,  immediately  enter 
it  in  their  report  as  confumption.  I  need 
not  inform  you,  how  many  chronic  as  . 
well  as  long  continued  acute  difeafes,  in 
which  the  lungs  are  no  otherwife  affeded 
than  as  fuffering  with  all  the  other  parts, 

wade 
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wafte  the  whole  frame,  and  bring  it  to  the 
fame  ftate  as  thofe  who  died  tabid  ;  but 
thefe  ought  not  to  ranked  under  confump- 
tions,  but  under  the  feveral  heads  to  which 
they  belong. 

It  was  intended,  among  other  falutary 
attempts,  to  refcue  our  country  from  thefe 
unjuft  imputations,  and  to  vindicate  its 
character  from  the  effects  of  ignorance  and 
inattention.  That  many  die  of  confump- 
tions  is  mod  certain  ;  but  by  no  means 
in  the  proportion  alleged  by  thefe  erro¬ 
neous  accounts.  Perhaps  the  real  number 
of  thofe  who  die  of  the  genuine  phthifis 
pulmonalis ,  would  not  amount  to  a  third 
part  of  the  fum,  oppofite  to  the  article  of 
conlumptions.  1  have  been  prefen t  where 
the  reports  of  fome  of  thefe  common  fearch- 
ers  have  been  produced,  and  know,  that 
perfons  who  have  died  of  mere  old  age, 
have  been  reported  confumptions.  Children, 
wafted  by  glandular  difea'fes,  without  the 
leaft  fymptom  of  a  pulmonary  affection, 
have  been  placed  in  the  fame  catalogue, 
and  others  vet  ft  ill  more  remote  from  a 


genuine 
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genuine  confumption,  have  been  added  to 
the  lift. 

Thefe  remarks,  I  acknowledge,  do  not 
directly  tend  to  the  cure  of  any  difeafe, 
your  immediate  object ;  yet,  as  your  ob¬ 
fervations,  I  find,  are  in  the  hands  of 
many  learned  men  abroad,  thefe  hints  may 
tend  to  correct  an  error  relating  to  the 
hiftory  of  our  climate,  which  has  to 
our  coft  been  received,  if  I  am  not  mifin- 
formed,  by  many  ingenious  foreigners, 
and  propagated  in  their  writings  to  our 
difadvantage. 

I  am,  &c. 


XVII,  Cafe 
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XVII,  Cafe  of  a  fatal  Ileus ,  by  M.  Garth- 
fliore,  M.  D.  Communicated  by  Richard 
Huck,  M,  D.  F.  1C  S.  Phyfician  to  St. 
ThomasV  Hofpital. 

VARIOUS  are  the  caufes  that  give 
rife  to  the  iliac  paffion  ;  but  there  is 
generally  fuch  a  fimilarity  in  the  fymptoms 
of  this  dreadful  difeafe,  that  it  is  often  a 
matter  of  the  utmoft  difficulty,  and  fre¬ 
quently  impoffible  to  diftinguifh.  and  trace 
out  the  true  caufe. 

The  following  hiftory  will  ferve  to  illuf- 
trate  this  affertion. 

*  j  / 

Mary  Long ,  a  healthy  girl,  aged  twenty- 
one,  on  the  eighth  of  April,  1768,  had  her 
menfes  at  the  ufual  period,  which  flopped 
the  next  day,  without  her  being  able  to 
affign  any  caufe  for  it.  On  the  tenth,  (he 
complained  of  colic  pains,  which  increas¬ 
ing  at  night,  were  accompanied  with 
vomitings.  On  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth, 
*  her  apothecary  bled  her  twice,  and  gave 
her  purging  medicines  and  clyfters,  but 
without  alleviating  the  fymptoms,  or  pro¬ 
curing 
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curing  a  ftool.  On  the  fourteenth,  at 
night,  being  defired  to  fee  her,  I  intreated 
the  favour  of  Dr.  Hack  to  vifit  her  with 

i 

me. 

We  found  her  in  great  torture,  with  the 
abdomen  much  fwollen,  and  were  very 
fenfihle  of  a  particular  hardnefs,  arid  oblong 
tumor  a  little  below  the  navel  on  the  right 
fide,  where  fhe  complained  of  great  pain.' 
There  was  no  appearance  of  this  tumor 
the  next  day.  Notwithftanding  the  fevere 
pains  which  fhe  felt,  fhe  had  neither  great 
heat  nor  thirft.  Her  pulfe  was  quick.  The 
hiccup  and  inceffant  vomitings  deprived 
her  entirely  of  reft. 

.*  ■'  ■*  • 

Bleedings,  anodyne  embrocations,  fo¬ 
mentations,  the  warm  bath,  laxative,  oily, 

«>  , 

and  purging  medicines  by  the  mouth,  emol¬ 
lient,  ftimulating,  and  even  tobacco-fmoke 
clyfters,  were  adminiftered,  but  without  pro¬ 
curing  relief.  She  died  on  the  fixteenth, 
after  extreme  bufferings,  particularly  fome 
hours  before  death. 

The  next  day,  the  body  was  opened  by 
Mr.  Barrow,  in  the  prefence  of  Dr.  Buck , 
Mr.  John  Hunter ,  and  myfelf.  In  the 

cavity 
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cavity  of  the  abdomen  was  found  floating 
fome  quantity  of  a  dirty-coloured  fluid. 

The  jejunum  and  He  on  were  greatly  dif- 
tended  with  air.  A  portion  of  the  omentum 
adhered  to  the  mefentery,  near  that  part 
where  the  ileon  terminates  in  the  or  cum. 
From  this  adhefion,  which  was  clofe  to  the 
fpine ,  there  ran  a  ligamentous  cord  or  procefs* 
about  two  inches  and  an  half  long,  une¬ 
qually  thick,  in  fome  places  not  thicker 
than  a  packthread,  which  by  its  other  ex¬ 
tremity  adhered  to  the  coats  of  the  ileoniy 
about  two  inches  above  the  caecum .  This 
cord  formed  a  circle  with  the  mefentery , 
large  enough  to  admit  a  hen’s  egg  to 
pals  through  it.  It  is  difficult  to  fay  in 
what  manner  it  had  happened  ;  but  the 
cord  had  formed  a  noofe,  which  included  a 
doubling  of  about  two  inches  of  the  lower 
end  of  the  ileon ,  and  was  drawn  fo  tight, 
that  it  not  only  put  a  flop  to  the  paf- 
fage  of  every  thing  through  the  bowels, 
and  brought  on  a  gangrene  of  the  ftrangu- 
lated  part,  but  it  had  even  cut  through  all 
the  coats  of  the  hit  eft  me  on  the  oppoiite 
fide  to  the  mefentery ,  and  had  made  an 

VoL-.  IV.  aperture 
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aperture  about  an  inch  long,  as  is  expreffed 
in  the  plates. 

Plate  I.  gives  a  view  of  the  intejline 
engaged  in  the  procefs  or  cord. 

Plate  II.  fhews  the  cord  after  the  perfo¬ 
rated  intejline  was  difengaged  from  it. 

The  dirty-coloured  fluid,  of  which  we 
took  notice  on  opening  the  abdomen ,  had 
probably  efcaped  through  this  aperture  of 
the  inteftine,  and  feemed  to  be  part  of  the 
liquors  and  medicines  which  fhe  had  taken* 

As  this  cord  was  attached  by  one  end  to 
the  mefentery ,  at  a  part  to  which  the 
omentum  adhered,  and  by  the  other  to  the 
ileony  Mr.  Hunter  imagined,  that  it 
might  have  been  originally  formed  by  an 
adhefion  of  the  omentum  to  both  the  mefen¬ 
tery  and  the  He  on.  He  has  fince  fliewn 
me  two  ligamentous  proceffes  fomewhat 
fimilar,  only  more  uniform  in  their  appear¬ 
ance.  The  one  was  attached  by  its  extre¬ 
mities  to  two  different  parts  of  the  fame 
inteftine ;  the  other,  to  the  intefine  and 
to  the  mefentery.  As  there  were  in  both 
cafes  evident  marks  of  preceding  inflam¬ 
mation,  it  is  probable  that  they  were 

formed 
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formed  flrft  by  an  inflammatory  adhefion 
of  the  parts,  and  then  by  a  fubfeqiient 
diftradtion  and  ftretching,  occafioned  by  the 
periftaltic  motion  of  the  inteftines,  and  by 
exercife. 

In  very  defperate  cafes  of  the  ileus,  it 
lias  been  recommended  by  fome  ancient 
authors  to  make  an  opening  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen ,  in  order  to  difeover, 
and  to  difengage  the  ftrangulated  intefi'ine ; 
and  fome  few  hiftories  j~  are  recorded  which 
feem  to  favour  this  practice.  It  is  evident 
that  our  patient  could  have  been  faved  by 
an  operation  of  this  kind  only,  and  that 

N 

too  performed  early  in  the  difeafe. 

But  what  are  the  fymptoms  by  which  we 
maybe  enabled  to  diftinguifli  this  particular 
Caufe  of  the  ileus  ?  We  had  only  fuch  in 
our  patient  as  appear  in  every  fevere  iliac 
paffion,  where  Ample  inflammation  inverts 
the  periftaltic  motion  of  the  mtejlines, 
and  produces  vomitings  with  conftipation, 
though  the  inteftinal  canal  may  continue 
all  the  while  pervious. 

*  Praxagoras.  Vide  Le  C'lerc  hiftoire  de  la  medicine, 
prem.  partie,  liv.  x.  chap.  6.  Paul  Barbette. 

d'  Cofterdyk  Schaacht. 

Bonet.  Sepulchr.  ed.  opt.  lib  ut.  fe£l.  i 

0^2  Was 
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Was  the  tumor  on  the  right  lide  of  the 
abdomen ,  when  we  firft  faw  her,  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  obftru&ion  from  this  caufe  ?  Was 
the  difappearance  of  this  tumor  the  next 
day,  owing  to  the  perforation  of  the  intejline 
fuffering  flatus ,  &c.  to  efcape  ?  How 

greatly  may  we  lament  the  want  of  fuch 
fymptoms  as  would  teach  us  to  diftinguifh 
this  caufe  of  the  difeafe  ?  And,  until  we 
know  fuch  as  point  it  out  with  precifion, 
we  fhall  not  be  warranted  in  recommend¬ 
ing  fo  painful  and  hazardous  an  operation 
as  gaflrotomy . 

Though  this  was  an  uncommon,  it  was 
not  a  fingular  cafe.  In  the  3d  and  4th 
vols.  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  French  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Surgery,  are  related  four  cafes  of 
the  ileus ,  owing  to  ftrangulation  from 
membranous  cords.  The  one,  the  moft 
fimilar  to  ours,  is  that  communicated  by 
Monfieur  Mofcati ,  in  the  3d  vol.  with  an 
engraving  of  the  difeafed  intejline .  The 
ligamentous  cord  adhered  by  its  extremities 
to  the  mefentery ,  and  to  the  coats  of  the 

e  * 

ikon ,  as  ours  did  ;  it  was  twilled  round 

two 
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two  arches  or  doublings  of  that  intejline , 
and  thus  produced  a  double  ftrangulation. 
The  three  other  hiftories  in  the  4th  volume, 
are  communicated  by  Monf.  Duvignan ,  de 
la  Faye ,  and  Maille ;  but  there  is  not  one 
fymptom  related  in  any  of  them,  which 
can  any  how  enable  us  to  deted  this  caufe 
of  the  ileus. 

Monf.  Duvignan  alone  mentions  a  frnall 
tender  fwelling  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
navel,  exadly  fimilar  in  fituation  to  that 
defcribed  in  our  patient.  Monf.  Hevin ,  in 
his  Hiftorical  Inquiry  into  the  different 
Caufes  of  the  Volvulus ,  and  how  far  gajlro- 
tomy  is  practicable  and  warrantable,  after 
fhewing  the  impoftibility  of  fuccefs  in  fome, 
and  the  great  uncertainty  in  all,  introduces 
the  four  cafes  juft  mentioned,  with  the 
following  remarks  : 

“  The  ftrangulation  formed  by  a  bridle, 
(C  which  ties  the  inteftinal  canal  like  a  real 
ct  ligature,  could  it  be  known,  w^ould  at 
u  once  determine  us  to  perform  gajlrotomy 
“  at  that  part  of  the  abdomen  pointed  out 
“  by  the  feat  -of  the  pain  which  preceded 
the  vomiting  :  as  in  fuch  a  cafe  nothing 

Q.  3  but 
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?  but  cutting  this  ligature  can  fave  the  life 
<4  of  the  patient.  But  unfortunately, 
u  (adds  he)  we  have  not  one  fign  whereby 
“  we  can  diftinguifh  this  very  uncommon 
“  caufe,  the  moft  fo,  certainly,  of  all  that 
u  variety  which  give  rife  to  the  iliac 
tc  pafhon 

The  above  remarks  are  equally  applicable 
to  that  no  lefs  obfcure,  fingular,  and  fatal 
ftrangulation  occafioned  by  the  intejline 
palling  through  a  perforation  of  the  7 nefen- 
tcry ,  as  defcribed  by  Monf.  Saucerotte  ‘f*, 
or  through  the  mefocolon ,  as  defcribed  by 
Profeffor  De  Haen 

*  Mpmoire  de  l’Academie  Royale  de  Chyrurgie,  tom.  iv. 
p.  23 

f  Ibid.  p.  230. 

|  De  Haen  ratio  medendi,  pars 

/  .  '  1  .< '  « 
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XVIII.  Remarks  on  the  Ufe  of  Balfams  in 
the  Cure  of  Confumptions ,  J.  Fothergill, 

M.  D.  F.  R .  5.  Read  16  th  October' 

,  /  * 

1769. 


To  the  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  in  London. 

•  ‘  *  '  * 


Gentlemen, 


SO  much  has  already  been  faid  by  dif¬ 
ferent  Authors  on  the  fubjed  of 
confumptions,  and  the  hiftory,  progrefs, 
and  ufual  methods  of  treatment,  are  fo 
well  known,  that  it  may  feem  almoft  pre- 
fumption  to  offer  any  remarks  to  you 
upon  this  difeafe.  And  indeed  fome  apo¬ 
logy  may  be  neceffary  when  I  acquaint  you, 
that  I  have  no  new  method  of  cure  to  pro- 

t 

pofe,  nothing,  I  fear,  that  will  conduce 
more  effectually  to  the  relief  of  this  dis¬ 
temper,  than  the  remedies  you  are  already 
acquainted  with.  My  view  in  fubmitting 
thefe  remarks  to  your  confideration,  and 
if  not  difapproved  by  you  to  the  public, 
chiefly  aims  at  preventing  inconveniences 

that  may  arife  to  confumptive  patieqts  by 

the 


I 


\ 
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the  ufe  of  fome  medicines  vulgarly  applied 
to  the  cure  of  pulmonary  difeafes,  and 
which,  under  certain  circumftances,  are  not 
'.only  unfuitable,  but  frequently  injurious. 

An  idea  that  all  balfams  are  healing,  and 
that  in  all  ulcers,  not  excepting  thofe  of  the 
lungs,  they  are  indicated,  has  fo  greatly 
prevailed,  that  to  doubt  of  its  propriety 
would  feem  to  betray  a  want  of  phyfica! 
knowledge.  Yet  I  cannot  but  fufpetft,  nay, 
more  than  ftifpedt,  that  this  idea  has  been 
the  means  of  precipitating  too  many  of 
thefe  unhappy  invalids  prematurely  to  their 
grave. 

The  term  balfamic ,  I  own,  includes  a 
vaft  variety  of  different  fubftances.  A 
folution  of fperma  cetiy  nay,  fometimes  oil 
mixed  with  water,  by  the  means  of  a  mu¬ 
cilage,  is  ftiled  by  fome  a  balfamic,  as  well 
as  a  folution  of  balfam  of  peru ,  copaivi ,  oli- 
banian ,  and  other  heating  refinous  bodies  ; 
but  there  is  a  vaft  difference  between  thefe. 
The  former,  if  free  from  rancidity,  are 
properly  emulfions  and  antacrid.  The 
latter  are  literally  balfamics,  all  of  which 
are  more  or  lefs  pungent  and  acrimonious. 

Let 

A  « 
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Let  us  juft  take  a  view  of  the  principal 
articles  of  this  kind  in  the  materia  medica , 
as  they  are  ranged  in  the  Pharmacopcca . 
They  are  chiefly  the  following:  Baljamum 
copaiva , — peruvianum ,  —  tolutanmn ,  — 
zoinum.  —  gummi  ammomacum ,  —  myrrh  a , 


— e  v  barium  9 — opobalfamum, —  fly  rax,  —  tcrc- 
bi.iihma .  The  officinal  preparations  arc, 
hag  1  mum  locate lli, — fulphuris ,  —  terebin- 
thin —  traumaticum .  Some  others  1  may 
perhaps  have  overlooked,  but  excepting 
the  guide  am,  maftiche  and  balfamum  guiaci- 


cuin ,  I  think  I  have  feen,  at  one  time  or 
other,  all  the  reft  made  ufe  of,  and  in  full 
dofes,  in  the  cure  of  confumptive  difeafes, 
where,  if  it  was  not  evident,  there  was 
at  leaft  ftrong  reafon  to  fufpedl  the  lungs 
were  ulcerated. 

For  the  fenfible  qualities  of  thefe  fub~ 
fiances,  I  fh all  appeal  to  Dr.  Lewis’s  hiftory 
of  the  materia  medica ,  and  to  the  fubftances 
themfelves,  and  from  thence  endeavour  to 
point  out  the  effects  they  are  moft  likely  to 
produce  on  the  human  body. 

Balfamum  copaiva ,  fays  Dr.  Lewis,  has  a 
hitteriih  biting  tafte,  not  very  intenfe,  but 

durable 


# 
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durable  in  the  mouth  ;  and  quotes  Fuller 
as  afierting  it  to  be  manifeftly  warm  and 

bitter ;  and  that  it  purges  when  taken  in  a 

•  •  , 

large  dofe,  viz.  two  or  three  drams.  This 
medicine,  however,  Fuller  recommends  in 

dry  deep  coughs,  coughing  up  of  blood  and 

#  » 

pus.  ' 

Balfamum  peruvianum  ;  a  very  hot  pun¬ 
gent  tafte  :  it  is  one  of  the  hoteft  of  the 
natural  balfams. 

Balfamum  tolutanum  has  an  agreeable 
warm  fweetifh  tafte,  very  flightly  pungent, 
and  not  accompanied  like  that  of  moft  of 
the  other  balfams,  with  any  naufeous  relifh. 

Benzoin  has  very  little  tafte,  imprefling 
on  the  palate  only  a  flight  fvveetnefs  :  it 
imparts  by  digeftion  to  water,  a  flight 
pungency. 

Ammonia  cum  has  a  naufeous  fweetifh 
tafte,  which  is  followed  by  a  bitter  one. 

Myrrha;  a  lightly  pungent,  very  bitter 
tafte;  naufeous  on  the  palate. 

Olibanum ;  a  bitterifh  fomewhat  pungent 
tafte. 

*  »  .  . 

Opobalfamum ;  a  bitter,  acrid,  aftringent 
tafte. 

V  i,  *  •  *  .  t 

Sty  rax ; 


i 
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Styrax;  of  a  mild  taftp,  of  no  great 
heat  or  pungency. 

Terebinthina  chia  ;  of  a  warm  pungent 
bitterifh  tafte  — All  the  turpentines  are  hot, 
ftimulating  corroborants  or  detergents.  So 
far  Dr.  Lewis. 

Balfamum  locatefli  is  compofed  of  oil,  two 
parts,  turpentine  and  wax,  each  one  part : 
it  participates  therefore  of  the  qualities  of 
the  turpentine  increafed  by  heat.  The  red 
fanders  only  give  it  colour,  and  feme  littlp 
fmell. 

Balfamum  fulphuris  is  a  pungent  acri¬ 
monious  liquor,  if  made  from  fulphur  only ; 
but  when  it  is  made  either  with  oil  of 
anife -feeds  or  turpentine,  the  heat  and  acri¬ 
mony  are  much  increafed. 

Balfamum  traumaticum  is  a  tinfture  of 
benzoin*,' ftyrax,  half  am  of  tolu ,  and  focotorine 
aloes  in  fpirits  of  wine.  From  the  nature 
of  the  ingredients  and  the  rnenfruum ,  it  is 
evidently  heating. 

An  opinion  feems  to  have  prevailed 
amongft  mankind  univerfally,  that  thefe 
Jdnd  of  gummi-refmous  fubftances  applied 

externally, 

•  *  ¥  * 
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externally,  promoted  the  healing  of  wounds 
and  ulcers  without  exception.  They  early 
found,  that  it  was  neceffary,  in  order  to 
heal,  to  defend  the  parts  affeded  from  the  ex¬ 
ternal  air.  That  the  juices  of  plants  alone, 
were  infufficient  to  form  a  plaftic  body, 
that  unduous  applications  eafily  melted,  but 
that  thefe  tenacious  yet  pliant  bodies  af¬ 
forded  the  moft  lafting  defence.  By  degrees 
they  apprehended  that  each  balfam  was 
endued  with  diftind  properties.  Hence 
they  began  to  form  numerous  compofitions, 
plaifters,  balfams,  ointments,  without  end, 
which  a  more  enlightened  furgery  has  at 
length  greatly  diminilhed. 

Remedies  which  appeared  to  affifl:  in 
healing  wounds  externally,  were  foon  ap¬ 
prehended  to  have  fimilar  effeds  internally 
adminiftered  in  difeafes  proceeding  from,  or 
•  attended  with  ulcerations,  or  in  wounds  of 
any  internal  parts  :  and  this  apprehenfion 
feems  to  have  introduced  thefe  and  many 
other  fubftances  fuppofed  to  be  poffeffed  of 
halfamic  qualities  into  the  train  of  phthi- 
fical  remedies,  in  all  degrees,  and  all  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  diftemper.  That  this  is  the 
i  fad, 
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fad,  I  doubt  not  but  you  are,  from  your 
own  obfervations,  very  fully  convinced. 

It  will  be  necelfary  to  examine  with  what 
propriety  thefe  ideas  have  been  adopted : 
Let  us  begin  with  obferving  what  e  feeds 
thefe  medicines  have  when  applied  exter¬ 
nally  ;  trace  them  cautioufly  in  internal 
application,  and  then  endeavour  to  judge 
impartially  of  their  real  virtues. 

Balfamics  and  vulneraries  are  nearly 
allied  in  our  conceptions  of  thefe  bodies* 
Subftances  that  warm  and  ftimulate  the 
folids,  and  prevent  a  tendency  to  putre- 
fcency  in  the  juices.  A  little  heat,  feme 
fmall  ftypticity,  fomething  agglutinant,  muft 
all  concur.  And  thefe  are  moflly  united  in 
the  balfams.  Some  containing  more,  feme 
lefs  of  thefe  refpedive  properties. 

If,  in  an  inflamed. ftate  of  an  ulcer, 
in  a  young  and  vigorous  conftitution,  a 
warm  ftimulating  gummy-rdin  is  applied, 
pain,  heat,  inflammation  will  enfue, 
fluxion  to  the  pained  part  will  be  great, 
a  very  confiderable  difcharge  will  follow, 
confiding  of  the  juices  emitted  from  the 
wounded  veffels,  and  the  veffels  themfelves 

diffolved 

\  >  ✓ 
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diffolved  by  heat  and  putrefcence.  If  thefe 
are  exceffive,  the  detriment  to  the  Tick 
will  be  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  the 
di (charge  and  the  part  affedted.  The  fame 
medicines  applied  to  a  cold,  ferous,  phleg- 
matical  habit,  in  an  advanced  age,  will 
be  juft  fufficient  perhaps  to  produce  fuch 
effects  as  would  be  deemed  perfectly  falu- 
tary  ;  that  is,  bring  on  a  proper  digeftion, 
the  foundation  of  a  perfect  cure. 

In  properly  tempering  the  heat  and  ftim  11- 
la  ting  qualities  of  balfamic  applications, 
and  adjufting  them  to  the  age,  habit,  and 
qualities  of  the  patient,  confifts  no  fmall 
part  of  the  {kill  neceffary  in  this  part  of 
furgery;  as  I  believe  will  be  allowed  by  the 
moft  experienced  of  that  faculty. 

Suppofmg  that  thefe  remedies  have  fimi- 
*  lar  effe&s  when  internally  exhibited,  what 
are  phyficians  to  expert  from  medicines 
endued  with  thefe  properties  in  ulcerations 
of  the  lungs  ? 

If  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  pafs  the 
ftomach,  and  other  offices  of  digeftion 
unaltered,  will  they  not  produce  the  like 
effe&s  ?  Certainly  they  will.  They  will 

ftimulate ; 
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ftimulate ;  and  this,  in  a  great  degree,  in 
proportion  to  their  fenfible  qualities  :  For  we 
know  of  very  few  fubftances  that  difcover 
much  adivity  on  the  organs  of  fmell  and 
tafte,  which  do  not  quicken  the  pulfe ;  and 
whatever  quickens  the  pulfe,  occafions  a 
quicker  tranfit  of  the  blood  through  the 
lungs  ;  and  consequently,  the  motion  of 
this  organ  is  more  frequently  reiterated. 

If  the  medicine  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  any 
Specific  effed  on  the  difeafed  part,  it  muft 
be  to  produce  the  effeds  already  enume¬ 
rated.  If  the  fubjed  is  young  and  vigo¬ 
rous,  the  difcharge  of  fluids,  and  dilTo- 
lution  of  the  Solids  will  be  in  proportion 
to  the  adivity  and  heat  of  the  medicine, 
and  the  temperament  of  the  Sufferer. 

I  am  not  more  averfe  to  Speculative  dif- 

.  •  '  *  * 

quifltions,  which  have  only  for  their  objed 
the  eftablifhment  of  an  opinion,  than  you 
are.  But  I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  have 
patience  with  me  in  thefe  refearches.  It 
requires  perhaps  much  more  abilities  than 
X  am  mafter  of,  to  eradicate  even  a  trifling 
error  once  received  :  But  this  I  think  of 
fome  magnitude. 


It 
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It  fecms  not  improbable,  but  that  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  fome  healing  qualities  refident  in 
this  clafs  of  medicines,  may  have  been 
ftrongly  impreffed  on  the  minds  of  many 
perfons  who  praaile  phyfic,  from  the  inju¬ 
dicious  encomiums  given  of  many  fuch* 
kind  of  drugs  and  compofitions,  by  fome 
of  the  difpenfatory  writers*  Fuller’s  com¬ 
mendation  of  the  balfam  of  copaivi  in  fuch 
a  tendency  to  inflammation,  as  mud  cer¬ 
tainly  accompany  a  dry  deep  cough,  or 
coughing  up  of  blood  and  pus,  muft  unA 
doubtedly  have  made  fuch  impreffions,  and 
may  ferve  as  one  inftance,  among  many 
others  that  might  be  adduced,  of  the  dan¬ 
gerous  tendency  of  indiferiminate  praife. 
1  do  not  produce  this  inftance  of  Fuller’s, 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Lewis,  as  including  this 
gentleman  in  the  cenfure.  Dr.  Lewis  pro^ 
duces  it  only  as  Fuller’s  dodxine,  which 

rnoft  certainly  deferves  reprehenfion,  as  a 

. 

medicine  fo  pungent  and  heating,  cannot 
be  fuppofed  fafe,  much  lefs  beneficial,  in  a 
difeafe  that  requires  a  very  different  treat¬ 
ment. 
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From  all  attentive  confideration  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  clafs  of  medicines  has 
probably  been  introduced  into  the  curd  of 
pulmonary  difeafes,  it  feems  to  me,  that 
an  opinion  of  their  virtues  and  efficacy  in 
healing  external  wounds  and  ulcers,  opened 
a  way  for  their  admiffion  internally  for 
fimilar  purpofes  ;  but  how  well  or  ill  this 
opinion  is  founded,  that  medicines  capable 
of  heating,  ftimulating,  quickening  the 
pulfe,  are  likely  to  abate  heat,  and  leflen 
irritation,  upon  which  the  healing  of  all 
internal  ulcers  greatly  depend,  I  think  will 
appear  from  the  preceding  remarks. 

And  if  we  take  a  concife  view  of  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  the  phthifis  pulmonalis 
we  fhall  perhaps  be  more  confirmed  in  our 
fentiments,  that  all  medicines  poffefled  of 
heating  ftimulating  qualities,  are  in  gene¬ 
ral  improper  in  the  treatment  of  it. 

This  difeafe,  for  the  moft  part,  takes 
its  rife  from  fome  accidental  cold  occa¬ 
sioning  a  cough.  This  cough  negleff- 
ed,  by  its  frequency  and  force,  confirm- 
the  inflammatory  tendency  that  firft  feized 
fome  particular  point  of  the  lungs.  Thefe 
Vol.  IV.  R  ,  fymptoms 
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fymptoms  being  neither  attended  with  pain* 
much  fever,  or  lofs  of  appetite  or  ftrength  at 
firft,  are  ftill  farther  neglected,  till  by  their 
violence,  fome  portion  of  the  lungs  is  fo  far 
affedted,  as  to  become  unfit  for  the  ufe  of 
circulation ;  the  inflamed  veffels  being 
either  diffolved  into  pus,  or  forming  with 
the  juices  they  contain  a  fcirrhus ,  or  other 
immoveable  obftrudtion. 

If  this  obftrudtion  is  fmall,  perhaps  it 
remains  without  much  increafe,  if  proper 
care  is  taken,  during  the  patient’s  life.  If 
it  is  large,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of 
the  lungs  is  affedted,  the  difeafe  is  every 
moment  increafed,  whether  it  be  inflam¬ 
mation  tending  to  fuppuration,  or  to  form 
a  fcirrhous  hardnefs,  and  thereby  rendering 
a  portion  of  the  lungs  impervious :  For  as 
the  fame  quantity  of  blood  mull  neceflarily 
pafs  through  the  lungs,  now  a  part  is  ob- 
ftrudted,  as  was  v/ont  to  do  in  time  of 
health  through  the  whole,  it  is  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive,  that  the  adtion  and  readtion  of  the 
fluids  and  folids,  muft  be  increafed  more 
than  confifts  with  the  fafety  of  this 

orgah ; 
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organ;  and  this  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
and  fituation  of  the  part  affe&ed. 

And  hence  in  part  proceed  thofe  flufhings 
in  the  cheeks,  that  heat  in  the  palms  of  the 
hands,  or  feet,  or  both,  which  are  generally 
perceptible  in  confumptive  perfons,  in  the 
early  periods  of  this  diftemper;  and  which 
accompany  them  throughout,  only  as  they 
feem  at  length  obliterated  by  more  grievous 
fufferings. 

I  omit  to  take  notice  of  the  many  other 
caufes  that  produce  confumptions  :  For 
when  once  a  Angle  point  of  the  lungs  is 
obftruded,  or  the  fmallefl:  ulcer  formed, 

•  s  •  '  / 

the  difeafe  becomes  alike  formidable,  the 
age  and  habit  of  the  patient,  and  the  de¬ 
gree  of  inflammation  or  ulceration  being 
the  fame,  whatever  may  be  the  caufe. 

If  then  from  the  Arft  beginning  of  this 
difeafe  to  its  conclufion,  the  momentum  of 
the  blood  in  the  lungs  becomes  greater  in 
proportion  to  the  obftruction,  and  that 
the  effect  of  this  increafed  momentum  is  an 
increafe  of  the  obftrudtion ;  and  as  the  medi¬ 
cines  above-mentioned  have  a  tendency,  fome 
more  fome  lefs,  according  to  their  different 

R  2  degrees 
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degrees  of  activity,  to  increafe  this  mo - 
mentum ,  ought  we  not  to  be  extremely 
diffident  in  applying  them  in  fuch  cafes, 
by  whatever  authority  they  are  recom¬ 
mended  ? 

Perhaps  it  will  be  alleged,  that  balfams, 
in  certain  ftages  of  this  difeafe,  efpecially 
where  there  is  a  manifeft  ulceration,  and 
great  quantities  of  pus  are  formed,  mu  ft 
be  of  ufe  as  antifeptics.  I  will  not  deny 
but  they  may  be  pofleffed  of  this  property, 
as  moft  heating  aromatics  and  bitters  feem 
to  be.  But  fuppofing  the  whole  of  this  anti- 
feptic  efficacy  could  be  conveyed  unimpair¬ 
ed  to  the  part  affedted  through  all  the 
changes  they  are  liable  to  in  the  courfe  of 
digeftion,  ftill  they  would  be  adtive  ftimu- 
lants;  and  whatever  effedt  they  might  have 
on  the  juices,  would  ftimulate  the  folids  to 
more  frequent  and  injurious  contractions. 

It  is  moft  probable,  however,  that  much 
of  this  heating  quality  is  expended  before 
it  reaches  the  part  affedted ;  whilft  it  is 
evident,  that  moft,  if  not  all  the  ftimu- 
lating  tribe  of  medicines,  whatever  effedfc 
they  produce  on  certain  parts,  as  the  cantha - 

rides 
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rides  on  the  urinary  paflages  ;  yet  exert  a 
part  of  their  adive  qualities  on  the  nerves 
near  which  they  pafs,  fo  as  in  fome  degree 
to  accelerate  the  motion  of  the  blood. 

Should  it  be  farther  alleged,  that  reafon- 
ing  is  in  vain  where  many  fads,  much 
authority,  and  general  ufage  is  againfl 
me,  I  admit  the  full  force  of  this  allega¬ 
tion  ;  allow  that  many  fads  as  ftrong  as 
Fuller’s  may  perhaps  be  produced.  But 
as  I  well  know  the  difficulty  of  afcertain- 
ing  the  effed  of  any  medicine  by  juft  expe¬ 
riments,  I  cannot  but  doubt  at  leaft  of  the 
inferences,  when  my  own  fenfes  and  dfl- 
paffionate  reafoning  are  againft  them.  I 
am  not  unacquainted  with  the  influence  of 
general  prejudice,  nor  with  the  difficulties 
that  oppofe  themfelves  to  us,  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  furmount  them.  Early  prepofleffions 
confirmed  by  general  conformity  of  opi¬ 
nion,  in  favour  of  balfams,  cannot  foon  be 
changed  or  eradicated. 

All  that  I  hope  for  from  this  eflay,  is, 
to  put  young  praditioners  upon  their  guard 
in  refped  to  thefe  kind  of  medicines  in  the 
treatment  of  confumptions.  I  think  I  have 

R  3  feen 
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feen  much  detriment  arifing  from  themt 
and  very  feldom  any  benefit.  I  believe  the 
pradice  was  firfl  adopted  on  miftaken  prin-? 
ciples,  and  followed  too  generally  without 
confideration.  And  it  feems  not  improbable, 
but  the  ancient  pradice  of  embalming, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  principally 
performed  by  the  means  of  balfams,  may 
have  contributed  not  a  little  towards  efta~ 
blifhing  a  general  prepoffeffion  in  their 
favours,  and  that  many  might  infer  from, 
their  efficacy  in  preferring  dead  bodies, 
they  were  endued  with  properties  capable 
of  preventing  the  corruption  or  decay  of 
the  living« 
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XIX.  A  Defence  of  Sydenham  \r  Method  of 
treating  the  Meafles .  By  Thomas  Dick- 

fort,  M.  D . 

WHEN  a  medical  writer,  whofe  can¬ 
dour  and  (kill  have  obtained  great 
credit  with  the  public,  is  attacked  for  not 
having  rightly  underftood  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  any  dileafe,  which  he  has  de- 
fcribed  ;  it  becomes  our  duty  to  inveftigate 
the  merits  of  fuch  accufation  :  For  other- 
wife,  by  fupinely  admitting  it,  a  fufpicion 
will  naturally  arife  againft  every  other  part 
of  his  works  which  have  not  been  fo  criti¬ 
cally  examined.  But  this  duty  becomes 
■ftill  more  requifite  if  another  man  of  great 
eminence  fhall  be  the  accufer,  plume  himfelf 
with  the  other’s  feathers,  and  be  able  to 
perfuade  the  world  that  they  are  his  own. 
I  mean  to  apply  what  has  been  faid  to  Dr» 
Mead ,  who,  in  my  opinion,  has  unwarrant¬ 
ably  cerifured  Sydenham'* s  practice  with 
regard  to  blood-letting  in  the  cure  of  the 
rneafles,  and  unjuftly  gained  reputation  at 

II  4  Syden - 
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Sydenham's  expence.  At  the  fame  time, 
however,  that  I  endeavour  to  juftify  Syden¬ 
ham's  pradice,  I  wiih  to  fteer  clear  of 

offending  againft  the  memory  of  fuch  an 

/  \ 

elegant  writer  as  Dr.  Mead ,  whofe  manners 
and  liberality  added  dignity  to  his  profeffion. 

Sydenham  and  Mead  exprefs  themfelves 
fo  clearly  that  I  fliall  endeavour  to  quote 
their  own  words  as  much  as  poffible  with¬ 
out  tranflating  them.  The  charge  brought 
againft  Sydenham  by  Mead  ( L .  de  VarioUs  <&> 
Morbillis ,  c.  vi.  p.  89  and  90.)  is  as  follows: 
“  Saspe  igitur  mirari  foleo  fagaeiffirnum  at- 
que  experientiflimum,  quem  faspius  laudavi 
medicum  non  prsecepiffe,  ut  in  ipfo  jlatim 
morbi  principio  detraheretur  fanguis,  hanc 
vero  medicinam  ita  neglexijfe ,  ut  fub  jinem 
morbi  folum  ubi  regimen  et  medicamenta 
^alidiora  fpirandi  difficultatem  ac  tuffim  in- 
tuliffent,  adhiberet.  ?  .  .  .  Sedmag- 

nus  alioquin  vir  •venia  dignus  videtur , 
quoniam  iis  temporibus  a  fanguinis  miffione 
in  febribus  iftis,  quae  conjynda  fecum  ferunt 
exanthemata ,  idque  maxime  in  puerisy  quos 
prascipue  corripit  hoc  genus  aegritudinis 

i 

medici  abhor  rebant «  ne  fcilicet  ea 

*  , .  y  •.  < 

eruption! 
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eruptloni  per  cutim  faciendas  obftaret.  At 
metum  iftum  vanum  fuifle  ex  eo  apparet, 
quod  rem  longe  fecus  evenire  certiffimum 
eft.” 

Before  anfwering  the  various  charges 
againft  Sydenham  in  this  quotation,  of  not 
ordering  blood-letting  in  the  beginning  of 
the  difeafe,  of  neglecting  it  fo  much  that 
he  only  prefcribed  it  towards  the  end,  when 
a  hot  regimen  had  brought  on  a  difficulty 
of  breathing,  &c.  I  beg  leave  to  premife  one 
thing,  that  blood-letting  does  by  no  means 
‘appear  to  have  been  neceflary  in  the  epi¬ 
demic  of  1670,  for  Sydenham ,  after  defcrib- 
ing  the  cooling  regimen,  which  he  directed, 
exprefsly  fays,  “  rarijjime  perit  qui  hoc  utitur 
regimme  ”  Syd.  op.  ed.  1676.  p.  276.  I11 

the  epidemic  meafles  of  1 674,  which  were 
anomalous,  and  appear  to  have  been  of  a 
more  inflammatory  kind,  Sydenha?n  gives 
an  account,  p.  3  38.  of  fix  or  feven  of  the 
Counteis  of  Salisbury's  children  palling 
eafily  through  them  without  bleeding,  and 
mentions  this  as  an  example  of  his  general 
method.  Wherefore  then  is  Sydenham  to  be 
blamed  becaufe  he  did  not  order  blood  to 

be 
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be  taken  away  from  his  patients  when  they 
recovered  eafily  without  it  ? 

It  is  not  however  true,  that  Sydenham 
neglected  blood-letting  fo  much  in  this 
difeafe  as  Dr.  Mead  imagined,  for  the  cafe 
of  Mrs.  B  arrington\  fervant  {hews  the 
contrary,  “  Quod  (p.  279.)  de  horum  fymp- 
tomatum  morbillis  decedentibus  fuperve- 
nientium  curatione  jam  diximus,  nonnun- 
quam  eifdem  Jiorentibus  poteft  competere,  ft 
nimirum  artificiali  fi  fas  eft  dicere  et  adfci-* 
titio  calori  ea  debeantur.  Hoc  anno  1670 
famulam  Domini  Ann <z  Barrington ,  hoc 
morbo  labor ant em,  una  cum  febre,  dyfpnoea, 
maculifque  pur  pur  eis  corpus  omne  deturpan- 
tibus,  aliifque  fymptomatis  quamplurimis 
periculofiflimis  medicus  invifebam ;  cum 
regimini  et  medicamentis,  quss  fatis  multa 
ufurpaverat,  calidioribus  ifta  omnia  tribue- 
rem,  fanguinem  e  Brachio  extrahendum  cu - 

ravi,  et  ptifanam  pedoralem  atque  refrige- 
rantem  fepe  affumendam  praefcripfi,  quo¬ 
rum  ope  et  regiminis  fimul  temperatioris 
et  maculae  atque  alia  omnia  fymptomata 
pedetentim  evanGfcebant.5’ 
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The  apology  which  Dr.  Mead  makes  for 
Sydenham's  having  neglected  bleeding  early 
in  this  difeafe,  is  very  wonderful.  See  the 
above  quotation  from  Dr.  Mead ,  where  he 
afcribes  the  caufe  of  this  negled  to  the  great 
averfion  of  phyficians  at  that  time  to  take 
away  blood,  and  efpecially  from  children  in 
eruptive  fevers.  The  reafon  here  affigned 
is  fo  unjuft,  as  will  immediately  be  £hewn, 
that  I  muft  apologize  for  Dr.  Mead's  error, 
by  fuppoftng  that  he  wrote  from  memory, 
which  at  the  time  of  life  when  he  wrote  this 
book  might  moft  likely  fail  him.  Syden¬ 
ham  was  fo  little  tainted  with  the  prejudices 
which  any  of  his  contemporary  phyficians 
might  entertain  againft  bleeding  of  chil¬ 
dren,  and  in  eruptive  fevers  too,  that  he 
takes  very  great  pains  to  obviate  them, 
even  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Meafles.  The 
following  quotations  will  put  this  matter 
beyond  any  fhadow  of  a  doubt.  “  Si  autem 
(Syd.  op.  p.  277  and  278.)  seger  a  cardia- 
vorum  vel  regiminis  jufto  calidiorum  ufu, 
yel  morbillis  adhuc  vigentibus ,  vel  poft 
porum  difceflum  (quod  magis  eft  familiare) 
7  febre 
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febre  vehementi  atque  dyfpnoea,  aliifque 
accidentibus,  qualia  peripneumonicos  folent 
affligere,  in  vitae  difcrimen  adducatur,  fe- 
liciffimo  femper  eventu,  vel  tenerrimorum 
infantum  *venas  in  Brachio  fecui,  edu£ta 
ea  fanguinis  quantitate,  quam  aetas  virefque 
indicarent.  Quandoque  etiam  urgente 
morbo  phlebotomiam  iter  are  haud  fum  veri- 
tus.  Profe&o  haud  paucos  infantes  hoc 
ftatim  fymptomate  enecandos  ....  miflo 
fanguine  eripui.  Infantibus  autem  accidit 
illud  port  morbillorum  receffum,  quibus  ita 
eft  exitiale,  ut  inter  praecipuos  parcarum 
miniftros  jure  habeatur,  plures  jugulans 
quam  vel  ipfae  Variolae ;  necdum  mihi  vifus 
eft,  qui  certd  alia  methodo  eidem  potuit 
occurrere.  Quin  et  diarrhoea,  quam  mor- 
billos  excipere  diximus,  venaefe&ione  pari- 

ter  fanatur. - Neque  eft  cur  quis  miretur 

me  in  teneris  infantibus ,  venaefe<ftionem 
inftituendam  fuadere,  cum  fanguis  quantum 
ego  hatftenus  potuerim  obfervare,  haud 
minus  tutb  ex  eorum  venis,  quam  ex  adul- 
torum  extrahatur.  Et  profe&o  ita  eft  ilia 
neceffaria ,  ut  nec  fymptomati  memorato, 
nec  aliis  quibufdam  quae  infantibus  accidere 

folent, 
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folent,  omijfa  phlebotomia  certo  mederi  va- 
leamus,  &c. 

Every  perfon  muft,  I  think,  now  be  con- 
vinced  that  Sydenham  would  have  ordered 
blood-letting  in  every  cafe  and Jlage  of  the 
?neajles ,  where  it  could  be  ufeful,  and  with¬ 
out  any  regard  to  the  age  of  the  patient. 
It  is  well  known  too,  that  he  did  not  fcruple 
to  bleed  in  the  fmall-pox  at  the  beginning 
when  he  faw  occafion  for  it,  and  in  the 
introduction  to  the  account  of  his  method 
of  cure  of  the  mealies,  informs  us  that 
they  are  to  be  treated  much  in  the  fame 
way  with  the  fmall-pox. 

I  heartily  wifh  that  Dr*  Mead  had  omit¬ 
ted  the  following  {lory,  as  it  tends  to  leave 
an  impreffion  on  his  reader  that  is  unjufl: 
and  unfavourable  to  the  great  Sydenhain . 
“  Vereor  ( Mead  de  Var.  et  MorbilL  p.  94. 
ed.  1 747-)  profedlo  ne  famam  aucupari 
videar  narratione  fequenti ;  liceat  tamen 
mihi,  quoniam  ad  rem  facit  et  priora  con - 
firmat ,  illam  exponere.  Annis  fere  quadra- 
ginta  abhinc  graflabantur  in  urbe  noftra 
morbilli,  ita  ut  ipfis  variolis  elfent  perni- 
ciofiores.  Convenit  me  tunc  temporis  me- 

dicus 
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dicus  quidam  celeberrimus,  rogans  ut  quam 

tenerem  in  hoc  morbo  raedendi  viam  vel- 
lem  cum  ipfo  communicare.  Qucero  igitur 
num  fanguinem  detrahi  juffiffet  ?  Minime 
refpondet,  nam  rarifime  id  fecit  Syden - 
hamus *  Quare  'ut  Temper  in  principio,  vel 
fi  ferius  advocaretur,  primo  quoque  tem¬ 
pore  fecari  venam  juberet,  fuadeo.  Perip- 

/ 

neumoniam  enim,  inquam,  conjunftam 
fecum  fert  hie  morbus,  cui  non  alia  via 
occurri  pojfe  ipfe  optime  iciret.  Non  ita 
multo  poft  acceffit  ad  me  gratias  agens  pro 
confilio,  feque  Gmnes  ad  unum ,  quos  hoc  modo 
curaffet,  periculo  eripuifle  affirmans.  Exillo 
tempore  ita  increbuit  ifta  medicina  ut  etiam 
pharmacopoeis  noftris  bene  nota  fit,55 

From  the  preceding  narration,  I  fuppofe* 
it  is  that  Dr.  Taylor ,  in  his  Elogium  of  Dn 
Mead  [Or at,  Harv .  p.  28.)  fays,  that  Mead 
was  the  firft  perfon  who  difeovered  the 
meafles  to  be  of  the  peripneu?no?iic  genus, 
and  in  a  note  p.  64  adds,  that  Sydenham 
did  not  fufficiently  underhand  this  difeafei 
A  formal  refutation  of  this  bold  affertion 

of 

^  V  - 
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of  Dr.  Taylor  will  not  be  required  by  any 
attentive  reader  of  Sydenham ,  wherefore  to 
have  barely  mentioned  it  may  be  deemed 
fufficient. 


1 
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XX.  A  Defence  of  Sydenham's  Hiftory  of 

i  -  * 

the  MeafleSy  againjl  Morton,  by  Thomas 
Dickfon,  M .  D . 

THE  celebrated  Morton ,  in  the  Ap¬ 
pendix  to  his  Pyretologia ,  relates, 
that  the  epidemical  mealies  of  1672,  proved 

fo  fatal  in  the  autumnal  months ,  that  about 

* 

three  hundred  died  of  them  rweekly ;  whence 
his  readers  might  infer,  that  about  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  per  fens  had  fallen 
victims,  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  three  months, 
to  the  peculiar  malignancy  of  that  fpecies 
of  the  mealies*  As  we  have  no  authentic 
accounts  of  fo  many  deaths  in  the  fame 
time  from  any  other  difeafe,  (the  plague 
excepted)  my  curiofity  was  excited  to  exa¬ 
mine  how  far  this  extraordinary  piece  of 
medical  hiftory  could  be  fupported  by  other 
evidence.  Morton  himfelf  firft  railed  a 
fufpicion  with  regard  to  the  truth  of  the 
fad ;  for,  in  the  fecond  part  of  his  Pyre - 
tologia ,  where  he  again  relates  the  ftory, 
he  exprefles  himfelf  in  fo  loofe  a  manner, 
as  only  to  fay,  that  after- the  year  1670,  he 

remembered 
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i'emembered  the  number  already  mentioned 
to  have  died  weekly ,  without  fpecifying,  as 
before,  the  particular  year  or  feafon  when 
they  were  fo  mortal.  Upon  inquiry,  I  am 
fatisfied,  that  Mortons  account  ought  not 
to  be  credited ;  wherefore  it  behoves  me  to 
affign  my  reafons  for  fuch  difbelief,  and  to 
do  this  I  think  that  I  have  no  difficult  talk  ; 
for,  by  a  late  publication,  intitled,  A  coU 
lellion  of  the  yearly  bills  of  mortality ,  from 
1657  to  1758,  it  appears,  that  the  wffiole 
number  of  perfons  who  died  of  the  meafles 
in  1672,  were  118,  in  the  preceding  year 
only  fevefi,  and  in  1673,  not  more  than 
fifteen  If  any  degree  of  credit  is  to  be 
given  to  the  colleliion  juft  quoted,  (which 
we  know  to  have  been  publiflied  by  accu¬ 
rate  and  judicious  men)  Morton's  ftory  muft 

be  regarded  as  fabulous.  Inftead  of  300 

\ 

dying  weekly  for  three  months  together ,  we 
find  at  the  mofl  only  1 18  for  the  whole  year . 

And  in  this  inftance,  can  Morton's  account 

(  -  :•  ' 

-  * 

*  The  numbers  here  mentioned  are  the  more  to  be  trad¬ 
ed,  as  during  thefe,  and  feveral  fubfequent  years,  the 
meafles  made  a  dlitinft  article,  and  were  not  mixed  with 
the  chicken-pox,  Sc c.  as  has  been  often  the  cafe. 

Vol.  IV. 
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be  put  upon  an  equal  footing  of  credit  with 
the  public  bills  of  mortality  ? 

If,  upon  this  occafion,  the  bills  of  mor¬ 
tality  flood  in  need  of  authenticity,  the 
great  Sydenham  might  be  brought  to  their 
aid.  It  is  to  me  a  mofl  plcafing  circumftance, 
to  find  fuch  an  exaft  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  them  and  his  hiftory.  They  inform 
us,  that  in  the  year  1670,  295  people 
died  of  the  meafles,  and  no  fewer  in  1674 
than  795*.  Sydenham  fays,  that  they  were 
epidemic  in  both  thefe  years,  and  admirably 
defcribes  both  forts,  the  laft  of  which  was 
accompanied  with  worfe  Symptoms.  It 
Seems  remarkable  too,  that  the  number  of 
thofe  who  died  of  the  anomalous  fpecies 
(as  they  are  called  by  Sydenham)  of  1674, 
is  the  grcateft  to  be  met  with  in  any  year 
before  or  Since  in  the  bills  which  I  have 

i  !  * 

feen,  except  in  1742,  when  it  amounted 
to  98 1  *,  which  is  but  little  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  thofe  who  (according  to  Morton's 
account)  died  in  the  autumnal  months  of 

*  ) 

1 

*  It  would  Teem  from  the  bills  of  mortality,  that  in  thi* 
number  of  98 1 ,  are  contained  thofe  who  died  of  the  chicken- 
pox,  rath.  See. 

8  i67-> 
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1672.  Morton  appears  to  have  been  unfor¬ 
tunate  likewife  in  fixing  upon  the  autum¬ 
nal  months  as  the  feafon  of  fuch  great 
mortality ;  for  Sydenham  [Syd.  op .  edit .  1676, 
p.272.  and  273.)  informs  ijs,  that  both  the 
epidemics  which  he  defcribed,  began  in 
January,  and  ended,  or  nearly  fo,  with  the 
fummer  folftice.  And  can  it  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  lift  mentioned  Author,  who  pro- 
fefiedly  writes  the  hiftory  of  the  epidemics 
of  a  great  many  years,  including  this,  could 
have  omitted  fuch  a  remarkable  circum- 
ftance  as  the  variation  of  the  feafon  in 
which  the  meafles  prevailed  moft  ?  Surely 
not;  and  indeed,  Sydenham's  total  filence 
on  fuch  a  dreadful  epidemic,  had  it  ever 
exifted,  is  to  me  inconceiveable.  Morton , 
who  did  not  publifh  the  firft  part  of  his 
book  till  1692,  viz.  twenty  years  after  the 
date  of  the  fuppofed  fad:,  and  when  Syden¬ 
ham  was  dead,  might  eaiily  be  impofed  on 
by  the  vague  accounts  which  he  had  heard* 
He  certainly  had  never  confulted  the  bills 
of  mortality,  other  wife  he  mull  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  account  for  the  amazing  difa- 
greeinent  between  them  and  the  account  he 

S  2  has 
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lias  given.  A  medical  hiftory,  founded  on 
dubious  or  falfe  fads,  is  moft  likely  to  mifc 
lead  our  judgment  of  difeafes ;  wherefore, 
the  detection  of  even  hiftorical  errors  in 
phyfic  is  important  ;  and  efpecially,  as  it 
checks  our  impetuofity  in  forming  hafty 
fyftems  on  the  authority  of  others.  Thefe 
remarks  on  Morton. ,  however,  are  chiefly 
meant  as  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  *Sy- 
denhani* s  hiftory  of  the  meafles,  and  feem  a 
neeeflary  fupplement  to  my  former  paper 
in  defence  of  his  method  of  treating  that 
difeafe. 


XXI.  A 

*  >  .  .  *.  .  ’  ' 
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\  i  . % 

XXI.  A  Cafe  of  the  Csefarean  Section  ;  by 
William  Cooper,  M.  D .  communicated  by 
Dr.  Hunter.  Read  1769. 

*  Sir, 

IF  you'fhould  think  the  following  cafe 
merits  the  attention  of  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  I  beg  that  you  will  do  me  the  honour 
of  laying  it  before  them. 

Martha  Rhodes ,  aged  23  years,  much 
deformed,  being  only  about  four  feet  four 
inches  high,  her  back  very  hollow,  her 
hips  narrow,  and  lower  extremities  crooked, 
was  married  in  O&ober  1768,  and  mifcar- 
ried  the  Chriftmas  following.  She  became 
foon  afterwards  a  fecond  time  pregnant, 
and  was  attacked  with  labour  pains  on 
Friday  morning  the  20th  of  October  1769, 
about  the  time  her  reckoning  expired. 
The  pains  were  but  trifling,  until  about 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  fame 
day,  when  the  membranes  broke  and  the 
waters  came  away.  Afterwards  the  pains 
increafed  confiderably ;  •  and  continuing 
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cation  of  the  labour  .  being  in  the  leaft 
advanced,  Mrs.  North ,  the  midwife  who 
attended  her,  fent  for  me. 

I  went  immediately,  found  the  patient’s 
flrength  not  diminished,  her  pulfe  good, 
and  the  pains  rather  ftrong.  Upon  intro¬ 
ducing  my  finger  into  the  •vagina ,  the 
firft  thing  which  prefented  itfelf  to  the 
touch,  was  an  unufual  projection  of  the  os 
facrum  and  inferior  vertebra  lurnborum , 
which  being  extremely  prominent,  had 
very  much  the  feel  of  a  child’s  head. 
This  protuberancy  approached  fo  near  to 
the  fymphyfis  of  the  offa  pubis ,  that  I  was 
only  able  to  pafs  one  finger  between  them. 
By  thefe  means,  however,  I  found  the  os 
tinea  to  be  high  up,  foft,  and  eafily  dilatable, 
although  very  little  dilated.  The  parts 
were  not  particularly  tender ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  having  prefled  the  perinaum  back¬ 
wards,  and  introduced  my  finger  during  a 
pain,  as  far  as  I  poffibly  could  within  the 
os  uteri ,  I  juft  perceived  fomething  that  felt 
like,  and  afterwards  proved  in  reality  to  be 
the  head  of  the  child ;  which  not  advancing, 

feemed 
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feemed  to  be  the  only  caufe  of  the  os  uteri 
remaining  in  the  undilated  date. 

The  pelvis  appeared  to  me  to  be  fa 
narrow,  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to 
bring  the  child  away,  even  by  embryotomy  : 
I  therefore  apprehended  that  the  ctfarean 
feclion  was  the  only  refource,  although  a 
very  doubtful  one,  for  affording  either 
mother  or  child  a  poflibility  of  efcaping 
with  their  lives.  As  the  cafe  was  thus 
fmgular  and  important,  I  immediately  call¬ 
ed  in  Dr.  John  Ford ,  and  Dr.  Cog  an. 
When  thefe  gentlemen  had  examined  the 
ftate  of  the  parts,  they  were  clearly  con¬ 
vinced  of  its  being  exactly  as  I  have  above 
defcribed.  However,  as  the  patient’s 
ftrength  continued  good,  we  thought  it  ad- 
vifable  to  appoint  another  meeting,  and 
to  invite  fome  other  eminent  practitioners 
in  midwifery  to  a  confultation  about  what 
was  mod  advifable  in  a  cale  that  happily 
fo  feldom  occurs.  I11  the  mean  time,  we 
ordered  her  two  grains  of  opium  to  be  taken 
immediately,  and  repeated,  if  neceflary, 
fx  hours  afterwards,  which  had  the  deiired 


efteCts  of  greatly  mitigati 
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affording  her  at  times  fome  comfortable 
fleep. 

At  the  time  appointed,  befides  thofe 

✓ 

above  named,  the  following  gentlemen, 
amongft  others,  attended,  viz.  Doftors  Hei-* 
iieken,  Wathen ,  Mackenzie ,  Orme>  and  alfo, 
Meffrs.  Thomfon ,  Hunter ,  Hevcfon ,  Maclau - 
rz’/z,  Loader,  &c.  furgeons.  After  a  proper 
examination,  they  were  unanimous  in  their 
opinion,  that  the  cafe  was  as  before  defcrib- 
ed,  and  that  the  c afar e an  feffiion  or  hyfte- 
rotomy ,  although  extremely  dangerous  and 
uncertain,  was  yet  the  only  expedient  for 
affording  a  poffibility  of  preferving  either 
of  the  lives  ;  melius  eft  enim  anccps  remedium 
cxperiri  quam  nullum  Their  fentiments 
were  without  delay  related  to  the  poor 
woman  and  her  friends,  who  readily  con- 
fen  ted  to  whatever  might  be  approved  of 

by  us. 

The  operation  was  performed  very  fkil— 
fully  by  Mr.  Thomfon ,  furgeon  to  the 
London  Hofpital,  (with  the  affifiance  of 
Mr.  Hunter ,  furgeon  to  St.  George. s)  the 
former  of  w7hom  has  given  you  an  account 

'*  Celfus,  ,  >  fflJ.R 
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of  it.  This  being  accomplifhed,  the  patient 
was  carried  in  a  very  gentle  manner  to  her 
bed,  and  directed  to  be  kept  as  ftill  as 
poflible. 

To  contribute  to  this  defirable  end,  and 
to  allay  the  irritation  of  the  wounded  parts, 
we  ordered  her  fifteen  drops  of  the  tindlura 
thebaica  in  a  fuitable  vehicle,  and  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  it  at  proper  intervals.  She  behaved 
with  furprizing  fortitude  during  the  whole 
procefs,  loft  very  little  blood  *,  and  feemed 
to  be  moft  of  all  fenfible  of  pain  when  the 
needles  were  palling  through  the  perito¬ 
neum, ,  efpecially  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
wound.  It  may  perhaps  be  worth  obferv- 
ing  alfo,  that  the  uterus  itfelf  feemed  to  be 
poffefled  of  very  little  fenfibility,  even  at 
the  time  of  its  being  wounded;  After¬ 
wards,  fhe  complained  only  of  a  forenefs 
where  the  incifions  were  made. 

In  this  ftate  fhe  continued,  being  pretty 
compofed  and  doling  at  times,  till  about 
four  hours  after  fhe  was  laid  in  bed,  when, 
finding  the  fupine  pofture  uneafy,  fhe, 

#  It  is  imagined,  that  the  whole  lofs  of  blood  during  the 
operation,  did  not  exceed  four  ounces. 

without 


1 


266  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

r 

without  the  confent  of  the  nurfe,  turned 
herfelf  upon  her  right  fide.  Very  foon 
after  this  fhe  was  attacked  with  dangerous 
fymptoms,  became  fickifh,  faint,  unable 
to  fpeak,  and  died  in  about  twenty  minutes. 
On  the  firft  of  thefe  alarming  appearances, 
Dr.  Ford  was  immediately  fent  for  by  the 
perfons  who  were  left  in  charge  of  her,  but 
fhe  expired  before  he  got  there. 

The  friends  were  prevailed  upon  to  per¬ 
mit  the  body  to  be  opened  for  examination. 
At  the  time  fixed  on  for  this  purpofe, 

\ 

moft  of  the  above-named  gentlemen  were 
prefent.  and  likewife  Dr.  Hunter ,  Dr.  James 
Ford ,  Dr.  Dickfon ,  &c.  The  following 
appearances  were  particularly  remarked. 

The  parietes  of  the  abdomen  being  laid 
open,  the  firft  thing  that  prefented  itfelf 
was  a  large  cake  of  coagulated  blood,  co¬ 
vering  the  whole  anterior  furface  of  the 
omentum  and  intejimes ,  fuppofed  to  weigh 
about  twenty  ounces  avoirdupoife  weight. 
This  coagulum  increafed  in  firmnefs  the 
nearer  it  approached  the  edges  of  the 
wounded  uterus ,  where  a  confiderable  part 
of  it  ftrongly  adhered ;  which  is  a  pre¬ 
emptive 
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fumptive  proof  of  its  being  fupplied  partly 
from  the  large  finuffes  thereof,  that  were 
unavoidably  cut  through  in  the  operation* 
and  partly  alfo  from  the  veflels  that  ufually 
furnilh  the  lochia  after  delivery,  which  are 
conftantly  torn  afunder  by  the  feparatibn  or 
exfoliation  of  the  vafcular  membrane  that 
lines  the  internal  fuperficies  of  the  uterus 9 
to  which  it  properly  belongs,  the  decidua 
of  Dr.  Hunter ,  or  the  fpongy  chorion .  Ad¬ 
ditional  evidences  of  this  being  the  cafe 
might  be  adduced  ;  from  the  lips  of  the 
wound  through  the  fubflance  of  the  uterus 
being  found  wide  open,  and  alfo,  becaufe 
the  leaft  quantity  of  blood  had  not  paffed 
off  in  the  ordinary  way  through  the  vagina  \ 
both  of  which  circumftances,  I  believe, 
were  very  obfervable  to  all  the  gentlemen 
prefen  t. 

After  removing  the  uterus ,  re  Bum,  vefica 
urinaria ,  and  other  foft  parts,  the  diftance 
from  the  fymphyfis  of  the  ojja  pubis ,  to  the 
projection  of  the  fuperior  part  of  the  os 
facrum  and  inferior  vertebra  lumborum , 
was  found,  upon  meafuriiig,  to  be  an  eighth 
part  kfs  than  an  inch.  However,  the  exaCt 

dimenfions 
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dimenfions  of  this  extraordinary  pelvis  will 
be  beft  underftood  by  the  annexed  figures, 
and  their  explanation. 

As  foon  as  the  child  was  taken  out  of 
the  uterus ,  the  air  having  a  free  admiflion 
into  the  lungs,  it  cried  as  heartily  as 
children  commonly  do  when  they  are  born 
in  the  natural  way.  The  ufual  ligature 
was  made,  and  the  funis  umbilicalis  divided 
in  the  proper  place  by  Dr.  John  Ford . 
Unhappily,  however,  upon  examining  the 
child,  there  was  difcovered  an  uncommon 
excrefcence,  about  the  bignefs  of  an  egg, 
in  the  forehead  juft  above  the  nofe.  It  ex¬ 
tended  nearly  over  both  the  eyes,  and 
underneath  there  was  a  deficiency  of  the 
fkull,  from  whence  it  feemed  to  have  an 
immediate  communication  at  leaft  with  the 
meninges  of  the  brain,  and  perhaps  alfo 
with  the  anterior  part  of  the  cerebrum  itfelf 
The  futura  frontalis  was  likewife  very 
open. 

The  child  took  proper  nounftiment,  had 
ieveral  ftools,  and  in  every  refpe<T  appeared 
hrifk,  lively,  and  well,  until  the  evening 
of  the  day  after  the  operation,  when  it  was 

taken 
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taken  fuddenly  with  convulsions,  which 
foon  went  off.  However,  very  early  the 
next  morning,  it  was  attacked  with  two 
more  fits,  in  the  latter  of  which  it  died. 

Soon  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  an 
oozing  took  place  round  the  edges  of  the 
excrefcence  juft  above  the  root  of  its  nofe, 
firft  of  blood,  and  afterwards  of  a  thin 
inodorous  matter,  refembling  ferum ;  and 
for  feveral  hours  before  its  death,  the  top 
of  it  wafted,  became  dry,  and  feemed  in¬ 
clined  to  flough  away.  As  this  Angular 
tumor  was  fituated  fo  near  the  brain,  and 
without  the  intervention  of  any  bone 
between  them,  it  is  very  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  the  child’s  death  was  occafioned  by  it ; 
efpecially  as  no  other  vifxble  caufe  could  be 
affigned. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  minutely  related  fuch 
particulars  of  this  extraordinary  cafe  which 
fell  under  the  obfervation  of  fo  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  eminent  in  their  profeffion,  as  I 
thought  deferving  of  notice.  As  far  as  I 
can  learn,  the  csefareanfeffion  has  not  been 
performed  before,  upon  the  living  fubjeffc, 
in  this  great  metropolis,  for  more  than  a 

century 
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century  part ;  and  yet  fimilar  emergencies 
muft  at  leaft  have  fometimes  occurred. 
Although,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  our  ear- 
neft  endeavours  were  rendered  abortive,  yet 
there  are  undoubted  examples  upon  record 
where  the  happieft  fuccefs  to  both  mother 
and  child,  has  been  repeatedly  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  operation  And  indeed  I 
cannot  but  think,  that  in  this  inftance  alfo, 
there  would  have  been  a  good  foundation 
for  the  moft  flattering  hopes  with  regard  to 
the  child,  if  it  had  been  born  without  the 
defed  taken  notice  of  above.  Whatever 
be  the  obftade,  therefore,  if,  as  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  cafe,  it  leaves  no  poflibility  for  the 
child’s  being  delivered  by  the  natural  paf- 
fages,  I  apprehend  that  fuch  extraordinary 

means  as  have,  upon  trial  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances,  been  found  fometimes  to  fuc- 
ceed,  will  not  only  become  eligible,  but 

*  Heifteri  ch’rurgicse  inftitutiones,  p,  ii.  fe<5t.  5.  cap, 
cxiii.  1 

Memoires  de  l’Academie  Royale  de  Chirurgie,  v.  u 
p.  623. 

Jbid.  v.  ii.  ,p.  308, 

Deventer  fur  accouchemens,  p.  359. 

Edinburgh  Medical  Eflays,  vol.  v,  art.  37.  and  38, 

that 
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that  a  fupine  omiffion  of  them  would  be 
abfolutely  incompatible  with  humanity ; 
quem  enim  non  fervajli,  dum  potuijli ,  ilium 
occidijli  *.  And  yet,  as  this  poor  woman 
funk,  with  every  advantage  for  the  opera¬ 
tion,  both  with  refpe£fc  to  herfelf  and  to 
the  affiftance  given  her,  it  clearly  points 
out,  that  it  fhould  never  be  undertaken, 
but  with  the  utmoft:  care  and  circumspec¬ 
tion. 

Before  I  conclude,  allow  me  to  propofe  the 
following  queftion,  viz.  In  fuch  cafes  where 
it  is  certainly  known  that  a  mature  child 
cannot  poffibly  be  delivered  in  the  ordinary 
way  alive,  would  it  not  be  confident  with 
reafon  and  confcience,  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  mother,  as  foon  as  it  conveniently 
can  be  done,  by  artificial  means,  to  attempt 
to  produce  an  abortion  ? 

Arundel  Street? 

Nov,  24.  1769* 

William  Cooper. 


*  Heifteri  inftituiones  ihirurgScar,  I.  c. 
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XXII.  An  Account  of  the  performing  of  the 

Cxi arean  Operation,  voith  Remarks ,  by 

Mr.  Henry  Thomfon,  Surgeon  to  the 

* 

London  HofpitaU  communicated  by  Dr. 
Hunter. 

ON  . Saturday  the  $  i  ft  of  October  laft,  Dn 
John  Ford  applied  to  me  requefting 
that  I  would  perform  the  ceefarean  opera¬ 
tion  upon  a  woman  in  Rofe  and  Crown 
Court  Shoe-Lane,  whom  he  aflured  me  it 
was  impracticable  to  deliver  of  her  child 
any  other  way.  Having  never  heard  that 
the  operation  had  been  performed  upon  the 
living  woman  in  England,  I  embraced  the 
little  opportunity  I  had  before  the  appoint¬ 
ed  hour  for  performing  it,  of  perufing 
what  had  been  written  upon  this  fubjeCt ; 
I  confulted  the  firft  and  fecond  volumes  of 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  furgery 
at  Paris,  and  Heifer' s  furgery.  I  gained 
very  little  fatisfaCtion  in  regard  to  the  man¬ 
ner  of  performing  the  operation,  but. 
thought  myfeif  fully  juftified  in  the  inten- 

1  ’  m 

tion. 
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tion,  from  the  number  of  cafes  which  have 
been  related,  and  faid  to  have  been  attended 
with  fuecefs; 

Having  before  me  fuch  authorities,  and 
being  convinced  there  was  no  alternative 
in  this  unhappy  woman's  cafe,  I  agreed  to 
perform  the  operation ;  efpecially  as  fbe 
declared,  that  on  the  preceding  night  and 
on  that  morning,  fhe  had  frequently  felt 
the  child  move;  a circumftance  fully  jufti- 
fying  an  attempt  to  its  relief  and  preferva- 
tion 

The  poor  woman,  convinced  of  the  only 
chance  left  for  her  fafety,  and  willing  to 
preferve  her  child,  cheerfully  confented  to 
undergo  the  requifite  operation,  which  was 

**i  j  -  *  1  -  * 

performed  in  the  prefence  of  Drs.  Henneken 9 
Wat  he  ii)  Orme ,  Mackenzie ,  Ford ,  Cooper , 
Meffrs.  Hunter ,  Maclaurin ,  in  the  following 

manner  : 

A  table  being  prepared,  fhe  was  placed 
upon  it  lying  on  her  back,  her  head  being 

fupported  by  pillows,  and  her  legs  hanging 

•  « 

<  p 

*  Heifer,  page  28.  part  2.  mentions  the  impropriety  of 
the  operation’s  taking  place,  without  a  certainty  of  the 
fcetus  being  alive. 

Vol.  IV. 
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down.  The  belly  appeared  prominent 
chiefly  on  the  right  fide,  the  protube¬ 
rance  of  the  uterus  extending  but  about 
two  or  three  fingers  breadth  on  the  left  of 
the  line  a  alba . 

There  was  no  difficulty  therefore  to  de¬ 
termine  where  the  incifion  was  to  take 
place. 

Accordingly,  about  a  hand’s  breath  from 
the  navel  on  the  right  fide,  I  began  the 
incifion  in  a  longitudinal  direction,  and 
continued  it  about  fix  inches  in  length,  the 
middle  of  which  was  nearly  oppofite  to  the 
navel;  the  {kin  and  adipofe  membrane  being 
cut  through  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  refills 
mufcle.  I  carefully  made  an  incifion 
through  the  tendinous  expanfion  of  the 
abdominal  mufcles  and  peritonaeum^  fuffi- 
cient  to  introduce  the  forefinger  of  my  left 
hand,  when,  with  a  curved  knife  conducted 
with  my  finger,  an  opening  was  made,  and 
the  uterus  expofed. 

The  uterus  appearing  very  folid  to  the 
touch,  it  was  apprehended  by  fome  gentle¬ 
men,  that  the  placenta  might  perhaps  ad¬ 
here  to  that  part  of  it  which  lay  bare,  and 

which 
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which  might  confiderably  obflruCt  the 
removal  of  the  child,  or  endanger  an  he¬ 
morrhage  :  With  precaution,  therefore,  an 
aperture  was  made  in  the  center  fufficient 
to  admit  my  finger,  with  which  conducting 
the  curved  knife,  I  dilated  the  uterus  up¬ 
wards  and  downwards  to  the  full  extent  of 
the  outward  wound. 

The  placenta,  which  actually  adhered  to 
this  part  of  the  uterus ,  eafily  gave  way, 
and  receded  as  my  finger  advanced  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  opening. 

The  placenta  and  membranes  immedi¬ 
ately  began  to  protrude,  Dr.  Ford  at  this 
juncture  flipping  his  hand  in  whilft  the 
Tides  of  the  uterus  were  kept  afunder, 
brought  forth  the  child  by  its  feet,  and 
immediately  afterwards  the  placenta  and 
membranes  were  extracted  with  the  greateft 
eafe.  Dr.  Ford  took  upon  himfelf  the 
management  of  the  child  and  feparation  of 
the  umbilical  chord,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
the  child  cried  ftrongly. 

The  uterus  being  difburthened  of  its  con¬ 
tents,  and  contracting  amazingly  faft,  the 
omentum  and  bowels  began  to  protrude,  Mr. 

T  2  John 
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'John  Hunter  was  fo  obliging  as  to  afiift 
me  in  retaining  them  within  the  belly, 
whilil:  I  deanfed  away  the  grumous  blood 
(which  was  fmall  in  quantity)  and  made 
th z  gajlr or aphy  or  future  of  the  belly. 

I  made  four  futures  nearly  equal  to  eadi 
other,  and  about  an  inch  and  a  half  from 
the  edge  of  the  lips  of  the  wound. 

The  ligatures  being  double,  pieces  of 
linen  fpread  with  common  plaifter,  and 
rolled  up  in  the  form  of  holders  or  com- 
prefies,  were  applied  between  them,  after 
the  manner  of  the  quilled  future,  and  the 
wound  was  thereby  brought  into  and  re¬ 
tained  in  clofe  contad  ;  and  lint  and  a  com¬ 
mon  pledgit  being  applied,  finifhed  the 
operation. 

The  courage  of  the  woman  previous  to 
the  operation  appeared  great  ;  but  her  pa¬ 
tience  and  fortitude  under  it  excited  admi- 
ration ;  and  the  only  times  flie  was  heard 
toexprefs  anguifli  were  during  the  pundure 
of  the  needle  in  making  the  futures  of  the 
belly. 

From  the  operation  being  performed  to 
her  deceafe,  which  happened  about  five 

hours- 
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hours  after,  I  did  not  fee  her;  but  upon 
inquiry  found,  fhe  had  only  complained  of 
a  little  fmarting  at  the  wound,  had  flept 
very  quietly  for  two  hours,  and  after¬ 
wards  her  ftrength  gradually  failing,  fhe 
died  feemingly  in  great  compofure. 

As  it  was  natural  to  wilh  for  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  infpedting  the  body,  to  fee 
whether  any  thing  extraordinary  had  occa-? 
fioned  her  death  fo  foon  after  the  operation ; 
her  hufband  and  friends  were  folicited  for 
this  purpofe,  and  gave  their  confent. 

Accordingly,  on  the  following  evening 
the  body  was  opened  in  the  prefence  of  Dr. 
Hunter ,  Dr.  James  Ford ,  and  Dr.  Dickfon , 
befides  the  ph'yficians  and  furgeons  who 
were  prefent  at  the  operation. 

The  contents  of  the  abdomen  were  expoied 
by  a  longitudinal  incifion  in  the  courfe  of 
the  line  a  alba ,  interfered  by  another  acrof$ 
the  upper  part  of  the  belly.  A  quantity 
cf  grumous  blood  appeared  lying  on  the 
furface  of  the  uterus  and  omentum ,  which 
being  removed,  was  computed  to  be  about 
twenty  ounces.  The  uterus  was  contra&ed 
to  the  fize  of  a  common  melon,  and  laid 

T  3 
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in  a  natural  polition.  In  this  contracted 
ftate  of  the  uterus ,  the  wound  which  had 
been  made  into  it  appeared  to  be  nearly  the 
whole  length  of  its  body,  and  within  its 
cavity  was  contained  a  fmall  quantity  of 
grumous  blood. 

There  feemed  to  be  no  livid  appearance 
or  alteration  of  other  parts  to  enable  us  to 
form' any  judgement  what  might  have  been 
the  immediate  caufe  of  her  death.  The 
quantity  of  extravafated  blood  (allowing 
for  ferum  and  coagulum)  did  not  exceed 
thirty  ounces  ;  and  this  being  gradually 
poured  out,  either  from  the  vefiels  of  the 
internal  furface  of  the  uterus ,  or  from  the 
inflicted  wound,  might  with  feme  propri¬ 
ety  be  alledged  as  an  affiftant  caufe ;  yet  it 
is  very  well  known,  that  in  natural  labours 
the  difcharges  will  exceed  this  quantity  by 
much. 

The  lumbar  vertebras^  together  with  the 
firft  bone  of  the  facrum ,  projected  confider- 
ably  inwards  :  the  lumbar  vertebra  making 
a  curve  to  the  left,  caufed  the  uterus  in  the 
pre  gnant  fate  to  lie  almoft  wholly  on  the 
right  fide  :  and  after  removing  the  uterus 3 
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*  • 

it  was  remarkable  to  find  only  the  fpace  of 
feven  eighths  of  an  inch  between  the  fym- 
phyfis  of  the  ojfa  pubis  and  projedion  of 
the  facrum  ‘  . 

REMARKS. 

The  public  is  much  indebted  to  Monfieur 
Simon ,  for  his  inquiries  relative  to  this  ope¬ 
ration.  In  the  firfl  volume  of  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Academy  of  Surgery  at  Paris,  it 
appears,  that  he  has  been  at  the  pains  of 
colleding  from  every  author,  hiftories  of 
cafes  to  prove  the  poffibility  and  fuccefs  of 
the  ctefarean  operation. 

If  we  fhould  confider  all  thefe  cafes  in 
the  light  of  fads,  it  muft  excite  wonder  that 
the  moderns  have  fo  little  availed  themfelves 
or  profited  by  the  labours  of  the  ancients. 
Succefs  feems  to  have  attended  almoft  every 
operation  of  this,  kind,  that  has  been  re¬ 
corded  ;  but  if  we  are  to  believe  what 
Scipio  Mercurius  fays,  that  in  his  time  the 
pradice  of  this  operation  was  as  common 

*  In  order  to  convey  a  proper  idea  of  the  ft  ate  of  thefe 
parts,  reference  muft  be  had  to  the  annexed  plates. 

j-r  •  T  4 
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In  France  as  blood-letting  for  head-achs 
was  in  Italy  ;  a  doubt  may  arife  whether 
the  account  has  been  fairly  ftated  *.  It 
is  fcarcely  poffible  that  fuccefs  could  have 
attended  all.  A  variation  in  conflitution, 
tedious  and  lingering  labour  pains,  irre¬ 
gularities,  perhaps,  after  the  operation, 
exceiTive  hemorrhages ,  catching  cold,  bad 
nurfing,  & c.  would  (I  fhould  imagine)  render 
a  common  operation  liable  to  many  failures  : 
and  an  author  would  be  much  more  efteem- 
ed  and  relied  upon,  if,  with  candour  and 
difintereftednefs,  he  would  relate  the  in- 

v 

ftances  wherein  he  has  failed,  that  the 
world  might  judge  how  far  the  chance  or 
hazard  of  the  operation  rendered  it  advifable 
or  not. 

*  Heiffer,  page  35.  fe£t.  v.  endeavours  to  account  for 
this  extraordinary  expreffion  of  Mercurius,  by  alledging, 
that  there  was  a  difference  between  hyfterotomy  and  etnbry- 
\ihia  ;  that  emhryulcia  fignii  ed  the  extraction  of  the 
foetus  by  the  natural  paffages,  without  any  incifion  either 
in  the  uterus  or  abdomen ,  though  it  has  been  called  hyjier - 
qtorny  or  extraction  of  the  foe(us  by  the  cafarean  feCtion  ; 
that  by  an  abufe  of  the  terms,  Mercurius  might  in  foipe 
jneafure  have  laid  true,  that  the  extraction  of  th z  foetus 
was.  in  his  time,  as  common  in  "ranee  as  bleeding  for  the 
head-ach  was  in  Italy  :  alluding  to  the  pra&ice  of  extracting 
the  foetus  by  inllruments  in  all  difficult  labours. 

t  t*  •:  ; 
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The  accounts  given  of  the  performance 
of  this  operation  are  vague  and  indefinite. 
Sometimes  it  was  performed  on  the  right, 
at  others  on  the  left  fide  of  the  belly  ;  but 
I  can  find  no  reafon  for  the  preference  that 
was  given,  except  in  two  inftances,  in  one 
where  the  left  fide  was  chofen  to  avoid 
wounding  the  liver,  and  in  the  other,  the 
right  on  account  of  a  fcirrhous  tumor  on 
the  left. 

1 

Here  I  cannot  help  wondering,  not- 
withftanding  the  generality  of  the  cafes 
appear  to  have  been  fuch,  as  to  indicate  no 
material  neceffity  for  performing  the  opera¬ 
tion  on  the  right  or  left  fide,  why  fuch  pre¬ 
ference  fhould  have  been  given. 

There  is  no  intimation  of  diftortion  of 
fpine,  and  very  few  cafes  feemed  to  be 
difficult  from  the  deformity  of  the  pelvis ; 
therefore,  it  is  to  be  conjectured,  that  they 

had  recourfe  to  the  operation  chiefly  in  cafes 
where  the  labour  was  tedious  or  preterna¬ 
tural. 

Taking  it  therefore  in  this  fenfe,  one 
^vould  wonder  why  fuch  a  preference  of 

incifion 
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incifion  fhould  take  place,  when  the  greateli 
protuberance  of  the  belly  would  be  in  the 
middle,  or  in  the  courfe  of  the  lineaalba . 

The  frequency  of  protrufion  of  the 
bowels  immediately  upon  opening  theperi- 
ton^utn^  is  a  poffible  criterion  of  their  error 
in  performing  the  operation,  and  in  fome 
meafure  fhews,  that  either  they  muft  have 
made  the  incifion  higher  than  neceflary,  or 
too  much  laterally. 

It  is  a  great  happinefs,  that  in  thefe  times 
there  fhould  be  fo  little  neceffity  for  this 
operation  ;  but  furely  the  only  means  to 
have  obviated  this  difficulty,  (the  protrufion 
of  intejlines )  would  have  been  by  perform¬ 
ing  the  operation  in  the  courfe  of  the  lined 
alba ;  efpecially  as  in  moft  of  the  cafes  it 
does  not  appear  they  were  reftrifted  in  the 
choice  of  place  where  to  perform  the  ope¬ 
ration. 

The  protrufion  of  omentum  and  bowels, 
however,  I  imagine,  will  be  likely  to  hap¬ 
pen  in  the  operation,  even  when  performed 
in  the  moft  eligible  place  ;  for  if  the  ope¬ 
ration  fhould  be  protra&ed  after  the  deli¬ 
very 
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very  of  th z  foetus,  by  the  extraction  of  the 
placenta  and  membrances,  the  contraction 
of  the  uterus ,  and  unavoidable  efforts  of 
the  woman  will  allow  the  bowels  to  pro¬ 
trude,  or  force  them  outwards. 

The  hemorrhage  fo  frequently  fpoken  of 
by  Heifter ,  is  a  circumftance  not  to  be  fo 
much  dreaded  as  he  intimates ;  and  indeed 
we  cannot  allow  him  to  be  a  competent 
judge  of  this  matter,  fmee  he  confeffes 
that  he  never  performed  the  operation  upon 
a  living  woman.  The  wound  inflicted 
upon  the  uterus  wfll  be  attended  nearly 
with  the  fame  hemorrhage ,  let  the  place  of 
incifion  be  where  it  will ;  but  the  incifion 
of  the  abdomen  will  vary  in  this  refpetc ;  for 
if  the  reflus  mufcle  fhould  be  cut  through, 
a  considerable  effufion  of  blood  may 
enfue  from  wounding  the  epigaftric  artery. 
The  courfe  of  the  line  a  alba ,  or  of  the 
line  a  feniilunaris ,  as  nigh  to  the  outer  edge  of 
the  reflus  mufcle  as  poffible,  appears  to  me 
to  be  the  moft  eligible  places  for  perform^ 
ing  the  operation,  as  well  to  avoid  an 
hemorrhage  as  the  protrufion  of  intejline . 

It 
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It  has  been  advifed,  in  performing  the 
gaftroraphy,  or  future  of  the  belly,  in  thefe 
cafes,  to  leave  a  fpace  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  wound,  as  a  depending  orifice  for  the 
difcharge  of  blood  or  matter.  I  had  this 
intention  in  view  previous  to  the  perform¬ 
ing  of  the  operation;  but  was  fufficiently 
apprifed  of  its  inutility  during  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  it. 

The  grea  teft  part  of  the  uterus  lying  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  abdomen ,  the  operation  was 
obliged  to  be  performed  on  the  outfide  of  the 
re  El  us  mufcle ;  and  the  incifion  of  the  uterus 
during  the  operation,  correfponded  exaCtly 
with  the  external  wound.  Obferving  the 
amazing  contraction  of  the  uterus  upon  the 
removal  of  the  child  and  fecundines ,  it 
ftruck  my  imagination  that  the  two  wounds 
could  not  long  remain  oppofite  to  each  other ; 
and  therefore,  that  a  depending  orifice  in 
the  external  wound  could  be  but  of  little 
avail.  I  was  not  deceived  in  my  fuggeflion  5 
for  upon  opening  the  dead  body,  I  found 
the  wound  of  the  uterus  lying  nearly  in  the 
direction  of  the  line  a  alba ,  and  of  courfe 

confider- 
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confiderably  removed  from  any  connection 
with  the  external  wound;  nor  indeed  could 
a  depending  orifice  be  of  any  kind  of  fer- 
vice  whilfl:  the  patient  refted  on  her  back, 
as  the  blood  or  matter  could  not  be  evacu¬ 
ated  in  fuch  a  pofture ;  and  obliging  her  to  11* 
on  her  face  or  belly,  would  perhaps  have  been 
attended  with  the  greateft  inconveniencies. 

We  cannot  believe,  at  leaft  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  myfelf  to  be  one  of  the  number 
who  mult  doubt  the  authenticity  of  his¬ 
tories  recording  the  fuccefs  of  this  ope¬ 
ration,  when  it  is  confidered  that  no  cafe 
appears  to  have  been  accompanied  with 
fuppuration  of  the  wounded  uterus — Surely 
among  fuch  a  multiplicity,  this  circumftance 
might  have  been  expedied,  as  it  is  very 
little  probable  that  every  wound  inflicted 
upon  fo  fpongy  and  vafcular  a  fubftance 
fhould  have  united  by  what  furgeons  call 
the  firjl  intention .  Yet  we  are  allured  by 
Monf.  De  la  Peyronie  that  Monf.  II  Amir  a  l 
a  furgeon  at  Marigny  performed  this  ope¬ 
ration,  and  that  the  woman  was  cured  by 
the  moft  Ample  drefiings  in  fifteen  days 

#  Me  moires  de  Chirurgerie,  tom,  i,  p.  641. 
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A  prefumpUve  proof  of  its  healing  by  the 

%  1  *  *  •  ’  *  > 

Firft  Intention. 

RouJJet  appears  to  have  been  a  very  great 
advocate  for  the  cxfarean  operation,  and 
relates  a  number  of  inftances  of  its  fuccefs  ; 
while  Marchant  on  the  other  hand  feems 
to  difpute  the  authenticity  of  many  of 
them,  condemns  the  operation,  and  adds, 
that  Guillemeau ,  Pare,  Carbone t>  Brunet , 
and  Viardy  very  eminent  practitioners,  had 
found  the  operation  very  unfuccefsful. 

From  this  difpute  between'  RouJJet  and 
Marchant  it  may  reafonably  be  inferred, 
that  had  a  fair  account  been  handed  down 
to  pofterity  of  the  failures  and  fuccefs  of 
this  operation,  there  might  have  been  no 
difficulty  in  determining,  whether  it  was 
eligible  or  not. 

The  cafe  related  by  RouJJet  of  the  im¬ 
practicability  of  delivering  a  foetus  which 
had  been  a  long  time  dead  in  the  uterusy 
notwithflanding  the  attempts  that  were 
made  to  extraCt  it  by  the  crotchet  and  other 
inflruments,  proves  the  utility  however  of 
the  operation  in  fuch  inftances,  as  well  as 
where  the  deformity  of  pelvis  (mentioned 

by 
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by  Monf.  Ruleau)  renders  the  delivery 
impoffible  by  the  natural  paflag.es. 

The  mo  ft  authenticated  accounts  of  this 
operation  are  thofe  which  are  related  in 
the  latter  part  of  Monfieur  Simor? s  me- 
moire,  and  which  the  academy  of  furgery 

at  Paris  took  no  little  pains  to  allure  them- 

* 

felves  of  being  faCts  :  And  the  teftimonies 
of  Monfieurs  De  la  Peyronie  and  La  Faye y 
add  weight  in  confirmation  of  fome  of 
them. 

The  cafe  by  Monfieur  Soumain  at  the 
conclufion  of  this  memoir,  is  fo  circuni- 
ftantially  related  both  in  regard  to  the  ne~ 
ceftity  of  the  operation,  and  the  manner 
of  performing  it,  that  no  doubt  can  be 
left  of  the  authenticity  of  the  fa£t. 

Much,  therefore,  having  been  faid  for 
and  againft  the  ccefarean  operation,  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  refult  of  time  and  expe¬ 
rience  muft  determine  whether  it  be  eligible 
or  not. 

That  in  cafes  fimilar  to  this  of  Mary 
Rhodes ,  or  where  from  any  preternatural 
difeafe  of  vagina ,  &c.  embryulcia  is  ren¬ 
dered  impracticable,  there  feems  to  be  no 

alternative 
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alternative  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
child,  or  chance  of  fafety  for  the  unhappy 
mother,  but  in  having  reCourfe  to  this 
operation. 
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XXIII.  Remarks  on  the  Cure  of  Confumptiom s 
£3  J.  Fothergill,  Af.  jD.  jF.  A!.  5. 

June  11,  1770. 

i 

Tb  the  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  in  London ; 

Gentlemen,  '  : 

IN  a  former  paper,  I  fuggefted  forife 
doubts  I  had  entertained  refpe&ing  the 
ufe  of  balfamic  medicines,  ftriClly  fo  called, 
•in  the  cure  of  confumptions,  and  offered 
fome  conjectures  iff  regard  to  their  firft 
introduction  into  internal  ufe,  and  their 
application  to  pulmonary  difeafes  iii  parti¬ 
cular.  Upon  the  whole,  I  am  ftill  of  opi- 

I  »  ♦  #  ,  \  ' 

nion,  that  their  ufeful  efficacy  in  thefe 
diforders  is  much  to  be  fufpeCted,  &nd  that 
an  indiferiminate  ufe  of  medicaments  of 
this  clafs,  has  rather  a  tendency  to  inereafe 
than  mitigate  the  fymptoms  attending  k 
genuine  phthifi's  puhnonalisi 

Whilft  I  am  endeavouring  to  excite  fufpi- 
cions  againff  what  appear  to  me  the  dentin 
in  this  diffemner,  I  fhould  think  mvfelf 
Yol.  IV f  U  fortunate* 
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fortunate,  could  the  review  of  feveral 
years  experience  afford  any  ufeful  hints  to 
thofe  whom  I  wifh  to  aid,  and  to  whom 
thefe  remarks  are  particularly  addreffed, 
the  young  pra&itioners. 

When  we  confider  the  ftrudfure  of  the 
lungs,  the  tendernefs  of  their  fabric,  the 
multitude  of  veffels  of  which  they  confift, 
the  importance  of  their  ufe,  the  many  acci¬ 
dents  they  are  unavoidably  expofed  to,  and, 
in  comparifon  of  many  other  parts,  their 
infenfibility  to  immediate  lefion,  we  fhall 
be  much  more  furprifed  there  are  fo  few 
perfons  die  of  confumptions,  great  as  the 
number  may  feemingly  appear  *,  than  that 
fo  many  perifh  by  this  diftemper. 

■f  *  r  f  j  *  V'  9 

To  enumerate  all  the  caufes  that  are 
capable  of  producing  a  phthifis  pulmonalis , 
is  not  my  intention  ;  but  to  point  out  the 

*  In  this  city  the  weekly  bills  are  fuppofed  to  exhibit  a 
tolerably  exaft  account  of  thofe  who  die  of  the  refpe&ive 
difeafes  mentioned  in  that  lilt.  But  1  am  informed,  that 
the  article  of  confumptions  includes  generally  all  thofe 
who  die  of  any  lingering  difeafe,  and  are  much  emaciated; 
by  which  the  lift  is  vaftly  enlarged  beyond  what  it  ought  to 
be,  to  the  reproach  of  our  country  ;  foreigners  imagining 
that  this  difeafe  is  much  more  frequent  amongft  us,  than  it 
is  in  reality,  ~v 

....  j  neceffity 
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neceffity  of  attending  to  its  commencement, 
in  order  to  prevent  its  progrefs.  The  mea- 
fles,  and  other  inflammatory  difeafes  of  the 
breaft,  to  which  children,  as  well  as  others, 
are  expofed,  often  lay  the  foundation  of  • 
confumptions  :  fo  likewife  will  colds,  the 
fuppreflion  of  fome  falutary  difcharge,  fcro- 
phulous  and  venereal  affections,  and  many 
other  caufes,  all  which  will  operate  more 
certainly  and  fpeedily  in  bringing  the 
diftemper  to  a  fatal  conclufion,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  a  certain  tendernefs  in  the  fabric  of 
the  lungs,  an  hereditary  labes}  and  other 
circumftances,  concur:  for,  tothofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  animal  (Economy,  it  is 
rather  a  matter  of  wonder  how  the  ftrong 
and  robuft  efcape  affedtions  of  the  lungs, 
furrounded  as  we  are  with  fo  many  caufes 
capable  of  producing  thefe  affedtions,  than 
that  perfons  of  a  certain  make  and  parti¬ 
cular  delicacy  of  conftitution,  are  fo  fubjedt 
to  pulmonary  difeafes. 

We  cannot,  I  think,  be  too  iaduftrious 
in  propagating  the  following  dodtrine : 
That  the  time  at  which  a  phylician  can  be 
of  moft  ufe  in  the  cure  of  confumptions,  is 
at  their  firft  beginning.  The  flighted:  ca¬ 
ll  2  tarrhal 
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tarrhal  defluCtion  ought  not  to  be  negle<3> 
ed,  if  it  does  hot  go  off  in  a  few  days. 

The  beginning  of  moft  confumptions  is 
a  cough,  more  or  lefs  violent.  This  cough 
is  produced  either  by  a  thin  faltifh  defec¬ 
tion,  irritating  the  membrane  that  lines 
the  trachea ,  fo  as  to  bring  on  a  general 
fpafm  of  all  the  parts,  in  order  to  diflodge 
and  difcharge  the  irritating  matter ;  or  elfe, 
by  an  inflammation  of  fome  part  of  the 
lungs  or  bronchi <e9  produced  by  one  or 
other  of  the  general  caufes  of  inflamma¬ 
tion. 

If  the  catarrhal  cough  is  negle&ed,  or  is 
repeatedly  increafed  by  the  caufes  that  firft 
produced  it,  this  will  be  fufficient  to  bring 
on  an  inflammation,  which,  if  not  removed, 
terminates  in  the  ufual  manner  of  inflamma¬ 
tions;  either  by  refolution,  in  which  cafe  the 
lungs  receive  but  little  harm  ;  or  by  fuppu- 
ration,  in  which  the  mifchief,  however 
fmall  at  prefent,  does  not  fail  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  lafting  and  injurious  confe- 
quences  ;  proportioned  to  the  extent  of  the 
injury,  and  the  condition  of  the  fufferer, 
m  refpeCt  to  pfedifponent  caufes* 
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If  the  inflammation  terminates  neither  by 
refolution  nor  Suppuration,  it  often  leaves 
a  fchirrous  hardnefs,  whereby  this  parti¬ 
cular  part  of  the  lungs,  however  fmall  and 
confined,  becomes  of  little  or  no  ufe  in  the 
ceconomy  of  this  organ ;  but  by  occafion- 
ing  an  obdrudion  of  circulation  and  respi¬ 
ration  in  one  Angle  point,  fubjeds  the 
found  parts  of  the  lungs  to  greater  labour, 
as  was  before  obferved  %\ 

From  hence  it  is  at  lead  evident,  that  the 
ntmod  care  fhould  be  taken  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  this  difeafe.  The  moft 
trifling  cough,  if  it  continues,  may  either 
advance  gradually  till  it  ends  in  immediate 
mifchief,  or  may  leave  fuch  impreflions 
as  may  fubjed  the  patient  to  perpetual 
returns  :  A  cough  therefore  in  children,  or 
young  perfons,  or  in  perfons  of  a  certain 
make  at  any  time  of  life,  ought  Speedily 
to  be  cured. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  needlefs  to  fugged 
the  means  of  doing  tfiis  mod  fafely  :  But 
there  is  one  part  of  management  neceflary 

#  See  a  former  paper  on  this  fubject. 
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\  »  v, 

to  be  obferved  by  thofe  who  are  about 
children  thus  affected,  that  cannot  be  too 
flrongly  infilled  on  by  the  phyfician,  and 
that  is,  the  neceffity  of  proper  diet,  proper 
likewife  in  refped:  to  quantity.  If  ever  an 
extreme  attention  to  regimen  is  neceffary, 
it  moft  certainly  is  fo  to  perfons  affefted 
with  coughs,  as  will  perhaps  be  more  fully 
mentioned  ;  but  to  children  it  is  flill  more 
fo,  both  as  they  are  greater  fufferers  by 
improper  diet,  and  have  lefs  command  over 
their  own  appetite  and  inclinations. 

For  if  ar-  large  quantity  of  the  bell  chyle 
adds  fpeedily  to  the  prefent  flock  of  blood, 
as  all  mult  pafs  through  the  lungs,  this 
temporary  increafe  of  quantity  will  add  to 
their  irritation,  the  quantity  itfelf  being  a 
Jlimulus .  But  if  the  chyle  thus  increafed 
has  not  been  properly  digefled,  either  on 
account  of  the  quantity  or  kind  of  food, 
the  mifchief  will  be  the  greater.  And  this 
pofition  will,  I  believe,  be  found  uniform¬ 
ly  true  through  every  flage  of  pulmonary 
difeafes,  and  will  evince  the  neceffity  of  gi¬ 
ving  very  explicit  and  peremptory  orders  in 

relation 
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relation  to  diet,  and  the  duty  of  thofe  who 
attend  the  fick  in  this  diftemper. 

I  know,  gentlemen,  that  you,  as  well  as 
myfelf,  often  have  occafion  to  look  back 
at  the  fatal  negled,  committed  both  by  the 
fick  themfelves,  as  well  as  thofe  who  ought 
to  have  had  their  future  health  more  at 
heart.  With  what  eafe  would  many  of  the 
mod:  incurable  confumptive  cafes  have  been 
prevented,  or  cured,  at  their  firft  commence¬ 
ment  ?  A  perfon  whofe  emaciated  figure 
ftrikes  one  with  horror,  his  forehead  co¬ 
vered  with  drops  of  fweat,  his  cheeks 
painted  with  a  livid  crimfon,  his  eyes  funk, 
all  the  little  fat  that  raifed  them  in  their 
orbits,  and  every  where  elfe,  being  wrafted  ; 
his  pulfe  quick  and  tremulous,  his  nails 
bending  over  the  ends  of 'his  fingers,  and 
the  palms  of  his  hands  as  dry  as  they  are 
painfully  hot  to  the  touch,  his  breath 
offenlive,  quick,  and  laborious,  his  cough 
inceffant,  fcarce  allowing  him  time  to  tell 
us,  that  fome  months  ago  he  got  a  cold, 
but  he  knew,  perhaps,  how  he  got  it ;  he 
negleded  it  for  this  very  reafon,  and  neg¬ 
leded  every  means  of  alfiftance,  till  the 

U  4  mifchief 
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mifchief  was  become  incurable,  and  fcarce-? 
ly  a  hope  left  of  palliation.  You  fee 
jnultitudes  of  fuch  objects  daily,  and  fee 
them  with  a  mixture  of  anger  and  com-? 
paflion  for  their  negledt  and  their  buffer¬ 
ings.  Excufe  me  for  trefpafiing  in  this 
manner  on  your  time  and  your  humanity. 
Though  it  is  not  in  your  power  to  prevent 
all  thefe  facrifices  to  ignorance  and  inat¬ 
tention;  yet,  if  the  faculty  combine  in 
prompting  their  fellow-citizens  to  neceflary 
care,  and  prompt  them  to  fuffer  po  flight 
beginnings  to  pafs  unregarded,  however 
they  may  be  a&ing  againft  their  own  inter 
reft,  they  will  have  the  fatisfadlion  of 
contributing  to  the  prefervation  of  many  a 
ufeful  life ;  for,  perhaps,  among  thofe 
who  perifh  by  confumptions,  there  are 
many  who,  in  refpe£t  to  the  excellencies 
both  of  body  and  mind,  have  given  indi¬ 
cations  of  becoming  confpicuous  ornaments 
of  humanity. 

When  a  cough  begins,  if  the  patient  is 
very  young,  let  the  quantity  of  diet,  efpeci- 
ally  folids,  be  leflened  ;  let  the  deficiency  be 
made  up  with  warm  thin  fuppings.  Bar- 

•  8  ley- water* 
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ley-water,  milk  and  water,  thin  gruel,  the 
lighteft  broths,  fuch  things  of  this  kind  as 
the  age  and  condition  of  the  patient  ad¬ 
mit. 

If  there  be  much  heat,  or  any  pain  in 
the  breaft,  bleeding  will  be  indifpenfably 
neceffary.  The  quantity  to  be  taken  away, 
and  how  often  repeated,  muft  be  determined 
by  the  fymptoms,  the  patient’s  age,  habit, 
pulfe,  and  other  circumftances. 

In  refpedt  to  medicines,  the  moll  demul¬ 
cent  and  cooling  are  indicated  ;  and  when 
the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  are  abated, 
gentle  anodynes  will  be  ufefuh  Every 
thing  of  a  heating  irritating  nature,  fuch 
as  the  balfams,  fhould  be  avoided,  and 
even  the  expreffed  oils  of  almonds  and 
olives  are  often  to  be  fufpe&ed,  and  ufed 
with  caution,  as  they  are  feldom  totally  free 
from  fome  degree  of  rancidity,  than  which 
fcarcely  any  thing  is  more  irritating  and 
difguftful.  I  have  known  the  common 
dofes  of  nitre ,  the  faline  mixture,  and  other 
cooling  falts,  increafe  a  cough  by  irritation ; 
fo  that  even  thefe  fhould  be  adminiftered, 
when  neceffary,  rather  in  fmall  dofes,  and 

frequently. 
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frequently.  The  common  emulfion  made 
with  good  frefh  fweet  almonds,  is  a  very 
proper  vehicle  for  the  feveral  remedies  indi¬ 
cated  in  this  complaint;  but  if  the  almonds 
are  not  frefh,  or  are  intermixed  with  the 
bitter,  as  is  too  frequently  the  cafe,  they 
are  injurious. 

Frefh  white  poppy  feeds,  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  half  an  ounce  to  a  pint  of  Briftol 
or  pure  water,  make  an  excellent  emulfion 
and  unexceptionable;  and  thefe  may  be 
raifed  in  any  quantity  both  at  home  and  in 
our  own  colonies. 

If  the  thin  copious  defludtion  leflens,  and 
the  liquid  grows  thicker,  and  yet  comes  up 
without  difficulty,  the  cough  will  abate  and 
gradually  ceafe  entirely:  It  muft  depend 
upon  the  judgment  of  the  prefcriber  to 
know  when  and  to  what  extent  anodynes 
are  to  be  ufed.  I  believe  they  are  never  fafe 
at  the  beginning  of  a  cough,  till  by  proper 
methods  the  tendency  to  inflammation  is 
firft  abated,  except  where  the  cough  is  al¬ 
together  of  the  fpafmodic  kind  as  in  fome 
hyfteric  cafes,  or  when  it  proceeds  from 
acrimony  heretofore  difcharged  by  an  iffue, 

'  an 
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an  ulcer,  or  erofions  on  the  fkin,  and  im¬ 
prudently  fuppreffed  ;  or  from  gouty  affec¬ 
tions  ;  in  which  cafes  anodynes  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  of  ufe :  But  in  coughs  arifmg 
from  fuppreffed  perfpiration,  or  an  inflam¬ 
matory  diathefis,  as  in  the  meafles  and  epi¬ 
demic  conftitutions,  in  fuch  cafes,  anodynes 
are  feldom  to  be  allowed,  unlefs  it  be  to 
obtain  a  truce  from  temporary  violence. 

The  mifchiefs  that  have  proceeded  from 
Godfrey's  cordial,  Bateman's  drops,  Squire's 
elixir,  and  other  heating  anodynes  in 
the  hands  of  ignorance,  are  fcarcely  to  be 
enumerated. 

When  by  a  proper  cooling  regimen,  and 
evacuations,  the  inflammation  accompany¬ 
ing  the  cough  is  abated,  then  finall  dofes 
of  anodynes  joined  with  the  medicines 
above  mentioned,  to  fuch  a  quantity  as  to 
mitigate  a  fruitlefs,  inceffant  cough,  are 
very  beneficial.  If  this  firfb  period  has 
paffed  over  without  any  attention  paid  to 
the  diforder,  the  cough  becomes  more 
harfh  and  dry  ;  flight  lancinating  pains 
are  now  and  then  felt,  darting,  as  it  were, 
through  the  fubftance  of  the  lungs,  from 

fome 
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fome  central  point  in  the  cavity  of  the  thorax ; 
commonly  from  under  one  of  the  breads, 
fometimes  exa&ly  in  the  middle.  A  fore- 
nefs  is  complained  of  that  is  almoft  con¬ 
tinually  felt :  this  is  augmented  much  by 
the  cough,  but  not  to  fuch  a  degree  as  the 
pleuretic  flitches.  It  is  not  unufual  under 
thefc  circumflances  to  fee  the  thin  frothy 
phlegm  which  is  difeharged  by  coughing, 
flreaked  with  blood ;  fometimes  a  fmall 
fpoonful,  or  two  or  more,  are  coughed  up 
at  fome  certain  time  of  the  day.  It  is 
not  often  that  much  larger  quantities  are 


thrown  up  in  this  flate  of  the  difeafe,  unlefs 
the  patient  is  very  plethorick,  or  the  fabric 
of  the  lungs  extremely  tender,  or  the  cough 
is  inceffant. 

The  fame  indications  point  out  a  fimilar 
procefs,  in  refpeft  to  cure.  To  withdraw 
as  much  nourifhment  as  can  be  done  with¬ 
out  the  rifk  of  fuffering  from  inanition ; 
to  fupply  the  moil  cooling  nourifhment, 
and  the  mod  eafily  digefied,  in  moderate 
quantities,  and  the  more  frequently;  to 
bleed  in  fmall  quantities  repeatedly;  judg¬ 
ing  of  this  neceffity  not  from  the  appear¬ 
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ance  of  the  blood  alone,  for  this  will  often 
continue  fizy,  till  more  is  taken  away  than 
is  compatible  with  the  patient’s  fituation 
in  other  refpe&s.  For  if  we  lefien  the 
•vires  v'it'te  by  inanition  too  much,  a  difeafe 
then  takes  place,  which  probably  will  in- 
creafe  our  difficulty,  that  is  debility  of  the 
folids,  and  the  confequent  vitiation  of  the 
fluids.  The  pulfe,  the  heat,  the  pain, 
cough,  refpirdtion,  ftrength  and  age  of  the 
patient  fhould  all  be  taken  into  confidera- 
tion.  Many  perfons  live  free  from  com¬ 
plaints  with  lizy  blood.  The  condition 
therefore  of  the  blood  fi.ng.ly  ought  not  to 
determine  us;  we  fhould  examine  all  the 
evidence. 

'  -•  if  X  .«•  fi  \  ,«  U*  W  *  J  r  X4~  A.  • 

It  feems  unnecefiary  to  fpecify  what  I 
mean  by  light  cooling  nourifhment :  It  may 
not  however  be  improper  to  obferve  that 
wine,  or  any  other  fermented  fpirituous 
liquors,  are  improper  alone,  and  malt  li¬ 
quor,  however  weak,  feems  very  generally 
injurious;  flefh-meat,  or  indeed  animal  food 
of  any  kind,  feems  under  thefe  circumflances 
improper.  Spices  of  all  kinds  in  any 
-  ,  ,l  .  0  quantity* 
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quantity,  and  indeed  every  thing  poffefied 
of  much  piquancy.  Whey,  either  from 
goats  or  cows,  milk,  butter-milk,  milk  and 
water,  light  broths,  and  all  the  farinaceous 
preparations  are  to  be  recommended,  but 
ftill  remembering  to  advife  caution  in  re- 
fpeCt  to  quantity.  For  if  a  larger  quantity 
of  the  befc  adapted  nutriment  is  taken  in 
at  once  than  can  be  well  digefted,  the  chyle, 
fo  far  from  affording  that  bland  and  balmy 
fluid  to  the  blood,  that  muff  qualify  it  for 
the  offices  of  nutrition,  communicates  a 
fharpnefs,  that  defeats  our  expectations. 
It  matters  very  little  both  in  this  and 
many  other  difeales,  what  quality  the  food 
is  of,  if  the  quantity  likewife  does  not  cor- 
refpond  to  the  powers  of  digeftion.  I  have 

.  t 

not  the  leaft  doubt  but  this  is  likewife 
your  opinion ;  and  that  you  inforce  it  in 

your  directions :  But  that  this  is  the  cafe 
with  practitioners  in  general,  may  perhaps 
not  be  fo  certain. 

Under  fuch  a  fituation  as  is  above  de- 
fcribed,  the  methods  pointed  out  feldom 
fail  to  abate  the  fever  and  pain,  lower  the 

pulfe, 
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pulfe,  and  eafe  refpiration  ;  the  difcharge 
then  becomes  thicker,  and  the  cough,  in- 
ftead  of  being  violent  and  continual,  juft 
comes  on  when  a  quantity  of  well  digefted 
phlegm  folicits  its  difcharge,  and  ftep  by 
ftep  ufual  health  returns. 

To  fuch  convalefcents,  one  cannot  but 
recommend  the  utmoft  difcretion  in  refpe£t 
to  their  conduct.  A  violent  cold,  a  de¬ 
bauch,  long  confinement  in  populous  cities, 
and  other  fimilar  caufes,  will  foon  bring 
back  the  fame  fymptoms,  which,  if  fre¬ 
quently  repeated  or  neglected,  bring  on  a 
more  formidable  diftemper,  from  which, 
if  the  patient  recovers,  he  will  have 
much  to  attribute  to  the  ability  of  his  phy- 

fician. 

In  the  farther  progrefs  of  this  diftemper 
medicines  of  a  different  clafs  are  found  of 
advantage,  the  bark,  elixir  of  vitriol,  Briftol 
and  other  waters,  a  total  abftinence  from 
animal  food,  and  other  methods  of  treat¬ 
ing  confumptive  difeafes,  have  their  ufes. 
Should  you  think  thefe  remarks  not  un¬ 
worthy  of  your  notice,  I  fhall  endeavour 

q  to 
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to  collect  fiich  farther  remarks  as  have 
occurred  to  me  on  this  fubjeft,  and  fubmit 
them  to  your  confideration. 

4 

1 

I  am,  &c« 


\ 


1 
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XXIV.  An  Account  of  a  late 

■  \  X 

Diflemper ,  extracted  from  a  Letter  ad - 
drejfed  to  Gedney  Clarke,  Efq;  by  William 

Sandiford,  M.  D.  of  Barbadoes.  Com- 

»  / 

municated  by  Dr.  Fothergill.  Read 
April  16,  1770. 

IN  the  months  of  May,  June ,  and  July 
laft,  I  was  called  to  many  patients, 
white  as  Well  as  black,  young  as  well  as 
old,  and  of  both  fexes,  all  of  whom  la¬ 
boured  under  a  difeafe,  wThich,  from  the 
nature  of  the  complaints,  as  well  as  the 
method  of  cure,  may  be  denominated  a 
putrid  remitting  fever.  The  fymptoms 
were  various  in  various  patients  :  in  fome 
cafes,  they  were  fo  mild,  that  for  the  firffc 
two  or  three  days,  the  patients  complained 
of  little  more  than  alternate  heats  and 
chills,  together  with  a  general  lailitude  of 
the  whole  body  ;  in  others,  and  more  ge¬ 
nerally,  the  patient  was  attacked  all  at 
once  in  a  moft  violent  manner,  the  head, 
and  of  that  principally  the  fore-part,  being 
greatly  affe&ed.  One  fo  feized,  ran  about 
Vql.IV.  X  like 
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like  a  perfon  diftra&ed  ;  another  fell  down 

i 

fuddenly  like  one  ftruck  dead;  and  even 
in  thofe,  in  whom  the  fymptoms  did  not 
run  high  enough  to  produce  this  effeCt,  fo 
liable  was  the  head  to  become  affeCted,  that 

I  fcarcely  remember  one  patient  in  whom 

\ 

this  was  not  a  principal,  as  well  as  a  never 
failing  complaint ;  fo  that  this,  with  the 
ftupor  and  delirium,  that  generally  attended 
it,  and  which  were  always  word  at  night, 
I  looked  upon  to  be  the  chief  diagnoftics  of 
the  difeafe.  To  which  I  may  add  a  certain 
difagreeable  noife  in  the  head  and  ears,  often 
ending  in  deafnefs,  great  giddinefs,  and  im¬ 
perfection  of  fight,  fo  as  to  incapacitate  tht 
patient  from  (landing  or  walking  without 
danger  of  falling,  or  even  feeing  the  light 
without  offence  ;  great  pain  in  the  back,  an 
uneafy  fen  fa  tion  about  the  pit  of  the  ftomach, 
with  Teachings,  and  a  difpofition  to  vomit; 
great  load  and  oppreffion  about  the  prse- 
cordia ,  together  with  a  difficult,  laborious 
refpi ration  ;  uncertain  fl u firings  in  the 
cheeks  and  forehead,  whilft  the  tip  of  the 
nofe  has  been  often  felt  as  cold  as  ice ;  and 
all  this  attended  with  intenfe  third  and  a 

parching 
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parching  heat  all  over  the  body :  after 
thefe  a  profufe  fweat  generally  broke  out, 
which  brought  on  a  remiffion  of  all  the 
fymptoms;  but  left  the  patient  fo  cold, 
weak,  and  difpirited,  as  to  make  the  ftrong- 
eft  cordials  neceflary  to  fupport  and  keep 
him  up;  the  feet  to  the  knees,  and  the 
hands  to  the  elbows,  being  often  as  cold 
as  marble ;  nay,  fo  weakening  and  ex- 
haufting  were  thefe  fweats,  that  I  remem¬ 
ber  fame  perfons  of  the  ftrongeft  and  mod 
robuft  confutations,  who  were  reduced,  in 
a  fmall  fpace  of  time,  to  the  flate  of  child¬ 
ren,  being  unable  to  ftand  or  walk,  or  even 
to  fit,  without  fupport.  The  eyes  had  ge¬ 
nerally  a  fiery  red  appearance,  fomewhat 

mixed  with  yellow,  which  colour  became 

/ 

more  difcemible  as  the  difeafe  advanced, 
till  at  length  it  diffufed  itfelf  over  the 
whole  face  and  furface  of  the  ikin  :  at 
other  times,  chiefly  about  the  approach  of 
the  fit,  which,  by  their  appearance,  I 
could  often  forebode,  they  looked  dull, 
waterifh,  and  heavy,  and  exhibited  that 
appearance  which  is  peculiar  to  perfons 

X  2  under 


j 


308  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries. 

under  intoxication,  or  whofe  brain  is  greatly 
affe&ed. 

The  pulfe,  in  the  ftate  of  remiflion,  was 
generally  fmall,  weak,  and  quick ;  as  the 
time  of  attack  approached,  it  grew  fuller, 
ftronger,  and  quicker,  till  at  the  accefs  of  the 
fever  itfelf,  it  was  as  ftrong,  full,  and  quick, 
as  in  the  higher  inflammatory  fever  ; 
which  induced  fome  who  faw  the  difeafe  in 
this  ftage,  and  were  unacquainted  with  its 
nature,  to  order  bleeding  :  but  though 
there  were  the  ftrongeft  reafons  imaginable, 
from  all  appearance  of  fymptoms,  to  au- 
thorife  this  procedure ;  yet  fuch  was  the 
peculiar  nature  of  this  difeafe,  that  neither 
bleeding,  purging,  nor  indeed. any  other 
evacuation,  as  fuch ,  was  of  ufe,  unlefs  un¬ 
der  the  circumftances  and  reftri£iions  here- 

*  -*  T  *  X 

after  to  be  mentioned  :  nay,  I  have  feen  a 
fecond  bleeding  fo  fink  a  ftrong  robuft 
man,  that  he  was  obliged  to  drink  feveral 
pints  of  old  Madeira  wine,  before  he  could 
be  reftored  to  any  degree  of  ftrength  and 
fpirits  ;  and  this  too  under  circumftances  of 
high  delirium,  and  where  any  perfon  unac¬ 
quainted 
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quainted  with  the  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
would  have  thought  it  unpardonable  to 
have  omitted  bleeding.  The  like  alfo  has 
been  obferved  of  purging;  and  accordingly, 
though  blood  drawn  has  often  exhibited 
figns  of  the  higheft  inflammation,  and 
therefore  would  appear  to  warrant  both 
evacuation  and  attenuation  ;  yet  fo  inju¬ 
rious  were  fuch  meafures  found  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  that  even  one  or  two  dofes  of  nitre 
have  been  known  to  produce  a  purging, 
and  a  fmall  dofe  of  rhubarb  has  brought 
about  fuch  a  diarrhoea,  as  could  afterwards 
fcarcely  be  reftrained,  weakening  and  re¬ 
ducing  the  patient  to  a  furprifing  degree  ; 
a  circumftance,  I  found  by  experience,  ever 
to  be  avoided,  the  difeafe  generally  doing 
this  fufficiently  of  itfelf ;  fo  that,  however 
neceflary,  or  even  to  be  admitted  once, 
bleeding  was  to  relieve  any  prefling  fymp- 
tom,  or  avert  any  future  ill  confequence 
that  might  be  apprehended  from  its  omif- 
fion,  yet  it  was  fcarce  ever  to  be  repeated ; 
and  though  purging  might  be  neceflary 
to  keep  the  bowels  duly  foluble,  in  order 
to  carry  off  any  offending  matter,  yet 

X  3  it 
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it  was  as  cautioufly  to  be  purfued  as  bleed¬ 
ing,  both  manifeftly  confpiring  againft  one 
of  the  principal  indications  of  cure,  the 
fupport  of  the  vis  vita. 

The  tongue,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe,  was  of  a  crimfon  hue,  which,  as 
the  difeafe  advanced,  inclined  to  a  dufky 
yellow;  fometimes  it  had  on  its  furface  a 
thin,  white,  foft  fur,  and  was  moift,  often 
trembling,  as  the  patient  endeavoured  to 
put  it  out;  at  other  times,  chiefly  in  the 
flate  of  remiffion,  it  was  rough  and  dry, 
the  patient  complaining  of  the  like  difa- 
greeahle  fenfation  in  his  mouth  :  but  the 
appearance  which  moft  charadferifed  this 
difeafe,  and  which  indeed,  was  chiefly  di¬ 
agnostic  of  it,  was  a  fmooth,  dry,  glolfy 
appearance  along  its  whole  middle,  whilii 
the  hides  refembled  thofe  of  perfons  fubject 
to  the  fore  mouth. 

The  urine  at  firfb  was  crude,  pale,  and 
thin ;  as  the  difeafe  advanced  it  became 
thicker  and  more  faturated,  refembling 
whey,  which  at  length  turned  to  a  flame 
colour,  ohfervable  in  the  urine  of  fuch  as 
have  ufed  much  exercife,  and  taken  long 

journies, 
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journies,  and  let  drop  a  thick,  whitifh 
brown  fediment  ;  at  other  times,  chiefly 
when  the  difeafe  has  been  of  fome  handing, 
and  the  patient  apparently  much  reduced, 
the  urine  has  put  on  quite  a  bilious  colour, 
tinging  white  linen- or  paper  dipped  into  it 
with  a  bilious  yellow  hue. 

With  refped  to  the  matter  thrown  up 
by  vomiting,  it  was  for  the  moft  part  green 
and  porraceous :  in  fad,  I  have  feen  it  fo 
green  as  to  communicate  the  like  colour  to 
water  when  mixed  with  it,  and  kept  for 
infpedion.  This,  however,  of  all  evacu¬ 
ations,  ought  not  to  he  difpenfed  with ;  the 
patient  being  generally  relieved  of  the 
load  and  opprefiion  about  the  pr&cordia  in 
proportion  to  this  evacuation  ;  and  where 
it  has  been  omitted,  Nature  has  ihewn 
its  expediency  by  continually  loliciting 
the  ftomach,  until  a  cholera  fupervening, 
has  taught  the  phyfician,  by  its  happy 
effeds,  what  ought  to  have  been  his 
condud. 

I  muft  not  omit  to  mention  the  ftools  of 
perfons  affeded  with  this  difeafe  :  in  fome 
they  exadly  refembled  the  fat  of  crabs ;  in 

X  4  ‘  others 
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others  they  were  briny  and  fharp,  and  in. 
others  they  were  like  dirty  water ;  but 
though  they  varied  thus  in  different  pa¬ 
tients,  yet  in  all  they  were  very  foetid  and 
offenfive,  and  the  patients  feldom  or  never 
failed  to  complain  of  a  hard  tenfe  belly. 

As  to  the  blood,  though  it  was  often 
fizy,  yet  it  was  eafy,  even  under  that  cir- 

f 

cumftance,  to  difcover  its  tendency  to  pu- 
trefcence  :  for  the  part  beneath  the  fizy 
furface  readily  yielded  to  the  flighted:  at¬ 
tempt  to  divide  it,  and  appeared  interfperfed 
with  livid  fpots,  feparating  at  the  fame  time 
a  bilious  yellow  ferum. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  given  you  a  pretty 
full  defcription  of  the  difeafe,  upon  which 
you  may  depend  ;  if,  however,  different 
circumftances  of  climate  and  fituation 
fhould  produce  any  variety  in  it,  not  here 
taken  notice  of,  you  will  pleafe  to  remem- 
her,  that  my  plan  was,  only  to  relate  what 
I  had  feen  and  experienced  myfelf,  without 
entering  any  further  into  the  fubjed.  It 
remains  only  therefore,  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  method  of  cure  I  found  the  moft 
fuccefsfuJ,  obferving  vacuations  in  general, 

efpecially 
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efpecially  thofe  by  bleeding,  not  fuccefsful; 
on  the  contrary,  that,  by  weakening  and 
reducing  the  patient,  they  feemed  rather 
to  confpire  with  the  difeafe.  You  may  be 
certain  I  was  as  fparing  as  poffible  in 
drawing  this  vital  fluid :  fome  portion, 
however,  it  was  fometimes  neceffary  to 
draw ;  but  then  it  was  when  the  difeafe 
was  recent,  the  patient  young,  ftrong,  and 
plethoric,  the  inflammation  high,  and 
where  the  omiffion  of  this  evacuation 
might  have  been  attended  with  fome  imme¬ 
diate  bad  confequence.  Under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  bleeding,  in  a  proportion 
fuitable  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  tended 
to  mitigate  the  fucceeding  fit,  and  in  all 
probability,  to  bring  the  difeafe  fooner  to  a 
plain  remiffion :  with  the  fame  view  a  very 
gentle  purge,  as  before  defcribed,  was  of 
ufe ;  befides,  when  thefe  means  had  been 
ufed,  the  phyfician  could,  with  greater  pro¬ 
priety,  adminifter  the  warm,  cordial,  alexi- 
pharmac  and  antifeptic  medicines,  which 
now  became  highly  neceiTary  to  check  the 
growing  putrefcent  flate  of  the  juices. 


But 
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But  though  blood  might  and  ought  to  be 
drawn  under  the  circumftances  juft  men¬ 
tioned  ;  yet,  when  the  contrary  was  the 
cafe,  or  the  operation  had  been  once  per- 

*  0 

formed,  the  ufe  of  the  lancet  was  to  be 
withheld,  even  though  the  blood  fhould 
appear  highly  fizy  ;  for  it  was  found  by 

experience,  that  the  feptic  difpofition  of  the 

•  * 

humours,  was  but  too  apt  to  produce  atte¬ 
nuation,  and  even  diffolution. 

This  done,  an  emetic  was  always  found 
of  ufe,  the  patient  generally  throwing  up 
great  quantities  qf  a  thick,  bilious,  jelly- 
like  fubftance,  to  the  great  relief  of  the 
load  and  oppreffion  about  the  procardia ,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  it  had  the  further  good 

'  *  9 

effed  of  producing  a  ftool  or  two ;  and 
'  indeed  Nature  feemed,  in  a  particular  man¬ 
ner,  to  point  out  this  evacuation,  as  the 
patient,  for  the  mofl  part,  complained  of 
a  bitterifh  tafte,  with  a  fenfe  of  fomething 
copperifh  and  difagreeable  in  his  mouth,  of 
which  he  was  generally  relieved  by  this 
evacuation  ;  fo  that  I  found  it  neceffary,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  to  repeat  it  as 
often  as  fuch  fymptoms  appeared. 


Having 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  315 

Having  now  cleanfed  the  firft  paffages? 
the  next  indication  to  be  fulfilled,  appeared 
to  be  that  of  checking  and  correcting  the 
putrefcent  ftate  of  the  juices,  and  of  co-ope¬ 
rating  with  Nature  in  eliminating  the 
morbid  matter  through  the  proper  excre- 
tories ;  for  which  purpofe,  the  warm,  cor¬ 
dial,  alexipharmac  and  antifeptic  medicines 
feemed  principally  neceffary  ;  but  though 
thefe  had  all  the  good  effects  that  could  be 
expected  from  them,  in  keeping  up  the  vis 
*vit<e9  correcting  the  humours,  and  a  {lifting 
Nature  in  the  expulfion  of  the  morbific 
matter  ;  yet  all  thefe  proved  infufficient  of 
themfelves  to  effect  a  cure,  until  the  ufe 
of  the  bark  was  introduced,  the  patient 
often  diffolving  away  under  the  violent, 
profufe,  cold  fweats,  until  this  medicine 
put  an  effectual  check  to  them  ;  nay,  fo 
lingular  was  the  efficacy  of  this  medicine 
in  this  difeafe,  that  I  can  truly  fay,  I  know 

of  none  that  were  cured  without  it,  and  all 

♦ 

thefe  who  negle&ed  to  take  it,  however 
conformable  they  might  have  been  in  other 
refpects*  were  never thelefs  often  precipi¬ 
tated 
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tated  into  the  danger  of  a  dropfy  or  con- 
fumption  :  of  fuch  indifpenfable  ufe  was 
the  bark  in  this  difeafe  ! 

In  my  fir  ft  ufe  of  this  medicine,  I  blended 
it  with  the  alexipharmacs  in  the  form  of  a 
decodtion ;  but  as  all  the  good  effedts  re- 
fulting  from  the  mixture,  feemed  princi¬ 
pally  owing  to  the  bark  contained  in  it,  I 
thought  it  was  but  juft  to  give  it  its  due 
preference ;  and  accordingly  afterwards  ad- 
miniftered  it  alone,  either  in  decodtion  or 
fubftance,  as  it  feemed  neceffary. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  particularly,  that 
whereas  moft  writers  forbid  the  ufe  of  the 
hark  abfolutely,  unlefs  in  the  ftate  of  re- 
miflion  and  intermiffion,  I  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  give  it  at  any  time  of  the  difeafe 
indifcriminately,  and  fuccefs  juftified  the 
practice,  the  patient  otherwife  diflolving 
away  irretrievably  under  the  cold,  colliqua¬ 
tive  fweats,  he  had  perpetually  upon  him. 

With  refpedt  to  blifters,  though  I  found 
them  neceffary  to  roufe,  and  give  a  fpring 
to  Nature,  as  well  as  to  relieve  any  topical 
pain  y  yet  the  difeharge  they  made  was  fo 

8  great 
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great  and  weakening,  that  I  often  wifhed 
to  be  able  to  effed  the  purpofes  intended  by 
them,  without  putting  Nature  to  fo  great 
an  expence  ;  befides,  from  the  fharpnefs  of 
the  humours  the  bliftered  parts  often  ulce¬ 
rated  fo  feverely,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
heal  them  up  even  after  the  patient  was 
apparently  well  ;  fo  that  I  was  at  times 
indifpenfably  obliged  to  ufe  them,  yet  it 
was  always  with  reludance. 

I  cannot  difmifs  the  fubjed  without  in¬ 
forcing  the  ufe  of  old  Madeira  wine  in  this 
difeafe ;  a  medicine  of  fo  Angular  efficacy, 
whether  confidered  as  a  cordial  or  an 
alexipharmac,  as  to  be  fcarcely  inferior  to 
any  the  fhop  affords.  I  had  one  patient 
who  took  no  other  medicine  throughout  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  diftemper,  until  the 
remiffion  made  it  neceffary  to  adminifter 
the  bark,  to  put  off  the  periodic  returns  of 
the  fever;  of  this,  therefore,  the  patient 
may,  and  ought  to  drink  freely  through¬ 
out  this  difeafe,  in  the  form  of  fangree,  aci¬ 
dulated  with  elixir  of  vitriol. 

This  liquor,  with  panada,  hartfliorn, 
and  calves  feet  jellies,  fago,  rich  broths  with 

aromatic 
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aromatic  herbs,  and  things  of  the  like 
foft  and  nourilhing  qualities,  are  the  mod 
proper  diet  in  this  difeafe.  But  however 
the  method  of  treatment  may  conquer  the 
difeafe,  a  change  of  air,  and  a  courfe  of 
exercife  fuited  to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient, 
are  effentially  neceffary  towards  the  perfect 

re-eftablifhment  of  his  health. 

1  *  ✓ 

I  have  now,  Sir,  performed  the  talk  you 
were  pleafed  to  affign  me.  If  fome  things 
fhould  be  too  lightly  touched,  or  others 
too  minutely  dwelt  upon,  however  I 
may  have  failed  in  the  execution,  you 
will  be  allured,  my  intention  was,  to  ma¬ 
il  ife  It  my  readinefs  to  oblige  you,  and  .to 
anfwer,  as  far  as  in  my  powrer,  the  bene¬ 
volent  purpofes  of  your  requeft.  I  fhall 
fully  fupply  any  of  my  own  deficiencies 
by  referring  you  to  the  judicious  Sir  John 
Pringle ,  who  has  treated  the  fubjedt  fully 
and  accurately,  and  entered  pretty  minutely 
into  its  aetiology;  in  all  which  there  is  a 
perfect  agreement  with  what  has  obtained 
here. 

It  may,  however,  not  be  unworthy 
notice,  that  fo^  thefe  two  years  lad  pad, 

it 


i 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  319 

v  ' 

it  has  been  remarkably  warm  and  moift 
in  this  ifland  :  that  great  quantities  of  rain 
have  fallen :  that  the  days  have  been  very 
hot  and  fultry,  whilft  the  nights  have 
been  fo  damp  and  chill,  as  to  fir  ike  per- 
fons  with  great  coldnefles  and  fhiverings 
who  have  been  expofed  to  them :  that 
moft  of  thofe  who  have  been  attacked 
with  this  fever,  were  fuch  as  lived  in  the 
loweft  and  moift  fituations  ;  in  places  thick 
befet  with  trees,  and  furrounded  with 
water,  and  where  the  fprings  lay  neareft 
to  the  furface  :  that  filhermen,  and  fuch 
as  were  moft  expofed  to  the  cold  and 
moiftnefs ;  as  alfo,  thofe  of  the  weakeft  and 
moft  lax  conftitutions,  were  particularly 
objects  of  it.  In  all  the  epidemics,  as  they 
have  of  late  feverally  obtained  here,  there 
was  ever  to  be  obferved  fomething  of  a 
putrefactive  tendency. 

I  have  only  to  add  my  wifhes,  that 
thofe  who  fhall  perufe  the  method  .here 
recommended,  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe, 
may  find  it  as  fuccefsful  as  I  have:  a  fuc- 
cefs  which  I  muft,  in  a  great  meafure, 

attribute 
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attribute  to  the  affiftance  1  received  from 
reading  Sir  ’John  Pringle ,  and  fome  hints 
I  was  favoured  with  by  my  friend  Dr. 
Kyd. 

I  am,  &c. 

'  *1 

William  Sandiford. 


!  *  : 
V 
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XXV.  Appendix  to  a  Paper  on  the  Hydro¬ 
cephalus  Internus,  by  William  Watfon, 
ill.  D.  F \  R>  S.  Read  30  April,  1770. 

To  the  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 

p*  ’  •  / , 


Gentlemen, 


AS  an  Appendix  to  my  former  *  com¬ 
munication  on  the  hydrocephalus  in~ 
ternus ,  I  take  the  liberty  of  fubjoining  the 
following  i 

An  healthy  boy,  aged  fix  years,  received, 

in  November  laft,  on  the  top  of  his  head, 

• 

a  fmart  blow  from  a  ftone  thrown  at  him 
by  one  of  his  companions :  of  this  he 
complained  a  good  deal  at  the  time  ;  but 

as  the  wound  was  but  flight,  it  was  almofl: 

■ 

forgotten*  In  about  a  fortnight  from  this 
accident,  he  made  frequent  complaints  of 
a  pain  in  his  head.  As  his  breath  was  at 
this  time  unufualiy  o  (Fen  five,  and  his  belly 
fomewhat  enlarged,  this  diforder  was  fup- 


*  Page  78,  et  feq, 

Vol ,  IV,  t  poCed 
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pofed  to  be  owing  to  worms.  In  a  few 
days  the  pain  of  the  head  increafed  ;  he 
had  a  confiderable  degree  of  fever,  was 
exceedingly  reftlefs,  and  loft  his  fpeech. 

The  fecond  day  from  the  lofs  of  his 
fpeech  I  firft  faw  him  :  the  byftanders  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  the  fever,  within  thefe 
few  days,  was  much  increafed  :  his  pulfe 
was  quick,  and  his  flefh  hot :  his  cheeks 
flufhed  confiderably,  and  he  fweated  much 
about  the  head,  face,  and  neck :  he  was 
in  a  lethargic  ftupor,  fcarce  fenfible  of  any 
thing  that  was  faid  to  him,  and  parted 
\yith  his  urine  and  ftools  involuntarily:  the 
pupils  of  both  eyes  were  in  the  greateft 
degree  of  dilatation,  and  they  did  not  con- 
trad:,  when  a  lighted  candle,  or  any  other 
objed  was  brought  haftily  near  them  ;  an 
indication  of  the  lofs  of  fight :  the  right 
arm  was,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  en¬ 
feebled  ;  but  with  the  left  arm  and  hand 
he  was,  when  roufed,  conftantly  rubbing 
his  forehead,  as  he  rolled  his  head  on  the 
pillow  from  fide  to'  fide.  Though  his 
fleeps  were  fhort,  whenever  he  awoke,  he 
flirieked  for  a  confiderable  time.  Befides 
5  frequent 


Medical  Obfervations  arid  Inquiries .  32 3 

frequent  returns  of  general  eonvulfions, 
the  mufcles  of  his  face,  eyes,  and  eye-lids 
were  particularly  convulfed  ;  and  .  fo  at 
times  was  his  right  enfeebled  arm. 

From  confidering  the  hiftory  of  this 
difeafe,  and  comparing  it  with  feveral 
others  I  had  heretofore  feen,  I' had  little 
doubt  of  its  having  its  fource  from  water 
in  the  cavities  of  the  brain,  and  judged 
that  there  were  but  fmall  hopes  of  relief : 
I,  however,  ordered  a  blifter  to  his  head, 
fome  medicines  to  abate  the  fever,  and  to 
keep  his  bowels  gently  foluble,  with  proper 
liquids  and  nourifhment. 

For  four  or  five  days  from  this  time,  every 
fymptom  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
death  was  hourly  expe&ed.  The  patient 
was  indeed  reduced  to  the  greateft  degree 
of  debility  :  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days 
more,  however,  the  fymptoms  were  milder; 
he  every  fecond  day  took  an  opening  medi¬ 
cine  ;  and  as  his  feverifh  heat  abated,  he 
was  allowed  weak  broth,  and  aliment  more 

1  ...  *  .  - 

nutritious  than  that  before  directed,  with  a 
fmall  proportion  of  wine. 

■  '  ’  ry  y  2 
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In  about  a  fortnight  from  my  firft  feeing 
him,  his  pupils  contracted  at  times,  and  he 
gave  indications  of  his  being  able  at  fuch 
times  to  diftinguifh  objeCts.  The  convul- 
fions,  flufhings,  great  reftlefihefs,  eryings 
out  upon  waking,  and  other  fymptoms,  con¬ 
tinued,  though  in  a  lefs  degree,  for  near  a 
month  longer;  by  which  time  his  fight  was 
quite  reftored,  and  his  right  arm  had  reco¬ 
vered  its  ftrength  :  in  about  a  fortnight 
more  his  fpeech  returned,  after  having  loft 
it  two  months ;  by  flow  degrees  he  recovered 

his  ftrength,  and  he  is  now  perfectly  well. 

*  « 

The  above  recited  is  the  only  inftance, 

which  has  occurred  to  my  obfervation,  of 
a  recovery  from  a  dropfy  of  the  brain, 
when,  from  its  attendant  fymptoms,  little 
doubt  remained  of  the  difeafe  being  com¬ 
pletely  formed ;  which,  that  it  was  fo  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  the  hiftory  before  men¬ 
tioned  ftrongly  indicates.  The  abfolute 
cxiftence  indeed  of  fluid,  preternatural  in 
its  quantity,  being  contained  in  the  cavities 
of  the  brain,  can  only  be  afcertained  by  an 
examination  after  death  :  but  as  the  fymp¬ 
toms  of  the  patient,  now  under  confidera- 

tion. 
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lion,  were  exactly  fimilar  to  thofe  in  others 
whofe  heads  having  been  opened,  water  in 
an  enlarged  quantity  has  been  found  in 
the  brain,  I  am  induced  to  confider  them 
as  arifing  from  the  fame  caufe. 

The  late  Dr.  Whytt ,  as  I  mentioned  in 
my  former  communication,  out  of  more 
than  twenty  labouring  under  this  difeafe, 
faw  none  recover ;  and  the  fame  misfortune 
has  attended  me  with  more  than  half  that 
number.  The  recovery,  therefore,  of  the 
patient  above-mentioned,  under  fuch  dread¬ 
ful  circumftances,  having  exceeded  my  ex¬ 
pectation,  I  thought  proper  to  acquaint 
you  therewith  :  it  may  tend  to  encourage 
us  not  too  haftily  to  defert  our  patients, 
even  in  this  difeafe.  It  may  fometimes 
happen,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance,  that 
Nature,  though  but  moderately  affifted, 
will  enable  the  fick  to  ftruggle  through 
difeafes  beyond  our  moft  fanguine  expecta¬ 
tion. 

Previous  to  his  illnefs,  this  boy,  as  I  be¬ 
fore  mentioned,  had  received  a  blow  from 
a  done  on  his  head.  He  had  likewife  had 
a  fall  down  flairs  about  the  fame  time,  and 

Y  3  had 
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•  .  1  :  v 

had  fmartly  ftruck  his  head  againfl:  the 

flairs.  One  of  the  girls,  who  I  formerly 
mentioned  to  have  died  of  a  dropfy  in  the 
brain,  had  iikewife  fallen  with  her  head 
againfl  the  floor,  previous  to  her  being  taken 
ill.  How  far  thefe  injuries  might  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  production  of  this  difeafe,  I 
do  not  take  upon  me  to  determine:  they 
are  only  taken  notice  of  here,  as  matters  of 
faCt,  from  which,  without  the  confirma¬ 
tion  of  a  great  number  of  flmilar  inftances, 
no  inference  can  or  ought  to  be  deduced. 
That  the  brain  does  fuffer  from  violent 
concuffions,  is  not  to  be  doubted. 

In  our  difeuflions  in  relation  to  obfeure 
difeafes,  the  nearer  we  approach  to  preci- 
fion,  the  more  ufeful  are  our  obfervations  : 
as  a  further  confirmation,  therefore,  that  the 
fymptoms  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  thefe 
papers,  very  ftrongly  indicate  the  dropfy 
of  the  brain,  permit  me  to  add  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

-  I  was  very  lately  defired  to  confult  with 
'another  phyfician  in  relation  to  a  boy  about 
four  years  bid,  whofe  difeafe  was  exa&ly 
fimilar  to  that  juft  now  recited.  Without 
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any  apparent  caufe  he  loft  his  ufual  fpirits 
and  temper,  and  was  affedted,  at  times,  in 
his  ftomach  and  head.  In  about  a  fort¬ 
night  he  became  feverifh,  complained  much 
of  a  pain  in  the  head,  was  exceedingly  reft- 
lefs,  impatient  of  light,  and  vomited  when¬ 
ever  either  medicines  or  nourifhment  were 
given  him  ;  he  was  coftive,  and  had  no 
ftools  without  affiftance. 

I  firft  vifited  him  on  the  eighth  day  after 
the  fever  began  :  he  had  had  general  con- 
vulfions  the  day  before  I  faw  him :  his  pulfe 
was  quick,  his  flefli  hot,  his  pupils  confi- 
derably  dilated,  and  both  eyes,  at  times, 
affedfed  with  the  ftrabifmus :  he  was 
comatofe,  and  when  roufed,  though  he 
called  for  nothing,  took  now,  and  retained 
whatever  was  given  him.  On  the  fucceed- 
ing  days,  though  the  heat  fubfided,  his 
pulfe  continued  equally  quick,  his  cheeks 
ftufhed  at  times,  his  lethargic  ftupor  in- 
creafed,  he  parted  with  his  urine  and  ftools 
involuntarily,  he  loft  his  fpeech,  and  be¬ 
came  quite  blind  :  the  convulfions  increafed 
in  their  frequency  and  violence  ;  his  pulfe 

t  * 

arofe  to  a  quicknefs  fcarce  to  be  counted ; 

Y  4  and, 
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and,  all  medical  endeavours  proving  fruit- 
lefs,  he  died  on  the  fifth  day  after  my  firft 
feeing  him,  being  the  thirteenth  day  after 
the  fever  began.  Two  days  before  his 
death,  the  tunica  conjundtwa  of  the  left 
eye  became  inflamed  ;  a  circumftance  ob- 
ferved  in  others  by  Dr.  Whytt . 

At  my  defire  the  head  was  examined : 
neither  the  brain  nor  its  membranes  had 
thq  leafl:  inflammatory  appearance ;  but 
near  four  ounces  of  fluid  were  found  in 
the  cavities,  which  had  neither  colour  nor 
fmell  ;  and  a  quantity  of  it  being  expofed 
to  the  flame  of  a  candle  in  a  fpoon,  did 
not  coagulate,  but  went  off  in  vapour, 
without  leaving  any  refiduum  :  the  bones 
of  the  head  were  perfectly  clofed. 

In  every  inftance  that  has  occurred  to 
my  obfervation,  the  fluid  in  the  brain 
of  thofe  who  have  died  of  this  difeafe, 

r 

has  been  found,  like  that  juft  now  men¬ 
tioned,  without  colour  or  fmell ;  and  in¬ 
deed  indicated  no  morbid  appearance. 
This  has  induced  me  to  be  of  opinion, 
that  whenever  this  fluid  is  productive 
of  difeafe  and  death,  its  efFe&s  arife  not 

from 
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from  any  preternatural  acrimony  it  is 
endued  with,  but  the  mifchiefs  are  pro¬ 
duced  fimply  by  the  ventricles  being  over¬ 
loaded  with  it;  and  this  fluid  being 
incompreflible  itfelf,  forces  the  brain  againft 
the  fkull,  and  thereby  ,  impedes  the  free 
paflage  of  the  blood  through  the  veflels 
of  the  brain  and  its  meninges  :  befides, 
by  its  preflure,  it  difturbs  the  functions  of 
the  brain  itfelf,  and  its  effects  on  the  optic 
nerve  are  early  feen;  firft,  by  the  fenfi- 
bility  of  the  retina ,  which  renders  the 
fick,  in  the  firft  ftage  of  this  illnefs,  ex¬ 
tremely  impatient  of  light ;  and  afterwards, 
as  the  difeafe  increafes,  occafions  a  lofs  of 
fight,  and  confequently  a  dilatation  of  the 
pupil  to  its  greateft  extent.  The  fame 
caufe  affecting  the  third  pair  of  nerves, 
which  are  fubfervient  to  the  motions  of  the 
eye,  occafions  the  irregular  convulfive 
motions  and  diftentions,  which  are  ufually 
obferved  in  that  organ  in  the  courfe  of  this 
difeafe.  A  greater  degree  of  diftention  of 
the  brain,  and  its  compreffion  from  this 
fluid,  brings  on  general  convulfions,  and 
is  moft  ufually  fatal 
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XXVI.  Ext  rail  of  a  Letter  from  Dr* 

William  Thomfon,  Phyfician  at  Wor- 
cefter,  to  William  Hunter,  M.  D .  giving 
an  Account  of  a  fatal  Effujton  of  Blood 
into  the  Cavity  of  the  Pericardium. 
Communicated  by  Dr.  Hunter.  Read 
June  25,  1770. 


Worccfer ,  March  3,  1769.. 

L  JJ.  -  ’ •  .  .  •  i  J  #  *  J  1  * 

Gentleman  of  this  place,  about  forty- 


±  jl  two  years  of  age,  of  middle  fize, 
and  moderately  robuft,  had  been  liable  to 
frequent  returns  of  a  violent  inflammatory 
rheumatifm,  which  generally  lafted  feven 
or  eight  weeks.  About  the  end  of  laft 
January  he  was  attacked  with  that  difofder 
accompanied  with  fever*  and  with  great 
pain,  which  at  firft  affe&ed  his  limbs;'  but 
after  fome  days  laid  hold  of  his  cheft,  and 
was  particularly  violent  in  his  left  fide, 
from  which  it  could  not  be  removed  by 
repeated  bleeding,  nor  even  relieved  but  by 
the  application  of  a  blifler  to  the  part :  this 
procured  confiderable  eafe,  while  its  ftimu- 


3 
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Iiis  and  difcharge  lafted ;  but  when  thefe 
were  gone  off,  the  pain  returned,  though 
not  with  its  former  violence ;  and  fome- 
times  it  drifted  to  the  bread:,  clavicles,  and 
left  fhoulder. 

He  alfo  laboured  under  a  conftant  tickling 
cough,  which,  though  not  violent,  created 
him  much  uneafinefs,  by  aggravating  the 
pains  in  his  fide,  and  other  parts  of  his 
cheft. 

He  had  all  his  life  been  liable  to  occa- 
fional  palpitations  of  the  heart,  and  confe- 
quent  fluttering,  unevennefs,  and  intermif- 
fion  of  the  pulfe,  Thefe  returned  feveral 
times  during  the  continuance  of  his  rheu- 
matifm,  and  fometimes  lafted  for  a  day 
together,  or  even  longer;  but  they  were 
readily  and  certainly  relieved  by  bleeding, 
and  fometimes  by  a  gentle  evacuation  by 
ftool. 

I  ought  alfo  to  mention,  that  he  had,  for 
many  years,  been  fubjed  to  frequent  re-> 
turns  of  a  profufe  haemorrhage  from  the  nofe. 
This  barely  made  its  appearance  once  or 
twice  in  the  courfe  of  his  rheumatic  dis¬ 
order  ;  but  after  a  difcharge  of  a  few  drops 

of 
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of  blood,  it  ceafed  fpontaneoufly,  without 
the  leaft  effort  made  to  flop  it.  The  fame 
thing  had  happened  to  him,  and  in  the 
fame  manner,  in  a  former  fit,  when  I  at¬ 
tended  him  about  four  years  ago. 

In  the  fpace  of  three  weeks  he  was  bled 
fix  times,  on  account  of  the  pains  in  the/ 
fide  and  breaft,  difficulty  of  breathing,  &c. 
and  in  all  he  loft  about  fifty  ounces  of 
blood. 

•  *  t  j  *  i 

In  other  refpeds  he  was  treated  as  the 
fever  and  other  fymptoms  feemed  to  re¬ 
quire  ;  and  about  the  end  of  three  weeks 
his  fever  was  much  abated,  his  pains  were 
relieved,  and  I  had  reafbn  to  hope  for  the 
fame  favourable  termination  of  his  com¬ 
plaints  that  I  had  experienced  in  the  former 
fit,  juft  mentioned. 

In  this  ftate  of  his  diforder,  on  the 
eighteenth  of  February ,  in  the  forenoon, 
he  was  fuddenly  feized  with  an  uncommon 
faintnefs,  difficulty  of  breathing,  great  an¬ 
xiety  and  oppreffion ;  and  in  place  of  his 
former  acute  pain,  he  complained  of  a  pain 
which  was  more  dull,  but  at  the  fame  time 
much  more  diftreffing,  and  attended  with 

a  great 
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a  great  degree  of  weight,  behind  the  breaft- 
bone,  a  little  towards  the  left  fide,  and  ex¬ 
tending  through  to  his  back ;  a  cold  clammy 
fweat  immediately  fpread  all  over  his  body; 
his  arms,  legs,  and  thighs  became  pale,  or 
rather  livid,  and  perfectly  cold ;  the  flrokes 
of  his  pulfe  were  not  very  quick  nor  irre¬ 
gular,  but  they  became  extremely  low  and 
feeble,  and  he  had,  in  almoft  every  refpedt, 
the  appearance  of  a  dying  man. 

In  this  ftate  he  remained  twelve  or  four¬ 
teen  hours,  after  which  his  fymptoms 
were  confiderably  alleviated ;  he  ilept  a 
little  at  times,  but  always  awoke  in  great 
agony,  and  with  a  fenfe  of  fuffocation ;  his 
limbs  became  warm,  and  the  clammy  fweats 
went  off.  1 

But  this  relief  was  not  of  long  duration ; 
for  on  the  fucceeding  day  about  noon,  all 
his  complaints  returned  with  great  violence : 
his  reftleffnefs  was  increafed,  and  yet  he 
was  afraid  of  having  his  body  moved  ;  for, 
upon  the  leaft  motion  of  it,  his  faintnefs 
and  agony  were  greatly  aggravated ;  and, 
upon  fuch  occafions,  he  conftantly  cried 
out  to  be  left  quiet,  or  he  (hould  inftantly 

expire. 
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expire.  His  extremities  were  again  cold,  his 
nails  livid,  and  thus  he  continued  till 
towards  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  the 
twentieth,  when  his  fymptoms  remitted 
once  more. 

This  interval  was  not  of  longer  conti¬ 
nuance  than  the  laft ;  for,  in  about  ten  or 
twelve  hours,  all  the  horrid  train  of  fymp¬ 
toms  returned,  and  continued  with  little 

i 

or  no  remiffion,  till  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-fecond  when  he  died. 

It  was  with  fome  difficulty  that  leave  was 
obtained  to  open  the  body.  Mr.  RuJJell  did 
that  office  :  I  attended,  and  gave  him  what 
affiftance  I  could.  We  were  hurried  in 
point  of  time,  and  wanted  feveral  conveni- 
encies  we  wiffied  for,  otherwife  I  fhould 
have  been  able  to  give  you  a  more  fatis- 
factory  account, — fuch  as  you  would  have 
expelled  from  the  opinion,  which  I  know, 
you  have  of  Mr.  RuJJell s  abilities  and 
accuracy  in  matters  of  that  kind.  Such 
obfervations,  however,  as  we  were  able  to 
make,  I  will  faithfully  relate  to  you. 

We  firft  of  all  examined  the  body  exter¬ 
nally,  to  fee  whether  the  left  was  larger  than 
the  right  fide,  or  had  the  appearance  of 

being 
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being  diftended  with  any  fluid.  This  had 
been  done  feverat  times  while  our  patient 
was  alive,  upon  a  fufpicion  of  a  ruptured 
empyema ,  or  the  eft'ufion  of  fome  fluid  into 
the  cavity  of  the  thorax ,  which  feemed  to 
be  indicated  by  the  fymptoms  but  neither 
while  he  was  alive,  nor  on  this  cccafion, 
could  we  obferve  any  fulnefs  on  that  fide* 
nor  any  apparent  difference  between  it  and 
the  other. 

When  the  cheft  was  laid  open,  the  fir  ft 
thing  that  drew  our  attention  was  a  large 
fubftance,  fituated  juft  behind  the Jlernum , 
extending  from  the  diaphragm  quite  to  the 
clavicles,  and  comprefling  the  lungs,  on 
each  fide,  into  a  narrow  compafs.  This 
proved  to  be  the  pericardium  diftended  with 
blood,  of  which  it  contained  almoft  three 
pints  in  a  fluid  ftate,  befides  feveral  large 
and  firmly  coagulated  clots.  The  heart  was 
crufted  all  over  with  coagulated  blood, 
which  adhered  clofely  to  it,  and  gave  it  the 
appearance  of  a  dark  coloured  lump  of 
flefh  ;  but  when  cleared  from  the  blood, 
its  fubftance  was  remarkably  pale,  and  fo 
flaccid,  that  you  might  have  wrapped  it 

round- 
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round  your  finger  like  a  bladder.  All  its' 
cavities  were  entirely  without  either  fluid 
dr  coagulated  blood,  and  nothing  like  a 
polypous  concretion  could  be  difeovered  in 
any  of  the  large  adjacent  veflels* 

We  looked  for  the  rupture  or  fource  from 
which  the  extravafated  blood  had  been  de¬ 
rived  ;  but  to  our  great  mortification,  we 
could  not  difeover  it,  though  the  heart, 
and  all  the  great  veflels,  were  attentively 
examined,  both  in  the  body  and  out  of  it* 
We  were  not  provided  with  the  proper 
inftruments  for  making  out  this  difeovery 
by  injection  or  inflation  ;  nor  would  the 
fhortnefs  of  the  time  which  was  allowed, 

*  j 

and  other  unfavourable  circumftances,  per¬ 
mit  us  to  procure  them. 

The  other  parts  in  the  thorax  were  ap¬ 
parently  found ;  and  we  had  no  reafon  to 
fuppofe  the  abdominal  vifeera  difeafed ;  but 
we  had  not  time  to  examine  them. 

It  will  readily  occur  to  you,  that  the 
more  remarkable  circumflances  attending 
this  cafe,  and  in  which  it  differs  from 
many  of  the  fame  fort  that  have  been  re¬ 
corded,  are  the  flow  and  gradual  extrava- 

fation 
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fation  of  the  blood  into  the  pericardium ; 
the  extraordinary  diftenfion  of  that  bag 
by  fo  large  a  quantity  of  the  fluid ;  and  the 
length  of  time  which  the  patient  lived  after 
the  oppreffive  fymptoms  came  on,  when 
we  may  prefume  the  fatal  mifehief  was 
begun. 

The  caufe  of  fuch  a  complaint  appears 
the  more  myflerious  to  me  when  I  confider, 
that  the  force  of  the  blood  muft  have  been 
much  moderated  by  the  quantity  which 
was  taken  from  the  patient  in  the  courfe  of 
his  rheumatic  complaint ;  that  on  the 
morning  of  the  eighteenth,  his  pulfe  was 
remarkably  calm  ;  his  cough,  which  had 
been  fometimes  troublefome,  was  confi- 
derably  abated,  and  he  was  at  that  time 
perfectly  free  from  the  palpitation  of  the 
heart ;  of  which  laft  fymptom  he  never 
complained,  from  the  time  the  uncommon 
fymptoms  above-mentioned  came  on,  till 
the  time  of  his  death. 

I  am,  &c. 


Vol.  IV. 


Z 
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XXVII.  An  Account  of  the  goad  Effects  of 
dividing  the  Aponeurofis  of  the  Biceps.' 
Mufcle,  in  a  painful  lacerated  JVoundy 
by  Mr.  B.  Wilmer,  Surgeon  at  Stony 
Stratford,  in  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Hunter- 
Read  Odober  1,  1770. 


Stony  Stratford ,  Jufy  10,  1 769. 

S  I  R, 


AS  I  have  fome  reafon  to  think  the 
perfon,  who  is  the  fubjed  of  the 
following  cafe,  owes  her  life  to  the  dodrine 
you  inculcate  with  regard  to  the  caufe  of 
thofe  fymptoms  which  arife  from  wounded 
tendons,  I  imagine  it  will  not  be  unaccept¬ 
able  to  you ;  and  if  you  think  it  of  con- 
fequence  enough,  fhall  be  glad  if  you  pre- 
fent  it  to  the  Medical  Society. 


'I  am,  &o. 


B.  Wilmer. 


A  plethoric  young  woman,  fervant  to 
a  gentleman  near  this  place,  on  the  eleventh 
:  of 
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of  June  laft,  was  thrown  from  a  cart,  and 
in  the  fall  received  a  wound  by  a  flint  in 
the  flexure  of  the  arm.  I  faw  her  focn 
after  the  accident ;  fhe  was  then  in  great 
pain:  there  had  been  a  pretty  confider- 
able  haemorrhage,  and  her  arm  was  much 
fwelled. 

The  wound  was  tranfverfe,  near  an  inch 
in  length,  its  lower  extremity  terminating 
at  a  little  diftance  from  the  inner  con¬ 
dyle  of  the  humerus .  The  fafcia  of  the; 
biceps  itiufcle  was  torn,  and  part  of  it 
appeared  ragged  between  the  lips  of  the 
wound. 

An  emollient  cataplafm  was  applied  to 
her  arm,  fixteen  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  away ;  the  fore-arm  was  kept  in  a 
bent  pofition,  to  relax  the  biceps,  and  fhe 
was  put  to  bed.  A  laxative  medicine  was 
alfo  directed,  to  keep  the  body  open. 

She  paft  the  night  very  ill ;  her  arm 
being  exceffively  painful,  and  fhe  was 
very  feverifh.  She  could  neither  move  her 
arm  herfelf,  nor  would  fhe  fuffer  it  to  be 
moved  by  any  one  elfe. 

Z  2 
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To  avoid  being  tedious,  I  fhali  only 
obferve,  that  a  fortnight  had  elapfed, 
during  which  time  the  bad  fymptoms  I 
have  defcribed  continued,  notwithftanding 
a  ftri£t  antiphlogiftic  plan  was  purfued. 
The  pain  was  fo  acute  that  fhe  could  get 
no  deep  even  with  opiates,  and  the  great 
irritation  kept  up  a  conftant  fever,  accom¬ 
panied  alternately  with  fhiverings,  and 
weakening  fweats.  The  wound  difcharged 
a  thin  gleet  of  a  greenifh  colour,  and  the 
parts  round  it  were  much  indurated  :  and 
as  die  expreffed  it,  her  arm  felt  as  if  it 
had  been  bound  tight  by  a  cord.  In 
thefe  diftreffing  circumftances,  when  her 
life  was  apparently  in  the  grcated:  danger, 
I  determined  to  divide  the  fafeia ,  thinking, 
by  taking  off  the  ftrifture,  we  fhould  pro¬ 
bably  have  an  alteration  in  our  favour. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  of  June ,  I  made  an 
incifion  two  inches  long,  through  the  inte¬ 
guments  and  aponeurofis  of  the  mufcles. 
As  foon  as  this  was  done,  the  divided  parts 
of  the  fajita  flew  open,  and  the  fuccefs  was 
equal  to  our  expectation. 

She 
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She  was  relieved  immediately ;  the  pain, 
tumor,  inflammation,  and  fever  left  her ; 
and  the  firfl:  time  the  dreflings  were  re¬ 
moved  after  the  operation,  there  was  laud¬ 
able  pus,  inftead  of  the  thin  gleet  which 
had  been  before  conflantly  difcharged. 
The  wound  granulated  and  healed  as  foon, 
and  with  as  little  trouble,  as  if  it  had  been 
in  any  other  part  of  the  body,  a  weaknefs 
only  remaining,  which,  in  a  little  time,  I 
hope,  fhe  will  get  the  better  of.  It  may 
be  neceflary  to  take  notice,  that  there  was 
no  matter  under  the  fafcia ,  nor  was  the 
divifion  of  it  attended  with  much  pain. 

Whoever  conflders  the  great  irritability 
of  parts  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation,  and 
how  much  the  pain  is  increafed  by  any 
prelTure  of  bandage,  will  eafily  account 
for  the  fudden  relief  which  this  perfon  had 
from  a  divifion  of  the  fafcia ,  the  inelafti- 
city  of  which  prevented  it  from  giving  way 
to  the  fwelling  of  the  parts  beneath  it  : 
and  this  cafe  feems  to  make  it  extremely 
probable,  that  the  bad  fymptoms  fol¬ 
lowing  wounds  of  the  tendons  and  their 

Z  3  aponeurofes, 
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aponeurofes,  refult  more  from  mechani¬ 
cal  preffure,  than  from  any  peculiarity 
in  the  ftru&ure  of  thefe  parts,  which 
were,  till  of  late,  thought  fo  exquiljtely 
nervous  and  fenfible* 

+  •  *  ■  r)  *  1  •  •>» 
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XXVIII.  An  Obfervaiion  on  the  Infenfibility 
of  Tendons ,  by  Mr,  John  Teckel,  Sur¬ 
geon  ;  with  an  Introduction  by  Dr, 
Hunter,  and  by  him  communicated  to  the 
Society,  Read  O&ober  1,  1770. 


To  the  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Gentlemen, 

YO  U  thought  Mr.  Wilmer9 s  obfervation 
might  be  ufeful :  the  practice  was 
fuccefsful  in  that  one  inftance,  and  the 
theory  is  applicable  to  a  great  variety  of 
pains  about  the  joints,  and  fuch  parts  as 
are  confined  by  bones,  ligaments,  tendons, 
aponeurofes,  &c,  and  which,  therefore,  in 
an  inflamed  fiate,  become  comprefied  in 
proportion  as  they  fwell.  This  circum- 
ftance,  no  doubt,  may  have  confpired  with 
others,  to  raife  and  fupport  an  opinion 
through  many  ages,  that  tendons  are  en¬ 
dued  with  exquifite  fenfibility.  My  own 
obfervations  firft  raifed  doubts,  and  then 
furniflied  me  with  what  I  thought  irre- 

Z  4  fragable 
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fragable  arguments  againft  the  popular 
opinion.  Since  that  time,  it  has  been  op- 
pofed  by  one  of  the  greateft  men  in  the 
age  :  the  attention  of  the  public  has  been 
very  generally  attracted  to  the  difpute  > 
experiments  have  been  made  without  end 
and  without  mercy;  and  yet  obfervation 
has  fo  often  contradicted  obfervation,  that 
there  are  hill  doubts  fubfiPcing.  In  this 
controverfy,  experiments  on  brutes  are  al¬ 
ways  exceptionable.  When  they  are  made 
even  upon  the  human  body  without  great 
circumfpeCtion,  they  may  deceive ;  but 
under  favourable  circumftances,  and  when 
conducted  with  dexterity  and  caution,  they 
become  decifive.  With  this  view  of  the 
fubjeCt,  you  may  imagine,  that  the. follow¬ 
ing  letter  gave  me  much  fatisfaCtion ;  efpe- 
cially  as  1  could  depend  upon  the  accu¬ 
racy  and  integrity  of  the  author :  and 
though  it  may  not  come  fo  properly  into 
your  plan,  as  into  a  phyfiological  work, 
yet  it  may  be  acceptable  to  the  Public, 
and  might  be  introduced  as  a  fupplement 
to  Mr.  Wilmer’s  cafe.  Mr.  TeckePs  ac- 
count  is  £s  follows  : 

*•'  —  .  ^  ,  i 
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A  labouring  man,  fervant  to  Henry 
Bates  near  Bovintong ,  in  Bucking! amjhire , 
by  fome  accident  in  loading  a  cart,  cut 
off  the  ends  of  the  middle  and  ring  fingers ; 
the  latter  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  about 
half  an  inch  of  the  tendon  of  the  perforans 
projected.  In  this  condition  I  faw  him, 
about  ten  minutes  after  the  accident. 

It  immediately  occurred  to  me,  that  I  now 
had  a  fine  opportunity  to  convince  myfelf 
of  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  your  opinion 
concerning  the  infenfibility  of  tendons, 
&c.  I  therefore  palled  a  piece  of  firing, 
about  the  fize  of  the  tendon,  round  his 
wrift,  from  thence  brought  it  about  the 
injured  finger,  and  placed  it  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  make  it  project  parallel 
.to,  and  beyond  the  flump,  of  equal  length 
with  the-exgofed  tendon.  I  then  told  my 
patient,  that"  I-intended  to  cut  the  one  or 
the  other  of  thefe  projecting  parts,  with  my 
feiffars,  while  he  Ihould  turn  his  head 
away  ;  but  he  was  to  tell  me  which  I  cut, 
without  feeing  what  was  done.  He  laugh¬ 
ed,  and  a  Heed  me  whether  I  thought  he 
had  no  feeling  ;  however,  he  complied.  I 

then 


346  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries , 

1 

then  divided  the  tendon  with  my  fciflars : 
he  was  afked  which  I  had  cut ;  he  anfwered, 
u  the  firing  but  when  he  turned  his 
head  round,  and  found  it  was  actually  the 
tendon,  he  was  much  furprifed  that  he  had 
felt  no  pain :  and  when  I  talked  to  him 
afterwards,  he  declared  he  felt  not  the  leaft 
pain,  and  abfolutely  thought  I  had  cut  the 
firing  only. 


1 
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XXIX.  -An  Account  of  a  fuccefsful  Method 
of  treat  ing  fore  Legs ,  by  Mr.  Jofeph  Elfe, 
Surgeon  to  St.  Thom  as  V  Hof  pit  a  f  com¬ 
municated  by  John  Fothergill,  M.  D * 
F.  R.S.  Read  O&ober  15,  1770. 

NO  difeafe  occurs  more  frequently  in  a 
large  hofpital  than  old  ulcers  on  the 
legs  :  their  cure  is  generally  tedious  and 
troublefome,  often  uncertain,  and  fome- 
times  dangerous.  It  is  a  difeafe  to  which 
the  poor  are  more  liable  than  the  rich, 
and  for  this  obvious  reafon;  they  are  more 
expofed  to  accidents,  and  when  they  meet 
with  a  wound  or  contufion  in  the  leg,  not 
being  in  circumftances  to  lie  by,  if  they 
can  poffibly  move  about,  the  injured  part 
inflames  and  becomes  an  ulcer,  which,  for 
want  of  proper  care,  may  continue  many 
years.  Women  with  obftrufted  me  ides, 
and  fuch  as  have  fharp  juices  and  a  cachec¬ 
tic  habit  of  body,  are  very  fubje£t  to  this 
diforder.  When  people  in  eafy  circum¬ 
ftances  meet  with  fuch  accidents,  having  the 
means  of  reft  and  proper  care,  they  generally 

foor 
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foan  get  well ;  or  when  afflicted  with  facli 
a  difeafe  as  may  difpofe  the  body  to  this 
complaint,  having  recourfe  to  proper  me¬ 
dical  affiftance,  they  often  either  prevent 
the  diforder,  or  obtain  a  cure  by  removing 
the  -predifpofing  caufe.  It  is  a  grievous 
complaint  m  all  fituations  of  life,  but  is 
doubly  To  to  the  poor,  frequently  depriving 
them  of  the  means  of  earning  their  bread. 
Every  furgeon,  who  has  frequented  large 
hofpitals,  knows  and  laments  the  difficulty 
of  cure  :  for  thou  eh  reft  and  a  horizontal 

*  c  * 

pofture,  with  any  Ample  application,  may 
effect  it  in  recent  fores,  and  in  good  conftitu- 
tions ;  yet,  where  the  ulcers  are  of  long  hand¬ 
ing,  or  have  hard  callous  edges,  or  happen  to 
fuch  as  are  in  a  bad  habit  of  body,  we  daily  fee 
them  refill:  every  ufual  method.  Sometimes 
preparations  of  mercury,  fuch  as  calomel, 
or  Van  Swieten's  folution  of  fublimate,  have 
feemingly  produced  a  good  effedt:  at  other 
times,  I  have  thought  fea-water  of  ufe, 
and  have  often  feen  the  bark  prefcribed 
with  advantage.  But  I  have  frequently 
known  all  thefe  fail.  It  is  no  uncommon 
thing,  after  bringing  an  ulcer  into  fuch  a 

feemine: 
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feeming  difpofition  to  heal,  as  to  flatter 
us  with  the  hopes  of  a  complete  cicatrix 
in  a  few  days,  to  fee  it  become  painful, 
inflame,  look  foul,  fpread,  and  even  gan¬ 
grene  ;  and  when,  by  the  ufe  of  antifeptic 
fomentations  and  poultices,  the  bark  and 
opium,  the  fpreading  of  the  fore  is  flop¬ 
ped,  and  the  floughs  caft  off,  the  ulcer  is 
probably  larger  than  it  was  when  we  firft 
began  to  treat  it.  By  a  continuance  of 
thefe  means,  we  may  bring  it  again  into  a 
difpofition  to  heal,  and  probably  fee  the 
fame  feene  adted  over  again. 

About  two  years  and  an  half  ago,  in  a 
converfation  with  Dr.  Hack  upon  this  fub- 
jedt,  he  told  me,  that  Mr.  Battifcomb ,  apo¬ 
thecary  in  Half-moon  Street  Piccadilly ,  had 
a  very  fpeedy  method  of  curing  fore  legs* 
one  remarkable  inftance  of  which  he  had 
lately  feen,  and  had  heard  of  others.  The 
cafe  which  had  fallen  within  his  knowledge 
was  that  of  a  fervant  maid,  who  had  la¬ 
boured  under  a  very  bad  painful  ulcer  of  the 
leg  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  and  had 
come  out  of  two  hofpitals  without  her  cure. 

A. 

Dr.  Hack  faid,  that  he  did  not  know  the 

whole 
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whole  of  Mr.  Battifcomb' s  method,  but 
that  he  believed  the  principal  part  of  it 
confided  in  the  application  of  a  tight  ban¬ 
dage.  He  faid,  that  Mr.  Battifcomb  firft 
applied  a  linen  rag  moiftened  with  a  liquor 
•which  was  probably  tin&ure  of  myrrh : 
that  over  this  he  applied  a  thin  plate  of 
lead,  and  then  a  roller  very  tight  from  the 
toes  to  above  the  knee.  If  the  bandage 
grew  loofe  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  (for 
fhe  went  conftantly  about  her  work)  fhe 
was  to  return  to  him  to  have  it  reapplied. 
She  took  five  drops  of  a  medicine  twice  a 
day,  which  Dr.  Huck  fuppofed  was  a  folu- 
tion  of  mercurius  corrofvus  fublimatus  in 
alcohol.  She  got  well  in  about  two  months, 
and  has  continued  to  enjoy  good  health 
ever  fince  She  ftill  wears  a  very  tight 
roller  in  the  day,  taking  it  off  on  going 
to  bed,  and  applying  it  again  in  the  morn- 
'  tng. 

I  immediately  recolle&ed,  that  Mr.  Bat¬ 
tifcomb  had  cured  a  grenadier  and  an 
officer’s  fervant,  of  ulcers  in  the  legs* 

*  .It-  is  now  four  or  five  years  fince  (he  was  cured. 

I 

which 
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which  I  thought  would  be  difficult  to  heal 
without  reft,  and  therefore  advifed  them 
to  go  into  an  hofpital.  Some  time  after¬ 
wards,  meeting  with  Mr.  Battifcomb ,  I 
told  him,  that  I  had  heard  of  his  fuccefs 
in  curing  a  difeafe  which  foiled  us  very 
much  in  the  hofpital,  and  that  if  he  would 
fell  us  the  application,  we  would  purchafe 
it  of  him.  He  faid  nobody  could  ufe  the 
application  but  himfelf. 

Mr.  Martin ,  my  colleague  in  St.  Tho¬ 
mas's  hofpital  and  I,  determined  to  try  what 
bandage  would  do  in  old  ulcers  of  the  legs, 
without  adminiftering  any  internal  medi¬ 
cine;  and  find  it  fo  exceedingly  effica¬ 
cious,  that  I  believe  it  will  feldom  fail 
where  there  is  no  carious  bone.  The  firft: 
thing  we  do,  if  the  ulcer  be  foul,  is,  ta 
endeavour  to  make  it  clean,  by  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  a  bread  and  milk,  or  fome  other 
emollient  poultice.  When  we  have  ob¬ 
tained  this  end,  we  apply  a  linen  cloth 
moiftened  with  tin&ure  of  myrrh  or  Gou¬ 
lard's  eau  vegetaii-minerale ,  as  from  expe¬ 
riment  we  may  find  beft  to  agree.  If  thefe 
fhould  give  pain,  we  then  firft  apply  dry 
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lint,  and  upon  that  a  piece  of  cloth  fpread 
with  the  ceratum  epuloticum>  or  ceratum 
album .  Over  this  we  lay  a  very  thin  plate 
of  lead,  cut  to  the  figure  of  the  fore,  and 
juft  large  enough  to  cover  its  edges.  This 
is  fecured  upon  the  part  with  a  bandage 
drawn  as  tight  as  the  patient  can  bear  it, 
even  fo  as  to  make  the  leg  feel  numb, 
which  is  rolled  from  the  toes  to  above  the 
knee.  In  proportion  as  the  fore  contracts 
we  leften  the  fize  of  the  plate.  When  the 
patients  are  well,  we  recommend  it  to  them 
for  the  future,  to  keep  the  leg  conftantly 
rolled  tight  in  the  day-time. 

Now,  though  this  method  be  exceed¬ 
ingly  efficacious,  yet  it  is  not  without 
its  difadvantages.  I  have  faid  that  it  is 
fometimes  dangerous  to  heal  thole  old 
fores :  when,  therefore,  from  the  long 
continuance  of  this  drain,  or  from  the  bad 
habit  of  body,  we  apprehend  ill  confe- 
quences  from  healing  the  ulcer,  we  con¬ 
tent  ourfelves  with  bringing  it  into  a  better 
condition,  and  with  keeping  it  fo,  by  a 
judicious  application  of  the  bandage. 
Even  where  we  have  no  great  fears  about 
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healing  the  ulcer,  it  may  be  prudent  to 
advife  an  iflue  in  the  other  leg,  to  order 
now  and  then  a  dofe  of  fome  laxative  me¬ 
dicine,  and  to  confine  the  patient  to  a 
fpare  diet  for  fome  time  after  the  fore  is 
well.  But  if,  notwithftanding  thefe  pre¬ 
cautions,  any  diforder  fhould  fupervene, 
which  may  be  imputed  to  the  healing  of 
the  ulcer  (fitch  as  pulmonic  complaints, 
which  are  the  moft  frequent)  we  imme¬ 
diately  endeavour  to  open  the  fore  again. 

I  could  give  many  hiftories  of  cafes 
fuccefsfully  treated  in  this  way ;  but  as 
the  method  is  already  deferibed,  and  fo 
fimple,  thefe  hiftories  would  contain  no¬ 
thing  more  material  than  the  duration  of 
the  complaint,  the  beginning  and  finifti- 
ing  of  the  cure.  Befides,  the  giving  parti¬ 
cular  cafes  to  bear  teftimony  to  the  uti¬ 
lity  of  a  practice  of  fuch  notoriety  in  a 
great  and  public  hofpital,  would  be  fuper- 
fluous. 

I  muft  here  obferve,  that  the  intention 
of  curing  ulcers  of  the  legs  by  bandage  is 
not  new.  Wifeman,  in  his  fecond  book 
of  furgery,  wherein  he  treats  of  ulcers  on 

Vpi,.  IV,  A  a  the 
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the  legs,  recommends  a  laced  flocking* 
not  only  to  promote  the  cure  of  this  difeafe, 
but  alfo  to  prevent  a  relapfe ;  and  gives, 
fome  cafes  of  his  fuccefs  :  however,  I  think 
the  roller  greatly  preferable  to  the  laced 
flocking,  becaufe  it  can  be  applied  more 
evenly,  and  confequently  fits  eafier. 
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XXX.  An  uncommon  Cafe  of  a  fatal  Hernia, 
by  Mr.  Jofeph  Elfe,  Surgeon  to  St.  Tho¬ 
mas  V  Hofpital ,  communicated  by  John 
Fothergill,  M.  D.  F.  R .  S.  Read  Odober 

15^1770. 

|  •#  ,  ■  *  f  *  iL-  i  >  1  •  f  •  *  | 

a  Wednefday  in  April  1767,  before 
I  was  eleded  furgeon  to  St.  Thomas* s 
hofpital,  in  returning  from  giving  a  ledure, 
after  all  the  furgeons  had  left  the  houfe,  I 
was  defired  to  fee  a  patient,  who,  I  was  told, 
had  been  out  in  a  coach  upon  bufmefs,  and 
from  a  jolt  had  a  fwelling  come  fuddenly 
in  his  groin.  It  was  about  the  fize  of  a 
chefnut,  fcated  below  the  edge,  and  about 
the  middle  of  Fonparf  s  ligament.  It  had 
both  to  the  eye  and  touch,  fo  much  the 
appearance  of  a  lymphatic  gland,  that  I 
could  fcarcely  credit  the  man’s  account  of 
it;  efpecially  as  I  was  informed  that  he 
was  in  the  hofpital  for  pains  in  his  limbs, 
which  he  faid  were  rheumatic,  but  which 
by  the  phyfician  whofe  patient  he  was, 
were  deemed  to  be  venereal.  I  defired  tha& 

#  r  i'  •»  <’  •*  *  —  '  .1  ‘ 

the  fwelling  might  be  poulticed  \  that  he 
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mightbe  carefully  watched  to  fee  if  any  fymp- 
toms  of  ftrangulation  came  on^  and  that 
he  might  be  fhewn  to  the  furgeon  to  whom 
he  belonged.  On  the  Saturday  following, 
I  was  told  that  he  was  dead  with  fymptoms 
of  ftrangulation.  having  pafled  no  ftool, 
though  feveral  clyfters  had  been  admini- 
ftered.  I  procured  leave  to  open  the  body ; 
and  raifing  the  integuments,  laid  bare  the 

v  j  -h  i  .  .  \J  \  t  ;  V  .•  •  - 

lymphatic  gland  which  I  had  felt,  which 
was  much  enlarged  and  inflamed.  I  then 
difle&ed  Poupart9 s  ligament  very  clean  ; 
and  though  I  raifed  up  the  edge  of  the 
gland  all  round  with  my  finger,  I  could 
difcover  no  appearance  of  a  hernial  fac.  I 
then  cut  into  the  fubftance  of  the  gland, 
without  being  able  to  fee  any  thing  like  a 
rupture.  After  this,  I  made  an  opening 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ,  and  pre¬ 
fen  tly  faw,  that  a  very  fmall  portion  of  the 
He  on  had  defcended,  and  was  ftranguated. 
The  inteftine  above  the  ftrangulated  part 
was  livid,  where  I  made  an  incifion  into  it, 
and  found  that  I  could  pafs  a  blow-pipe  or 
my  finger,  along  the  inteftinal  canal  beyond 
the  ftrangulated  part,  and  without  interrup¬ 
tion 
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tion  from  it.  On  differing  away  the  lym¬ 
phatic  gland,  I  faw  that  a  fmall  portion  of 
the  inteftinal  tube,  about  the  fize  of  a 
hazle-nut,  had  defcended. 

This  cafe  lhews,  that  a  fatal  ftrangulation 
may  happen,  though  the  whole  circumfe- 
rence  of  the  gut  is  not  inclofed  in  the  ftric- 
ture.  Another  circumftance  perhaps  worth 
remarking  is,  that  in  this  cafe,  an  opera¬ 
tion  might  have  been  begun,  and  perhaps 
quitted,  without  difcovering  the  nature  of 
the  difeafe  ;  for  unlefs  the  furgeon  had 
carefully  differed  away  the  gland,  as  I  did 
after  death,  he  could  never  have  difcovered 
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XXXI.  An  Account  of  the  Effects  of  the 
■*  Cicuta,  and  a  Carrot  Poultice  upon'  a 
Cancer  of  the  Breaf ,  in  a  Letter  from 
Arthur  Nicolfon,  M.  D.  Phyfician  at 
-  Berwick,  to  Richard  Huck,  M.  D .  F.  R .  SL 
and  Phyfician  to  St.  Thomas’.;  Hof  pit  of 
and  by  him  communicated  to. .  Society . 

November  5,  1770.  '  ~ 
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Berwick >  28th  Augufi,  1770.  , 
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Dear  Sir, 

T  your  defire,  I  fend  the  particulars 
of  the  cancer  in  the  bread  as  nearly 
as  I  can  colled  them  from  the  notes  which 


1  kept. 

Mrs.  — — ,  aged  forty-four,  of  a  tender 
delicate  habit  of  body,  much  fubjed  ta 
nervous  complaints,  coflivenefs,  flatulence, 
irregular  menflruation,  fiuor  albas,  and  to 
flying  rheumatic  pains,  She  is  the  mother 
of  two  children.  The  lofs  of  the  elded 
nine  or  ten  years  ago,  afflided  her  very 
much.  The  youngeft  is  now  fixteen, 
Some  of  her  family  have  died  of  a  cancer.. 

7  About 
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About  tv/enty  years  ago,  Mrs. -  had  a 

fcirrhus  in  her  left  bread:,  which,  after 
fome  years,  difperfed  infenfibly*  She  has 
*  been  troubled  for  thefe  five  or  fix  years 
with  flight  pains  in  the  right  bread*  which 
were  relieved  by  warmth  and  exafperated 
by  cold.  The  laft  fpring  fhe  was  afflicted 
with  a  fciatica ,  and  the  rheumatic  pains 
were  feverer  than  ufual.  She  bathed  in 
the  fea  fdi*  three  or  four  fummers  with 
fenfible  benefit;  but  during  the  courfe  of 
the  fea-bathing  in  June  1769,  the  pains  in 
the  right  bread  grew  more  violent,  when  fhe 
difcovered  a  hardnefs  in  it,  and  the  fidn  fee  ru¬ 
ed  contracted,  without  any  difeolouration ; 
for  which  reafon  fhe  gave  up  the  bathing. 
Her  pains  now  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree 
that  fhe  could  no  longer  conceal  her  fuffer- 
ingSi  I  faw  her  firft  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  Augujl  1769.  The  tumor  was  then 
hard,  fixed  to  the  ribs,  and  about  four 
inches  in  diameter.  The  fkin  on  the  lower 
internal  fide  of  the  bread,  about  three 
inches  from  the  nipple,  Was  of  a  deep 
purple,  corrugated,  but  not  ulcerated.  I 
idvifed  her  to  cover  the  bread  with  wool 
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and  a  piece  of  oil-cloth;  and  having  no 
confidence  in  any  medicine  I  had  feen  ufed, 
determined  to  give  the  cicuta  a  fair  trial* 
The  breaft  was  fomented  twice  a  day  with 
a  deco&ion  of  it,  and  fhe  took  the  extra£t 
in  fiich  dofes  as  to  affetft  her  head.  To.  re¬ 
lieve  coftivenefs  and  flatulency,  fhe  was 
occafionally  ordered  final!  dofes  of  the  tine- 
tura  facra ,  with  a  ftrong  infufion  of  the 
cicuta .  The  pains  grew  lefs,  and  the  co¬ 
lour  of  the  {kin  changed  to  a  lighter  red. 

I  begged  of  the  friends  to  have  more 
advice,  and  was  defired  to  confult  Drs. 
Cullen  and  Gregory.  They  approved  of  a 
continued  ufe  of  the  cicuta  5  changed  the 
laxative  for  a  faline  one  ;  but  were  afraid 
left  the  heat  of  the  fomentation  and  oil¬ 
cloth  fliould  haften  ulceration.  However, 
we  were  under  an  abfolute  neceffity  of 
having  recourfe  to  the  former  to  eafe  pain, 
and  the  patient  would  not  give  up  the  lat¬ 
ter,  of  which  indeed  Dr.  Cullen  approved, 
when,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  September y 
he  faw  how  it  was  applied.  Dr.  Cullen ,  as 
indeed  every  one  would  who  had  feen  this 
deplorable  cafe,  concluded,  that  there  was 

n> 
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no  chance  for  recovery.  He  directed  a 
mild  folution  of faccbarum  faturni  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  externally ;  but  this  increafed  the 
pain  and  inflammation  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  after  once  or  twice  trying  it,  we  were 
obliged  to  defift  from  the  ufe  of  it. 

Befides  the  large  tumor  in  the  breaft, 
there  was  now  one  of  the  fize  of  a 
pigeon’s  egg  in  the  axilla ,  and  feveral 
fmaller  ones  between  thefe  two  tumors, 
fome  of  them  no  larger  than  a  pea,  and 
fome  cutaneous,  prominent  and  red. 

In  the  latter  end  of  September ,  the  large 
tumor  ulcerated,  when  I  took  the  liberty  to 
confult  you,  and  by  your  advice  changed 
the  extract  for  the  powder  of  cicuta ,  and 
gradually  increaflng  the  dofe  to  half  a 
drachm,  I  brought  her  at  laft  to  take  two 
hundred  and  ten  grains  in  a  day.  This 
medicine  generally  relieved  the  excruci¬ 
ating  pains.  She  likewife  followed  your 
directions  in  drinking  plentifully  of  com¬ 
mon  cheefe-whey,  and  new  wort,  in  ufing 
the  mildeft  diet,  and  in  keeping  her  body 
open  with  magnefia  and  rhubarb . 


Towards 
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Towards  the  end  of  October,  the  ulcer 
had  fpread  very  much,  and  the  fmell  of  it 
was  fo  horrid,  that  fhe  declared  that  all 
her  other  fufferings  were  trifling  in  com¬ 
panion  with  wrhat  fhe  felt  from  this  caufe  ; 
and  though  we  were  all  convinced  that  the 
bare  mention  of  amputation  would  kill  her, 
yet  flie  propofed  it  herfelf.  When  I  con~ 
fulted  you  a  fecond  time,  you  recommended 
a  carrot  poultice,  which,  to  my  great  fur- 
prife,  from  the  very  fir  ft  application,  re^ 
moved  all  the  fcstor .  The  poor  lady  often 
in  the  moft  pathetic  terms  expreffed  her 
gratitude  to  you  for  it.  The  ulcer  had 
now  fpread  almoft  round  the  nipple,  fo  that 
we  looked  for  its  dropping  off  at  every 
drefling.  The  difcharge  was  of  that  nafty 
flimy  kind  which  comes  from  Houghing 
tendons,  and  hanging  out  of  the  ulcer* 
adhered  fo  firmly,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  remove  it  without  giving  great  pain. 
The  lips  of  the  fore  were  thick,  livid,  hard, 
and  jagged.  The  fhooting  pains,  which 
often  returned  with  great  violence,  were 
generally  relieved  by  an  increafed  dofe  of 
the  cicuta ,  though  this  medicine  did  not 
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feem  to  make  any  change  in  the  ap¬ 
pearance  or  progrefs  of  the  ulcer. 

In  November ,  fhe  complained  more  of 
flying  pains  about  the  thorax,  and  the 
fciatica  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  Ihe 
loft  the  ufe  of  her  left  leg,  and  was  con¬ 
fined  to  her  bed,  I  tried  bleeding,  leeches, 
and  blifters  to  the  hip,  an  iffue  below  the 
knee,  and  many'  other  means,  with  very 
little  advantage. 

:  Things  being  In  this  lituation  about  the 
middle  of  December,  I  refolved  to  make 
another  trial  of  the  external  ufe  of  the 
cicuta .  I  injected  a  ftrong  decoction  of 
that  plant  to  clean  the  fore,  and  then  ap¬ 
plied  a  poultice  of  the  tops  of  the  cicuta 
boiled,  and  of  carrots ;  for  I  durft  not 
drop  the  ufe  of  them.  The  ffnell  which 
this  cataplafm  contracted  wras  not  in  the 
leaft  difagreeable  ;  for  the  carrots  certainly 
change  the  fmell  of  the  cicuta,  as  well  as 
correct  that  of  the  fore.  In  a  few  days 
the  ulcer  was  quite  clean  and  florid;  the 
difeharge  perfectly  good  in  colour  and 
coniiftence ;  the  .  Lips  gradually  acquired 
their  natural  complexion,  grew  foft,  thin, 

and 
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and  even  ;  the  cavity  filled  up,  and  the 
cicatrix  advanced  fo  far,  that  from  a  fore 
four  inches  broad  and  two  inches  deep,  it 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  would  not  re¬ 
ceive  an  almond.  The  large  tumor  in  the 
breaft,  as  well  as  that  in  the  axilla ,  lefiened 
confiderably,  and  divided  into  fmaller  ones. 
The  pain  went  off  entirely,  foon  after  the 
firft  application  of  the  hemlock  with  the 
carrots. 

In  the  beginning  of  February  1770,  Ihe 
was  feized  with  violent  fits  of  anxiety, 
erthopneea ,  globus  hyjlericus ,  and  the  moft 
horrid  Jlridor  dentium  I  had  ever  heard;  fo 
that  I  really  thought  her  teeth  mull  have 
been  ground  to  pieces.  When  Ihe  recover¬ 
ed  from  the  fit,  Ihe  faid  this  grinding  of 
her  teeth  was  to  keep  down  the  lump  in  her 
throat.  Thefe  fits  were  fo  fevere,  that  we 
often  thought  her  expiring.  They  lalled 
for  a  few  hours  at  firft,  but  increafed  gra¬ 
dually  in  length,  till  the  fifteenth  of  F e br li¬ 
ar  y,  when  Ihe  died  in  one  of  them. 

Wherever  the  cicuta  touched  the  fkin, 
there  came  out  fuch  a  thick  eruption,  as 
to  make  one  continued  red  inflamed  furface. 

This 
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This  really  frightened  me ;  but  as  the  ulcer 
looked  well,  and  the  breaft  felt  cooler  and 
eafier,  (this  was  her  own  expreffion)  than 
when  the  carrots  were  applied  alone,  and 
as  I  was  encouraged  to  it  by  her  brother,  a 
very  fenfible  worthy  man,  I  continued  the 
application.  This  appearance  would  go  off 
in  a  few  dreffings,  and  return  again  in  a 
few  more ;  but  no  new  ulceration  followed, 
not  even  on  the  fmall  prominent  inflamed  tu¬ 
mors  before  mentioned.  Both  the  cataplafm 
and  the  breaft  were  often  covered  with  a 
thick  white  cruft.  At  firft,  I  thought  this 
nothing  more  than  the  cuticle  diffolved  by 
conftant  moifture ;  but  I  afterwards  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  appeared  as  much  at  the  dref- 
fmg  immediately  after  the  breaft  had  been 
wafhed,  and  fcraped  with  an  ivory  folder, 
which  it  very  often  was,  as  at  any  other 
drefiing  ;  and  as  it  was  frequently  only 
over  the  tumors,  and  always  thickeft  over 
them,  I  conclude  that  it  arofe  from  tranfu- 
dation.  It  appeared  from  the  firft  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  carrots  to  the  end. 

I  know  how  little  we  ought  to  depend 

upon  a  fingle  cafe,  even  where  completely 
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cured  ;  but  from  the  wonderful  change 
which  happened  in  this,  I  am  inclined  to 
give  more  credit  to  feme  of  Stork’s  cafes.  I 
never  faw,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  in  Bri¬ 
tain,  of  a  painful,  corroding,  fetid,  largely 
ulcerated  cancer,  brought  fo  near  to  a  per- 
fe£t  cicatrix  as  this  was,  where  the  knife 
had  not  been  previoufly  ufed.  I  fhall,  in 
future,  be  lefs  afraid  of  the  external  life 
of  the  cicuta  ;  nor  indeed  do  I  fee  any 
grounds  of  fear,  when  the  matter  pro¬ 
duced  is  good;  for  then  we  may  hope  for  a 
diminution  of  pain,  and  a  refolution  o 
the  tumor.  I  have  feen  the  cicuta  do  good 
in  fome  indolent  tumors  on  the  fide  of  the 
neck,  one  of  which  was  fufpe&ed  to  have 
a  cancerous  difpofition.  It  ulcerated,  but 
got  well. 

The  cicuta ,  though  it  gave  giddinefs, 
confufion  in  the  head,  and  eafed  pain, 
yet  it  never  occafioned  drowfinefs  or  co£* 
tivenefs. 

I  am, 

Arthur  Nicolson, 


/ 
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XXXIf.  An  Account  of  the  Ufefulnefs  of 
Wort  in  fome  ill-conditioned  Ulcers ,  in  ct 
Letter  from  Benjamin  Rufh,  M.  D ,  Pro - 
feffor  of  Chymijlry  in  the  College  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  to  Dr.  Huck,  and  by  him 
communicated  to  the  Society .  Read  No¬ 
vember  5,  1770. 


CASE  I. 


Woman  aged  twenty-three,  was  in- 


J-  3L  fecled  with  the  venereal  difeafe  by  a 
had  hufoand,  for  which  fhe  had  been  fali- 
vated  without  any  advantage.  She  had 
laboured  under  the  difeafe  two  years, 
when  I  was  defired  to  fee  her.  Pier  face, 
neck,  fides,  and  regio  pubis ,  were  covered 
with  large  fpreading  fores.  She  complain¬ 
ed  at  times  of  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
y/as  every  now  and  then  feized  with  acute 
pains  in  her  bowels.  This  laft  fymptom  I 
looked  upon  as  the  mark  of  an  hypochon - 
driqfis ,  brought  on  by  trouble  of  mind,  and 
which  I  relieved  by  giving  her  nervous 
and  antifpafmodic  medicines.  Her  friends 
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urged  me  to  attempt  the  cure  of  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe  by  throwing  hefr  a  fecond  time 
into  a  falivation  :  but  as  I  had  feen  mercury 
ufed  more  than  once  in  fimilar  cafes  with¬ 
out  fuccefs,  I  was  determined  not  to  tor¬ 
ment  my  patient,  or  rifk  my  reputation,  by 
prefcribing  it  in  the  prefent  cafe.  Inftead 
of  this,  I  defired  her  to  drink  plentifully 
of  *wort>  which  fhe  prepared  by  pouring  a 
quart  of  boiling  water  upon  three  or  four 
fpoonfuls  of  fine  powder  of  malt,  to  which 
was  added  a  fpoonful  or  two  of  wine,  and 
fome  brown  fugar.  Of  this  liquor  fhe  drank 
from  one  to  three  quarts  every  day.  It  gave 
me  great  pleafure  to  fee  how  obvious  the 
effects  of  it  were,  in  fpeedily  removing 
her  diforder. 

The  fores  healed  firft  on  her  face,  and 
then  gradually  on  her  body ;  her  appetite 
grew  better  ;  her  fpirits  revived  ;  fhe  be¬ 
gan  to  recover  flefh,  and  in  lefs  than  a 
month,  was  perfectly  cured,  infomuch  that 
fhe  has  not  had  the  leaft  complaint  of  any 
kind  fince.  It  is  now  five  months  fince  fhe 
appeared  to  be  well.  She  took  no  medi¬ 
cine  of  any  kind  befides  the  wort. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

A  woman,  after  lying-in,  was  feized 
with  a  pain  and  fwelling  in  the  right  hypo- 
chondrium  immediately  above  the  os  ilium* 
The  fwelling  fuppurated,  was  opened  by 
incifion,  difcharged  a  bloody  kind  of  mat¬ 
ter  ;  the  fore  put  on  an  ugly  appearance ; 
the  flefh  around  it  was  fwelled,  hard,  and 
filled  with  finufes.  When  I  firft  faW  her, 
I  attempted  the  cure  by  the  application  of 
poultices,  balfamic  injections,  and  the  like ; 
but  all  to  no  purpofe :  fhe  grew  worfe 
inflead  of  better.  I  then  ordered  her  to 
drink  of  the  cwort-i  prepared  in  the  manner 
above-mentioned.  She  thought  it  very 
pleafant,  and  drank  it  in  fuch  large  quan¬ 
tities  as  ferved  her  both  for  food  and  drink. 
In  a  few  weeks,  the  pain,  fwelling,  and 
difcharge  leffened.  She  flept  found  at 
nights,  which  fhe  had  not  done  for  many 
months  before.  But  in  order  to  complete 
the  cure,  it  was  found  neceffary  to  open  one 
or  two  of  the  finufes.  This  had  the  delired 
effed,  and  fhe  is  now  in  perfeCt  health. 

I  have  ufed  this  excellent  remedy  in  fe~ 
veral  other  cafes  with  advantage  5  but  as  I 

Vol.IV.  Bb  was 
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was  obliged,  in  fome  of  them,  to  give 
other  medicines  at  the  fame  time,  I  cannot 
fpeak  fo  clearly,  as  in  the  former  cafes, 
of  its  ufefulnefs. 

■ 

*  • 

I  acknowledge  myfelf  entirely  indebted, 
for  the  hint  of  ever  ufing  this  remedy,  to  a 
paper,  which  you  was  fo  kind  as  to  read  to 
me,  of  Mr.  Gibfon  furgeon  in  Newcaftley 
who  had  fiiccefsfully  prefcribed  wort  in 
obftinate  and  ill-conditioned  ulcers. 

•  /  f 

* '  •  '  .  "  k  *  ' .  -  •  ■ f  •  t  r 

'  .  ‘  ■  A  • 
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XXXIII.  Cafe  of  an  incifed  Tumor  in  the 
Orbit  of  the  Eye ,  cured  by  Meffrs .  Brom- 
field  and  Ingram  Surgeons  in  London, 
communicated  by  R.  Brocklefby,  M.  D. 
i7.  R.  S.  and  Fellow  of  the  College  of 
Phyficians ,  London. 

To  the  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Gentlemen, 

IF  I  could  have  prevailed  on  either  of  the 
furgeons  by  whom  the  following  ope¬ 
ration  was  performed  in  my  prefence,  to 
relate  what  they  actually  did  for  the  patient, 
I  fhould  not  have  undertaken  to  offer  this 
fketch  of  it  to  you  :  But  having  long  ex¬ 
pected  fome  account  from  them  in  vain,  I 
have  determined  to  fubmit  the  following 
hiftory  to  your  notice,  left  the  remembrance 
of  it,  as  is  the  fate  of  many  other  ufeful  ob¬ 
fervations  which  occur  in  practice  about  this 
great  city,  fhould  be  totally  loft  and  forgotten. 

A  laborious  country  man,  of  the  parifh 
of  Hafelmere  in  Surry ,  was  attacked  feveral 
years  ago  with  a  pain,  and  confequent  dim- 
nefs  of  fight  in  one  of  his  eyes,  which, 

B  b  2  bow- 
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however,  continued  long  without  partial-* 
lar  attention  to  it,  until  about  two  or  three 
years  afterwards,  he  became  quite  blind  of 
that  eye,  the  globe  being  protruded  far 
outwards,  until  almoft  the  whole  inner  fur- 
face  of  the  lower  palpebra  was  turned  in- 
iide  out,  and  came  downwards  over  his 
cheek  a  very  confiderable  way,  making 
that  difeafe  which  Celfus  calls  the  ejcrpomov 
of  the  Greeks  :  u  Vitium  inferioris  pal- 
“  pabr ae  quo  parum  furfum  attollitur,  fed 
“  pendet,  et  hiat,  neque  poteft  cum  fupe- 
u  riori  committi.” 

Many  furgeons,  both  in  town  and  coun¬ 
try,  who  were  confulted,  difluaded  him 
from  fubmitting  to  any  operation,  being 
apprehenfive,  that  his  complaint,  if  not 
already  cancerous,  was  very  likely  to  be¬ 
come  fo  by  meddling  with  it  He  was  ' 
therefore  urged  and  injoined  not  to  hazard 

the  danger  of  any  operation,  where  the  pre- 

► 

fent  malady  did  not  render  life  intolerable, 
but  might  be  fupported  without  farther  in¬ 
convenience  than  the  want  of  fight  in  that 

*  Ct  Ex  His  eos,  qui  quafi  carcinoma  habent,  curare  pe- 
«*  riculofum  eft,  ram  mortem  quoque  ea  res  maturat.’® 
Celfus ,  Capit.  de  Aegilaps. 


eye, 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  373 

eye,  and  its  unfeemlinefs  from  being  fo  far 
thrufl  out  of  the  focket. 

The  parent,  however,  was  not  to  be 
diverted  by  fuch  reafonings  from  going 
about  from  one  furgeon  to  another,  in 
hopes  of  a  cure,  till  at  length  he  came, 
recommended  by  Dr.  Thomas  Leigh  of 
Farnham ,  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Dale  Ingrain . 

This  gentleman  having  carefully  fek 
the  difeafed  eye,  imagined,  on  preffure,  he 
perceived  a  refilling  fluid  underneath,  and 
was  of  opinion,  it  was  contained  in  a  cyft 
detached  from  the  lacrymal  gland;  and 
therefore  gave  encouragement  to  attempt 
his  relief  by  an  operation,  the  fafety  of 
which  he  wilhed  previoufly  to  fubmit  to 
William  Bromjield ,  Efq; 

Mr.  Bromjield ,  after  examining  the  dif¬ 
eafed  eye,  agreed  as  to  the  probability  of  the 
propofed  operation,  and  performed  it  in  the 
following  manner,  whilft  Mr.  Ingram  a  died 
as  affiftant  to  him.  In  the  firft  place,  they 
covered  the  found  eye  with  a  handkerchief 
tied  round  the  head,  and  then  comprelfed 
upwards  the  dillorted  palpebra ,  till  it  was 
brought  as  near  as  poffible  to  its  natural 

B  b  3  pofition; 
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pofition  ;  and  thus  it  was  held  tight  whilft 
Mr.  Bromjield  cut  through  the  integu¬ 
ments  into  the  lower  part  of  the  orbit  of 
the  eye  under  the  adnata ,  till  an  aperture 
was  made  fufficient  to  introduce  his  finger 
behind  the  globe  of  the  eye,  fo  as  by  touch 
to  be  able  to  dire£t  a  {harp-pointed  fcalpel, 
which  perforated  the  fubftance  underneath. 
Immediately  a  thin  pellucid  liquor  was  dif- 
charged,  not  far  fhortin  quantity  of  a  fmall 
wine  glafsful.  Here  Mr.  Bromjield  paufed, 
to  give  the  patient  a  little  water  to  cleanfe 
his  mouth  from  the  blood,  and  obferved, 
that  his  bufinefs  was  not  more  than  half 
done,  until  he  could  extract  the  cyft  which 
had  contained  the  water :  He  therefore  in¬ 
troduced  two  fmall  hooked  inflruments  to 
catch  hold  of  it,  and  took  it  completely  out. 
The  wound  in  the  orbit  was  filled  with  lint 
and  dry  dreffings,  and  thefe  were  fecured 
by  a  proper  bandage  ;  but  yet,  within  lefs 
than  twenty-four  hours,  the  patient’s  head 
and  neck,  a  great  way  down  that  fide,  were 
fwelled  or  inflated  to  a  prodigious  fize.  This 
fymptom,  however,  was,  after  fome  time, 
removed,  by  enlarging  the  wound,  anddref- 

■  '  fins 
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fing  it  only  very  lightly  with  dry  lint, 
and  by  a  few  gentle  purges ;  fo  that  thus 
treated  as  a  common  fuperficial  wound,  in 
lefs  than  a  month  the  whole  was  healed, 
and  the  poor  man  was  fent  home  perfectly 
fatisfied.  Mr.  Ingram  was  all  along,  even 
before  the  operation,  confident,  that  the 
overftretched  mufcles  and  ligaments  of 
the  eye  would,  in  time,  recover  their 
natural  pofition,  that  the  globe  of  the 
eye  itfelf  would  confequently  be  included 
within  its  focket  without  leaving  any  out¬ 
ward  blemifh,  and  that  even  the  fight 
would  return  to  a  certain  degree  in  that 
eye.  I  own  I  gave  not  much  credit  to  all 
this,  till  five  months  after  the  man  went 
home,  when  being  at  Hafelmere ,  I  fent  for 
him  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity.  When  I  faw 
him  there,  I  fcarce  knew  him  again ;  for  his 
eye-lid  had  fully  recovered  its  natural  tone, 
pofition,  and  functions  ;  and  he  told  me, 
that  for  about  a  month  before  that  time,  he 
began  to  be  fenfible  in  that  eye  of  the 
difference  between  darknefs  and  bright  fim- 
fhine,  and  that  ever  fince,  he  found  that 
kind  of  perception  gradually  ftrengthened, 

Bb  4  I  am 
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I  am  defirous  to  preferve  the  remembrance 
of  this  cafe  among  your  Obfervations, 
having  confulted  feveral  ancient  as  well  as 
modern  writers  in  furgery  without  finding 
one  exactly  fimilar  in  thefe  authors,  except 
a  fingle  cafe  mentioned  by  St.  Yves,  which 
indeed  led  to  conjecture  what  the  nature  of 
the  difeafe  and  cure  were  in  the  prefent 
cafe, 

I  am,  &c. 

Norfolk  Street , 

15th  Oflober,  1770 4 


Richard  Brocklesby* 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries  377 


1  4 

XXXIV. .  Two  Letters  on  the  Varicofe  An- 
euryfm,  from  Mr.  W.  White  Surgeon  at 
York,  William  Hunter,  M.D.  F.R.SV 
and  by  him  communicated  to  the  Society , 

Dear  Doctor, 

IN  obedience  to  your  defire,  that  your 
pupils  would  communicate  any  mate¬ 
rial  or  uncommon  appearance,  which  might: 
occur  in  their  practice,  I  have  lent  you  a 
cafe  of  a  difeafe,  which,  I  am  apt  to  be¬ 
lieve,  is  not  very  uncommon.  You  have 
greatly  obliged  the  world  in  being  the  firft 
difcoverer  of  its  true  nature;  no  one  be¬ 
fore  feems  to  have  made  any  probable  con¬ 
jecture  towards  it;  for  which  rfeafon,  I 
flatter  myfejf  that  this  communication  will 
]be  acceptable. 

A  young  man,  about  twenty-eight  years 
of  age,  footman  to  a  gentleman  in  this 
city,  came  to  me  to  be  bled :  this  he  defired 
me  to  do  in  his  left  arm,  faying,  that  the 
vein  in  his  right  arm  had  been  cut  through 
he  imagined,  and  could  never  be  opened 

fince* 
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fince.  I  immediately  deli  red  him  to  Ihow 
me  his  arm,  which  he  did.  The  balilic 
vein  was  enlarged  to  three  times  its  ufual 
fize,  and  throbbed  violently.  On  applying 
my  finger  to  it,  I  was  fenfible  of  a  pertain 
tremulous  motion  and  thrilling  noife,  not 
only  in  the  part  immediately  difeafed^  but 
up  the  arm,  in  the  courfe  of  the  vein,  to 
the  axilla :  I  inftantly  recollected  your 
paper  on  the  aneuryfmal  varixy  in  the 
Medical  Obfervationsy  and  found  it  evi¬ 
dently  to  be  the  fame  difeafe.  The  brachial 
artery  is  much  enlarged ;  its  pulfation  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  axilla  to  the  affeCted  part ; 
the  pulfe  at  the  wrift  of  the  difeafed  arm 
is  fenfibly  weaker  than  in  the  other. 

On  pinching  up  the  difeafed  vein,  the  coats 
of  the  artery  are  diftinCtly  felt  through  it ; 
and  I  am  fo  feniible  of  the  part  where  the  hole 
by  which  the  artery  and  vein  communicate  is 
fituated,  that  I  am  certain  I  could  run  a  pin 
through  it.  When  the  humeral  artery 
is  compreffed,  the  thrilling  noife  ceafes,  but 
returns  again  with  double  force  upon  tak¬ 
ing  off  the  preffure.  I  could  not  perceive 
cither  the  thrilling,  or  any  pulfation  in  the 

median 
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median  or  cephalic  vein,  though  they  arc 
both  of  them  enlarged.  On  applying  my 
ear  to‘  the  tumefied  bafilic  vein,  the  pulfa- 
tion,  tremulous  motion,  and  noife,  are  di- 
ftinftly  perceived.  He  is  very  fenfible  of  the 
thrilling  noife  himfelf,  efpecially  on  rett¬ 
ing  his  head  upon  the  hand,  or  when  he 
chances  to  lie  upon  it  with  his  head  in  bed. 

It  was  caufed  by  bleeding,  about  ten 
years  ago.  Being  ill,  he  got  fome  perfon 
to  do  the  operation  that  ufed  to  bleed  for  a 
trifle  in  a  country  village.  He  remembers 
that  it  hurt  him  very  much  ;  fo  that  he  fays 
it  mutt  have  been  done  with  a  broken  or 
rutty  lancet.  His  arm,  for  a  large  fpace 
about  the  punfture,  grew  quite  black,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  have  it  fomented  for 
fome  time:  it  at  length  healed,  came  to 
its  natural  colour,  but  has  been  ever  fince 
in  the  way  above  defcrihed. 

If  you  defire  to  b^Jbetter  informed  of 
any  particular  of  the  cafe,  I'  will  readily 
endeavour  to  do  it.  I  am,  &c. 

Tori ,  8  th  'June , 

17  69. 

W.  White. 


P.S. 
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P.  S .  The  young  man,  I  believe,  will  be  in 
London  in  the  beginning  of  next  winter, 
as  his  matter  intends  to  refide  there;  fo 
that,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  you,  I  can, 
perhaps,  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
examining  him  yourfelf. 

*  11  ■  1  - .  "  .  ,i  . — . 


LETTER  II. 


York ,  30//;  November  17  70* 

Dear  Doctor, 


THE  young  man  with  the  vanco/e 
aneuryfm ,  is  at  this  time  fervant  in  a 
family  refiding  in  York .  I  fent  this  after-* 
noon  to  delire  to  fee  him  at  my  houfe  ;  he 
accordingly  came,  and  I  fent  for  Mr.  Browny 
a  furgeon  of  eminence,  and  near  neighbour 
of  mine,  to  obferve  the  cafe. 

The  patient  has  a-  remarkably  large 
fyftem  of  blood -veflels  ;  his  veins  in  gene¬ 
ral  lie  fuperficially  along  his  arms,  fo  as  to 
appear  very  blue  and  exadly  defined. 

In  confequence  of  which,  the  diforder 
was  amazingly  evident,  and  perceptible 
upon  the  flighteft  touch  of  the  difeafed 

vein, 

* 
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vein.  The  peculiar  kind  of  thrilling  mo¬ 
tion  was  very  diftindtly  felt  for  Tome  dis¬ 
tance,  both  above  and  below  the  hole  of 
communication. 

The  place  of  communication  was  fo  ea- 
fily  perceived,  that  I  am  confident  I  could 
introduce  the  point  of  a  needle  exadHy 
through  it  into  the  artery :  it  is  furround- 
ed  with  a  part  more  prominent  than  the 
reft,  being,  I  fuppofe,  the  cicatrix  formed 
by  the  contact  of  the  vein  with  the  arte¬ 
ry.  The  ftream  of  blood  propelled  at 
every  pulfation  into  the  vein,  is  diftindily 
felt  with  the  finger. 

The  difeafed  vein  is  confiderably  enlarg¬ 
ed,  though  not  more  fo  now  than  when  I 
firft  faw  it.  I  cannot  perceive  that  the 
pulfation  of  the  artery  in  the  wrift  of  the 
difeafed  arm,  is  at  all  weaker  now  than  in 
the  other  arm. 

He  has  fome  thoughts  of  going  to  Lon¬ 
don  in  the  fpring ;  if  he  does,  he  promifes 
to  inform  me ;  at  which  time  I  fhall 
not  fail  of  procuring  you  a  fight  of  him. 

If  thefe  few  obfevations  prove  Tatis— 
fadtory,  it  will  be  a  great  pleafure  to,  <&c. 


W.  White. 
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XXXV.  A  Letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  Armi- 
ger  Surgeon ,  to  William  Hunter,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  on  the  Varicofe  Aneuryfm,  com - 
municated  with  a  Pojlfcript  by  Dr. 
Hunter. 

*  *  * 

IF  you  think  the  following  hiftory  of  a 
varicofe  aneuryfm  worthy  the  attention 
of  the  Medical  Society,  your  communi¬ 
cating  it  will  afford  me  a  particular  plea- 
fure. 

Mary  Stevens ,  aged  twenty- three,  applied 
to  me  laft  November ,  on  account  of  a  fwel- 
ling  in  the  bend  of  her  right  arm,  which 
fhe  difcovered  within  a  few  days  after  be¬ 
ing  bled  by  a  female  operator,  about  a 
month  before  I  faw  her.  At  firff  glance  I 
perceived  the  bafilic  vein  (and  that  only) 
pretty  uniformly  tumefied,  about  three 
inches  in  length,  with  a  very  ftrong  pulf- 
ation  in  it.  On  touching  the  tumor  very 
lightly,  I  felt  a  tremulous,  thrilling  mo¬ 
tion,  moft  diftinguifhable  at  the  place  where 
the  vein  had  been  punctured,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  decrealing  towards  each  extremity  of 

the 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries .  3  S3 

the  tumor.  By  making  a  ftrong  preflure 
with  my  finger  on  the  cicatrix  of  the  vein, 
the  pulfation  and  thrilling  entirely  ceafed. 

I  immediately  recollected  the  cafes  I  had 
read,  in  the  London  Medical  Obfervations , 
of  that  particular  kind  of  aneuryfm ,  where 
a  free  communication  had  been  preferved 
between  the  punCtured  vein  and  artery ; , 
and  from  every  experiment  I  have  made, 
am  fully  convinced  of  the  certainty  of  it  in 
this  cafe  ;  for,  on  comprefling  the  humeral 
artery  any  where  above  the  tumor,  the 
pulfation  and  thrilling  entirely  ceafe,  and 
the  vein  becomes  flaccid  ;  but  is  inftantly 
filled  with  a  gufli  from  the  artery  as  foon. 
as  the  preflure  is  taken  off.  A  tight  liga¬ 
ture  applied  below  the  tumor,  does  not 
prevent  either  the  pulfation,  thrilling,  or 
diftenfion  of  the  vein.  The  fize  of  the  tu¬ 
mor  is  confiderably  increafed  by  compref- 
fing  the  vein  only  above  its  enlargement ; 
and  much  more  fo,  when  the  arm  is  railed 
than  when  it  is  hanging  down. 

In  this  cafe,  the  humeral  artery  is  not 
perceptibly  dilated,  and  the  pulfation,  both 
in  this  and  the  radial  artery,  differs  very 

little 
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little  from  that  in  the  other  arm,  owing,  I 
imagine,  to  the  bafilic  veih  alone  being  di¬ 
lated,  and  that  to  no  very  great  extent. 
When  the  patient  lies  down  on  her  right 
fide,  fhe  feels  a  numbnefs,  and  fenfe  of 
fulnefs,  from  the  fhoulder  to  the  fingers 
ends  of  that  arm,  and  hears  both  the  pulfa- 
tion  and  thrilling,  if  fhe  reclines  her  head 
upon  it ;  which  I  never  could  difcover,  un- 
lefs  my  ear  or  hair  touched  the  tumor,  or 
the  communication  between  them  was  kept 
up  by  fome  intermediate  body. 

I  have  frequently  feen  the  young  woman 
fince  the  accident,  and  have  not  found  the 
tumor  to  increafe  thefe  laft  four  or  five 
months  ;  but  have  put  her  into  a  way  to 
guard  againft  the  confequences  which  would 
arife,  if  it  fhould  by  any  means  (as  fhe  is 
a  fervant)  burft ;  though,  from  all  the  hifto- 
ries  of  this  cafe  yet  known,  I  hope  little 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended. 

I  remain,  &c. 

Queen  Street ,  Cheapjide , 

30//;  November,  1770. 


Thomas  Armiger. 
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A  Pojlfcript  to  the  preceding  Cafe  of  the 
Varicofe  Aneuryfm,  by  William  Hunter, 
M.  -D.  F .  R . S.  addrejjed  to  the  MEDI¬ 
CAL  SOCIETY. 

,  i  •  .  * 

Gentlemen, 

ON  Sunday  fevennight,  Mr.  Armiger  was 
fo  obliging  as  to  give  me  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  feeing  the  young  woman,  the  fub- 
je£t  of  the  preceding  hiftory,  in  company 
with  Dr.  Cr ell ,  profeffor  of  chymiftry  at 
Helmfad \  Mr.  Hevofon ,  &c.  We  were  all 
fatisfied  that  the  cafe  was  clearly  and  exact¬ 
ly  what  Mr.  Armiger  has  defcribed.  In 
making  various  trials  by  ligature  and  com- 
preflion,  there  was  a  very  diftindt  pheno¬ 
menon,  which  demonftrated  to  the  eye- 
fight  the  communication  between  the  artery 
•and  the  vein,  more  dillindlly  than  in  the 
other  two  cafes  of  the  varicofe  aneuryfmy 
which  I  had  feen.  When  a  ligature  was 
applied  tightly  round  the  arm,  a  little  be¬ 
low  the  tumefied  part  of  the  vein,  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  receiving  the  refluent  venous  blood 
in  the  ordinary  way  of  the  circulation,  and 
Vol.  IV.  '  C  c  then 
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then  a  ftrong  compreffion  made  upon  the 
artery  a  little  above  the  tumor;  in  this 
ftate,  I  fay,  when  the  blood  was  prefled  up 
by  the  fingers  along  the  vein,  there  was  no 
appearance  whatever  of  any  difeafe  in  the 
part;  and  upon  taking  off  the  preflfure 
from  the  artery  in  this  laft  ftate,  the  vein 
fwelled  out,  almoft  inftantaneoufly,  by  the 
gufh  of  blood  thrown  into  it  from  the 
artery.  So  far  this  cafe  was  like  all  others 
of  the  varicofe  aneuryfm  that  have  been  hi* 
therto  known.  But  the  peculiar  circum- 
fiance  was  this,  that  when  the  gufh  of 
blood  came  from  the  artery  againft  the 
infide  of  the  empty  and  collapfed  vein, 
which  was  covered  at  that  place  with  a  very 
thin  fkin,  it  raifed  or  pufhed  out  that  par¬ 
ticular  part  of  the  vein,  before  the  reft  was 
fenfibly  filled,  exactly  as  if  it  had  been 
puftied  out  by  throwing  fome  fmall  body 
againft  it  from  the  infide  :  and  that  firft 
pufh  of  the  arterial  blood  was  always  pre- 
cifely  at  the  cicatrix ,  where  the  vein  had 
been  opened  in  bleeding.  This  appearance 
we  all  faw  again  and  again,  diftinftly  and 
fatisfa&orily. 


You 
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You  have  now  the  pleafure,  gentlemen, 
of  feeing,  in  your  own  colle&ion,  jive 
unquejlionable  inftances  of  a  difeafe,  which 
before  was  not  fo  much  as  imagined  to  ex- 
ift  :  and  I  have  the  fatisfa£tion  to  find,  that 

,  »  *  ,  1  '  •  f  *  7  '•  • 

the  opinion  which  in  the  firftcafe  was  form¬ 
ed  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  the  prog- 
nollic  which  was  made,  and  the  treatment 
which  was  recommended,  are  fupported  by 
all  the  experience  which  we  have  yet  had- 


December  3^, 
17/0.  * 


'kHi 


moit 


W.  H. 


« 
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XXXVI.  The  Hiflory  of  a  fatal  Inverfion 
of  the  Uterus,  and  Rupture  of  the  Bladder  ^ 
in  Pregnancy ,  by  Mr.  John  Lynn,  Surgeon 
at  Woodbridge  in  Suffolk,  communicated 
'with  an  Appendix ,  by  William  Hunter, 


M .  D.  F.  R.  S. 


S  inftances  of  the  inverfio  uteri  may 


d  Ik  have  occurred  to  phyficians  and  fur- 
geons,  though  perhaps  the  difeafe  was  not 
perfeddy  difcovered  till  it  was  too  late  to 
give  relief ;  and  as  others,  though  clearly 
diftinguifhed,  and  judicioufly  treated,  have 
not  been  fo  ftriCtly  confidered,  or  at 
leaf!;  fo  fully  communicated  as  they  ought 
to  have  been,  it  is  hoped  the  following 
narrative  of  fads,  as  they  appeared  in  a 
cafe  attended  with  fome  Angular  circum- 
fiances,  with  a  fincere  wifh  of  reflecting; 
the  leaft  light  upon  a  fubjeCt  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  though  hitherto  little  known, 
will  meet  with  a  candid  reception. 

September  a  2,  1767.  A  poor  woman, 
about  forty  years  of  age,  of  a  lax  habit, 
mother  of  feveral  children,  fourteen  or 


fifteen 
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4  ♦  • 

fifteen  weeks  advanced  in  pregnancy,  was 
feized  with  fevere  pain  about  the  belly, 
extending  towards  the  vagina ,  occafioned, 
as  {he  imagined,  by  a  prolapfus  vagina  to 
which  fhe  had,  at  intervals,  been  fubjed  a 
confiderable  time;  and  although  hitherto 
eafily  reduced  by  herfelf  in  an  horizontal 
pofture,  it  could  not  now  be  replaced  :  an 
almoft  entire  fuppreffion  of  urine  and  ftools 
was  the  immediate  confequence.  On  the 
twenty-fourth,  an  emollient  fomentation, 
an  anodyne  emulfion,  and  a  clyfter,  were 
prefcribed.  On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  clyfter 
was  repeated,  the  firft  having  had  no  efFed. 
The  fomentation  and  emulfion  were  conti¬ 
nued,  and  gentle  diuretics  and  laxatives 
adminiftered  to  the  twenty-feventh,  from 
which  (he  had  ftools,  and  pafted  fome  urine 
in  finall  quantities  and  with  uneafinefs.  The 
prolapfus  was  reduced,  and  the  pain  much 
alleviated  till  the  third  of  October ,  when 
{looping  down  to  glean  corn  in  an  adjacent 
field,  {he  felt  (as  £he  exprefled  it)  u  fome- 
iC  thing  fuddenly  give  way  at  the  bottom 
of  her  belly,  and  fall  down  towards  her 
back.”  The  fymptoms  immediately  re- 

C  c  3  turped 

»  1 
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turned  without  the  prolapfus .  I  now  faw 
her  for  the  firft  time,  (as  fhe  lived  at  a 
t^onfiderable  diftance  from  me)  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Syer .  She  was  in  great  pain,  had 
a  total  fuppreflion  of  urine  and  ftools,  at¬ 
tended  with  naufea  and  tenefmus :  we  or¬ 
dered  the  fame  means  to  be  perfifted  in; 
but  they  were  now  ineffectual.  Clyfters 
could  not  be  injeCted  or  retained  except  in 
fuch  fmall  quantities  as  were  infufficient  tQ 
have  any  good  effeCt :  feveral  attempts  were 
made  to  pafs  the  different  kinds  of  cathe¬ 
ters,  but  it  was  found  impracticable,  in 
every  pofition  we  could  think  of,  to  intro¬ 
duce  any  one  more  than  an  inch  or  two 
into  the  urethra ,  without  drawing  off  any 
water.  From  an  imperfeCt  idea  and  recol- 
legion  of  the  cafe  of  an  inverted  uterus , 

communicated  by  Dr.  Hunter  to  his  pupils, 

* 

at  leCture  on  the  twenty-firfl  of  0 Bober  1 754, 
I  fufpeCted  this  to  be  of  the  fame  nature; 
and  being  very  defirous  of  inveftigating  the 
true  caufe,  I  was  confirmed  in  my  fufpicion 
by  paffmg  a  finger  up  the  vagina,  which 
was  pufhed  towards  the  ojja  pubis  by  a  tu¬ 
mor  (as  big  as  a  fmall  child’s  head)  lying 
•  behind 
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behind  the  vagina ,  alinoft  in  per  hue  0  ;  fo 
likewife,  it  was  found  impoffible  to  pafs  the 
finger  any  length  up  the  r  echini^  the  fame 
tumor  preffing  ftrongly  on  that  bowel.  Thefe 
circumftances  determined  it  to  be  the  fundus 
uteri :  and  it  more  plainly  appeared  to  be  fo, 
as  the  os  uteri  could  not  be  felt  in  the  va- 

X,  I 

gina ,  notwithftanding  the  finger  eafily  paf- 
fed  beyond  the  tumor  as  far  as  it  could 
reach.  Many  efforts  were  made  to  reduce 
the  uterus ,  by  placing  the  woman  on  her 
knees  and  elbows,  with  her  head  down¬ 
wards;  and  by  introducing  one  hand  up 
th tvagina^  attempting  to  draw  it  forwards, 
at  the  fame  time,  with  two  fingers  of  the 
other  hand  in  anoy  we  endeavoured  to  pufh 
up  the  fundus  uteris  according  to  the  me¬ 
thod  recommended  and  attempted  by  Dr. 
Hunter ,  and  the  furgeon  who  defired  his 
advice.  Repeated  trials  were  again  made 
to  pafs  the  catheter,  efpecially  in  thofe  po- 
fitions  which  appeared  moft  likely  to  favour 
its  paffage,  but  without  fuccefs.  On  the 
fifth,  finding  her  much  in  the  fame  ftate, 
the  femicupium  was  judged  proper,  and  the 
feme  methods  were  once  more  attempted  in 

C  c  4  vaitu 
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vain.  The  catheter  indeed  feemed  to  pafs 
rather  farther  up  the  jirethra ,  and  repeat¬ 
edly  drew  off  a  fpoonful  or  two  of  deep- 
coloured  urine,  fometimes  in  one  pofture, 
fometimes  in  another.  The  next  day,  wp 
propofed  puncturing  the  bladder  above  the 
offa  pubis ,  as  the  laft  refource  and  only  hope 
remaining  ;  but  upon  urging  it,  and  ex¬ 
plaining  the  nature  of  it,  to  her,  the  poor 
woman  ftrenuoufly  oppoled  it,  determining 

rather  to  fubmit  to  fate.  On  the  l’eventh 

*  *  * . 

fhe  was  much  weaker,  had  frequent  and 
fevere  naufea  and  Jingulius ■,  the  fad  pre¬ 
lude  to  gangrene  and  death;  and,  while 
Mr.  Syer  was  in  the  chamber,  fhe  called 
him  to  the  bed-fide,  and  (to  ufe  her  owp 
words)  faid,  “  She  felt  at  that  inftant  fome- 
u  thing  buril  within  her,”  and  an  imme¬ 
diate  relief  from  pain,  telling  him,  fhe  was 
certain  fhe  was  going  to  mifearry;  which 
accordingly*  happened  immediately,  with 
very  little  pain  or  djfcharge;  the  membranes 
being  ruptured,  the  Justus  and  placenta 
were  entirely  delivered  by  the  natural  ef¬ 
fort,  the  poor  woman  expreffing  the  higheft 
fenfe  of  joy,  and  begging  Mr.  Syer  todefift 

from 

X  .  i 


Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries.  393 

from  giving  himfelf  or  her  any  farther 
trouble ;  but  upon  his  urging  the  neceffity 
of  drawing  off  the  water,  fhe  reluctantly 
fubmitted,  and  he  immediately,  and  with 
the  greateft  facility,  palled  the  catheter  into 
the  bladder,  but  without  evacuating  any 
urine.  This  circumftance  confirmed  Mr. 
Syer  in  his  conjecture,  that  the  fenfation 
fhe  felt  immediately  preceding  the  abor¬ 
tion,  was  occafioned  by  the  rupture  of  the 
bladder.  No  hope  of  affording  her  any 
afliftance  now  remaining,  light  cordials 
and  nourilhment  were  frequently  given 
her ;  but  fhe  funk  faft?  and  died  early  the 
next  morning. 

Mr.  Syer  got  leave  of  the  friends  to  open 
the  body  in  the  hufband’s  abfence,  but  was 
obliged  to  do  it  haftily.  About  nine  or  ten 
pints  of  urine  was  found  in  the  abdomen ,  the 
bladder  empty  and  flaccid,  which  being  in¬ 
flated  by  the  catheter  through  the  urethra^ 
appeared  ruptured  near  its  fundus ,  enough  to 
admit  the  end  of  the  finger,  and  about  the 
breadth  of  a  fhilling  round  the  aperture ; 
it  was  in  a  gangrenous  flate.  The  whole 
body  of  the  uterus  was  reflected  fo  much 

back-* 
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backward,  as  not  eafily  to  be  difcover- 
ed,  the  fundus  uteri  lying  between  the 
vagina  and  redlum ,  and  the  os  uteri  towards 
the  ojfa  pubis ,  without  any  farther  extraor¬ 
dinary  appearances. 

As  the  violent  preflure  of  the  collum 
uteri  et  veficce  (confiderably  retraced  from 
their  natural  fituation)  upon  each  other, 
againft,  or  rather  above  the  ojfa  pubis ,  was 
the  true  caufe  of  the  fuppreffion  of  urine, 
and  what  prevented  the  paffage  of  the  ca¬ 
theter  into  the  bladder ;  would  opening 
the  uterus  at  its  fundus  through  the  vagina , 
with  a  proper  inftrument,  and  difcharging 
the  liquor  amnii ,  &c.  as  judicioufly  pro- 
pofed  by  Dr.  Hunter  in  the  cafe  he  met 
with,  (where  the  catheter  was  eafily  paffed 
and  the  bladder  evacuated,  and  where  the 
fuppreffion  of  urine  was  evidently  depend¬ 
ent  upon  a  very  different  caufe,  namely, 
the  preffure  of  the  tumor  in  the  vagina  up-  . 
on  the  urethra)  have  been  advifeable  or 
available  here  ?  Would  fuch  an  operation 
have  facilitated  the  difcharge  of  urine  from 
the  diftended  bladder  ?  and,  without  this, 

was  it  poffible  that  the  uterus ,  fo  firmly 

engaged 
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engaged  and  wedged  in  the  pelvis ,  and  fo 
forcibly  born  down  with  the  vafl  weight 
above  it,  could  have  been  reduced  ?  Might 
it  not  have  been  more  eligible  in  this  cafe, 
where  no  urine  could  be  drawn  off,  firft 
to  have  punctured  the  bladder  above  the 
ojfa  pubis ,  that  by  this  means  the  water  be¬ 
ing  evacuated,  and  the  preffure  removed, 
the  uterus  might  then  polfibly  have  been 
reduced,  or  that  having  ftill  remained  im¬ 
practicable,  the  uterus  might  at  laft  have 
been  opened,  and  probably  replaced. 

It  was  impoffible  for  this  woman  to  have 
mifcarried  till  the  bladder  was  emptied ; 
but  the  event  (hows,  that  abortion  imme¬ 
diately  fucceeded  the  rupture  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  the  parts  being  now  relaxed,  and  the 
fundus  uteri  probably  in  fome  meafure  raff¬ 
ed  up  by  the  removal  of  the  preffure  and 
diffufion  of  the  urine  :  and  is  not  this  an 
argument  in  favour  of  the  probability  there 
might  have  been  of  fuccefs  from  the  punc¬ 
ture  of  the  bladder  ?  Yet,  if  we  confider 
the  dangerous  confequences  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  fuch  operations,  and  all  other 
fircumftances,  it  appears  highly  doubtful 

or 
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or  improbable,  that  either  or  both  thefc 
operations  would  have  effected  the  defired 
intention  ;  or  at  lead,  that  the  event  would 
have  been  happy  :  however,  as  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  only  means  left,  at  lead  the 
mod  probable  in  fo  defperate  a  condition, 
they  may  perhaps  deferve  future  confidera- 
tion  and  trial. 

Dr.  Hunter  tells  us,  if  this  cafe  is  difco- 
vered  foon  after  it  happens,  that  it  may  be 
reduced  by  the  method  above-mentioned  ; 
but  that  when  the  uterus  is  inverted,  it 
will  always  remain  fo,  unlefs  relieved  be* 
fore  the  foetus  becomes  fo  large  and  the 
uterus  fo  didended,  as  to  lock  itfelf  up  in 
the  pelvis ;  at  which  time,  and  not  be¬ 
fore,  the  mother  begins  to  feel  exquifite 
torture. 

Dr.  Hunter  has  lately  kindly  informed 
me,  that  he  has  met  with  feveral  cafes  fmce 
that  which  he  related  to  us  at  ledture,  but  by 
proper  management  in  time  all  did  well. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  immedi¬ 
ate  caufe  of  this  misfortune,  does,  it  not 
appear  from  the  general  habit  and  previous 
prolapfusvqgin# ,  that  relaxation  in  general. 
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and  particularly  of  the  uterine  ligaments 
and  appendages,  was  the  gram!  predifpo- 
fmg  caufe  ?  But  as  it  may  be  difficult  to 
determine  thefe  and  other  points  above- 
hinted  at,  they  are  humbly  fubmitted,  with 
all  due  deference,  to  the  farther  confrdera- 
tion  of  the  ingenious  and  learned. 

Had  we  not  been  convinced  by  the  moft 
indifputable  fads,  that  the  catheter  was 
conftantly  paffed  into  the  urethra ,  by  feel¬ 
ing  the  end  of  the  inftrument  while  in  the- 
urethra ,  and  endeavouring  to  puffi  it  gently 
upwards  into  the  bladder,  and  by  repeat¬ 
edly  drawing  off  fmall  quantities  of  urine, 
we  might  have  been  inclined  to  fufped 
that  we  had  been  deceived,  and  perhaps 
imagined  that  we  had  been  foiled  in  our 
attempts,  by  the  retradion  of  the  meatus 
under  the  oJJ'a  pubis ,  and  the  preffure  of 
the  tumor  in  the  vagina  againft  the  urethra\ 
but  the  meatus  was  clearly  and  diftindly 
felt  under  the  Jymphyfis  of  the  ojfa  pubis  ; 
and  the  tumor  in  the  vagina,  though  it  con- 
fiderably  diminifhed  its  diameter,  particu¬ 
larly  in  its  inferior  part  towards  the  os  ex¬ 
ternum,  did  not  in  the  leaf!  prefs  upon  the 

urethra ; 
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urethra ,  nor  made  any  obftru&ion  to  the 
free  and  eafy  pafiage  of  the  finger  between 
it  and  the  pubis ;  and*  confequently,  was 
no  obftacle  to  the  introdu&ion  of  the  ca¬ 
theter.  This  obftacle  was  much  higher  up* 
and  always  impaffable  at  a  certain  point* 
from  the  exceffive  and  fingular  fort  of  prefi- 
furd  of  the  uterus  and  bladder  upon  each 
other,  forcing  the  latter  to  become  as  it 
were  pendulous  over  the  ojfa  pubis ,  and  to 
form  an  acute  angle  with  the  urethra ,  occa- 
fioning  fuch  an  invincible  obftrudtion,  as, 
although  it  admitted  a  fmall  quantity  of 
urine,  to  infinuate  itfelf  into  the  catheter 
from  above  it,  would  by  no  means  admit 
that  inftrument  to  pafs  it  from  below. 

If  we  appeal  to  our  own  experience  and 
obfervation,  and  credit  the  aflertions  of  the 
learned  Van  Swieten  (in  his  Commentaries 
upon  the  aphorifms  of  the  illuftrious  Boer* 
haave ),  and  thofe  of  a  celebrated  Dutch 
artift,  whom  he  has  quoted,  we  fhall  find 
that  it  has  fometimes  been  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult,  where  the  uterus  has  been  remarkably 
prominent  and  pendulous  over  the  ojfa 
pubis ,  to  pafs  the  catheter  into  the  bladder 
7  from 
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from  this  vifcus  forming  an  angle  with  its 
own  neck  :  but  in  the  above  cafe,  the  un¬ 
natural  fituation  of  the  uterus ,  &c.  and  the 
moft  violent  and  lingular  kind  of  prefliire, 
and  the  exceflive  conftridion  upon  the. 
bladder,  all  concurring,  formed  fo  acute  an 
angle  as  to  render  that  operation  impradi- 
cable.  Perhaps  a  flexible  catheter,  or  one 
of  a  particular  conftrudion  might  have 
anfwered  here ;  but  as  I  had  not  fuch  an 
inftrument,  fo  I  muft  confefs  I  did  not  at 
that  time  think  of  it. 

May  not  this  cafe  more  properly  be 
termed  an  hernia ,  or  rejlellio  uteri ,  in  con- 
tradiftindion  to  the  true  inverjio  uterif 
which  has  too  often  been  the  miferable 
confequence  of  trie  premature  and  violent 
extradion  of  the  placenta  ? 

i’ 

September  5, 


An 


l  *, 
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An  Appendix  to  the  preceding  Article ,  bp 
William  Hunter,  M.D.F.  R .  S:  addrejjed 
to  the  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Gentlemen, 

The  le&ure  to  which  Mr.  Lynn  alludes 
in  the  preceding  hiflory,  was  read  in  Olio - 
her  1754,  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  of 
the  faculty,  as  well  as  ftudents.  The 
meeting  was  intended  to  be  as  public  as 
the  nature  of  the  cafe  would  permit ;  both 
that  fo  fingular,  inftru&ive,  and  important 
a  cafe  might  be  more  generally  known,  and 
likewife,  that  any  obfervation  or  difcovery 
which, I  had  made  on  the  fubje£tof  the  gravid 

\  w  •  * ' .  *  - . 

uterus ,  might  be  well  authenticated.  When¬ 
ever  I  have  had  any  opportunity  of  that  kind, 
you  know,  that  I  have  taken  fome  method 
of  fending  out  a  very  general  invitation. 

This  particular  cafe  will  be  better  under- 
flood  when  I  fhall  have  publiflied  the 
figures  of  the  gravid  uterus .  It  is  the  fub- 
je£t  of  a  large  plate  in  that  work.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  think,  that 
what  1  faid  upon  that  occafion,  might  illu- 
2  ’  ft  rate 
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ftrate  Mr.  Lynn's  obfervations,  and  that 
humanity  pleads  for  having  the  cafe  of  the 
retroverted  uterus  *  more  generally  known 
among  praditioners  than  it  appears  even 
now  to  be.  Though  I  have  not  at  prefent 
leifure  to  write  upon  any  fubjetff  with  that 
care  which  I  think  is  due  to  the  public,  I 
chearfully  offer  the  fubftance  of  that  le&ure 
to  your  difpofal,  with  a  reflexion  or  two 
which  opportunity  and  experience  have 
fuggefted  to  me  fince  that  time. 

“  A  young  woman,  about  four  months 
advanced  in  her  firfl  pregnancy,  after  a 
fright,  was  taken  ill,  and  could  not,  with¬ 
out  great  difficulty,  go  to  ftool  or  make 
water.  Her  complaint  grew  worfe  daily, 
till  on  Saturday  the  twelfth  of  October 
both  thefe  evacuations  were  entirely  flip- 
preffed.  The  fuppreffion  of  urine  conti¬ 
nued,  without  any  relief  being  given,  till 
Thurfday  the  feventeenth,  when  Mr.  JV alter 
Wall  furgeon  was  called  to  her  aiffiftance. 
He  drew  off,  by  the  catheter,  about  feven 

*  This  cafe  has  been  called  the  inverjton  of  the  uterus ; 
but  as  the  term  is  equivocal,  we  may  be  allowed  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  word  ntrouerjion. 
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or  eight  quarts  of  urine.  He  then  attempt¬ 
ed  to  throw  up  a  clyfter ;  but;  very  little 
palled  up,  and  it  had  no  manner  of  effed. 
In  the  afternoon,  about  three  quarts  of  urine 
tinged  with  blood  were  drawn  off  by  the 
catheter. 

In  order  to  difcover  the  caufe  of  thefe 
fymptoms,  Mr.  Wall  introduced  a  finger 

into  the  vagina ,  which  could  not  pafs  up 

* 

on  account  of  a  large  tumor  that  lay  behind 
the  vagina ,  and  prefled  it  clofe  to  the  in- 
fide  of  the  offa  pubis .  As  there  was  not 
room  to  pafs  the  finger,  he  could  neither 
reach  the  extremity  of  the  vagina ,  nor 
could  he  difcover  any  thing  like  the  os 
'  uteri . 

After  this  he  examined  the  refiunij  and 
found,  that  the  fame  tumor,  which  lay  above 
or  before  the  gut,  prefled  it  fo  ftrongly 
againft:  the  infide  of  the  os  coccygis ,  &c. 
that  the  finger  could  only  be  pafled  a  very 
little  way. 

Thefe  circumftances  made  Mr.  Wall  re¬ 
coiled:  a  cafe  of  a  retroverted  uterus  which 

i  ***'•  J  1 4 4  *■ 

Monf.  Gregoire  had  given  in  his  ledures  at 
Paris r  He  then  concluded,  that  this  was  a 
r  -  * • •  *  cafe 
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Cafe  of  the  fame  nature,  and  attempted  to 
reduce  the  uterus  by  laying  the  patient  on 
her  back,  and  by  affifting,  with  one  finger 
in  the  vagina  and  another  in  the  anus ,  as 
Monf.  Gregoire  had  directed  ;  but  without 
any  fuccefs. 

The  poor  yoling  Woman  continuing  in 
great  pain,  Mr.  Wall  came  to  me  on  Satur¬ 
day  the  nineteenth,  gave  me  an  account  of 
what  had  paiTed,  and  defired  me  to  vifit 
her  with  him.  We  found  her  exceedingly 
weak,  and  fuffering  great  pain.  She  was 
dying  upon  her  back.  I  palfed  my  finger  be¬ 
tween  the  tumor  and  the  infide  of  the  os  pu¬ 
bis  ^  a  little  to  one  fide  of  the  urethra ;  upon 
which  a  corifiderable  quantity  of  urine  was 
difcharged,  as  my  finger  removed  the  pref- 
fure  Upon  the  urethra .  We  then  propofed 
a  fecond  attempt  to  reduce  the  uterus  to  its 
natural  fituation  ;  for  which  purpofe,  we 
placed  her  upon  her  knees  and  elbows,  with 
her  head  and  fhoulders  as  low  as  poffible. 
Then  I  introduced  one  hand  into  the  * va- 
gina ,  and  two  fingers  of  the  other  into  the 
amis ,  and  endeavoured  to  replace  the  uterus , 
by  pufhing  it  up  with  the  two  fingers,  and 
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at  the  fame  time,  by  trying  to  draw  down 
the  upper  part  of  the  vagina ,  which  was 
confiderably  retraced  from  its  natural  fili¬ 
ation.  But  thefe  attempts  were  all  in  vain  : 
llie  became  weaker  every  hour,  and  died 
on  the  Monday  following. 

On  JVednefday  we  were  allowed  to  open 
the  body.  Upon  cutting  into  the  abdomen , 
we  found  the  bladder  amazingly  diftended 
with  urine,  and  filling  up  almoft  the  whole 
anterior  regions  of  the  abdomen ,  like  the 
uterus  in  the  laft  months  of  pregnancy. 

When  the  urine  was  difcharged  by  open¬ 
ing  the  bladder,  wre  obferved  that  the  lower 
part  of  the  bladder,  which  is  united  with 
the  vagina  and  cervix  uteri ,  and  intd 
which  the  ureters  are  inferted,  was  raifed 
up  as  high  as  the  brim  of  the  pelvis ,  by  a 
large  round  tumor,  (viz.  the  uterus)  which 
entirely  filled  up  the  whole  cavity  of  the 
pelvis.  We  then  palfed  a  catheter  up  the 
vagina ,  and  obferved,  that  it  raifed  up  the 
bladder  at  the  top  of  the  tumor ;  a  demon- 
ftration  that  the  upper  end  of  the  vaginay 
and  confequently  the  os  uteri ,  was  lituated 
there :  and,  upon  making  a  crucial  mcifion 

through 
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through  the  bladder  and  vagina  at  that 
place,  we  found  that  it  adually  was  fo. 
The  os  uteri  made  the  fummit  of  the  tumor 
upon  which  the  bladder  refted,  and  the 
fundus  uteri  was  turned  down  towards  the 
os  coccygis  and  anus .  The  uterus ,  in  that 
retroverted  ftate,  was  grown  fo  large,  and 
thence  fo  wedged  in  the  pelvis ,  that  we 
could  not  take  it  out  till  we  had  cut  through 
the fymphyfs  of  the  ojfa  pubis ,  and  torn  thofe 
bones  confiderably  afunder,  to  enlarge  the 
fpace  within  the  bones  of  the  pelvis ,  &c.  &c. 

It  is  hard  to  fay  what  was  the  caufe  of  this 
unfortunate  pofition  of  the  womb  ;  for  I 
cannot  think  it  was  the  effed  of  a  fright. 
Whatever  was  the  caufe,  had  the  cafe  been 
known  foon  after  the  unnatural  lituation  of 
the  uterus  took  place,  that  part  might  have 
been  eafily  replaced  by  the  method  above- 
mentioned.  But  whenever  the  impreg¬ 
nated  uterus  is  once  thrown  into  that  un¬ 
natural  pofition,  and  continues  in  it  fome 
time,  it  will  probably  always  remain  fo, 
unlefs  reduced  by  art  before  it  becomes  fo 
bulky  as  to  be  locked  in  the  grafp  of  the 
pelvis  :  and,  in  proportion  as  this  procefs 
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advances,  the  difcharge  both  of  urine  an# 
of  ftools  will  become  more  difficult,  and  at 
length  both  will  be  entirely  fupprefleJ. 
When  fuch  fuppreffions  once  begin,  they 
aggravate  the  evil,  not  merely  by  caufing 
pain,  but  by  occafioning  a  load  of  accu¬ 
mulated  urine  and  faces  in  the  abdomen 
above  the  uterus ,  which  prefles  it  ftill  lower 

i  _ 

in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  diftenfion  of  the  bladder,  in  this  ftate* 
draws  up  that  part  of  the  vagina  and  cervix 
uteri  with  which  it  is  connected,  fo  as  to 
throw  the  fundus  uteri  ftill  more  diredly 
downwards. 

The  following  queftion  rifes  from  the 
nature  and  unhappy  event  of  this  cafe ; 
Whether  it  would  not  be  advifeable  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  to  perforate  the  uterus  with  a  fmall 
trocar,  or  any  other  proper  inftrument,  in 
order  to  difcharge  the  liquor  amnii ,  and 
thereby  to  render  the  uterus  fo  fmall  and 
fo  lax,  as  to  admit  of  redudion  ?  If  other 
methods  fhould  fail,  I  think  fuch  an  ope¬ 
ration  fhould  be  tried.  But  this  unhappy 
woman’s  health  was  fo  impaired  by  the 
great  diftenfion  of  the  bladder,  and  fuch 
long  continued  mifery,  thatj  had  it  been 

done 
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done  in  the  time  that  I  vifited  her,  Ihe 
would  have  died,  perhaps,  under  the  opera¬ 
tion  ;  at  leaft,  in  all  probability,  Ihe  could 
not  have  lived  to  reap  any  great  benefit 
from  it :  and,  as  the  cafe  appeared  to  me 
to  be  fo  defperate,  I  thought  it  moft  advife- 
able  to  keep  her  quiet  with  opiates,  and  to 
give  her  the  little  comforts  which  cordials 
and  humanity  afford  in  the  laft  hours  of 
life.  However,  in  fo  deplorable  a  cafe,  I 
defired  that  Mr.  Wall  would  procure  the 
opinion  of  fqme  gentleman  of  the  profef- 
fion,  who  had  more  experience  than  either 
of  us.  He  did  fo  ;  but  it  was  determined 
that  nothing  could  be  done  to  fave  her.” 

Since  the  time  of  communicating  thefe 
obfervations  in  a  public  lecture,  I  have 
known  feveral  cafes  of  the  fame  nature,  but 
in  a  lefs  advanced  ftate.  They  all  happened 

•>  v 

about  the  third  month,  fooner  or  later ; 
and  they  all  brought  on  a  difficulty,  and 
gradually  a  fuppreffion,  firft  of  urine,  and 
then  of  ftools  likewife.  They  were  all 
fuccefsfully  treated  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  :  After  the  cafe  was  fufped:ed  from  the 
fuppreffion  of  urine,  and  then  certainly 
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known  by  £he  examination  with  the  finger, 
both  in  the  vagina  and  in  the  re  than ,  the 
urine  was  firft  completely  drawn  off  by  the 
catheter,  then  a  fufficieQtly  ftimulating 
clyfter  was  thrown  up ;  and  after  the  bowr 
els  were  well  emptied,  it  was  always  found 
eafy  to  replace  the  uterus .  In  one  inftance, 
the  uterus ,  of  itfelf,  recovered  its  natural 
fituation,  immediately  after  the  above- 
mentioned  evacuations  had  taken  place. 
In  another  cafe,  there  were  leveral  relapfes 
before  the  uterus  grew  fo  large,  that  it 
could  no  longer  fall  back. 

While  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  the 
retroverjion  of  the  uterus ,  we  may  prefume 
that  it  will  be  favourable  to  be  frequently 
in  a  recumbent  pofture,  and  to  take  care 
that  the  bladder  be  never  much  difiended 
with  urine,  nor  the  retlum  and  colon  much 
loaded  with  fceces. 

In  the  laft  place,  gentlemen,  give  me 
leave  to  tell  the  public  why  you  thought 
fome  account  of  the  retroverted  uterus  fo 
neceffary  :  You  were  well  allured  that  it 
happens  frequently,  and  yet  that  a  number 
of  pra&itioners  know  but  little  of  it  \  fo 

\  ,  l  v.  4  .  a  rt  »  i  ^  1.  *  •  >.  >  ■  *  •  t  » 
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little  indeed,  that,  as  you  well  know,  in 
this  town,  within  thefe  two  years  laft  pafl, 
two  pregnant  women  loft  their  lives  by  this 
apcident,  without  the  caufe  of  their  com¬ 
plaints  being  difcovered  till  after  death.  In 
both  of  thefe  cafes,  the  fymptoms  alone 
were  almoft  fufficient  to  determine  the  na- 
ture  qf  the  complaint;  and  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  tumor  with  regard  to  the 
vagina  and  reflnm  fuch,  that  it  would  now 
appear  to  be  impoffible  that  an  experienced 
practitioner  fhould  miftake  the  cafe.  Yet,  in 
both  of  thefe  inftances,  experienced  practi¬ 
tioners  failed ;  and  faw  with  regret  in  the 
dead  body,  what  they  might  have  eafily 
cured  in  the  living,  if  they  had  made  a 
very  obvious  difcovery  in  proper  time. 
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XXXVII.  Account  of  a  ftmple  Fr allure 
of  the  Tibia  in  a  pregnant  Woman ,  in 
*5 which  Cafe  the  Callus  *itw  72^  form¬ 
ed  till  after  Delivery :  By  Mr.  Edward 
Alanfon,  Surgeon  at  Liverpool :  Commu¬ 
nicated  by  William  Hunter,  M.D.  F.R.  S . 

■  i- 

Bead  4th  September,  1769. 


April  28th,  *769. 


Woman  aged  twenty-two  years,  was^ 


**  admitted  into  the  Liverpool  infirmary 
with  the  tibia  fractured  obliquely  in  that 
part,  where  four  times  in  five  cafes  it  al¬ 
ways  breaks,  for  reafons,  which,  on  exa¬ 
mining  the  bone,  are  obvious.  She  was 
of  a  delicate  lax  habit,  and  now  fuppofed 
herfelf  to  be  in  the  fecond  month  of  her 
pregnancy.  She  was  properly  treated,  un¬ 
der  Mr.  Pickering1  s  directions,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  all  tenfton  and  tumefac¬ 
tion  difappeared,  and  the  limb  was  quite 
cool  and  eafy.  At  the  termination  of  a 
fortnight  from  the  time  of  the  accident,  on 
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particular  examination,  the  fracture  ap¬ 
peared  more  loofe  than  it  ought  to  be ;  and, 
at  the  end  of  the  third  week,  was  exa&ly 
in  the  fame  ftate.  It  did  not  appear  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  want  of  union  could  be 
owing  to  conftitution,  as  fhe  had,  only 
three  months  before  impregnation,  been 
very  happily  and  fpeedily  cured  of  a  frac¬ 
tured  femur,  by  another  furgeon ;  and  this 
appeared  the  more  improbable,  as  fhe  was 
a  fober  temperate  woman  :  and  was  it  not 
more  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  want 
of  union  depended  upon  the  pregnant 
ftate,  than  that  it  was  caufed  by  the  inter- 
pofttion  of  any  of  the  foft  circumjacent 
parts  ?  She  was  now  informed  that  the 
event  of  the  cafe  was  precarious  ;  that  it 
was  dubious  whether  a  cure  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  until  fhe  was  delivered,  and  patience 
with  fubmiffion  was  recommended.  It  was 
thought  right  to  ftrengthen  her  conftitu¬ 
tion,  and  take  all  pofiible  care  of  her  gene¬ 
ral  health.  Hence  the  cort .  perwv.  was 
given,  and  its  dofe  increafed  from  time  to 
time,  until  fhe  took  an  ounce  each  day; 
and  this  was  regularly  perfevered  in  for  the 

fpace 


4 12  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries . 

fpace  of  fix  weeks  ;  at  the  expiration  of 
which  all  remained  juft  in  the  fame  ftate  as 
before.  She  was  now  feized  with  a  feverifh 
indifpofition,  which  continued  eight  days ; 
fhe  did  not  appear  to  be  injured  by  it,  un- 
lefs  being  rather  reduced  in  ftrength.  She 
now  requefted  to  be  removed  from  the  hof- 
pital,  after  which  I  gave  her  all  neceffary 
attendance,  and  was  defired  to  attend  her 
at  the  time  of  delivery.  She  went  on  very 
well  in  regard  to  her  pregnancy,  and  there 
was  no  alteration  in  the  limb,  excepting 
that  it  grew  very  oedematous.  At  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  ninth  month  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  and  the  feventh  from  the  accident, 
fiie  was  delivered;  and,  as  fhe  recovered 
ftrength,  the  oedema  went  off,  and  the  bone 
began  to  unite :  in  fliort,  in  about  nine 
weeks  from  her  delivery  lhe  was  able  to 
walk  about  the  room,  and  foon  had  a  very 
firm  and  ufeful  limb. 

We  cannot  with  certainty  promife  to  cure 
fractures  in  the  moft  favourable  fubjefts ;  for 
our  endeavours  may  be  fruftrated  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  foft  circumjacent  parts.  The 
moft  remarkable  inftance  of  this  kind,  is  that 
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publifhed  by  Mr.  White  of  Manchester.  I 
faw  an  inftance  in  the  tibia,  in  which  the 
want  of  union  was  fuppofed  originally  to 
have  been  owing  to  this  caufe.  On  differing 
the  limb  after  amputation,  there  was  no 
appearance  of  any  interpofed  part.  The 
extremities  of  the  fracture  were  incrufted 
over  with  a  truly  cartilaginous  fubftance  : 
hence  a  kind  of  articulation  was  formed, 
which  allowed  of  confiderable  motion.  In 
other  cafes  we  may  fail  from  conftitution, 
and  thefe  we  fhall  moft  frequently  meet 
with  in  perfons  who  have  ufed  fpirituous 
liquors  too  freely.  Here  it  is  neceffary  to 
alter  and  improve  the  habit,  by  a  free  ufe 
of  the  bark,  with  the  decodl.  farfap aril,  and 
a  milk  diet.  Mr.  Pickering  had  a  cafe  of 
this  kind  under  his  care;  all  the  common 
means  were  tried,  but  without  elfed,  till  * 
the  patient’s  general  health  was  improved 
by  the  above  treatment.  To  the  already 
mentioned  obftruftions  to  a  cure  in  frac¬ 
tures,  we  may  add  pregnancy  ;  of  which, 

I  hope,  it  will  be  allowed,  I  have  given  a 
very  clear  cafe,  which  was  not  written  with 
an  intent  to  eftablifh  the  dodrine  delivered 

by 
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by  fome  *,  that  a  fradture  will  not  unite 
during  pregnancy.  Every  man  who  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  much  bufi- 
nefs  knows  the  reverfe ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  ought  all  to  know,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  cure  fome  fradtures  during 
pregnancy,  that  we  may  not  lofe  our  re¬ 
putation,  and  difgrace  the  profeffion  by 
delivering  a  contrary  prognofis.  In  Hil- 
danus  three  inftances  are  found  of  frac¬ 
tures,  which  happened  to  women  when 
pregnant.  The  firft  is  a  compound  frac¬ 
ture,  therefore  proves  nothing ;  no  more 
does  the  fecond,  which  is  a  fradtured  pa* 
tella ;  for  we  all  know,  that  in  this  frac¬ 
ture,  under  the  mod  favourable  circum- 
ftances,  we  are  very  often  not  able  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  union  by  a  continuity  of  boney 
callus .  The  third  is  an  oblique  fradture  of 
the  tibia*  and  appears  to  be  a  very  clear 
cafe. 


*  Heifter’s  Surgery,  p.  120.  B.  II. 
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Explanation  of  the  Figures, 
which  are  all  of  the  natural  Size, 
except  II.  III.  IV.  and  V.  of  the 
laft  Plate. 
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PLATE  I. 

Two  figures  which  illufirate  the  cafe  of  the 
fatal  ileus,  by  Dr .  Garthfhore,  Art .  XVIL 
page  223. 

F  I  G.  I. 

A  The  colon. 

B  The  caecum. 

C  C  C  The  appendix  caeci  vermformis , 
brought  forwards  from  behind  the  caecum, 
where  it  is  naturally  fituated. 

D  The  ileon  immediately  above  the  ftran- 
gulation. 

E  The  ileon  juft  before  it  terminates  in  the 
fide  of  the  caecum,  drawn  into  a  globular 
form,  by  a  ftrangulating  ligamentous 
cord. 

F  A 


Explanation  of  the  Figures . 

jF  A  probe,  the  point  of  which  is  covered 
by  a  firm  flefhy  fubfiance,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  omentum , 
adhering  ftrongly  to  the  mefentery  of  the 
Ale  on  near  the  ftrangulated  part. 

G  A  probe  palling  under  another  portion  of 

;  "the  fame  fubfiance,  and  covered  at  its 
•  point  by  the  little  mefentery  of  the  ap¬ 
pendix  CfiCi  vermiformis . 

FIG.  II. 

A  B  C  C  C  The  colon ,  c£cum ,  and  appendix , 
(as  in  fig.  I.)  in  outlines. 

D  The  ile an  immediately  above  the  ftrangu¬ 
lated  part. 

E  The  ftrangulated  part  of  the  gut,  dif- 
engaged  by  having  been  cautioufly  drawn 
out  of  the  noofe. 

* 

E  The  part  of  the  gut  which  was  found 
cut  through  by  the  ftrangulating  cord. 

G  The  cord  itfelf,  at  one  end  fixed  to  the 
mefentery,  and  at  the  other  to  the  fide 
of  the  ile  on,  A  probe  is  palled  through 
it,  to  convey  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
noofe. 
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Explanation  of  the  Figures . 

•  »  .  , 

PLATE  II. 

A  fore-view  of  the  narrow  pelvis,  relating 
to  the  cafe  of  ths  Cefarean  Se&ion,  by  Di\ 
Cooper,  Art.  XXI.  page  261,  and  by  M?\ 
Thomfon,  Art .  XXII,  page  272. 

A  The  four  lower  vertebra  of  the  loins, 
connected  by  their  natural  ligaments. 

B  B  The  right  and  left  os  ilium . 

C  The  fymphyfis  of  the  ojfa  pubis . 

D  D  The  right  and  left  tuberofity  of  the 
ifchium . 

E  E  The  right  and  left  foramen  magnum 
ifchii . 

F F  The  right  and  left  fpine,  or  acute  pro- 
cefs  of  the  ifchium . 

G  The  diftance  between  the  projecting  up- 
permoft  part  of  the  os  facrum ,  and  the 
infide  of  the  fymphyfis  of  the  ojfa  pubis . 

^  *  t-  \  >'  ^  '  .  ,  !  7  ,  ,  ,  ; 

/  ■■ 

PLATE  III. 

A  view  of  the  underfide  of  the  fame  narrow 
pelvis,  feen  as  in  a  recumbent  pofcitre. 

A  The  infide  of  the  uppermoft  part,  or 
firft  bone  of  the  os  facrum . 

Vo l.  IV,  E  e 
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Explanation  of  the  Figures. 

t  " 

B  The  outfide  of  the  lowermoft  bone,  or 
point  of  the  os  coccygis . 

C  The  proceffes  of  the  higher  vertebra 
lumborum ,  feeii  in  perfpedive. 

I)  D  The  outfide  of  the  right  and  left  os 

•  1'  si' 

i  hum. 

E  The  fymphyfis  of  the  offa  pubis . 

F  F  The  right  and  left  tuberofity  of  the 
ifchium . 

G  G  The  right  and  left  fpine  of  the  ifchium* 
HH  The  right  and  left  foramen  magjium 
if  chit . 

I  The  diltance  between  the  projection  of 

■x 

the  uppermoft  part  of  the  os  facrum ,  and 
the  infide  of  the  fymphyfis  of  the  ojfa 

e 
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PLATE  IV.  FIG.  L 

*  / 

••  '  « 

A  f de-view  of  the  fame  pelvis,  to  give  a 

clear  idea  of  the  extraordinary  project 
tion  of  the  fpine  over  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis. 

A  B  CD  The  four  lower  vertebra  lum¬ 
borum. 

E  The  right  os  ilium , 


F  The 
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Explanation  of  the  Figures , 

F  The  tuberofity  of  the  right  ifchium . 

G  The  outfide  of  the  lower  end  of  the 
facrum . 

H  The  os  coccygis. 

I  The  J fine ,  or  acute  procefs  of  the  ifchium . 

K  The  ifchiatic  notch* 

L  The  acetabulum . 

M  The  right  foramen  magnum * 

2V  The  left  foramen  magnum ,  feen  from  the 
infide  of  the  pelvis . 

O  The  upper  part  of  the  right  ox  pubis . 

P  The  upper  part  of  the  left  ox  pubis » 

^  The  anterior-inferior  fpinal  procefs  of 
the  right  ox  ilium. 

R  The  fame  procefs  of  the  left  fide, 

S  The  anterior-fuperior  fpinal  procefs  of 
the  right  os  ilium  :  that  of  the  left  fide 
is  hid  by  the  projection  of  the  lumbar 
vertebra* 

F I  G.  II.  III.  IV.  and  V.  explain  the  ope¬ 
ration  and  machines  recommended  by 
Mr.  White ,  in  Art  XIII.  page  168. 

FIG.  II.  and  III.  reprefent,  in  two  differ¬ 
ent  points  of  view,  a  leg  on  which  ain^ 
putation  had  been  performed,  with  a 
flap,  a  little  above  the  ankle-joint. 

E  ^  ° 
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Explanation  of  the  Figures » 

FIG.  IV. 

A  An  hollow  artificial  leg  made  of  tin,  and 
covered  with  thin  leather. 

/ 

B  C  Longitudinal  fteel  bars,  to  be  made  of 
tough  fluff,  and  as  light  as  poffible,  with 
fufficient  flrength. 

D  A  moveable  joint,  to  be  placed  exa&ly 
oppofite  to  the  knee-joint. 

E  A  fteel  bow,  made  thin  and  elaflic,  to 
pafs  above  two-thirds  round  the  lower 
part  of  the  thigh,  and  fixed  with  flraps 
of  leather  to  buckle  on  the  fore-part. — 
There  is  likewife  another  leather  flrap 
below  the  knee,  which  buckles  on  the 
outfide. 

F I  G.  V.  reprefents  an  artificial  leg  made 
in  the  fame  manner,  with  the  addition 
of  a  foot,  made  of  light  wood,  and 
moveable  joints,  fo  as  to  imitate  pretty 
nearly  the  natural  motions  of  the  joints 
of  the  ankle  and  of  the  toes. 
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A. 

\  *  s  - 

L  LANS  ON  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  a 
i#  ^  H  fimple  Fracture  of  the  Tibia  in  a  preg- 
nant  Woman,  where  the  Callus  was  not 
formed  till  after  Delivery,  -  Page  410,  &c. 
■ —  ■  the  Want  of  Union  not  owing  to  Condi- 
tution,  but  to  the  State  of  Pregnancy,  41 1 

- nine  Weeks  after  Delivery,  fhe  was  able 

to  walk  about  the  Room,  and  foon  after  had 

«  a  found  Limb,  -  -  412 

Amputation,  a  new  Method  of  amputating  a 
Leg,  by  Mr.  White,  —  —  168,  &c. 

- * —  an  Improvement  of  this  Operation, 

publifhed  by  Mr.  O’Halloran,  —  172 

— - he  had  the  Merit  of  bringing  the 

Flap-operation  to  Perfection,  — —  ibid. 

Amputation  of  a  cancered  Penis,  135 


/meurifma  varicpfum ,  Cafe  of  one,  in  two  Let¬ 
ters  to  Dr.  Hunter,  - 

■ - - —  another  Cafe  of  the  **  > l-' 

Mr.  Armiger,  with  a  P&pfipt  Jay  Dr  A 

JIunter,  ■ - 

E  e  Aj^  ,,,  .Anodyne1 ' 


INDEX. 

Anodynes,  it  depends  on  the  Judgment  of  the 
Prefcriber  to  know  when,  and  to  what  Extent 
they  are  to  be  ufed,  —  —  Page  298 

— - —  not  fafe  at  the  Beginning  of  a  Cough, 

except  it  is  altogether  of  the  fpafmodic  Kind, 

— —  -  —  ibid. 

—■■■■»  -  —  great  Mifchiefs  have  proceeded  from 

them  in  the  hands  of  Ignorance,  -  299 

Antimonials,  the  Ufe  of  them  in  the  early  Sta¬ 
ges  of  molt  acute  Diftempers,  an  Improve¬ 
ment  in  the  modern  Pradtice  of  Phyfic,  29 
— — —  given  in  the  bilious  Fever  at  Sea, 

-  -  161,  163 

Aponeurofis  of  the  Biceps  Mufcle ,  the  good  Ef¬ 
fects  of  dividing  it  in  a  painful  lacerated 

Wound,  -  - -  338, 

**— —  there  was  no  Matter  under  the  Fafcia , 
nor  was  the  Divifion  of  it  attended  with  much 

Pain,  347 

Armiger,  his  Letter  on  the  Varicofe  Aneuryfm% 
-  .  —  —  283 

B. 

Badunoch  (Dr.)  his  Obfervations  on  the  bilious 
Fever,  ufual  in  Voyages  to  the  Eaft-Indies, 

-  -  *  156 

- - Remarks  on  the  Cure,  161,  &V. 

Balfour  (Mr,)  his  Cafe  of  a  difeafed  Leg,  1 
Balfamics,  the  Term  includes  a  vaft  Variety  of 
Subftances,  —  —  332 

•  - —  what  are  literally  fo,  —  ibid , 

•  - View  of  the  principal  Articles  of  this 

Kind  in  the  Materia  Medico  —  233,  &V, 

•  - have  been  ufed  as  phthifical Remedies 

in  all  Degrees  of  the  Diftemper,  236,  &V. 

Ealfamics, 


INDEX. 

Balfamics,  an  Inquiry  into  the  Propriety  of  this 
Pra&ice,  * —  —  Page  237,  &c. 

•  Should  be  adjufted  to  the  Age  and 

Habit  of  the  Patient,  — —  238 

early  Prepoffeffions  in  favour  of 
balfams  cannot  foon  be  eradicated,  -  245 

— — - the  ancient  Practice  of  Embalming 

may,  perhaps,  have  contributed  to  eftabliffi 
a  Prepoffeffion  in  their  favour,  -  246 

—  -  —  their  ufeful  Efficacy  in  pulmonary 

Difeafes  much  to  be  fyfpe&ed,  —  289 

Battiscomb  (Mr.)  his  fpeedy  Method  of  cur¬ 
ing  ulcers  in  the  Legs  by  tight  Bandages, 

“  '  349> 

Bills  of  Mortality  in  London,  the  weekly  ones 

defective  in  many  Refpe&s,  , —  215 

- - many  Advantages  would  arife  from  a  more 

exa£l  Plan,  —  —  216 

—  fuch  a  Plan  was  projected,  not  only  for 
the  Pariffies  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality, 
but  all  the  Pariffies  in  England,  — ibid . 

A  Bill  was  brought  into  Parliament  for  this 
Purpofe,  but  mifcarried,  —  —  218 

—  our  Climate  fuffers  much  in  the  Efteem 

of  Foreigners  by  the  Negleft  in  compofing 
the  prelent  Bills  of  Mortality,  —  220 

—  many  die  of  Confumptions ;  but  by  no 

Means  in  the  Proportion  alleged  by  thefe 
erroneous  Accounts,  —  —  22 1 

Bleeding  feldom  omitted  very  early  in  the  com¬ 
mon  Meades,  —  —  148 

- - -  generally  neceflary  in  the  Beginning  of 

a  bilious  Fever  at  Sea,  — ■  —  1 6 1 

•= — —  not  advifable  in  the  Fevers  which  are 
moil  frequent  in  the  Ports  of  the  Eafl-Indies, 

1 62 
Bleeding 
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INDEX. 

I  ' 

Bleeding  found  to  be  dangerous  in  an  epidemic 
Fever  at  Barbadoes,  —  —  Page  308 

- -  in  the  putrid  Meades,  as  well  as  in  all 

other  putrid  Difeafes,  Practitioners  ought  to 
be  cautious  of  blood-letting,  —  —  14 7 
Blithers  to  the  Head,  like  many  other  efficacious 
Remedies,  often  applied  too  late,  —  114 

- -  the  Phyfician  is  afraid,  left  the  Terror 

excited  by  the  Prefcription,  lhould  do  as 
much  Harm  as  the  Blifter  could  do  Good, 

-  — —  '  ‘  ibid, 

- - —  of  Service  in  the  fecond  Stage  of  the 

putrid  Meades,  —  '  * — '  149 

•  - no  manifeft  Advantage  from  them  in 

bilious  Fevers,  • —  —  164,  £5? c. 

Brocklesey  (Dr.)  his  Experiments  relative  to 
the  Analyfis  and  Virtues  of  Seltzer  Water,’ 

— "  - :  .  7> 

■ - -  his  Account  of  an  incifted  Tumor 

in  the  Orbit  of  the  Eye,  cured  by  Meftrs. 
Eromfield  and  Ingram,  ‘  1  —  371, 

Bubonocele ,  a  fatal  one,  attended  with  uncom¬ 
mon  Circumftances,  in  a  Boy,  -  178,  &c. 

. - an  unfuccefsful  Attempt  was  made 

to  reduce  it,  —  —  179 

- - -  the  Operation  for  this  Diftemper 

was  propofed  but  not  Conferred  to,  and  the 
Patient  died,  —  —  —  180 

•  - -  the  Hiftory  of  this  Cafe  indicates  the 

Propriety  of  the  Operation  for  ftrangulated 
Hernia ,  —  —  —  182 

•  - - -  in  all  Probability  it  would  have  faved 

the  Boy,  —  ’  ■ :  1  *  ■  —  ibid* 


C.  Cefa - 


INDEX. 


C. 

Cefarean  Section,  an  extraordinary  Cafe,  where 
this  Operation  was  performed  on  a  living 
Subject,  —  —  —  261,  272 

- the  Patient  moft  fenfible  of  Pain 

when  the  Needles  were  palling  through  the 

Peritoneum,  -  - 265 

— - - Succefs  to  both  Mother  and  Child  has 

been  repeatedly  the  Confequence  of  this  Ope¬ 
ration,  - —  —  —  270 

- the  Public  much  indebted  to  Monf. 

Simon  for  his  Inquiries  relating  to  this  Ope¬ 
ration,  —  —  —  279 

• — - -  the  Accounts  given  of  this  Operation 

vague  and  indefinite,  —  —  281 

•  - Time  and  Experience  muft  determine 

whether  the  Operation  be  eligible  or  not,  287 

•  - -  much  has  been  faid  for  and  asrainft  this 

Operation,  —  —  —  286 

- — - Rouflet  was  a  great  Advocate  for  it,  and 

relates  many  Inftances  of  its  Succefs,  ibid, 

- Marchant  difputes  their  Authenticity, 

and  condemns  the  Operation,  —  ibid . 

•  - - a  fair  Account  of  the.  Failures  and  Suc- 

eefs  of  this  Operation,  might  render  it  an 
eafy  Matter  to  determine  whether  it  is  eligible 
or  not,  —  —  —  2  86 

Calcareous  Matter  coughed  up  from  the  Lungs 
abundantly,  with  the  Patient’s  Recovery,  by 
Dr.  Brocklefby,  —  '  —  2  6 

Calomel  prefcribed  for  the  Sciatica,  - —  71 

- - -  the  Dofe  increafed  to  fix  Grains  a  Day,  72 

< — — •  fometimes  given  in  this  Manner  with  the 
Turpentine  in  Worm-cafes,  -  73 

Calomel, 


t 


INDEX. 


Calomel,  Proeefs  of,  in  the  Sciatica,  Page  74 

- -  if  the  Pain  does  not  abate,  the  Pofe  of 

Calomel  may  be  increafed  two  Grains  one 
Night,  one  the  next ;  and  thus  alternately, 

- ^  ^ -  - —  75 

- -  a  genuine  Sciatica  commonly  yields  tofuch 

a  Proeefs  in  the  Space  of  a  few  Weeks,  ibid . 
Cancer,  Cafe  of  one  on  th e  Penis,  —  183 

- - of  one  on  the  Breaft,  with  the  EffeCt$ 

of  the  Cicuta  and  the  Carrot  Poultice,  358 
Carrot  Poultice  very  efficacious  in  cancered 
Ulcers,  —  —  —  184 

. - —  firfh recommended  by  Mr.  Soultzer,  183 

- - *  proved  an  excellent  Application  for  a 

phagedenic  Ulcer  on  the  Foot,  — >  186 

>■■■■' — —  effectually  fubdues  the  intolerable 
Stench  attending  cancerous  Ulcers,  -  189 

- abates  alfo  the  Pain,  —  1 90 

— —  an  obftinate  Cafe,  where  the  Carrot 
Poultice,  as  a  Topic,  proved  very  effica¬ 
cious,  —  —  —  191,  &V. 

. — - the  Carrots  being  in  Perfection,  contri¬ 
bute  greatly  to  haften  a  Cure, - 189 

- - this  Poultice,  upon  the  firft  Applica¬ 
tion  in  a  cancered  Breaft,  remqved  all  the 
—  —  —  362 

*— - when  ufed  together  with  a  Poultice  of 

the  Tops  of  the  Cicuta ,  the  Carrots  change  the 
Smell  of  the  Cicuta ,  as  well  as  correCt  that  of 
the  Sore,  —  —  363 

Catheter,  the  Ufe  of  this  Inftrument  rarely  ne- 
ceffary  in  Labour,  —  —  67 

— - great  Danger,  however,  in  not  attend¬ 

ing  to  the  Symptoms  which  indicate  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  tiling  it,  —  —  68 

Cerumen 
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INDEX, 


Cerumen  or  Ear-wax,  the  common  Caufe  of 
curable  Deafnefs,  —  —  199,  200 

- - a  Method  of  diffolving  it  becomes  an 

Inquiry  of  Importance,  —  —  200 

— —  Experiments  on  the  diffolving  it, 

-  — 201, 

— -  1  ■ —  Water  found  to  be  the  moil  powerful 
Solvent,  ■ —  —  204 

—  ■■■  ---  the  warmer  it  is  applied,  as  far  as  the 

Ear  can  bear  it  without  Injury,  the  more  ef¬ 
fectual  the  Remedy,  —  ’  —  205 

*  - if  larger  Syringes  were  ufed,  more 

forcibly  applied,  and  longer  perfevered  in, 
the  Succefs  of  the  Operation  would  be  more 

evident,  —  —  ibid. 

Cicuta ,  Decoctions  from  it  ufed  with  Succefs,  to 

difcufs  a  Swelling  above  the  Spine  of  the 
Ilium ,  —  —  .  —  104 

. -- —  its  Extract  ufed  internally  to  a  Man 

with  a  cancered  Penis ^  —  —  183 

- the  Decoction  of  it  ufed  as  a  Fomenta¬ 
tion  to  a  Cancer  in  the  Bread:,  -  360 

—  - the  Patient  brought  at  length  to  take 

two  hundred  and  ten  Grains  of  the  Powder 
in  a  Day,  - —  — •  361 

*  - this  Medicine  generally  relieved  the 

excruciating  Pains,  —  —  '  ibid. 

*  - the  fhooting  Pains,  which  often  returned 

with  great  Violence,  were  generally  abated  by 
an  increafecl  Dofe  of  the  Cicuta ,  —  362 

- - a  ftrong  Decoction  thereof  injected  to 

clean  the  Sore,  —  —  363 

-  the  external  Ufe  of  the  Cicuta  is  alfo  of 

Service  to  fome  indolent  Tumors  on  the  Side 
of  the  Neck,  — r  —  366 

Con  lump  - 
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INDEX. 


Confumption,  few  recover  from  one.  Page  20 6 

- fome,  however,  talk  of  their  Cures 

of  it  with  the  utmoft  Confidence,  -  ibid. 

—  - -  riding  on  Horfe-back  in  confump- 

tive  Cafes,  commonly  hurtful,  if  certain  re¬ 
gulations  are  not  obferved,  —  212 

- — - -  the  general  Caufe  of  this  Didemper, 

—  —  —  241 

► - —  Remarks  on  the  general  Ufe  of  Bal- 

fams  in  this  Difeafe,  —  —  231,  &c. 

•  - - -  the  Time  when  a  Phyfician  can  be 

of  mod  Ufe  in  the  Cure  of  Confumptions  is 
at  their  firft  Beginning,  —  291,  293 

—  - -  the  Beginning  of  mod  Confumptions 

is  a  Cough,  —  * —  —  292 

•  - every  Thing  of  a  heating  irritating 

Nature  fhould  be  avoided,  ;  —  —  297 

- - a  driking  Defcription  of  a  Ferlbn  in 

an  incurable  Confumption,  —  295 

Cooper  ("Dr.)  his  Cafe  of  the  Cafarean  Section, 

• - -  -  —  261 

Cortex  Peruvianus  adminidered  with  Succefs 
during  the  Intermjffion  of  a  bilious  Fever, 

-  - - -  —  161 

— - — — •  the  only  Medicine  to  be  depended  upon 
when  this  Fever  has  the  Symptoms  of  im¬ 
pending  Danger,  —  —  1 65,  166 

- -  found  to  be  an  efficacious  Remedy  in 

a  putrid  remitting  Fever,  —  —  316 

- - given  at  any  Time  of  the  Difeafe  indif. 

criminately,  —  —  ibid . 

D. 

Dickson  (Dr.)  his  Obfervations  on  the  Cure 
of  an  Hamo^ioe^ 


—  206 

Dickson 


7 


INDEX. 

Dickson  (Dr.)  Upon  riding  on  Horfe-back 
for  the  Cure  of  a  Confumption,  Page  212 

—  —  his  Defence  of  Sydenham’s  Method  of 

treating  the  Meades,  againft  Mead,  -  247 

-■  — —  Blood-letting  not  necedfary  in  the  epi¬ 
demic  Mealies  in  1670,  —  —  249 

—  -  Sydenham,  therefore,  not  to  be  cenfured 

becaufe  he  did  not  order  Bleeding,  -  250 

— — —  Defence  of  Sydenham’s  Hiftory  of  the 
Mealies,  againft  Morton,  —  —  25  6 

Diftedlion  of  the  Abdomen  of  a  Woman,  who 
died  of  a  Rupture  of  the  Bladder,  -  64 

— —  of  a  Woman  who  died  after  the  Gafa- 
rean  Operation,  —  —  266,  277 

• — - of  a  Man  who  died  of  an  Effufion  of 

Blood  into  the  Cavity  of  xhe  Pericardium ,  334 

. - —  of  one  who  died  of  a  Hernia ,  -  336 

Dropfy,  a  Letter  on  the  Cure  of  it,  by  Dr.  John 
Fothergill,  —  —  — -  114 

—  — —  few  dropfical  Patients  can  hear  the 

Name  of  Tapping  without  Apprehenfions  of 
Terror,  —  —  —  115 

—  — —  this  Operation,  when  neceflary,  fhould 

be  fubmitted  to  as  early  as  poflible,  -  1 1 7 

- - Dropfy  of  the  Brain,  the  Hydrocepha¬ 
lus  Interims  called  fo  by  Dr.  Whytt,  -  8 2 

E. 

Ear-wax  often  the  Caufe  of  Deafnefs,  by  ob- 
ftrudling  the  meatus  audit  or  ius  ext  ernus,  199 

—  - beft  diffolved  by  fyringing  with  warm 

Water,  —  —  —  209 

Else  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  a  fuccefsful  Method 
of  treating  fore  Legs,  —  —  347 

Else 


i  k  d  E  i 

1  lse  (Mr.)  his  fuccefsful  Method  of  treating  fore 
Legs  confifts  chiefly  in  the  Application  of  a 
tight  Bandage,  —  —  Page  350 

- - —  his  Cafe  of  a  fatal  and  uncommon 

Hernia ,  —  —  —  355 

Emetics  of  great  Service  in  a  putrid  remitting 
Fever,  — '  —  31 1 — 314 

Evacuations  in  general,  not  of  Ufe  in  a  late  epi¬ 
demical  Diftemper  at  Barbadoes,  unlefs  un¬ 
der  peculiar  Circumftances  and  Reftridtions, 
—  —  —  308,  &V. 

Experiments  to  afcertain  the  Nature  and  medi¬ 
cinal  Virtues  of  Seltzer  Water,  —  12,  &c< 

- - to  difcover  the  belt  Method  of  diL 

folving  the  Cerumen  or  Ear-wax*  201, 

Eye,  an  incifted  Tumor  in  the  Orbit  of,  cured 
by  Meflfrs.  Bromfield  and  Ingram,  371,  £ 3c* 

'  R 

Farr  (Dr.J  his  Cafe  of  the  Locked  Jaw  and 
Opiftho tones ,  —  —  91,  £s?f. 

— - -  fome  Remarks  of  his  on  the  Ufe  of 

the  Cicuta ,  —  — -  —  104,  Cfo 

*  - glandular  Swellings  difperfed  in  a  fort¬ 

night,  by  taking  no  more  than  ten  Grains  a 
Day  of  the  Extradl,  —  —  108 

Forces  indurated,  a  Letter  on  painful  Conftipa- 
tion  proceeding  from  this  Complaint,  123 

*  - Cafe  of  an  elderly  Gentleman  labouring 

under  this  Diforder,  miflaken  for  anobftinate 
Diarrhea ,  — *•  —  124,  &V. 

*  - -  another  Cafe  not  altogether  diflimilar, 

—  - —  126, 

— —  Ufe  of  the  Bark  often  produces  trouble- 
fome  Accidents  of  this  Kind,  —  129 

Fever, 


,i  N  I)  E  X. 

Fever,  miliary  Eruptions  attending  one,  feldom 
deferve  to  be  reckoned  critical,  -  Page  30 

» . .  Account  of  a  bilious  Fever  in  the  Ponf- 

borne  Eaft-Indiaman,  anchored  to  the  lee¬ 
ward  of  the  Iiland  of  Mohila,  ■ - .  157 

. -  in  the  Nottingham  Eaft-Indiaman  off  the 

Ifland  of  Joanna,  —  -r  158 

- - the  Night  Air  hath  a  powerful  Influence 

in  occafioning  thefe  Fevers,  —  159 

»■■■  —  Remarks  on  the  Cure  cf  the  bilious  Fe¬ 
ver*  —  —  —  160 

—  -  the  Sick  in  this  Difeafe,  efpecially  in  warm 

Climates,  to  be  fupplied  with  Plenty  of  cool 
antifeptic  Liquors,  —  —  165 

—  -  Defcription  of  a  putrid  remitting  one  at 

Barbadoes,  —  —  305 

. -  a  Stupor  and  Delirium  the  chief  Diagno- 

ftics',  —  —  —  306 

—  a  profufe  Sweat  generally  brought  on  a 

Remiffion  of  the  Symptoms,  —  307 

. -  Bleeding,  or  any  other  Evacuation,  gene¬ 
rally  hurtful  in  the  Diftemper4,  -  30 

-i — -  Nature  feemed  to  point  out  an  Emetic  in 

fome  Part  of  the  Difeafe,  -  v  314 

. -  the. Bark  proved  a  mod  efficacious  Re¬ 
medy,  —  —  —  3 1 6 

— —  the  Phyfician  fometimes  obliged  to  ufe 
Blifters  in  this  Fever,  but  it  was  always  with 

Reluctance,  — —  - -  '  3  1 7 

Flap  Operation,  originally  an  Invention  of  Mr. 

Lowdham,  —  —  —  172 

■ - the  Merit  of  bringing  it  to  Perfection  be¬ 
longs  to  Mr.  O’Halloran,  -  173 

- - this  Operation  performed,  with  great  Suc- 

cefs,  by  Mr.  Charles  White,  —  1-5 

•Fothep,- 


INDEX. 

Fothergill  (Dr.  John)  his  Remarks  on  the 
Hydrocephalus  Internus,  - —  Page  40 

■ «  his  Cure  of  the  Sciatica  -  69 

« - his  Obfervations  on  the  Ufe  of 

Tapping  early  in  Dropfies,  -  114 

•  - - — —  his  Remarks  on  the  Ufe  of  Bal¬ 

ia  ms  in  the  Cure  of  Conlumptions,  231,  &£. 

- EfFedls  they  are  likely  to  have  on 

the  human  Body,  —  232,2 &c. 

. - -  his  Opinion  againft  ufing  Balfams 

in  all  Degrees,  and  all  Conditions  of  a  Con- 
fumption,  —  —  237,  (Pc. 

. - that  they  have  a  Tendency  rather 

to  increafe  than  mitigate  the  Symptoms  at¬ 
tending  a  Phthifis  Pulmonalis,  —  289,  &c. 
Fractures  cannot  be  certainly  cured  in  the  moll 

favourable  Subjects,  - -  412 

— — -  all  Endeavours  may  be  fruitrated 

by  the  Interpofition  of  the  foft  circumjacent 
Parts,  —  —  —  ibid. 

*  - the  Cure  may  fail  from  Confti- 

tution,  efpecially  in  Perfons  who  have  ufed 
fpirituous  Liquors  too  freely,  —  413 

*  - in  luchCircumltances,  Means  muft 

be  ufed  to  alter  and  improve  the  Habit,  ibid. 

. - —  jt  is  impoflible  to  cure  fome  Frac¬ 
tures  in  Pregnancy,  —  —  424 

G. 

Garthshore  (Dr.)  his  Cafe  of  a  fatal  Ileus, 

—  —  —  223’,  (Pc. 

— - two  Plates  to  illuftrate  the  Cafe,  2  %6 

•  - in  defperate  Cafes  of  the  Ileus,- an* 

cient  Authors  have  recommended  making  an 
Opening  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen , 

—  —  227,  (Pc. 

Gaftrotomy * 
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Gdflrotomy ,  a  painful  and  hazardous  Operation 
in  the  Iliac  Pafllon,  —  Page  228 
- —  not  to  be  warranted  unlefs  the  Symp¬ 
toms  are  fuch  as  enable  us  to  diftinguifh  the 
Caufe  of  the  Dileafe,  —  —  228 

Gibson  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  a  Bubonocele 
attended  with  uncommon  Circumftan.ces, 
'  '  178,  &c, 

— - . —  *  his  Obfervations  on  the  Malt  Infufion 

and  the  Carrot  Poultice,  182,  &c.  186,  &V. 
Godfrey’s  Cordial,  great  Mifchiefs  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  it,  —  —  299 


Hcemmorrhages ,  fo  frequently  fpoken  of  by  He!- 
Her,  not  to  be  fo  much  dreaded  as  he  inti¬ 
mates  after  the  Cefarean  Operation,  283 
Haygarth  (Dr.)  his  Experiments  on  the  Ceru¬ 
men  or  Ear-wax,  which  is  often  the  Caufe  of 
Deafnefs,  —  —  198 

Hedtic  Complaints  cured  by  Seltzer  Water,  33 
Hemiplegia ,  an  Account  of  one  attended  with 
uncommon  Circumftances,  —  no ,65V. 
Hernia ,  Cafe  of  a  fatal  and  uncommon  one, 

355 

- - —  a  Strangulation  may  happen,  and  the 

whole  Circumference  of  the  Gut  not  be  in- 
clofed  in  the  Stridture,  —  357 

Hevin  (Monf.)  a  Paffage  from  a  Work  of  his, 

229 

II  ey  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  a  Rupture  in  a 
pregnant  Woman,  —  —  58 

Hunter  (Dr.)  his  Introduction  to  Mr.  Teckel’s 
Account  of  the  Infenfibility  of  Tendons, 


343 

Hunter 
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Hunter  (Dr.)  his  Poftfcript  to  a  Cafe  of  a  Va- 
ricofe  Aneuryfm ,  —  —  Page  385 

■  ■  ■■  ■-— »  he  remarks,  that  there  are  now  in  the 

Medical  Colledtion,  five  unqueftionable  In- 
ftances  of  a  Difeafe,  before  not  fo  much  as 
imagined  to  exift,  —  —  287 

* - -  his  Appendix  to  a  Cafe  on  the  Inverfio , 

or  Retroverfio  Uteri ,  —  —  400 

Hydrocephalus  Internus ,  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  fuggeft  any  probable  Means  of  curing  this 
Difeafe*  —  —  40 

- — - - more  done  by  Dr.  Robert  Whytt, 

in  his  Hiftory  of  this  Diftemper,  to  elucidate 
the  Subjedt,  than  by  any  other  Writer,  41,  44 

■  — - it  bears  the  greateft  Refemblance 

to  Difeafes  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  Worms, 

ibid.  &c.  79 

— »  — —  ■■  the  Caufe  of,  as  found  by  Direc¬ 
tions,  —  —  —  42 

- - the  Symptoms,  —  45, 

- - it  is  difficult  to  point  out  fuch  as 

are  peculiar  to  the  Diftemper,  —  48, 

- - happens  commonly  to  healthy 

adtive  Children,  —  —  5  r 

- - the  giving  Way  of  fome  Veftel  of 

flight  Texture,  may  perhaps  be  the  Occa- 
fion,  —  —  ibid. 

— — — .  Manner  of  proceeding  in  the  ear¬ 
lier  Stages  of  the  Diftemper.  —  52,  CtV. 

— — . .. -  ,  —  Patients  go  off  in  the  fame  Man¬ 
ner  as  thofe  who  die  of  a  Depreffion  of  the- 
Scull,  —  —  —  55 

- - Cafe  of  a  Woman  aged  thirty 

who  died  of  it,  by  Dr.  Pluck,  —  ibid i 

Hydro- 


INDEX. 


Hydrocephalus  Internus ,  Cafe  of  a  Girl  who,  by  a 
Fall>  had  ftruck  her  Head  againft  the  Floor, 

Page  79,  83 

- —  called,  by  Dr.  Whytt,  the  Dropfy 

of  the  Brain ,  —  —  82 

—  -  a  confiderable  Degree  of  Feverifh 

Heat  in  the  firft  Stage,  —  - —  ibid. 

■  —  ■  ■  - -  Cafe  of  another  Girl  labouring 

under  the  fame  Diftemper,  who  died  con- 
vulfed,  —  —  —  83 

- - a  Cafe  fimilar  to  the  laft,  -  84, 

—  . — —  of  a  Boy  who  recovered,  321,  ©V. 

L 

James  (Dr.)  his  Powders  preferable,  in  bilious 
Fevers,  to  other  Preparations  of  Antimony,  1 64 

Jaw,  Locked,  large  Dofes  of  Opium  neceflary 


in  this  Difeafe,  —  —  93 

Iliac  Pafiion,  the  Caufes  various  which  give  rife 
to  it,  —  —  —  223 

. — Cafe  of  a  fatal  one,  —  —  224 

— —  the  Jejunum  and  R eon  were  greatly  di- 
ftended  with  Air,  %  —  —  225 

Inteftines,  their  periftaltic  Motion  inverted  by 
Inflammation  in  a  fevere  Iliac  Pafllon,  227 

b* 


Lamella  ^  a  few  bony,  interfperfed  in  a  difeafed 
Leg,  without  the  Appearance  of  Bones,  6 
Leg,  Cafe  of  a  difeafed  one,  by  Mr.  Balfour,  1 

- *  Amputation  of  one  a  little  above  the 

Ancle  Joint,  —  —  168 

Lixivium  faporinum ,  works  no  Change  when 
mixed  with  pure  Water,  —  —  1 1 

- —  has  a  furprifing  effedt  when  mixed  with 

Seltzer  Water,  —  —  ibid. 

F  f  2  Locked 
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INDEX. 

Locked  Jaw,  Cafe  of  a  remarkable  one  by  Mr. 
Farr,  —  —  —  Page  89 

•  - —  Opium  often  not  given  in  fuch  large 

Dofes  as  necelfary  in  this  Diftemper,  91, 

•  -  Cafe  of  a  Man  to  whom  it  was  given 

with  Succefs,  to  the  Amount  of  five  Drachms 
in  the  Space  of  three  Weeks,  -  102,  &V. 

Lowdham  (Mr.)  the  Inventor  of  the  Flap  Ope¬ 
ration,  —  —  —  172 

Lynn  (Mr.)  his  Hiflory  of  a  fatal  Inverfion  of 
the  Uterus ,  with  an  Appendix  by  Dr.  Hunter, 
,  .  388,  &V. 

M. 

Madeira  Wine,  old  proved  a  Medicine,  of  fmgu- 
lar  Efficacy  in  a  putrid  remitting  Fever,  317 
Malt  Infufion  recommended  as  a  Medicine,  by 
Dr.  Macbride,  —  —  182 

- — -  given  as  a  conftant  Drink  to  a  Woman 
with  an  ulcerated  Foot,  —  —  188 

•  -  its  Efficacy  with  the  Application  of  the 

Carrot  Poultice  in  a  very  obflinate  Cafe, 

191,  6?£ 

- -  a  Woman  infefted  with  the  Venereal  Dif- 

eafe,  perfe&ly  cured  by  drinking  plentifully 
of  Wort,  —  —  368 

— — -  proves  a  Cure  for  a  Pain  and  Swelling  in 
the  right  Hypochondrium  in  a  Woman  after 
Lying-in,  —  n  —  3^9 

Mar  chant  (Monf.)  condemns  the  Cefarean 
Operation,  —  —  286 

Mead  (Dr.)  de  Variolis  et  Morbillis ,  PafTages 
from  thence,  where  he  cenfures  Sydenham’s 
Treatment  of  the  Meades,  —  248,  253 

— '  an  Error  of  his  in  regard  to  Sydenham, 

251 

5  Meafles, 


INDEX. 


Meafles,  Symptoms  of  thofe  about  London 
within  thefe  few  Years,  very  different  from 
what  have  been  handed  down  by  the  mor^ 
early  medical  Writers,  —  —  132 

— ■  an  Obfervation  of  Sydenham  with  re¬ 
gard  to  them,  —  —  .  133 

-  the  putrid  or  malignant  the  mofl  dan¬ 
gerous,  —  —  ibid . 

-  ■■  •  this  fpecies  raged  feverely  at  London  in 

1672,  —  —  —  _  134 

- - the  Hiftory  of  the  Meafles  in  1670, 

has  been  given  by  Dr.  Sydenham,  -  ibid . 

• -  the  epidemic  ones  at  Plymouth  in  1 745, 

mentioned  by  Dr.  Huxham,  -  136,  143 

— —  ■  ■  the  putrid  Meafles  again  vifited  Ply¬ 
mouth  and  its  Neighbourhood,  in  1749,  and 

1 75°->  —  —  —  1 3.6 

„ -  an  Account  of  thofe  which  raged  in 

London  in  1763  and  1768,  -  136,  &c. 

- in  the  malignant  Meafles  the  Appear¬ 
ances  are  very  different,  —  —  139 

- - the  medical  Treatment  of  this  Diftem- 

per,  —  —  145,  &c. 

- - in  this,  as  well  as  other  putrid  Dileafes, 

we  Ihould  not  be  too  liberal  of  Blood-letting, 

•  •  .  147 

- - the  Opinion  vulgarly  received,  of  the 

Meafles  being  an  excellent  Preparatory  for 
the  fmall-pox,  has  no  Foundation  in  Truth, 

I5Z 

- - the  being  enfeebled  by  one  Difeafe, 

renders  the  Body  lefs  capable  of  fupporting  a 
iecond,  —  —  —  ibid. 

Mercurials  pervade  the  inmofl  Reedies  of  the 
mefcular  and  tendinous  Parts,  —  75 

Morto^ 


INDEX. 


Morton  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  the  mortality  of 
the  epidemical  Mealies  in  1672,  not  to  be 
credited,  —  —  —  257 

Mufk  tiled  in  Cafes  of  the  Locked  Jaw,  -  97 

N. 

Nitre  of  great  Ufe  in  the  Cure  of  an  H^moptos 
or  fpitting  of  Blood,  —  208,  &V, 

- -  of  fingular  Service  in  uterine  Hcemorrhages> 

210 

Nicholson  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  the  Effe&s 
of  the  Cicuta  and  a  Carrot  Poultice  upon  a 
Cancer  of  the  Bread,  • —  —  35  8 

O. 

CTialloran  (Mr.)  Author  of  a  new  Method 
of  Amputation,  —  —  172 

OIL,  dropping  it  into  the  Ear  before  Syringing 
with  watery  Liquors,  improper,  —  204 

Opium  gives  a  temporary  Relief  in  the  Sciatica, 

71 

— —  often  of  great  Efficacy  when  given  in  large 
Dofes,  —  —  91,  93,  Cfr. 

P. 

Penis ,  a  cancered  one,  -  183 

Phthifis  pulmcnalis ,  all  Medicines  of  heating 
ftimulating  Qualities  improper  in  the  Treats 
merit  of  it,  —  —  241 

Pregnancy  an  Obftrudcion  to  a  Cure  in  Frac¬ 
tures,  -  —  —  413 

Probability,  our  imperfefl  Knowledge  of  Na¬ 
ture,  feldom  allows  us  to  advance  beyond 
5t>  —  *o 

Reme- 
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R. 

Remedies,  feveral  efficacious  ones  often  made 
ufe  of  too  late,  —  —  Page  1 14 

Retina  of  the  Eye,  much  affe&ed  by  the  Hy* * 

,  drocephalus  Internus,  —  —  329 

Rousset  (Monf.)  a  great  Advocate  for  the  Ce~ 
farean  Operation,  —  —  —  286 

Rupture,  Cafe  of  one  in  the  Bladder  from  a 
Suppreffion  of  Urine  in  a  pregnant  Wonan, 

60 

« -  Urine  difeovered  in  the  Abdomen  after 

the  Patient’s  Death,  —  —  64,  &-c. 

—  ■  the  Extravalation  proceeded  from  an 
Aperture  in  the  luperior  Part  of  the  Bladder, 

*  65 

* -  Method  of  Prevention,  the  grand  Af¬ 
fair  with  reipeft  to  this  Dileafe,  -  68 

— -  another  Cafe  of  one  in  the  Bladder  with 

an  inverfio  uteri  in  Pregnancy,  —  388 

Rush  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  the  Ufefulnefs  of 
Wort  in  fame  ill-conditioned  Ulcers,  -  367 

S. 

Sanbiford  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  a  late  epide¬ 
mical  Diftemper  at  Barbadoes,  304, 
Scarification,  a  Method  of,  recommended  in  ana- 
farcous  Swellings  of  the  Legs  and  Thighs* 

120, 

Sciatica  or  morbus  ifihiadicus ,  Cafe  cf  a  Man 
afflicted  with  this  Complaint,  —  69 

. -  a  Procefs  of  Calomel,  CL.  in  this  DIE 

eafe,  —  ~  —  74 

- -  feldom  any  genuine  Sciatica  but  has 

yielded  to  this  Procefs,  —  — ~  75 

t  eltzer 
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INDEX. 


.  /  *  ' 

Seltzer  Water,  recommended  by  . Hoffman  and 
other  German  Writers,  —  Page  7 

•  -  of  great  Efficacy  in  the  Cure  of  acute 

and  chronical  Difeafes,  —  —  ibid* 

•  -  what  is  imported  at  London  brought 

from  the  Electorate  of  Triers,  —  8 

* — -  a  fmart  and  pungent  Tafte  charadlerifes 

its  Excellence,  —  —  9 

- -  the  Analyfis  thereof  by  feveral  Expe¬ 
riments,  —  —  10,  &c. 

. -  its  srood  Effects  in  a  hedtic  emaciated 

■*,  O 

State,  — i  —  .25,  &c. 

•  - in  a  Fever  attended  with  Sweats  and 

Eruptions,  —  —  29,  &C. 

— — —  of  Utility  to  naufeating  and  languid 
Patients,  —  —  34,  &c. 

Simon  (Monf.)  the  Public  much  indebted  to 
him  for  his  Inquiries  relative  to  the  Cefarean 
Section,  —  r —  279 

Spafmus  cynicus  diftorts  the  Face  to  a  moft 
amazing  Degree,  —  —  91,  &V. 

Squire’s  Elixir  often  of  great  Prejudice,  299 
Strangulation,  how  formed  in  the  Iliac  Paffion, 

229 

Sydenham  (Dr.)  defended  againft  the  Cenfures 
of  Dr.  Mead,  — >  —  247,  &V. 

•  -  of  Morton,  —  256,  &V. 

- Extracts  from  his  Works,  248,  &c. 

T.  *  . 

Tapping,  when  neceffary,  ffiould  be  done  as 
early  as  poffible,  —  —  116 

•  - two  Cafes,  wherein  is  fhewn  the 

Succefs  of  this  Operation  when  performed 
early,  —  —  u6,'£sff. 

Teckeu 
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Teckel  (Mr.)  his  Obfervation  on  the  Infenfi- 
bility  of  Tendons,  —  —  Page  343 

- an  Opinion  has  prevailed  through  many 

Ages,  that  they  are  endued  with  exquifite 
Senfibility,  —  —  ibid, 

— — • —  their  Infenfibility  proved  by  an  Experi¬ 
ment,  —  '  —  —  345 

Theory  of  the  Effects  of  fixed  Air  adting  on 
Bodies,  owing  to  the  philofophical  Labours 
of  Dr.  Black  and  Dr.  Macbride,  ~  23 

Thomson  (Dr.)  his  Account  of  a  fatal  Effulioa 
of  Blood  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Pericardium , 

33° 

Thomson  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  his  Perform¬ 
ance  of  the  Cefarean  Sedfion,  —  272 

U. 

Uterus ,  Cafe  of  an  inverted  or  retro  verted  one, 
by  Mr.  Lynn,  —  —  388,  &V. 

• - a  Cafe  alluded  to  in  the  preceding,  by 

Dr.  Hunter,  —  —  401 

Watson  (Dr.)  his  Obfervations  on  the  Hydro - 
cephalus  Inter nus^  —  —  78 

» —  his  Account  of  the  putrid  Meafles  at 
London  in  the  Years  1763  and  1768,  132 

—  - Appendix  to  his  Paper  on  the  Hydro¬ 
cephalus  bit  emus ,  —  —  3  2 1 ,  &c. 

White  (Mr.  Charles)  his  Account  of  a  new  Me¬ 
thod  of  amputating  the  Leg  a  little  above 

the  Ancle  Joint,  -  —  168 

- - a  machine  particularly  adapted  to  the 

Stump,  -  -  172 

■ — - this  Method  of  Amputation  pradtifed 

with  Succefs  in  many  Cafes,  ~  ibid, 

—  - - -  the  Flap  Operation  an  Improvement  on 

this  Method,  —  ~  173, 
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White  (Mr.  W.)  two  Letters  by  him  on  the 
Varicofe  Aneuryfm^  —  —  377,  &c. 

Wilmer  (Mr.)  his  Account  of  the  good  Effects 
of  dividing  the  Aponeurofis  of  the  Biceps 
Mufcle  in  a  painful  lacerated  Wound,  338 
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